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HON. JACOB P. MCINTOSH. 

The subject of this biographical review, a repre- 

sentative of one of the early pioneer families of Greene 

county, was bon1 in Marion county, Indiana, November 

17, 1835, and he is a son of William J. and Sarah (Neg- 

ley) McIntosh. (The sketch of his father appears more 

fully on another page of this work.) 

Jacob McIntosh became a resident of Greene county 

at the age of two years, when he was brought here by the 

removal of his parents from Marion county. Being 

reared on a farm, his early life was devoted to agricul- 

tural pursuits and in attending the pioneer schools of his 

day. Like other youths of the early times, his educa- 

tional opportunities were litiited, principally to the most 

elementary branches of learning, and this at considerable 

sacrifice. His means being limited, he was unable to 

avail himself of the advantages of higher education until 

later in life, though he was always a student, and read 

everything calculated to broaden the sphere of his intel- 

lect. He has been twice married, first in 1857 to Nancy 

Kelley, who died March 20, 1872. She was the mother 

of six children, three of whom survive; three died in in- 

fancy or early childhood. The living members of this 

family are Martin F., Mary Hannah and Nathaniel 

Greene. Mr. McIntosh was married the second time ,on 

the 26th day of June, 1873. His present wife was Nancy 

Ann Crawford, daughter of William B. and Elizabeth 

(Brooks) Crawford, natives of Ohio. Her father was a 

soldier during the Civil war and served as a member of 

Company I of the One Hundred and Forty-sixth Indiana 
s 
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Infantry, Volunteers. He died in Igoo. His widow is a 

resident of Greene county. There aTe ten living children 

of this union, of whom Daisy, wife of 1;lialter G. Hudson, 

a printer at Bloomfield, is the eldest. Miss Nora is a pop- 

ular and successful teacher, having been engaged in that 

laudable work for a number of years. 1Villiam resides 

upon and operates the parental farm near Worthington. 

He is married and has one child. Bessie M. is the wife 

of S. 0. Gallup, of Indianapolis. 0. G. is at home. Dan- 

iel C. is ‘a graduate of the Worthington high schlool and 

is also a graduate in pharmacy. He is a student in third 

year’s work in, the State University. Lalla R. and Fran- 

ces Maude, both graduates of the Worthington high _ 

school, are still under the parental roof, though the last 

named is now a student at the State Normal School. 

Lyman T. and Moore C. complete the family circle. They 

are students in the Worthington high school. The two 

sons and daughter mentioned as the issue of the subject’s 

first marriage are prominent in business and social rela- 

tions, the sons being merchants and the daughter, now _ 

Mrs. A. J. Peck, resides in Topeka, Kansas. Early in 

life the subject of this sketch chose the medical profes- 

sion as his life work, and after attending the Eclectic 

College of Medicine at Cincinnati he began, practice, and 

continued that profession for about twenty years, then 

for ten years only part of the time in connection with 

superintending his large and varied farming interests 

throughout his active business years. . He owned and 

dperated a farm of six hundred and twenty-five acres, 

upon which his family lived until Igoo, and gave special 

prominence to the growing and marketing of domestic 

stock. Since%e date above written. he has retired to a 

. 
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less pretentious farm of fifty-nine acres adjoining Korth- 

ing-ton, but has relaxed none of his interest in general 

farming and stock growing. 

Dr. McIntosh recites with much interest and enthusi- 

asm’ the story of pioneer life in the wilderne& of Greene 

county when he was a boy. He says that his mother, 

whose memory he reveres, was, in combination with all 

womanly virtues of her day, an expert at the wheel and 

loom, and that for many years she spun the flax and wool- 

yarn, and wove the cloth with which to clothe the family, 

taking the former from the matured stalk and the latter 

from the sheep’s back. Nothing was then known of the ’ 

wonderful machinery which has revolutionized manufac- _ 

turing in all lines of human industry. The application of 

steam power was then in the experimental stage, while 

electricity as a motive power was then not dreamed of 

by the most advanced scientists. 

The ancestral history of Dr. McIntosh is traceable 

in’ this section of Indiana, and mostly in Greene county, 

to the year 1821, when the founders of the family came 

from Kentucky. But as this feature of the family life is 

brought out more fully in the sketch of his father, lA,‘il- 

Iiam Jefferson McIntosh, the interested reader is referred 

to that article for further information. 

Dr. J. P. McIntosh has been pre-eminently a bus) 

and useful man. His life has been spent in an effort to 

render good to his fellow men, .and in whatever sphere 

his labors were directed, he has discharged his duties con- 

scientiously and well. He has been an ardent supporter 

of the principles of Democracy, and has been zealous in * 

the furtherance of party interests, whether as a standard- 

bearer seeking support for political honors or as a pri- 
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vate citizen seeking the general welfare of his chosen 

party. In political affairs he has always been prominent 

and influential. In 1874 and again in 1876 he was the 

nominee of his party f;or legislative honors, going down 

with the defeat of his party, In 1880, however, he was 

more successful and was elected as joint representative 

from the counties of Greene, Knox and Sullivan. His 

administration of the affairs pertaining to this exalted 

position no doubt led to his selection as state senat,or in 

1882 for Daviess and Greene counties, though Greene 

county was then considered almost hopelessly Republican. 

But the personal popularity and careful, systematic work 

of Dr. McIntosh carried it for the Democratic candidate 

by the narrow margin of eleven votes, and for the district 

one hundred and seventy-one. 1Vhile in the legislature 

Mr. McIntosh was the author of a number of wholesome 

and popular laws which remain on the statute boo,ks as 

a monum&nt to his memory, and as a convincing proof of 

his sterling good judgment. 

In the affairs of private life the doctor has been suc- 

cessful beyond the average attainments of men. He was 

a partner in a profitable mercantile business for many 

years, and his professional life was proverbially a SLIC- 

cess, especially in the correct diagnosis and treatment of 

disease. He n-as a jitstice of the peace for four years, 

and has always taken an active interest in local affairs 

of whatever nature. He is an affable and agreeable gen- 

tleman, universally esteemed, and favorably known to 

almost every family in Greene county. The record of 

such a life is a stimulus to the rising generation, whose 

desires and ambitions are largely influencecl by the 

achievements of others. 
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A. F. WILSON. 

Prominent among the active business men of Greene 

county is the name of A. F. Wilson, who was born at 

Ladoga, November 28, 1861. His parents, P. H. and 

Arthuria (Dixon) Wilson, were both natives of Indiana. 

Mr. Wilson’s paternal grandfather was a Virginia 

farmer, and on leaving that state came to Kentucky, 

from whence he removed to Indiana, where he lived out 

the remainder of his days.’ Grandfather Dixon was a 

merchant tailor by trade. His three sons were all sol- 

diers of the Civil war. 

Our subject’s father was reared in Indiana, receiv- 

ing his early education in her public schools. He later 

graduated from the Louisville Medical College, and prac- 

ticed medicink at Ladoga for several years. He then re- 

moved to Worthington and took up dentistry, continu- 

ing in that profession until his death, March 4. 1S90. 

The family consisted of six children, enumerated here in 

order of birth : India, now deceased; A. F., our sub- 

ject ; Frank, no,w a successful business man of Salt Lake 

City; Ida, +ife of W. E. Mason, now of Mississippi; 

Martha, unmarried ; Charles, carpenter at Danville, 

Illinois. 

Our subject has had a wide business experience. He 

was educated in the Worthington public schools, and 

after reaching maturity began railroading, following this 

for seven years. He then became deputy postmaster, fol- 

lowing this by engaging in the livery and grocery busi- 

ness. He then served one term as postmaster, after 

which he engaged in managing a meat market. Sest he 

a.ssumed the control of the Commercial Hotel, later han- 
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dling patent rights, after which he dealt largely in live 

stock. Following this he purchased the \Yilliams House, 

which he still owns, but wh,ose management is lease<1 to 

other parties. He is at present engaged in handling a 

patent wire stretcher, patented May 22, 1906. 

Mr. Wilson was married on January ~5, 1890, to 

Lille Griffith, who \vas born at Worthington, being the 

daughter of George and Jane Griffith, both highly re- 

spected residents of the town. T\\-o children have graced 

this unionj viz. : Lee, born in 1895, and Guy, born in 

1897. Mrs. Wilson is a member of the Christian church 

and is an admirable mother and companion. 

Mr. Wilson has been equally alive to his social obli- 

gations and has taken an active interest in many of the 

fratelxal organizations of the community. He gives his 

hearty support to the Elks, Red Men, Knights of Pythias 

and Modern \Voodmen. 

Politicaliy he is a Democrat, but has demonstrated 

that public service can be easily coupled with straight- 

forawrd business methods, having, as mentioned before, 

served as postmaster for one term, and also for three 

‘years as sheriff of Greene county. 

FRED ROSCOE CRON1VELL. 

One often hears nowadays the remark that this is 

the age of younb v men, and it &ould seem to the most 

casual observer that a great portion of the world’s work 

requiring prompt decision and quick judgment combined 

with the energy and staying qualities necessary to insure 
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tained in the following record of the young man whose 

success, is carried on by those young in years, conse- 

quently, we are not suprised at the splendid showing con- 

. name appears above, for although Fred R. Cromwell has 

scarcely passed the quarter century mark, he has shown 

by his vigilant energy and untiring zeal that he possesses 

a nature that will undoubtedly crown his age with splen- 

did achievement. Relying entirely on his own resources, 

this young man has so well performed every task that has , 

been assigned him that he now holds the responsible posi- 

tion of cllief of the fire department at Linton, Indiana, 

a position that is usually tendered to the experienced 

vctcmn. I-Iowevei-, that city feels that it can safely trust 

its property to tlic protection of this young man. 

iV r. Croiiiwell \\*as born in Clay county, Indiana, 

Jllllc ‘3, I882, tllc son of Albert and IZilXlla (Fields) 

Cronw~cll, tile former a native of Clay county, while the 

ntotltct- was born and reared in Ohio. The latter was 

called from her earthly labors in Coloraclo, whither she 

had gone in an effort to recover her failing health. The 

subject’s father is a successful farmer in Clay county. 

He has a family of five living sons. Fred R., the subject 

of this sketch, is the eldest; Charles is a farmer in Clay 

county ; Albert, Jr., is employed in a hotel at Terre 

Haute; George is a farmer in Clay county; Rue has 

remained at home working on the parental place; Guy and 

Fay died in childhood. The habits of industry which the 

father instilled in his home fromxarly life have remained 

as dominating facto,rs and they are all known as men of 

thrift and ener,gy. 

. 

Fred R. Cromwell was raised on his. father’s farm 

and there learned much of the, management of agricultural 
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land, while not in school, which he attended during’ the 

winter months until Igoo, when he came to Linton and 

was employed in connection with the racing stock of Dr. 

Sherwood and others, having learned to successfully 

handle’horses while on the old homestead. He was then 

in the employ of the Terre Haute Brewing -Company for 

more than a year. In Igo7 he was elected driver in the 

fire department, and appointed chief of the department 

in this city April I, 1908. Three men are embraced in 

the payrolls of this department, which is made up from 

volunteers, picked up as occasion demands. These are 

entitled to pay for their services, although claims are 

seldom filed, the fire fighters being willing to contribute 

their services to their city when it is in need of them. 

The equipment of this department-embraces a hose wagon 

and two chemical tanks, an abundance of hose, ladders, 

etc. This department has attained great efficiency in the 

matter of. getting out when an alarm is given. The 

employs can take the horses from the stalls, hitch them to 

the apparatus and be on the street in twenty seconds. 

The subject was married January 24, 1908, to Ora 

Robison, daughter pf James and Fanny Robison, of Lin- 

t’oll. Mr. Cromwell is a member of the International 

Brotherhood of Teamsters. Politically Mr. Cromwell is 

.I of interest in a Republican, but does not take a great dea 

politics. 

ELI STALCUP. 

This subject, who is one of the most industrious 

farmers and stock raisers in the vicinity of 1iorthington, . 
. 
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Greene county, Indiana, never had the roaming dispo- 

sition that characterized so many of the young men with 

whom he was reared, and he has preferred to test the ad- 

vantages of his home county rather than risk his fortune 

elsewhere, having been born at Bloomfield, January 4, 

1829, and he is now living one mile north of Worthing- 

ton on a fine farm. 

Mr. Stalcup’s father was Stephen Stalcup and his 

mother’s maiden name was Mary Under&ood. Grand- 

father Eli Stalcup, a native of Tennessee, came to 

Indiana long before our subject was born, settling in 

Greene county on a farm, where he spent the remainder,of 

his life. Stephen Stalcup was brought to Indiana when a 

young man, where he soon began farming and trading. 

having received his early education in Tennessee. Pur- 

chasing a good farm in Greene county he remained here 

during the rest of his life, rearing ten children, all grown 

to maturity, the subject: lof this sketch being the third in 

the order of birth. He attended subscription schools dur- 

ing a part of several years, but his father was in close 

circumstances and it was necessary for his son to help 

on the place when ‘there ‘cVas work to be done. The 

country school houses in thlose days were of the most 

primitive sort, bein g built of logs with puncheon seats 

and greased paper for window panes. 

Eli was always called upon tb take the lead in all kinds 

of heavy work about the place owing to his unusual phys- 

ical st&ngth, so he did the major part of the work in 

clearing the heavily timbered land where his father set- 

tled and with whom he remained until maturity, then he 

went to work as a farm hand, for which he received 
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only seven dollars per month, but which he continued 

working at for a period of five years, during a part of 

which time he was employed on a shingle machine, being 

associated with his brother, \I’esley. Then he baught a 

house and lot in Worthington, n-here hk lived for several 

years, renting land and tilling it, in that neighborhood. 

In about three years he traded’ his town property in part 

payment ton a farm, on which he has ,since lived. This 

farm at first consisted of eighty acres in the forest, upon 

which was a small log cabin, in which the subject lived 

for a short time, then building a log house, in which he 

lived for ten years, which he regards as the happiest days 

of his life. He cleared most of the land himself, hiring a 

few hands to assist. He has added to his original piece 

of ground until he now towns over four hundred acres, 

seventy-six acres of which are in the Eel River bottoms, 

which is fertilized by overflow, but the overflows are not 

of a nature to be of serious injury to the land or the 

crops on it,, fmor it produces immense crops of corn. He 

raises corn crops on his upland fields, usually follows 

them by crops of oats and clover, but he uses no commer- 

cial fertilizers, being able to keep 11;s land in good pro- 

ductiT.e condition by other methods. 

Mr. Stalcup feeds, nearly all the corn the place pro- 

duces to hogs and cattle, which he turns on the pastures 

in summer. He handles Poland China hogs exclusively, 

and he has .the largest drove of sheep in the vicinity of 

Worthington. H’ f IS arm is fenced mostly with woven 

and barbed wire.’ His house is ‘commodious, convenient 

and in good repair, and his outbuildings are well kept. 

Eli Stalcup was married the first time in 1853 to Mar- 
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garet J. Brookbank, of Sullivan county, Indiana, and sis 

children were born to this union, all of whom died young, 

escept Sarah Ellen, who is the wife of Levi Swango, 

now living on a farm in Greene county. They have 

seven children, six of whom are living. Mr. Stalcup’s 

first wife died August IS, 1868, and he was again mar- 

ried May 16, 1869, to Clara Terhune, a native of Ohio, 

but iv110 was reared in Greene county, Indiana. Four 

children were born to this union, namely: Kettie, the 

wife of Grant Fulk, living in Greene county, to W-~OII~ 

four children have been born; Harly E., who is married 

and has two chiltlrcn, lives on the home place, working 

wit11 his father; Lena May is single and lives at home; 

F41za T?., is living at home working with his brother on 

the fzirn. 
The subject of this sketch enlisted in Company A, One 

Huntlrcd nntl Fifteenth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer In- 

fantry, in 1S63, and served eight m80nths, having been in 

Rosecrans’ army. He enlisted for six months, but served 

two months over time, having been at Cumberland Gap 

when his time expired. His two cousins, Stephen and 

Calvin Stalcup, were also soldiers. 

Eli Stalcup’s wife has been twice married, first to 

James E. Terhune, who was a soldier in the Thirty-first . 

Indiana Volunteer Infantry, having served with this regi- 

ment for four years, bein, m in all the battles in which the 

regiment was engaged. He died one year after his mar- 

riage from a disease contracted in the line of duty as .a 

soldier. 

Both the subject and his wife were members of the 

Protestant A4ethodist church. 
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Mr. Stalcup is a loyal Republican, but he always 

desires the best men in any public office, not caring to 

support “political rings” of questionable standing. He 

was constable for two terms and has been supervisor! but 

was never a candidate for important public offices. 

The subject is a plain, honest citizen, who has won 

his success by hard work and habits of industry in what- 

ever he undertook, and the record of his family is one 

that cannot be questioned. 

I Ii DR. GEORGE B. GRAY. 

The subject of this sketch has not yet entered the 

realm of the aged, but his experiences are ripening to 

a full development, and he is now at the zenith of his 

powers. Dr. George B. Gray was born J”ly I 6, 1865, at 

Solsberry, Greene county. He is the son of William and 

Anna (Henderson) Gray, the former a native of Craw- 

Sol-d county, Pennsylvania, and the latter a native of 

Morgan county, Ohio. . 

William Gray was educated in his native state in 

‘the best scl~ools that the country afforded at that time. 

He came to Ohio when fifteen years old and settled in 

Morgan county, where he remained until rS64, where 

he engaged in farmin g and stock raising, which pursuit . 

he continued through life. He married when nineteen 

years old. Xtr. Gray moved to Greene county, near Sols- 

berry, in 1864, buyin, m a farm which he continued to con- 

duct until ISSO, when he moved to IVorthington, where 

. 
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he remained ten years, then moving to Bloomirqton, 

lvhere he is still living. He has ‘been retired for some 

time. His wife died in 1873, having given birth to 

eleven children, of whom the subject of this sketch is the 

youngest. 

Dr. Gray was educated in the public schools in his 

native community and in the State University at Bloom- 

ington, Indiana. He worked on his father’s farm until 

he entered the university. He commenced reading med- 

icine under the direction of his brother, Dr. 0. F. Gray, 

of Spencer, Indiana, which he continued for one year, 

when he entered the &Medical College of Indiana at In- 

dianapolis, from which he graduated in I&%+, receiving . 
the degree of Dfoctor of NIeclicine. He began practic- 

ing medicine at Paragon, Indiana, where he remained 

for one year; he then came to Worthiqton, in which 

city he has been engaged in the practice of his profes- 

sion and in the drug business for a period of twenty-two 

years. Dr. Gray also graduated at Bellevue in 1889, 

taking the degree of Doctor of Medicine, and he took 

a post-graduate course in Chicago in 1907. J 

K Dr. Gray was married December 26, 1890, to Myrtle 

Young, of 1Vorthington, Indiana. She is the daughter 

of Joseph ancl Ella Moses. There has been’ no issue 

from this union. The subject has an adopted daughter, 

Beulah, whso is ei$tl years old (1908). 

The subject is a Republican. He was coroner of 

Greene county for two terrns, or four years, and he has 

been secretary of the board of health in Worthington 

during the greater part of his residence in that city. He 

is a member of the Independent Orde? ;fof Odd Fellows 

and also of the Red Men. 

c 



878 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS 

BEN JAMIN BACH. 

The subject of this biographical revielv is a native 

of Frauenburg, Kurland, Russia, born on the 12th of 

October, I 876. He remail;ecl in his native country untii 

twenty years old, bein, m educated in Russia and at Ber- 

lin, Germany. In 1896 he embarked for the “new 

Iv&-ld,” and located in Louisville, Kentucky, during thee 

first five years of his sojourn in America. The succeed- 

ing two years were spent in Chicago, in both cases being 

engaged in the mercantile business. Others of the family 

Sollowed until there are four of his brothers conducting a 

large mercantile house in Chicago, and three of his sis- 

ters reside in that city. The parents, Meyer and ‘Zesne 

(Zesner) Bach, are also residents of Chicago. The fa- 

ther is a retired merchant. These members of the family 

came to this country from Berlin, Germany, in 1905. 

The eldest brother and eldest sister are residents of Ber- 

lin, while the parents and eight sons and daughters are 

in America. 

Ben Bach came to Linton, Indiana, in 1903, and 

here established o’ne of the leading clothing stores in the 

city. He has a large and carefully selected stock of 

clothing, gents’ furnishing goods, .shoes, trunks, suit- 

cases, etc., combined with jewelry appropriate to men’s 

wear. Though a comparatively recent acquisition to the 

busineis circles of Linton, the house is well and favorably 

known throughout a large area of country. Ben’s motto 

has been “A square deal to all,” and this policy has given 

him a prestige in business second to none in the city. 

Conspicuous in the affairs of this popular house is Charles 
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B. Bach, a. younger brother, who is manager of the busi- 

ness, and a most pleasant and accommodating voung 

man. He was born .in the same province as the elcler 

brother, received a good education in his native land, 

and in the Business University in Chicago. Pi-e\-ious to 

leaving the continent of Europe he traveled extensively, 

thus familiarizing himself with the conditions and cus- 

toms of that land, and finally went on a prospecting 

tour into South Africa. He came to Linton, in his pi-es- 

crit capacity, in 1904. He is a Royal Arch Mason, an 

O&l Fellow and a member of the Encampment of the 

last nanictl frntcrnity. 

J:clljnmin Jhch, tlx subject of this article. ~vas mar- 

+(I it1 I,ouisvillc, Kentucky, May 29, 189S, the lady of 

llis clloic~ I)cillg I’;lulinc IAuric, a native of Schaulen, RUS- 

skr. I Icr ~x~rct~ts livctl antI tlictl in their native land. 

‘1’111.CC cllil(lt-cl1 11avc lxxn born to tllis union, .the elclest 

of ~llcw is Helen ‘I’., a little nliss of six years; Ephrainl 

J,co is three years old and Cecilia, an infant of one year 

in 190s. 

Mr. Bach is prominently identified xi-it11 a number 

of fraternal lodges and societies, the most important of 

which are : Linton Lodge, No. 560, Free and &Accepted 

Masons; Linton Chapter, No. 132, Royal Arch Masons ; 

Unity Lodge, Nco. 637, Independent Order of Odd Fel- 

lows, and the Encampment connected therexith J Linton 

Camp, No. 100, Woodmen of the World, and the Knights 

of Pythias fraternity. The brothers are Republicans in 

political views, though not aggressive in politics. TheJ 

adhere to the religious faith of their ancestors, being be- 

lievers in the doctrines and active members of thp TW:- 

ish church. 
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JAMES JEFFERSOX LANGTOK. 

Greene county is characterized by her full share of 

the honored and faithful element who have done so much 

for the development and upbuilding .of Indiana and the 

establishment of the institutions of civilization in this 

fertile and well favored section. In this work are com- 

prised many biographical sketches of this class of citi- 

zens, and it is not too early to record in print the prin- 

cipal items in the lives of these honest people, giving 

honor to whom honor is due. Among these honored and 

sturdy pioneers the subject of this review is properly 

installed, his life having been worthy of commendation 

and admiration, as a host of people in this county who 

knew him well can testify. 

- Mr. Langton was born in Wooster, Ohio, April 

30, 1837, but spent’ most of his life in Indiana. He is 

the son of David and Mary (Black) Langton, natives of 

Pennsylvania, who moved to Wooster, 1Vayne county, 

Ohio,, early in life. Later moving- to the Hoosier state, 

David Langton enlisted his services in the defense of the 

Union at Logansport, but before he could see active 

service at the front fell sick and was discharged for dis- 

ability, thus being deprived of his desire to render service 

to his country. He and his wife were the parents of . 

three children, namely : James J-, the subject of this 

sketch; Martha, the wife of James Denney, ‘of Scotland, 

Indiana; Bruce, who gave his life for his country, hav- 

ing been killed in battle during the Civil war. David 

Langton passed away at his home in Logansport in De- 

cember, 186;. Mrs. Langton’s death occurred in her 

native community-Wooster, Wayne county, Ohio. 
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James Jefferson Langton received what education he 

could from the rural schbools. He was left motherless 

when a small boy and later lived with his aunt, Jane Rus- 

sell, with whom he remained until the feeling that his 

country needed his services in her dark clays of trial, 

consequently he enlisted in Company I<, One Hundred 

and Seventeenth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, on August 

I, 1863, and efficiently semed as a teamster until he was 

honorably discharged February 37, 1S6.+ not having 

taken part in any battle, somewhat to his regret, but he 

felt that his work was just as essential as that of the man 

behind the gun, and, indeed, he should receive the same 

honor. After the war Mr. Langton settled on a farm 

near Scotland, Greene county, Indiana, later buying forty 

acres of land in Daviess county, this state, and while he 

never farmed on an extensive scale, he did in a most 

praiseworthy manner what tasks he found to do and 

was reasonably successful throughout his life. On Feb- 

rualy 14, 1866,,he was united in marriage with Rachel 

M. Garrett, daughter of Andrew and Jane (Walker) 

Garrett, natives of Pennsylvania, who came to Ohio with 

their parents, marrying in the last named state, and 

where, in Athens county, the wife of our subject was 

bo,rn. 1Mr. Garrett was a cooper by trade, which he plied 

in Marion county, Ohio, until the spring of 1861, when 

he moved with his family to Taylor township, Greene 

county, Indiana, where he continued his trade. He was a 

stanch Republican, and both Mr. and Mrs. Garrett were 

members of the United Presbyterian church. They 

raised the following children : Nancy, who married an- 
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drew Brown, both deceased; Margaret, who married 

James Wallace, both deceased; Mary Ann, who became 

the wife of 1Villiam Baird, is dead, as is also her ~ILIS-~ 

band; Rache! M. is the wife of the subject; John W., who 

makes his home with Mrs. Lang-ton, and has been en- 

gaged as a farmer and nurseryman, married Martha 

Hand, of Ohio, after which they came to Greene county, 

Indiana, where she died. He was a gallant soldier in 

the Federal ranks in the sixties, after which he made 

his htome in Martin county and in Scotland, this state. 

John W. has the following children : Mary A., William, 

Frank, Calvin, Minnie and Allie. Jemima Garrett was 

first married to Barney Rienhart. Her second husband 

was William Jackson and her third marriage was to F. 

Hall. She is now living in Boulder, Colorado. Mr: Gar- 

rett passed away in Martin county, Incliana, in 1868. 

Mrs. Garrett was called to her reward from Ohio. 

After 1566 J ames J. Langton and wife lived three 

miles west of Scotland, Indiana, for a, period of seven 

years, and then moved to Scotland in 1873, where he 

engaged in the broom making business until his death, 

which occurred January 27, 1907, after having made a 

comfortable home for his family and gained the honor 

that all such well ordered lives should receive. Mrs. 

Langton lives at Scotland. 

Mr. and Mrs. Langton’ had but one child, Bruce F., 

now a well known merchant in Bloomfield, this county, 

being a dealer in dry goods and gents’ furnishings. He 

was born November 6, 1871, and educated in the com- 

mon schools, also took two courses in normal work, and 

taught music for seven years with marked success. He 
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subsequently engaged in business in Scotland, and later 

lived in Indianapolis for eighteen months, where he 

clerked for William H. Block & Company, and where he 

increased his knowledge of this line of business. In 1903 

he purchased an interest in the business of F. R. Van 

Meter, and under the firm style of Van Meter & Langton 

conducted a successful .business for two pears, when the 

junior member of the firm retired, but only for a month, 

when he opened up with an entirely new stock, and has 

since conducted a thriving business entirely on his own 

account, showing that he has pronounced innate busi- 

ncss traits that make for success in the business world. 

TII 1894 IIC cliosc a life partner, Anna B. Ingles, and one 

twiglit ;111(l intcrcstiilg chiltl, Marian Lillian, has ,blessecl 

tlwir I~OIIIC as a result of this union. Bruce Langton is 

:I Ioy:ll lic~~ttl~lic;ul and hc and his estimable wife are 

nw&rs of the United Presbyterian churcl~. 

CHRISTIAN DANIELSON. 

The present efficient superintendent of schools in 

Greene county was born in Denmark, November 16, 1853, 

the son of Johan and Anna (Lillianskjosld) Danielson. 

The father of our subject was attorney general of Schle- 

wig and died in 1873. His wife, mother of our subject, 

died in 1S59. They were both earnest, consecrated Chris- 

tians, members of the Lutheran church. Two children 

were born to them-Christian, the subject of this sketch, 

and Secelia, wife of a Mr. Lever, now living in Copen- 

hag-en, Denmark. 
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Our subject graduated with honors from the Uni- 

versity of Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1873. Though only 

twenty years of age when he graduated, yet, as is the 

custom in Denmark, he had devoted himself closely to his 

student life, resulting in an education of the highest type. 

He immigrated to America in 1S74, lancling first in 

Xen- York, but afterwards settl+g in Baltimore. Mary- 

land. Here he labored at anything he coulcl get to do, 

and business was tit a lo,iv tide on account of the severe 

PZtlliC Of 1873. He iemainecl here about two years, when 

he went to Lynchburg, Virginia. Being full of energy 

and grit, he willingly turned his attention to anything 

that ~~-0tdcl give him honest employinentt so he engaged 

as a farm hand, other kinds of labor being scarce. In 

this capacity he laborecl for about seven years befxe a 

change came. Besides the hard times, he encountered 

the difficulty of learning a new language, \vliich to one 

whose mother tongue is not English is no easy task. 

Continuing his labors on the farm, he came to Indiana in 

1$78, and to Greene county in 1881, working on a farm 

in Highland t,osvnship for two years. His first and 

only change was to teaching, and in this, like every other 

work to which he applied his head and hand, success 

came to him in an eminent degree. For four years he 

taught in Marco, and Bloomfielclt seeing his ability and 

success in this rising young man, sought his service in 

their public schools. He was made principal of their 

high school, in which capacity he continued for seven 

years. He then went to Owensburg. ha&g been elected 

to the superintendency, which he held for three years; 

thence to Switz City, where he served in the same capac- 
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ity for seven years. In June, 1907, he was elected to the 

ofice of county superintendent, which office he now holds, 

and is praised by all for his efficiency and eneqy in try- 

ing to raise still higher the already high standard of 

Greene county schools. 

. 

While in Bloomfield he was married to Susan Ful- 

ler, daughter of David and Elizabeth Fuller. She was 

born in Smith township and her parents are now both 

dead. Her father was an early settler of the county and 

at the time of his death owned a large farm. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Danielson were born three chil- 

dren--Olaf Hogarth, born at Bloomfield, July 30, 1890 ; 

Rolf Segurd, born at Owensburg, June 13, 1596, and 

Harrold Fuller, born at Solsberry, June 16, 1898. 

The family seems to be true to their early training. 

Mr. Danielson is .a member of the Lutheran church, while 

his wife continues true to the Baptist faith. He is a 

member of the Masonic order, and a Republican in poli- 

tics. His first vote was for Hayes and 1Vheeler. 

The success attained by our subject is a lesson to 

all-an illustration of what can be done when determina- 

tion ,ancl grit get behind a purpose in life to push it 

along. Other honors are yet in store for him. He has 

won for himself the confidence and high esteem of the 

people of the entire county. 

\VILLIAM L. HERRINGTOK. 

1Villiam L. Herrington is among the few n-ho find 

their native community good enough to spend their lives 
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in, so he has remained in Richlancl township, Greene 

county, since his birth, November 7, 1860. After receiv- 

ing a common school education and living at home until 

he was twenty-two years old, he located two and one- 

half miles northwest of Bloomfield, Indiana, where he 

farmed for seventeen years. In IgoI he was appointed 

superintendent of the Greene county poor asylum, and is 

now serving his fourth term. He is generally popular 

in his native county, being an active worker in the Dem- 

ocratic party, a Presbyterian and a member of the Order 

of Red Men, Lodge No. 230, of Bloomfield. It is said 

by many that no other man has filled the office he now 

holds so well as he. 

The subject was married on March 18, 1841.. to 

Camma Wo’rkman, of Highland township. They have 

no children. His wife is the daughter of Henry and Sa- 

rah (Buckner) Workman, of Highland township, Greene 

county. Mr. Workman marriecl the second time, choos- 

ing for a wife Mahela Buckner, who is still living in 

Bloomfield. He was a farmer. Both he and his first 

wife are now deceased. 

, 

Lewis Herring-ton, father of the subject, lived in 

Monroe county, Indiana, and married Caroline Miller, of 

near Dayton, Ohio. He had little chance to go to school 

and at the age of fourteen years went to live with George 

Bradford, where he remained for nine years, after which 

he took up farming .in Richland, township, Greene county. 

Later he went to Illinois, but returnecl to his olcl com- 

munity in Greene county, Indiana, where he co.ntinued 

farming. He was a Democrat and a Presbyterian. He 

died about 1887 and his wife died in 189;. They are 
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survived by four children-the subject of this sketch, 

Samuel H., a farmer in Fountain county, Indiana, who 

married Martha Bailes; Th,omas N., now in Los Angeles, 

California, formerly of Colorado and Kansas. He is an 

express messenger and married Prudence ,Thompson. 

Pearl is the wife of Harry Doyle, of Richland township, 

Greene county. 

James Herrington was the subject’s grandfather. 

He was a native of Kentucky and married Sarah Under- 

Wood, of Lawrence county, Indiana. He came to the 

latter state and settled in Greene county, where he man- 

aged a farm for many years. He married a second wife, 

Elizabeth Scott, and they mo,ved to Clark countyt Illi- 

nois, where they both died. James Herrington had six 

children, three by each wife. They are Lewis, John, 

Perry, George, James and Mary. 

John Miller was the subject’s maternal grandfather, 

a native of Philadelphia. He, married Elnora Imboden 

and they went to Ohi,o, settling near Dayton. Later they 

came to Richland township, Greene county, Indiana, and 

secured two hundred and forty acres of land, where they 

lived for eleven years. He was a farmer and black- 

smith. He retired in 1890 and moved to Bloomfield, In- 

diana, where he died in 1902. His second wife was Eliz- 

abeth Barton, of South Carolina. She died in Igoq in 

Worthin@on: He had nine children, all by his first wife. 

They were : Mariah, living near Tulip, Indiana; Cath- 

erine, living in Highland township; Elizabeth, living in 

Bloomfield ; Leah lives in Bloomiqton ; Caroline, mother 

of the subject; IMary lives in Bloomfield; Henry lives 

near Tulip; John, deceased; David. 
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i, WILLIAM L. SLINKARD. 

Men of general excellence in every station of life- 

men of industry, of integrity, of high principle, of ster- 

ling honesty of purpose-deserve and command the spon- 

taneous homage of their fellow men. 

-Notably conspicuous Among the learned and distin- 

guished men of Greene county is W7illiam L. Slinkard, of 

Bloomfield, a lawyer of repute, whose brilliant success has 

given him a state reputation. Gifted with talents beyond 

the measure of that given to the average individual, he has 

acquitted himself with exceptional honor as an advocate 

before judge and jury, and in those other spheres of duty 

and usefulness which the highest citizenship entails he has 

gained f*or himself the confidence inch esteem of all who 

know him. Possessing a strong individuality, unimpaired 

vigor, discreet judgment and generous impulses, qualities 

thtit lead to positions of honor and trust-he has dis- 

charged the important public and private trusts that have 

come to him with marked devotion and absolute fidelity. 

Coming from a long line of honorable ancestry, 

whose early training inculcated a strict devotion to life’s 

plain and simple virtues, he has struggled from humble 

surroundings to a commanding place in the \vorld of af- 

fairs, and by his own achievements has gained a compe- 

tency before reaching the meridian of life. 

William L. Slinkard is a native of Cass township, 

Greene county, Indiana, where he was born February 19, 

1S64. He is a son of Nathan V. and Sarah E. Slinkard, 

an appropriate sketch of whom appears elsewhere. in this 

volume. He was reared and worked on the farm, spend- 
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ing his boyhood amid the environments of rural life. He 

attended the village schools, completing the entire course, 

and later attended the normal school at Bloomfield, after 

which he taught .%chool for several years. He then took 

up the study of law, readin, v with Rose & Short, of Bloom- 

field, and attended law school at the University of Vir- 

ginia. . When twenty-one years old he was admitted to 

the BIoomfieId bar, and has ever since been one of its lead- 

ing members. He was appointed deputy prosecuting at- 

torney for the fourteenth judicial circuit in 1SS6 and his 

diligence in prosecuting offenders gained for him his 

party’s nomination for prosecutifig attorney in ISgo. He 
was duly elected aild re-elected in 1S92. His administra- 

tion of this office and his zealous regard for the public 

morals gained f,or him a wide reputation as an able and 

fearless lawyer, and when he retired from office he easily 

secured a clientele second to none in the county. Mr. 

Slinkard is a Democrat of the progressive type,, and served 

as presidential elector in rS96. He was his party’s nomi- 

nee in 1906 for joint state senator from Monroe, Owen 

and Greene counties, and reduced the Republican majority 

from twelve hundred to seven hundred. 

~~.‘illiam L. Slinkarcl was married on June 2, 1S97, 

to Pearl Cravens, daughter of Dr. Samuel C. and Mat-y L. 

Cravens. She was born and raised in Bloomfield, is a 

graduate of the Bloomfield high school, and is a social 

favorite in the best circles of society. Born to this union 

are three daughters, Esther, Ruth and Saomi, all living. 

and one son dead, William cravens Slinkard. 

Fraternally IMr. Slinkard is a member of the Nasons, 

Knights of Pythias, Odd Fellows? Red Men and Encamp- 
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ment, and Elks, having been through all the chairs except 

those of the Masons and Elks. He is a member of the 

Lutheran and his wife of the Presbyterian church. 

EMERY F. KAXTOX. 

Emery F. Haxton was born in Owen county, Indi- 

ana, in ISj9. and was educated in the public schools of 

that county, working on his. father’s farm until 1S92, 

I\-hen he came to 1Vorthington, Indiana, and entered the 

hardware. business, which he worked at fo,r over two years. 

He was then in the drug business and later a traveling 

salesman. He later entered the hotel business and has 

been pro,prietor of the Williams House in 1Vorthington 

since -April 9, 1907. He was married in January, 1832, 

to Mary McClarren, a native of Greene county, and the 

daughter of John F. and Elizabeth (Williams) McClar- 

ren. They have one child, Estill R., who is a me&ant 

in Jasonville, Indiana. E. F. Haston is a Republican 

and Iv-as township trustee for six years. He is an Odd 

Fellow, having filled all the chairs in the local lodge, and 

is a, member of the grand lodge and .grand encampment. 

Nrs. Haxton is a member of the Presbyterian church. 

Alexander C. Hast,on wasthe father of the subject, 

a native of Ohio, who married Mary Harstine, a native 

of Pennsylvania. They had four children, namely: E. 

F.t subject of this sketch; Laura, wife of Albert Daller, 

of Indianapolis; Harvey D., now a real estate ancl in- 

surance dealer in Worthington. Indiana ; Catherine, wife 
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of Merton C. Bentley, ,of Chicago. A. C. Haston was 

a soldier in the Civil war, having enlisted in 1861 in 

Company F, ?Jinety-seventh Indiana Volunteer Infantry.. 

He was in many of the hardest-fought en,aa,aements of 

the war-Gettyshur g, Shiloh, MissionaryRiclgeancl Look- 

out Mountain. He was badly wounded at the last named 

battle and was never again able to go to the front, but 

was on detached duty at Indianapolis. He n-as mustered 

out in March, 1865, and is now living in Indianapolis, 

an invalid, being absolutely helpless from the effects of 

his’wouncls. However, he does not regret his service to 

his country. 

The grandfather of the subject, Richard G. Haston, 

was of Irish descent. He came to Ohio and later to 

Owen county, Indiana. In 1842 he entered land there, 

lx-here he farmed the remainder of his life, and died in 

ISgo. The subject’s ,oranclfather Harstine u-as a native. 

of Pennsyh-ania, who moved to Owen county, Indiana, 

about 18qo. where he spent his life and died in 1877. 

The subject has always been regarcled as an honest, 

upright and industrious citizen. 

-- 

\\,‘ILLI,‘IM ALEXAKDER TERRY. 

Some very interesting historical facts are brou,oht 

to light by takin g a glimpse into the ancestral records 

of William A. Terry, one of Worthington’s representa- 

tive citizens. He was bon1 in Muhlenberg county, Ken- 

tucky, being the son of George W. and Nancy A. (She!- 
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ton) Terry. His father was born in Virginia, having 

come to Kentucky with his parents when fourteen years 

‘of age. 

William’s great-grandfather, Miles Terry, was prac- 

tically one of the colonial settlers, locating first in Con- 

necticut, coming later to Virginia, and th,ere ended his 

days. His nephew, Eli Terry, and his son were the old 

original clock makers of the time. He took part in the 

Revolutionary war, and was with JVashingotn at the sur- 

render at Yorktown, where he was wounded, from the ef- 

fects of which he afterward died. The following alludes to 

George Terry , grandfather of the subject. It was at his 

home church that the association of the Baptist church 

met when that denomination became divided, and it Iv-as 

there that Alexander Campbell withdrew from the asso- 

ciation. In his home were drawn LIP the resolutions de- 

nouncing the church doctrine of Alexander Campbell. 

William’s grandfather, Thomas Terry, born in 179 I? 

was a soldier in the War of 1812. Out of a family of nine 

children, four are still.livin g, in Igo& the oldest of whom 

is Rev. George ‘IV. Terry, father of our subject. rinother, 

one.of the four, Azel M., was a soldier in the Civil war, 

and was a member of the Eleventh Kentucky Infantry. 

His home is still in that state. Thomas G., another of the 

family, was also a member .of the Kentucky regiment of 

mounted infantry, and here contracted a disease from 

which he died. _ 

The Rev. George W. Terry has had a most com- 

mendable career as a minister, being ordained in 1857. 

and is a graduate of the olcl Baptist University at Chi- 

cago. In July, rgq he preached his fiftieth anniversary 
; , 
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sermon, and is still filling his pulpit, at the age of eighty- .-%-..__ 

three. He too, was a soldier in the Civil war, having en- 

listed in 1862, in the Ninty-seventh Indiana Infantry and 

later became regimental chaplain. He participated in the 

battles of Missionary Ridge, Jackson, Mississippi ; Re- 

saca, Chickasaw Mountain, Atlanta, Savannah, Benton- 

ville and others. He was mustered out in July, 1865 He 

has preachecl over eleven thousand sermons and has bap- ’ , 

tizecl about fourteen hundred persons. In his younger 

clays he practiced law, having been licensed as an attorney 

while in Kentucky, in 1851. 

On the maternal side we find also some interesting 

records. Grandfather John Shelton came from North 

Carolina and settled finally in Kentucky. He f,ollowecl 

farming and owned some slaves. He gained a wide 

reputation as a hunter, and took active part in many In- 

clian wars. 1Vhile at Point Commerce, he was sent with 

his command to re-inforce General Harrison at Tippe- 

canoe. 

1A’illiam, our subject, x-as educated in the public 

schools of Monroe county, and remained upon the home 

farm until twenty-four years of age. He then rented a 

farm for himself, continuing thereon for ten years, after 

which he purchased a farm of eighty acres, operating it in 

connection with a sawmill. In rSg4 he disposed of these 

and removed to Worthington. He then bought some coal 

land and for three years gave this his attention. Upon 

disposing of this, he went into the marble business, and 

was jtoined later by his brother. The firm is now enjoy- 

ing a very satisfactory volume of business. 

On March 4, 1877, Mr. Terry was united in matri- 
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mony with Mary Teague, who was born in Morgan COLIII- 

ty, Indiana, and is the daughter of Solomon and Melinda 

(Duckworth) Teague. At the time of her marriage to 

Mr. Teague, the latter was the widow of John Dittemon. 

Our subject and wife have the f,ollowing children : 

Estella, wife of Scott Dodson; Mamie, born in 1884 and 

wife of Marion Mast. Miner, twin brother to Mamie, 

* died in infancy; Lennie, born in 1887, is the wife of 

Henry Goens, and is the mother of two children. 

Mr. and Mrs. Terry are members of the Baptist 

church, of which Mr. Terry is both deacon and trustee. 

He has also been a’teacher ancl superintendent of the Sun- 

clay school for many years. He is an active worker in the 

orders of Knights of Pythias and the Modern \Yooclmen, 

in both of which he has held important offices. He is 

a Republican, and Mr. Terry has demonstrated his pa- 

triotism by an upright career and loyalty to the principles 

of brotherhood in his daily contact with men. 

’ DAVID SANDERS FAULK. 

Among the representative men of Greene county who 

r have added character and stability to the community and 

contributed largely of means and influence to its material 

advancement, the name of David S. Faulk is deserving of 

especial mention. Broad minded and liberal in his views 

of men and things, he has made his presence felt for 

good, and now after a long and useful career he can look 

back over his past life and find little therein to contrast 
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and much to commend. Mr. Faulk’s ancestors were 

among the early pioneers of N’orth Carolina, in which 

state his grandparents on both sides of the family were 

born. Grandfather Faulk spent his entire life in his na- 

tive commonwealth and died there maq. years ago. 

Charles Faulk, the subject’s father, also a Carolinian by 

birth and a farmer by occupation, married Nary Fiscus, 

whose parents moved to Indiana as early as 1S36 and 

settled in Owen county on a quarter section of land which 

Mr. Fiscus purchased from the government. In due time 

this land was .clearecl and improved, and on it Xr. and 

Mrs. Fiscus made their home until their deaths which _ 

occurred in the years 1S72 and 1S73, respectively. 

Charles Faulk spent the greater part of his life in 

Owen county, where he owned a farm of one hundred 

and twenty-six acres, which he cultivated until called to 

the other world in the year IS@. He and his good wife, 

zealous members of the Methodist Episcopal cl~urch, did 

much to introduce religion into the community they 

assisted in founding, and are rememberecl as amost escel- 

lent and God-fearing couple, many of whose virtues have 

been reproduced in their descendants. 

David S. Faulk is a native of Indiana and dates his 

birth from August 20, 1810, having first seen the light of 

day on the family homestead in Owen county. He at- 

tended the schools of his neighborhood as opportunities 

permitted, but when a mere youth, was obliged to assumk 

the responsibility of the farm’s management by reason of 

the death of his father and to this he devoted his attention 

until his mother’s second marriage, when, at the age of 

seventeen he began working for himself as a farmhand. 
. 
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TWO years later he purchased his first real estate, consist- 

ing of twenty acres, on which h’e erected a small -house 

and commenced improvin,, m until, in due time, he had the 

entire area, reduced to cultivation and here he lived until 

responding to the President’s call for volunteers to assist 

in putting down the rebellion, enlisting August 13, 1S62, 

in Company F, Ninty-seventh Indiana Infantry, x+ith 

which he served until mustered out June 9, 1S6;, and dur- 

ing the time experienced in full measure, .the vicissitudes 

and horrors of warfare, taking part in a’number of noted 

battles in Tennessee, Georgia, Mississippi and other 

states, including the engagements at Jackson, Knoxville 

alTd Missionary Ridge and various other ‘actions of the 

Atlanta campaign, among which were Resaca, Dalton, 

New Hope Church and Kenesaw Mountain, where he 

became physically disabled, resulting from vaccination 

which necessitated hospital treatment of- a number of 

‘weeks’ duration. 1Vhen sufficiently recovered to rejoin 

his command he again saw &tive duty at the battle of 

Griswoldville, Georgia, where he was twice wounded, and 

also participated in the engagement of Savannah, Geor- 

gia, in the reduction of Columbia, South Carolina. After 

being mustered out of service on the date above indicated, 

Mr. Faulk returned to Owen county, Indiana, and re- 

sumed the pursuit of agriculture, but, within a short time 

sold his little farm and during the follo’wing nine years 

tilled the soil as a renter. He then purchased five town lots 

in Forsyth, Illinois, and ten acres of land nearby, also a 

farm of one hundred and forty-nine acres in Greene coun- 

ty, to which he subsequently added forty acres and moved 

to this place where he continued to reside until 1894, when 
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he disposed .of the Place and bought a sixty acre tract 

\v]lich he improved and erected good buildings, making it 

]lis ljolne until retirin, m to Worthington three years later. 

Since 1~97 he has not actively been engaged in business 

of 211~ kind, havin, m a sufficiency of the world’s goods 

to insure ease and comfort for the remainder of his clays. 

SurFounded by this evidence of his industry and thrift 

and in the midst of a host Of friends, he is spending his 

time in the enjoyment of that peace and content which 

]lave come to crown a loll, r and strenuous career, and. 

standing high in the esteem of the public and making-his 

influence felt in behalf of all that tends to its advance- 

ment, he may truly be regarded as one o’f the leading and 

enterprising men of the community which he h80nors with 

his residence. 

Mr. Faulk was first married in 1859, to Malona 

Pearce. After her death he chose a second companion 

anO helpmate in the person of Margaret Stanley, daugh- 

ter of John ancl Mary (Ball) :tanley, who has presided 

over his. home from that time to the present, and contrib- 

uted not a little to his success in life. Two childreq were 

born to the former union, the second being without issue. 

Mr. Faulk is a Republican in politics, a member of 

the Grand Army of the Republic and for many years has 

been a leading and influential communicant of the Baptist 

church. He has ever manifested a lively interest in be- 

half of all lines of good work under the auspices of the 

Baptist denomination, contributing liberally to its educa- 

tional and benevolent institutions, the endowment of 

Franklin College especially profiting by his benefactions, 

and to him more than to any one man is due the erection 

. 
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of the house of wocship known as Mt. Vernon church, 

near his farm home, having pers.onally gotten out all the 

timber for the. building, besides raising the greater part 

of the funds necessary to its construction. 

JAMES M. MCDOWELL. 

James M. iMcDowel1, hotel proprietor of Linton, 

Indiana, was born July I I, I&-J, at Springville, Law- 

rence county, and after attending school there for a 

number of years engaged in teaching in the public 

schools of his native county for three years. He was 

elected sheriff of that county in 1883 and served two 

years. In 18s~ he purchased a st,ock of hardware, 

alslo a hotel at Owensburg, and conducted these for a 

period of fifteen years. He left his property there and 

went to Oolitic, Indiana, later selling his holdings at 

Owensburg and operated a hardware business together 

with a hotel at Oolitic, and was postmaster of the place 

for three years, beginning in 1902, but he resigned the 

office in 1905, sold his business interests and purchased 

the Remington hotel, which he now conducts. He served 

as justice of the peace and notary public in Lawrence 

county, and as census enumerator in ISSO. He is a 

Republican, and has been a member of the Christian 

church for more than forty years. He married Ellen 

. Armstrong on March I, 1874. She was the daughter of 

Ari Armstrong, of Perry township, Lawrence county. 

Seven children have been born to this union as follows: 

Edith, deceased: Winnie, deceased; Gail, wife of Homer 

Thrasher, of Bloomington ; Lena, Nellie, Ari C. and Paul, 

all living at home. All are graduates from the common 
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s,hools except Paul, who is now in the eighth grade work. 

Ari is a civil engineer in the employ of the Illinois Central 

Railroad Compav Nellie attended Valparaiso Normal 

College. She and Lena also attended the Danville, Illi- 

nois, normal school, where they took the teacher’s course. 

The subject was a charter member of the Hardins- 

burg Lodge, Nso. 23, Knights of Pythias, organized in 

February, 1872. He has since transferred his member- 

ship to the Bloomfield, Acolade Lodge, Xo. 63. He is 

also a member of the Odd Fellows Lodge, Xo. 545, at 

O~~ensI~urg, having joined it in 1895. 

The subject is the son of John and Ann (Owen) 

$[cDowell, the former was born in North Carolina, in 

I Sag, and the latter in the same state, in ISI I. They 

married in Lawrence county, where they spent their lives. 

‘They had nine children, namely: Sallie, Elizabeth, &/Iary, 

IVilliam I-I., James WI., Milton P., Xancy A4., Jennie and 

Lucinda. The parents of the subject both died in Monroe , 

county, Indiana, in their seventieth year. William H. 

McDowell, the subject’s brother, was a private in Com- 

pany H, Third Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry. 

Milton B., a brother, was also a soldier in the Civil Ivat-. 

Both saw hard service. The former was wounded at 

Pittsburg Landing. The latter was wounded at Raleigh, 

North Carolina. Both are still living. 1Villiam is a phy- 

sician in Isola, Kansas. 

WARREN CLYDE TINSTMXN. 

Among the progressive young business men of Lin- 

ton, Indiana, is 1Varren C. Tinstman, who was born in 
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Butler, Dekalb county, this state, January 19, ISSO. He at- 

tended school at Butler, graduating from the high school 

there when fifteen years of age. He was engaged in the 

laundry business for many years, beginning as an em- 

ploye in his home town. He purchased a laundry plant 

at Garrett, Indiana, which he operated for one year. 

Then he wld out and leased a plant at Bloomfield? for 

eight months, pending negotiation to purchase his present 

business. This was culminated in August, 1903, when he 

purchased a half interest in a laundry and continued in 

a partnership business for two years, when he bought the 

entire plant, which has a capacity of doing about three 

hundred dollars worth of business each week. He em- 

ployes an average of nine people. It is ecluippecl with 

modern machinery and appliances and is perhaps the bus- 

iest place in Linton. It turns out first class work and 

Mr. Tinstman enjoys a very liberal home patronage. 

The subject was marriecl September 17, 1903, to 

Lillian R. Roberts, daughter of Charles H. and Catharine 

Roberts, of Fair Play township, Greene county. 311-s. 

Tinstman lx-as borl! on a farm where her parents now live. 

They have a fine farm and are among the prosperous 

families of the community. 

The subject is the s&i of John IV. and Sarah ( GLUI- 

senhauser) Tinstman, the former being born in ISjS, in 

Elkhart county, Indiana, and the latter in Dekalb county. 

John W. is a contractor and builder. He is now promot- 

ing a patent right business. He is the patentee of the 

Tinstman Concrete Block Machine, and he has cliscontin- 

ued contracting to devote his\ attention to the sale of his 

patent machine. He is living at Butler, Indiana. He had 

. 
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ttvo sons, of which the subject is the eldest. John Henry, 

the other son, is a locomotive engineer, employed on the 

Pennsylvania Railroad. He is unmarried and lives at 

Carnegie, Pennsylvania. The father of the subject has 

been very successful in his business career. Both he and 

his wife are descended from German ancestors, who first 

settled in Pennsylvania. John Jacob Gunsenhauser, the 

subject’s grandfather, was a tailor in New York City. 

He later came to Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana, dying 

in Dekalb county. 

The subject is a Republican, a member of the Elks 

and also Uniform Rank Knights of Pythias. He is also 

a member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles. 

LEWIS R. HALL. 

Among the hig$ly respected citizens of Lyons, 

Greene county, Indiana, none stand higher in popular 

regard than does the subject of this brief s,ketch, which 

should have a tendency to inspire the ambitious, though 

l~oor, young man, who chances to read it, for this biog- 

raphy has to do with a man who was handicapped in his 

l~oyhood, but who clicl not permit poverty to clown him. 

On the contrary, he believed with Shakespeare that “sweet 

are the uses of adversity; though, like the toad, ugly and 

venomous, yet wears a precious jewel in their head,” and, 

having this conception of his early lack of opportunities, 

Mr. Hall set out on life’s pathway with fortitude anclZ 

his efforts have been crowned with abundant success. 
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The subject was born in Bloomfield, Indiana2 in 

1861, the son of Albert and Jennie (Fox) Hall, the father 

of the latter having oome to Bloomfield as a pioneer from 

North Carolina. He was always identified with the mer- 

cantile business. Grandfather Fox was a Revolutionary 

soldier. The father of the subject came from North Car- 

olina when a young man and settled in Bloomfield, 

where he foll~owecl his profession as tailor, dying there in 

the early sixties, when only middle aged, his wife having 

preceded him by several years, leaving two children, a 

daughter .and Lewis R., the subject of this sketch. 

Mr. Hall attended the public schools for a short time 

in Bloomfield, and later came to Lyons when but a boy 

with no one to care for !lim or to assist him in any way, 

but the fact that he was thus early in life thrown upon 

his own resources, developed in him that independence 

of nature and self-reliance that have made for success, 

without which no one succeeds to any marked degree. He 

attended school in Lyons for a short time, but he was . 
compelled to work at whatever odd jobs could be 

picked LIP, and for several years he hired out as a farm 

hand. By habits of economy he was able to save enough 

to take part in a company organized to. mine coal, and 

known as the Island Valley Coal Company, with head- 

quarters at Linton, which continued for many years until 

sold to the trust, Our subject was very successful in this 

venture. He then identified himself with another com- 

pany with offices at Terre Haute, known as the Sugar 

Valley Coal Company, in which he still owns an interest, 

but does not give his personal services to the work. This 

company is incorporated and doing an estensive business. 
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111 September, Ipj, Mr. Hall bought a hardware store 

in Lyons, in partnership with J. Mr. Sappinfield, under 

the fir-m name of Sappinfield & Hall. They gradually 

built up a trade sufficient to greatly increase. their original 

stock until now it is doubled. They maintain a high 

grade store, carrying a general line of hardware and farm- 

ing implements of all kinds. Their business is at present 

very large; in fact, it ~vould compare very favorably with 

similar lines of business in larger cities. The trade of this 

~11 established firm is not confined to the community 

jr1 \vjlicjl their store is located, but it extends to remote 

parts of the cwr1ly. 

XIr. T1aIl was n~arrictl in lSS+ to Sallie E. Brinson, 

tj~rrglrtrr of %c’I~~tl~~n Urinsoli. She is a native of Greene 

60~ty, IW ;u~cesf~~rs Iiavin~ conic to this state from Ken- 

[lrcky, Otts cltiltl Itas Ixcn horn to this union, Lillie 

Vickr, tllc tl:~io of llcr birth king rSSS. She is married 

nnfl llx mollter of one cllild. She and her mother are 

b0tl1 iiicriilms of the Methodist church. 

.J;I~cs I-Tall, an uncle of the subject, was a soldier 

iii’ t Iic i\Icsicaii war and also in the Civil war, later serving 

as n regular for five years. He is now deceased. 

.Fraternally the subject of this sketch is identified 

with the ilIasons and the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 

hvs, having filled all the chairs in the local lodge of the 

latter. He is a Democrat, but does not have the time 

nor the inchnation to take very active part in politics. 

However, &!!I-. Hall can always be depended upon to be on 

the right side of all questions pertaining to the gelleral 

public good and the moral uplift of his community. 

. 
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JAMES D. ENGLISH; D. D. S. 

The professional men of Worthington have clone 

much to promote the best interests of the city, and among 

those who are well known and have been closely identified 

with the city’s growth, is Dr. James D. English, who 

was born in Sullivan county, Indiana, March 16, 1858. 

His father, Jarred P. English, was a native of Ohio, hav- 

ing been born there December 4, 18zj. James’ great- 

grandfather came from Ireland in 1795, settled in Dela- 

ware and later removed to near Redstone, Pennsylvania. 

His wife, about whose name subject is not certain, but is 

either Anna McCollister or Anna (Collins) English, was 

the mother of six children, viz. : James, John, Patrick, 

Thomas, Katie and Polly. Thomas, our subject’s grancl- 

father, was the father of six children: Mary, Harriet, 

Jarred P., Nancy, Thomas, William, and John. He had 

one child, Samuel I., by a second wife. 

James’ mother, Mary A. (Lyons) English, was born 

in Ohio February I I, 1829, and died November I, 1871. 

Her grandfather, Hugh Lyons, was born in County 

Down, Ireland, in 1756, and died in Ohio in 1836. Her 

grandmother, whlose maiden name was Arabella Arburth- 

not, was also born in County Down, Ireland. She died 

in Belmont county, Ohio, in 1808, at the age of forty- 

six years. Mrs. English’s father was born in Belmont 

county, Ohio, in 1800, and died in Sullivan county, In- 

diana, in 1876. He was a blacksmith and edge tool 

maker, being a skilled workman and a most pious Chris- 

tian gentleman, having been an elder in the Presbyterian 

church for over fifty years. At the time of his death he 
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held the distinguished record of being the oldest Free 

’ Mason in point of membership in Sullivan cyunty. 

Jarred P. English, our subject’s father, was an or- 

derly sergeant in the Thirteenth Regiment of the Indiana 

Light Artillery, having enlisted in 1862 and was mus- 

tered out in the fall of 1864. This regiment had a most 

noted record, and was engaged in some of the most bit- 

ter and hard-foughts conflicts of the war. To follow. this 

company through its many vicissitudes would consume 

more space than this limited biography can afford, but 

reference to any standard chronicle of the Civil war will 

enable the reader to form an estimate of what the com- 

pany endured. Just as a suggestion we make reference 

here to Chickamauga, where the losses to both sides in 

killed, wounded and missing reached almost 40,000 men. 

Other conflicts in the list are Chancellorsville, Missionary 

Ridge, Lookout Mountain, Perryville, and many others. 

But in addition to active service on the field of battle Mr. 

English endured many hardships as a prisoner of war, 

coming out at the close of the service much weakened in 

body; but strong in patriotic spirit. After the war he fol- 

lowed the trade of blacksmith and also that of baker, and 

died October 20, 1897. 

James was educated in the public ‘schools of Greene 

county and worked with his father in the bakery, thus 

learning the trade, and then followed the business for 

several years. Having come to Worthington in 186; 

with his parents, being then only six years of age, he 

later took up dentistry, beginning the practice with Dr. 

P. H. Wilson in 1876. Following this he formed a part- 

nership with XV. H. 1Velch and- finally, in ISSO, he en- 
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gaged in business for himself, having a most gratifying 

patronage. 

Mr. ELglish is a Republican, but has taken a stand 

at all times for fair and hlonorable discharge of public 

obligations. He has been chosen a member of the town 

board and has also served his townsmen on the school 

board, one term each., He lends his support to the Pres- 

byterian church, having served as deacon and as teacher 

in the Sunday school. Not only in church life has hIr. 

English been prominent, but he is a familiar figure in 

the lodge halls of the city. Among his affiliations are 

the Odd Fellow, Masons, Modern Woodmen and East- 

ern Star, in most of which he has filled important offices. 

In the laying out and platting one of the additions to the 

city Mr. English has also had a part, as well as in per- 

fecting an addition to the cemetery. 

. 

On December 26, 1879, Mr. English was joined in 

matrimony to Dorcas A. Cantwell, of 1Vorthington, 

daughter of James F. and Margaret (Harper) Cantn-ell, 

both natives of this county. Three children have graced 

this union : Raymond X., born Xay 6, ISSI, is practic- . 

ing dentistry at Clay City; Jessie A., born October r 3, 

18S3, is the wife of Fred M. Dyer; Mamie, born in 1887, 

is a student in the Indianapolis Conservatory of 34usic 

and is now acting as assistant instructor in elocution. The 

subject owns a beautiful home and spent eleven years in 

the drug business, with J. T. Cooper as partner, under the 

firm name of Caooper & English. He was one of the orig- 

inators of the local telephone eschange and has been 

prominent in all local industries. 

-3l?-s. English’s father, James F. Cantwell, was a sol- 

dier in the Civil war and served three years in the Eighti- 
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eth Indiana Volunteer Infantry and was a non-oommis- 

sioned Iofficer, acting as captain for nearly two years, and 

he now resides at Cambia with his daughter, Mrs. AIag- 

gie Beach. He was a farmer in early life and later en- 

cared in the manufacture of brick. Since the death of b b 
his wife in February, 1908, he has resided with his 

daughter. He is a Republican, a Presbyterian, and be- 

longs to the Masonic fraternity and the Grand Army of 

the Republic, and was one of General U’ilcler’s brigade. 

CHARLES 6 COMBS. 

Charles E. Combs, a real estate and insurance 

clealer and one of the representative business men 

and public-spirited citizens of Greene county, is de- 

scended from sterling pioneer ancestq and traces 

both branches of his family to a periocl when the 

savages still roamed over Indiana soil, and the 

few cab.ins of the settlers were as niches in the dense pri- 

meval forests. William Combs, the subject’s grancl- 

father, a native of North Carolina, married in that state, 

Asanath Ellis, and in 1830 migrated to Rush county, 

Indiana, settling on land about sis miles from Rushville, 

where he remained until removing to Hancock county 

four y&u-s later. Subsequently, about 1S38, he changed 

his residence to Greene county, and purchasing a tract of 

gevernment land in Taylor to~wnship, in due time devel- 

oped a good farm and became a man of considerable local 

pi-eminence. i?Ir. Combs made the long journey from 

-.-. ., 



. 

9oS BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS 

North Carolina to his new home in the forests of Indiana, 

by team, cuttin g no small part of the way through the 

wilderness, campin g out at night and meeting with many 

stirring adsventures en. route, to say nothing of the nu- 

merous hardships experienced. He was an industrious 

man, a pious member of the Baptist church and an ar- 

dent Whig, although coming to the state where no black 

man was held in servitude. He reared a family of eight 

children and died in 1869. The names of his children 

were as follows : Joel E., d eceased; Jabez J., Acloniram 

P., Martha K., Mary Ann, deceased; Eli S., 1Villiam H., 

and Margaret, who died in infancy. 

William H. Combs, the youngest living member of 

the above family, and father of the subject of this review, 

was born June ~5, 1840, on the homestead in ‘Taylor 

township, and grew to manhood, a tiller of the soil, which 

honorable vocation, he has since followed. He married in 

1869, to. Isabella Faucett, whose birth occured in the 

above township in 1847, being the daughter of George 

and Elizabeth Stone Faucett, the father born in Orange 

county, Indiana, where his family settled many years ago. 

moving to this state from Kentucky. The family of 

George and Elizabeth Faucett consisted of ten children, 

the majority of whom grew to maturity and became well 

settled in life. Mr. Faucett died of measles while in the 

army, having been a member of the Fifty-ninth Indiana 

Infantry, his widow departing this life in Kansas, in 

1907, at the advanced age of eighty-three years. 

1Villiam H. and Issabella Combs have had ten chil- 

dren as follows : Charles E., whose name introduces this 

sketch ; Minnie, wife of Joseph Crabb ; James E. : Xar- 
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garet, died in infancy; Charlotte F., noiv Mrs. John Devil- 

hiss; Emma E., who married Alfred Isenogle; Mary A. 

wife of _&lonzo Carroll; Carrie E., John T., and William 

H., the last named dying in infancy. 

11’illiam H. Combs is a practical, farmer and a most 

excellent and praiseworthy citizen. He served two years 

in the Civil war, in Company H, Eighty-first Indiana 

Infantry, ancl was discharged on account of disability 

,before the expiration of hisi period of enlistment. He is 

a Republican in politics, and a consistent member of the 

Christian church, to which his wife and several of his 

children belong. 

Charles E. Combs, our subject, was born on the fam- 

ily homestead in Taylor township, June 25, 1870, and 

grew to maturity familiar with the rugged duties of the 

farm, attending at intervals the district schools of the 

neighborhood. After finishing the common school course 

he took a business course in the Indiana Business Univer- 

sity, at Indianapolis, in addition to which he also attended 

several normals, thus fittin g himself for teaching, a pro- 

fession he fOollowed for about four years with gratifying 

success. The inducements of the educational work, how- 

ever, not being in keepin g with his ideas of what a per- 

manent calling should be, he discontinued it at the expira- 

tion of the perioicl indicated, and in 1S94 removed to 

Bloomfield, where he served four years as deputy county 

auditor, under H. L. Doney, following which he engaged 

in the real estate and insurance business, his real estate 

interests in Greene and neighboring counties, taking a 

wide range, and he has made as many deals and as many 

sales as any other agency in the city of Bloomfield, to 





GREEXE COUNTY, INDIXX’;\. 011 

that comes to those who live clean lives and use their 

abilities for the betterment of humanity. \Villiam ITi. 

Templeton is a native of Greene county, Ohio, n-here his 

birth occurred July ~8, 1837, being the son of 1Villiam 

and Ruth (Bo,oth) Templeton, both born in Pennsylvania. 

The father, a soldier in the war of 1812, and a man of 

sterling worth, was the son of an Irish emigrant who 

canie to America in 1764, and sensed with creditable 

record in the stru,, mo-le for Independence. subsequently, 

settling in Pennsylvania. He married Joan \l’allace, an 

aunt of Hon. David JVallace, at one time governor 

of Indiana, and father of General Lew IValIace, the clistin- 

guished soldier, diplsomat and author. 

1Villiam IV. was reared on a farm, and continued 

that kind of life until reaching maturity, and then? 

in addition to agricultural pursuits; devoted much time to 

cutting cord-wood, remaining in his native state until 

1859, when, with a number of youths as daring as him- 

self, he went to Pike’s Peak in quest of fortune and 

adventure. Returning from the IVest lie resumed his 

former occupation and was thus engaged until the 

national horizon became overcast with the oi&ous 

clouds of rebellion, at the breBking out of which he re- 

sponded to his country’s call by enlisting in 186r, in ’ 

Company C, Twenty-first Indiana Infantry, subsequently, 

the First Heavy Artillery, with which he shared the for- 

tunes and vicissitudes of war in a number of campaigns 

and battles, including, among others, the actions of Baton 

Rouge and Port Hudson, Louisiana, Spanish Fort, and 

Mobile, Alabama. Being p romoted to first sergeant 

shortly after entering the servicet he later rose to the 
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ranks of second and first lieutenant, the former in April, 

1S64, the latter in March of the year following. After 

a military career covering- a period of four and one-half 

years, he was mustered out of service at Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana, January IO, IS&, and eleven days later re- 

ceived an honorable discharge at Indianapolis, Indiana, 

after which he engaged in the manufacture of lumber in 

Greene county, purchasin, r a well equipped mill which he 

operated with encouraging success during the thirty-five 

years ensuing. 1Vhile thus engaged he met with several 

reverses in fortune, not the least of which were the tn:6 

fires in which his mill was completely destroyed, entailing 

severe losses from which he did not immediately rally. 

Later he operated lumber mills for other parties for a 

period of five years, at the expiratidn of which time he 

discontinued active putsuits and has, since been living in 

retirement in Bloomfield, where he owns a comfortable 

and commodious home, and enjoys the respect and confi- 

dence of the large circle of friends and acquaintances with 

whom he mingles. 

Mr. Templeton has ever manifested a lively interest 

in the affairs of his city and county, gives encduragement 

and support to all measures for the public good,’ and 

. wields a wholesome influence in behalf o’f every enterprise 

calculated to promote the moral welfare of the commu- 

nity. Religiously he is an active and consistent member 

of the Christian church, of Bloomfield, in which he is dea- 

con I and for a number of years has been identified with 

the Masonic fraternity, the sublime principles and precepts 

of which he esemplifies in his relatiolk with his fellow 

men. Mr. Templeton has held no public office but has al- 
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l\-ays kept in close touch with public affairs, being a Re- 

publican in his political affiliations, but in no sense of the 

term a partisan or seeker after official preferment. 

The domestic life of Mr. Templeton dates from 

1~67, on May 22d, of which year he was united in the 

bonds of matrimony to Lolretta Rosecrans, daughter of 

Oliver and Mary J. (Kirk) R osecrans, the father a .nati\;e 

of Ohio and a nephew of General IV. S. Rosecrans, one 

of the distinguished Federal leaders in the Civil war. Mr. 

and Mrs. Templeton are the parents of eleven children, 

whose-names are as follows : Elmer, who died in 1SgS; 

Samuel IVallace, superintendent of mines, at Joplin, 

;L;Iissouri; Mary E., a member of the home circle ; Sarah 

Bell, deceased; Zella May, deceased ; F. i\ir. D., deceased ; 

Ellen, wife of Thomas Talbott, of Joplin, Missouri; 

Flora M., now Mrs. William Talbott, of the same place; 

Grace R., bookkeeper in the Bloomfield State Bank; 

Bessie L., who lives with her parents ; and Wilhemina, 

student in the schools of Bloomfield. Mr. Templeton’s 

oldest son, whose death is. noted above, \\:as a popular 

young man of exceptional ability, high moral worth, 

and at the time of his decease held a responsible position 

with the Denver State Savings Bank, Denver, Colorado. 

The managers of that institution reposed in him the ut- 

most confidence. The career of Samuel IVallace, the 

second son, presents a series of continued successes, such 

as few in a much longer life seldom attain. His position 

as superintendent of the mines is one great responsibility, 

but he discharged the duties o,f the trust in an eminently 

satisfactory manner, and occupies a high standing among 

the enterprising men of his ad’opted city. 
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JOHN DAVIDSON. 

The biographical annals of Greene county, Indiana, 

-would be incomplete were there failure to make specific 

mention of Mr. Davidson, who has long been prominently 

identified with the industrial, material and civic progress 

of this section, having been concerned in various enter- 

prises and having ever stood for loyal and public spirited 

citizenship. 

A glance at Mr. Davidson’s ancestry will be neces- 

sary in order to get an idea of where his own sterling 

iualities came from. His grandfather, George David- 

son, was a native of Kentucky, having spent his early 

life there on a farm, being contemporary with Daniel 

- Boone, but he finally came to Sullivan county, Indiana, 

in 1Sz5, in the earliest days of white settlements, where 

he entered wild land and soon had a good farm. The 

first log house he built was the one in which the subject 

and father of our subject were born. George Davidson 

and wife livecl and died on this farm, rearing nine chil- 

dren, two of them, George and John, having been sol- 

diers in the Union army. Grandfather Davidson diecl in 

1839, at the age of forty-five. His widow survived him 

many years. The subject’s great-grandmother David- 

son was in the fort at Boonesborough, Kentucky, when 

the Calloway girls were stolen by the Indians, the chron- 

icle of which has been well known for a century, but a 

brief statement of the story will not be amiss here. It 

will be remembered that Daniel Boone was in charge of 

this fort when the three beautiful Galloway girls were 

wobecl by young men of that vicinity, but their parents 
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objected to the young men becoming husbancls of their 

daughters. However, when the Indians surprised the girls 

\vhile rolving on the river near by, and carried them away 

as captives, the parents of the girls told the young suitors 

that their consent to the triple marriage would be given 

if the boys would recapture the girls. This n-as accom- 

plished after an exciting chase ancl the marriages were 

duly solemized. JVilliam Davidson, an uncle of the subject, 

\vas one of the heroic characters that braved the perils 

of crossing the plains tO California in ISj2, having made 

the trip on horseback, driving three hundred head of milch 

cow, across a country where there were no roads for bun- 

(lre(ls of miles and where hostile Indians harrassed the 

party of travelers. 

The subject’s father, Dudley Davidson, spent his early 

li fc in Sullivan county, his schooling being very limited. 

I:Tc worked on the home place, which consisted of one bun- 

(lrcd acres, until maturity. Being the youngest son he 

lx~rcliasecl the interest of the other heirs to tlie place and 

operated it until 1S7-, 7 when he went into the distilling 

bnsiness, which proved to be an unfortunate venture from 

a financial standpoint. He then came to Greene county, 

Indiana, in 1874, and rented land, also engaged in carpen- 

ter \vork. He is still living there at the age of seventy- 

one (in 19oS), ancl his wife, who was Elizabeth Hauck, 

is sixty-sis. She was formerly a Presbyterian, but she 

was one of the principal organizers of the Methodist 

church in the vicinity of Lyons, in 1S7S, which has grown 

into a strong organization, in which her husband \yas 

trustee for a number of years. Grandfather Hawk \vas 

a native of Germany, who settled in Buffalo, Kew York, 
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later coming to Columbus, Indiana, where both he and 

his wife died of cholera in 1830, leaving three children. 

John Davidson, the subject of this sketch, came with 

his parents to Greene county, Indiana, in 1873, having at- 

tended public school in Sullivan county, he continued 

his school work in Greene county for a short time, 

remaining with his father and assisting him in farming 

until he entered the Bloomfield Kormal, from which he 

graduated, and, after which, he successfully taught school 

for six years in this county. In 1886 he saw an excellent 

opening in the undertaking- business which he entered, 

having had some former experience in this line, and which 

he worked at exclusively until 1896, when he added a 

furniture business, at which he is still engaged. It is the 

only business of this character in Lyons. Something of 

the able manner in which our subject has conducted 

. this. business will be shown by observing the rapid growth 

of his business. When he first started as an undertaker, 

he had one room of his dwelling set apart for an office; 

now he owns a large two-story brick building in which 

his stock is located. His enterprise and ability are further 

shown by the fact *that he was the organizer of the Lyons 

Co-operative Telephone Company, of which he is now 

president and manager. 

Mr. Davidson was married in 1886 to Effie Aikman, 

daughter of Archibald and Mary (Plummer) Aikman, 

a native of Daviess county, her grandfather, Hugh Aik- 

man, having been the first white male child born in Daviess 

county, Indiana. Seven children have been born to the 

. subject and wife as fsollows: Earl, a telegraph operator; 

Lloyd, who is in the undertaking business with his father; 
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Edna, who is living at home and attending school:;. Roxie 

is attending school, both she and Edna devoting part of 

their time to the duties of the telephone office; Ada, Lessie 

and Harriett are still living at home. Both Mr. and Mrs. 

Davidson are members of the Methodist church, the for- 

mer having been trustee of the same for many years and 

is now superintendent of the Sunday school. Five of 

his children are members of the same church. He is also 

treasurer, and was delegate to the church conference. 

Mr. Davidson is a strong and popular lodge man, being 

a Mason., a member of the Independent Order of Odd 

Fellows, Modern Woodmen of America, Knights of 

Pythias, Encampment of Rebekahs and Ben-Hur. He has 

filled the chairs of all these lodges except the Masons, and 

is now in one of the principal chairs of that society. He 

was a representative to the grand lodge of Odd Fellows 

and a delegate to the state meeting of the h/Iodern M’ood- 

men, treasurer of the Odd Felllows and scri,be of the En- 

campment. Politically he is a Democrat, and was the 

candidate of his party for county auditor. He was 

defeated with his party, although the county went seven 

hundred majority, he reduced the vote to three hundred 

majority. He has been president of the town boarcl ever 

since Lyons was incorporated, eight years ago. The 

town is in good financial condition, not owing a cent, due 

very largely to Mr. Davidson’s splendid executive ability. 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN CHAMBERS, M. D. 

He whose name heads this sketch enjoys the distinc- 

tion of being one of the leading physicians of this part 
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of the country, having one’of the largest surgical prac- 

tices in the vicinity of Lyons, Greene county, Indiana. 

To natural abilities of a high order he unites a careful 

preparation and a genial and sympathetic temperament, 

which go far to lighten the efforts of the successful 13ly- 

sician. Dr. Chambers is a descendent of the sterling stock 

from the land of the “blue bells and heather,” the land of 

Robert Bruce and SValter Scott, and a study of the innate 

traits of this man will show that lie has inherited mUCh 

of those rare qualities that make for success in as trping 

a profession as that which our subject has chosen; for his 

grandfather Chambers n-as born in Scotland and 

brought b>- his parents to America \vhen seventeen years 

old. He felt the call of the sea and always had a tendency 

to leacl the life of a sailor, leaving home several times 

without first gaining the consent of his parents, and 

engaging with varibus ship crews. Later in life he located 

in Knos county, Indiana, becoming a farmer, buying land 

and establishing a mill, bought and trafficked in produce 

on flat boats to Sew Orleans, being a general trader, and 

he also ol\-ned a store. He died in 1850, at the age of 

ninetj--one, leaving four sons and two daughters, the for- 

mer, all iarrner5 in Knox county, some of them still own- 

ing the old Chambers farm. Both Grandfather Chambers 

and his wife were ardent workers in the Baptist church. 

The subject’s maternal grandfather, Mr. Bower, came 

from Germany and settled in Kentucky, where he entered 

government land. 

Eli Chambers, the father of the subject, who \vas a 

native of Knox county, this state, died August 15, ISS;, 

. at the age of seventy-one years. He married Sarah 
/ 
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Bolver, who died in February, 1903, at the age of eighty 

years. TO them were born five sons and three daughters; 

al] the sons are living, but the daughters are all deceased. 

J&t1 L., the oldest son, was a soldier in the Union army, 

ill tile Fifty-first Volunteer Infantry of Indiana, having 

served under Sherman and was in all the great battles 

fo@t by his regiment. He came near losing his eye- 

Tio.llt as the result of hardships of the service. He is still . b 
living in 1908. 

Dr. Benjamin F. Chambers, our subject, was born in 

Igloos COLlllt)‘, Indiana, in 1868, and i-eceived his earl) 

e~lL~catiol1 in the common schOOls there, working on a farm 

until he \vas twenty-eight years old. In the winter time 

11~ attended the Central school, at Danville Indiana, from 

\\~l~ich he graduated in 1893, after which he ably taught 

school for four years and attended a medical college, 

graduating from the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 

in Indianapolis, in 1897, taking the degree of Doctor of 

R teclicine. After practicing for ihree years he took a 

post-graduate course at the Chicago Po,st Graduate School. 

He first located at \Vestphalia, where he built up a good 

practice, which he enjoyed for six years, when he came to 

Lyons, where he has been practicing with pronounced sue- 

cess ever since. The fact that he has been president of 

County Medical Society is enough to shw 

with what high regard he is held among members or’ his 

profession. He has been surgeon for the Vincennes 

branch of the Vandalia road. 

Dr. Chambers was married September 5, 1896, 

Nellie Virtue, of Noblesville, Indiana, the daughter 

Henry and Angelina (Stevens)- Virtue, both natives 
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of Hamilton county, this state, and Quakers in their 

religious belief. The father is living in 1908, having 

survived his wife. Mr. Virtue is superintendent of In- 

dian schools in Idaho, and teaches agriculture. 

Two children have been born to Dr. Chambers and 

wife, namely : Laurel Lee, whose date of birth was No- 

vember 5, 1901, and Gleni Galen, who was born Novem- 

ber 25, 1904. The Doctor is a Mason, a member of the 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Knights of F’ythias, 

Modern Woodmen and Ben-Hur lodges, in all of which he 

has taken a great deal of interest. Politically he is a 

Republican, and he and his wife are affiliated with the 

Methodist church. 

Dr. Chambers devotes practically his undivided time 

to his professional work, his popularity having increased 

to such an extent that he has time to do little else than look 

after his practice. However, he is vice-president of the 

Bank of Lyons and has considerable business interests. He 

is held in highest esteem by all who known him. 

HENRY WILLIAMS. 

Clearly defined purpose and consecutive ei%rt in the 

affairs of life seldom- fail in attaining a due measure of 

success. In flollowing the career of one who has achieved 

success and high standing among his fellow men there 

came into view the intrinsic individuality which makes 

such accomplishment possible. The greater qualities that 

have made Henry Williams one of the prominent and 
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successful men of Greene county have also won for him 

the esteem and confidence of his fellow citizens, for his 

career has been characterized by well directed energy, 

strong determination and hlonorable methods. 

Mr. Williams is a native of Putnam county, Indiana, 

and a descendant of two old and eminently respectable 

families that figured in the early history of Maryland, 

Virginia and Kentucky, his paternal ancestors coming 

from the former states and his mother’s people from the 

latter. His grandfather Williams, a native of Maryland, 

migrated in quite an early day from Virginia, then moved 

to Kentucky, and after a residence of some years in the 

latter state moved his family to Montgomery county, 

ollio, whcrc he followed his chosen calling of farming un- 

til becoming a resident of Putnam county, Indiana, over 

eighty years ago. He entered land in that county, cleared 

and improved a good farm, and raised a large family, rep- 

resentatives of which are now scattered over the various 

parts of Indiana and other central and westeill states. 

Robert Williams, the subject’s father, was born in Ken- 

tucky and there married Angeline Hutchison, a native of 

that commonwealth. He came to Putnam county, In- 

diana, when that part of the state was new and took an 

active part in the development of the locality in which 

lie settled. He also reared a large family, and, after 

performing well his part in life, was gathered with his 

good wife to his fathers, both having been long sleeping 

the sleep of the just. 

Henry Williams, whose name introduces this article, 

was born August 23, 1832, in Putnam countyZ Indiana, 

and grew to mature years on the family homestead, re- 
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maining with his father until reaching maturity, mean- 

time, in such subscription schools as the country a@orcled, 

he received the rudiments of an education, subsequently 

adding to his knowledge of books, attending at intervals 

the free schools which were introduced into the state 

during his boyhood. After attaining his majority he la- 

bored as a farm hand for se\:eral years and then as a 

renter until the breaking out of the 1Var of the Rebellion, 

when he exchanged the implements of husbandry for 

those of war, enlisting in October, 1861, in Company Dt 

Fiftieth Indiana Infantry, with which he served until the 

consolidation of the Fiftieth and Fifty-second, with which 

he remained until the close of the strugg-le. XI-. T?-il- 

hams’ military experience was strenuous in all the term 

implies, and throughout the four long years he was at the 

front his conduct was ever that of a brave and gallant 

soldier who shirked no duty or danger. ,1mong the bat- 

tles in which his command took part were 3Iunforcl~*ille, 

Kentucky, Parker’s Cross Roads, Tennessee, the various 

engagements in Steel’s campaign in Arkansas. including 

thirty-one days of continuous fighting, in one of which, 

the action at Jenkin’s Ferry, he was severely wounded 

and left on the field, where he fell into the hands of the 

enemy, remaining a prisoner from that time until re- 

leased at the close of the war. 

After his discharge Mr. Williams resumed the pur- 

suits of civil life and for a period of nine years served 

on the police force !of Indianapolis, at the end of which 

time he engaged in butchering in that city, following the 

same for a limited period. Disposing of his interests in 

the capital city, he came to Worthington and built the 
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l\7illian~s House, of which he was proprietor during the 

tjventy years following, and which, under his excellent . 
management, became widely and favorably known as one 

of the best and most popular hostelries in the south cen- 

tral part of the state. Mr. Williams spared no pains nor 

expense to make his house meet the most critical demands 

of the traveling public, proved an ideal host, and during 

the years spent in ministering to the needs and comforts 

of his numerous guests there were few places in Indiana 

where the name of “Uncle Henry” was not known and 

respected. The JJ’illiams House, which represents an 

in\-estment of t1venty-five thousand clollars in Worthing- 

ton, in addition to which he d&tributecl largely- to the 

advancement of the to,wn in various other ways, besides 

taking an active interest in behalf of all measures and en- 

terprises for the public good. A feu- years ago he clis- 

posed of all his real estate except his residence, on& of the 

most beautiful and attractive rural homes in Indiana, 

and now is living a life of honorable retirement. By clili- 

gent attention to his business affairs and good manage- 

ment he succeeded in amassing a handsome competency 

and is now one of the substantial and well-to-clo men of 

Greene cdunty, with ample means to insure an easy and _ 

prosperous future. Although past his seventy-sixth year, 

he is still hale ancl hearty, remarkably \vell preserved for 

one of his age and possesses much more vitality than 

many whose span of life has not yet touched the half 

century mark. Being genial, he is a favorite in social 

gatherings, and in view of the universal esteem in which 

he is held it is safe to say that the town of Worthington 

has never known a more popular or praiseworthy citizen. 
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On July I I, 1852, in Macksville, Indiana, was sol- 

emnized the marriage of Mr. Williams and Mary E. 

Raper, daughter of Jesse and Sarah E. (Downey) Raper, 

the union result&g in the birth of six children, namely: 

Sarah E., deceased; Thomas, born December’ 4, 1856, a 

traveling salesman, living at Worthington; the third in 

order of birth died in infancy; Ida, born in 1861, also 

died in early childhood; Lena Alice, deceased, and one 

that died before being named. 

Mr. and Mrs. Williams have lived to see their de- 

scendants to their fourth generation, having one great- 

grandchild who was born in the year Igo% 

In matters religious ‘Mr. Williams subscribes to the 

plain, simple teaching of the Christian church, with which 

he has been identified flor many years. His wife is also 

active in all lines of good work’under the auspices of the 

local cbngregation to which she belongs. Mr. Williams 

is a Mason and for over thirty years has been a member 

of the Pythian Brotherhood, having united with the In- 

dianapolis lodge in 1856, the largest Iorganization of the 

kind in Indiana. He is also identified with the Grand 

Army of the Republic, belonging to Post No. 91 at 

Worthington, which he has served as commander and in 

various other official capacities. In politics he is a pro- 

nounced Republican, but not a partisan in the ordinary 

meaning of the term, nor has he ever aspired to leader- 

ship in the party or public position at the hands of his 

fellow citizens. 

Mrs. Williams bwns five acres of land just at the 

edge of Worthington and their home is a beautiful place. 
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BES JAMIN FRANKLIX WIKTERS. 
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~4griculture has been an honored. vocation from the 

earliest ages and as a usual thing, men of honorable and 

humane impulses, as well as those of energy and thrift, 

have been patrons of husbandry. The free outdoor life 

of the farm has a decided tendency to foster and develop 

that independence of mind and self-reliance which charact- 

erize true manhood. 

Benjamin F. 1Vinters: living near Lyons, is a farmer 

alid a son of a farmer. He was born in Owen county, this 

state, October 8, IS@. -A history of his ancestors will 

show their sterling worth, and will give an explanation 

of n-here the subject got his nobler qualities of mind and 

heart. Grandfather Obediah 1Vinters was born near 

Buffalo, New York, having been brought to Ohio and 

later to Indiana by his parents in a very early clay, settling 

in Owen county, later moving to Greene county, where the 

subject’s father, 1T7illiam C. IVinters, xas born, ‘one of 

a family of fourteen children, but one of whom is now 

living in Ig08. The subject’s maternal grandfather, 

Willis Barton, also had fourteen children, only two of 

whom are now living, one Leonard Barton is nearly 

ninety years old; the other living child is the subject’s 

mother, Mrs. Anna (Bart,on) Winters, who is eighty-one 

years old. She is a native of Randolph county, North 

Carolina, and was brought to Indiana by her parents 

when nine years old. Like all old pioneer women, she 

knew the art of weaving flax into clothing, carding wool 

and other similar work. John,’ Amos, Obediah and Isaiah 

1Vinters were all soldiers in the Union army, having en- 

I -Iimmfi- --- -.-1- -. __ ,,,, .- 
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listed from Owen county, Indiana. They all died of 

disease, with the exception of Amos, while in the line of 

duty. Absalom, Leonard and Nathan Barton were also sol- 

diers., having enlisted from Greene county, Ind,iana. The 

last named diecl while in service. 

1Villiam C. JVinters, father of the subject, was born 

in Greene county, and raised in Owen county, Indiana, 

where he attended the primitive schools and worked on 

his father’s farm until attaining his maturity, lvhen he 

went to farming for himself in Clay county, and later 

settled in Greene county. He was a consistent member 

of the Christian church and a Democrat. having been 

assessor for a number of years, and county commissioner 

for one term. He died when fifty-three years 401~1~ leaving 

three sons. 

Benjamin F. TYinters, our subject, spent his early 

youth, like many another young man, attending the pub- 

lic &hools and working on his father’s farm until he 

was twenty-two years old, when he went to farming on a 

forty acre piece of wild land, heavily timbered. It was 

soon impl:ovecl through the efforts of Mr. Winters, and 

his untiring activity has enablecl him to purchase other 

land until he now has a splendid farm of one hundred 

and sixty acres of good ridge land, which he keeps in 

highly productive condition by rotation of crops, skillfully 

managed, and by raising clover. He is making an effort 

to get all his land in good grasses. Most of this farm 

is well enclosed by xi-ire fencing. In addition to his 

farming, Mr. JVinters finds time to successfully operate 

the elevator at Lyons,. which he owis, dealing estensively 

in grain. 

- 
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The subject w-as married three times, first to Sarah 

Caroline Vanduser, who had two children. He married 

his present wife June 19, 1896. She tvas Florence Frye, 

’ daughter of Henry and Margaret (Layman) Frye. Three 

children have been born to this union, namely: Benjamin 

F., Sussie Anna, and Charles Verlon. Mrs. IVinters’ ’ 

father, Henry Frye, came to this country from France, 

when a yauq man, first settling in Missouri, later com- 

ing to Greene county, Indiana., lvhere he followed the 

blacksmith’s trade. 

Mr. hinters is a Democrat in his political belief, but 

hc is an intlepcntlent voter, allvays preferring to be 

counted on the right side and supporting the best man. 

J-Te is rcg:nrtlctl as being a man of strict honesty and so- 

hicty ant1 is hcltl in the highest regard by all his neigh- 

1~01’s. 

Among tllc well l~nown and highly respected citizens 

of Grcenc county none stand higher in popular ‘Yegarcl 

thntr tlocs the subject of this sketch, who. for over a 

rprtcr of ;1 century has faithfully labored along his line 

.of inclwt~y, setting a ivm-thy example for persistency and 

hamsty. Mr. Kirk is a native of Mason county, Ken- 

tucky, where he was born July 35, 1857. a son of Benedict 

nncI EI’annah (Williams) Kirk. Grandfather George Kirk 

was reared in Maryland, having migrated to Kentucky in 

1809, remaining there until his death, leaving a n-ido~~ and 

& children, who came to Rtisli county, Indiana. after 

George Kirk’s death, the widow dying in about 15362. 
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Benedict Kirk, father of the subject, was born May 21, 

1808, and brought to Kentucky when one year’ old. He 

spent his boyhood days in that state but did ,not have very 

good advantages of early schooling. However, by self- . 

study and close application, he became well read and was 

a fluent and interesting conversationalist. When he 

became a man he traded in produce on flat boats, and was 

engaged in buyin g and selling slaves; but the last years 

of his life were spent on. a farm. He was a member of 

the Christian church and a loyal union man, an aboli- 

tionist and a strong Republican, and he was generall! 

regarded as a man of high moral principles. He died in 

1887, at the age of seventy-nine years. His widow sur- 

vived him’ until 1896, when she died at the age of sixty- 

nine years. 

Charles C. Kirk, our subject, spent his early life in 

Kentucky, where he attended subscription schools for 

about five months each year; but he is an educated mall, 

having studied all his life and been a close observer, g:zin- 

ing knowledge first handed from those with who:~ he 

comes in contact. As a boy he worked on a farm and 

quarried sto,ne, cut cord-wood and did manual work in 

general until he was about thirty years old. After the 

death of his father he went to McLean county, Illinois, 

where he rented a farm and worked it continuously f-r 

five years. Then he moved to White county, Indiana, 

and purchased eighty acres, which he improved until it 

was in most excellent condition, having successfully 

worked it for nine years. He then came to Greene coun- 

ty, and in March 1902, bought two hundred acres of 

improved land which he worked for two years and theti 

traded it for an elevator at Sandborn, Knox county, which 
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he successfully managed for four years. Then Mr. Kirk 

came to Lyons, Indiana, as cashier of the Ballk of Lyons, 

ivllet-e he has since remained. After selling the elevator 

lie purchased two hundred and twenty acres adjoining the 

to\vn of Bicknell, Knox county, which he still owns, rent- 

ing it out. This is a high class, level farm and highly im- 

proved, well fenced with wire. About half of the land is 

lqt in clover ancl the crops rotated under 1\Ir. Kirk’s cli- 

rection, all clover, b mrass and straw being turned under, 

\vllich keeps the soil in fine condition, constantly improv- 

ing it. Mr. Kirk has a large share in the bank of Lyons, 

:llso a fine resiclence in town. Both he and his wife are 

members of the Methodist church in which he has been a 

trustee. He is a Republican of high grade and takes 

an active part in all elections, being a public spirited 

man and desiring to see fair play upon all occasions. 

Mr. Kirk was married in i%cLean county, Illinois, 

to Stella Chase, the daughter of Jacob ancl Eleanor 

(Blasdel) Chase. They are the proud parents of the fol- 

lowing children : Euphrasia, who is attending high 

school ; Chase died in childhood ; Earl is attending school ; 

Lloyd is also in school; Alma is a student; Ruth, Mary 

and Mildred are little girls (1908). These children are 

all bright and promising and the pride of their, parents, 

making their home a place of cheer and sunshine. The 

Kirk family is regarded as among the very best in Greene 

county. - 

PROFESSOR VASSALL E. DILL-4RD. 

Music is one of the highest of the fine arts, and to 

be a recognized master of this branch of the aesthetics 

59 

. 



is to be among thk few “favored by the gods,” as a Ro- 

man would have said. The subject of this sketch evi- 

dently possesses this rare gift to a high degree, as a 

perusal of the following paragraphs, which touch briefly 

on his career, will show. C#oming from a musical fam- 

ily, Professor Dillard could not well be anything but a 

musician, being at present not only a teacher of the vio- 

lin and other instruments and director of the Citizens’ 

Band at Linton, Indiana, but he is looked to for prac- 

tically all the music furnished to that popul~ous commu- 

nity. He was born March 14, 187s~ in Washington, In- 

diana, the only child of John 14’. and Miranda E. (\Ved- 

dell) Dillard, the former a native of Kentucky and the 

latter of Indiana. The father, who has been a dealer in 

marble and granite work almost all of his life, is now 

retired, he and his wife living in Washington, this state. 

The mother of the subject being an accomplished 

musician, Professor Dillard’s early studies in this fasci- 

nating branch were encouraged and brought into prom- 

inence under her tuition and his early educational advan- 

tages were most excellent, having attended the Wash- 

ington schools and tlie College of Music in Cincinnati, 

where he studied under such noted masters as Marriem 

and Terrendella, under whom he made a brilliant record. 

Since completin, w his studies he has been a member of 

the C. Z. Bronson Concert Band of the Great Wallace 

Shows. .Then for two and one-half years he was in- 

structor and bandmaster of the Dana Band, of Lima, 

Ohio. Giving up his work there he came to Linton, this 

county, and after a year’s rest at home took charge of 

the Citizens’ Band of twenty pieces, then known as the 

936 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS 

_, _=_ 



. 
.,,. Y ““, 

4 -- 

GREEKE COUNTY, INDIANA. 931 

Archibald Band. Professor Dillard was the originator 

of a system of weekly concerts which have become a fea- 

ture of great interest to the music-loving public. He 

also has charge of the opera house orchestra of eight 

pieces. 

Pro,fessor Vassal1 E. Dillard was happily married 

to Georgia Estella Talbott on November 14. 1906. She 

is the daughter of A. G. and Rachel Pauline (Nation) 

Talbott, natives of Bowling Green and Patricksburg, In- 

diana,, respectively. The former is a barber in Linton 

and the two families occupy the same home there. The 

Talbott family consists 05 three sons and two daughters, 

namely : Lulu, wife of Robert Clements, a coal operator 

of Linton; Hlowarcl is in the United States regular army; 

Georgia E., wife of the subject; Edward 0. and Herbert 

E. are both living at home. 

A son, Byron Amadeus, was born to Professor and 

Mrs. Dillard May 21, 1907. Fraternally the subject is 

a member of the Modern Woodmen of the JVorlcl. He 

is independent in politics. Mrs. Dillard is a member of 

the Christian church. 

Everybody in Linton and vicinity knows Professor 

Dillard, either personally or by reputation, and he is 

honored and respected by all, not only for his professional 

work but also for his upright life. 

GEORGE B. McCLELLEN EXSTON. 

The subject, who is one of the most prominent busi- 

ness men of Linton, was born February ~4~ 1864, at 

. 
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Stinesville, Monroe ‘county, Indiana, of English and 

Irish lineage? being the son of William G. and Virginia 

(1Villiams) Easton, natives of Virginia and Kentucky, 

respectively. Mr. Easton being born during the stirring 

time of the Civil war! xv-as named in honor of the beloved 

commander of the Army of the Potomac and presidential 

candidate in 1864. 1Villiam Easton was left an orphan 

in earl!, youth, consequently he knew but little of his 

parents or ancestors escept that he wasi a cousin of Mrs. 
i 
1 
; 

11,‘illiamN H. English, among the best known pioneers of 

Indianapolis. He was a shoemaker and proprietor of a 

hotel in Stinesville during the major part of his life, and 

died at the age of sixty-eight years, survived by a widow, 

who still lives there. 

‘i 

George B. Easton was married June 29, 1881, to 

Margaret Elizabeth McCown, daughter of Elijah and 

Nancy (\Villiams) McCown, and she was born near 

Stinesrille. Her father, who is still living, was born in 

ISIS. Mr. Easton’s family consists of the follow-ing chil- 

dren : Jean I., bookkeeper and assistant cashier at t!le 

First Xational Bank of Linton; Nancy D., assistant in a 

store ; Jennie B., Cecil hf., Margaret E., Marie and 

Mary, in school, except the last named. 

Mr. Easton received his eclucation at Stinesville and 

early in life launched in business there as a merchant, 

also conducting the old home hotel. He moved from 

Stinesville in 1896 to Spencer, Owen county, where he 

was engaged in the mercantile business for a period of 

three years. He then went to BCoomfield, where he was 

in the same business for an equal number of years, and 

came to Linton in 1900, where he was in partnership 

. 
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wit11 his brother, W. I’. Easton & Company, for five 

years. He was also in the real estate business, which 

was combined with a general merchandise business. He 

assisted in openin, c up a large coal field west of Linton. 

Soon after this enterprise was started he disposed of his 

store and soon afterward opened a grocery and provi- 

sion market at his present location, 359 A street, Southeast 

iihere he carries a full line of groceries, fresh and canned 

meats, notions, etc. 

T11e subject of this sketch is a Mason, being a mem- 

l,cr of Spencer Lodge, Nb. 9;. He is also an Ancient 

Otltl Fellow ancl was the first noble grand of Oolitic 

Lotlgc, No. 682, at Stinesville, of which he was a char- 

tcr mcml~cr. Four of the first members built the lodge 
:.y- 
., : 
., 

roon1, tl~c first story of which was occupied by Mr. Eas- 

toll, zvl~o co~~tltrctcd a hardware business in it. The : 
L .L I- -.. tmiltli~~g WIS tlcstroycd by fire and the loss to the stock 

.I of $pxls was four tllollSilllcl tlollar-s. 

MI-, Thston is a Democrat and he has always been 

;I pttl)lic-spirit4 man, but has be& too busy to devote 
f- tlw11 titnc to politics. However, he was postmaster at 
1.. 
i.’ Stirlcsvillo until hc resigned when he moved from that . 
...~ ;<. + *‘- : ,:- plncc, Sttcccss has always nttcntlcd his business career 

I.: &#e@,* && *, /’ lrtlrl he now owns a handsome home and a substantial ., , 
~-2 ~st~c building, both built of concrete blocks. He is a . ,/ 1, ,. ‘s.L,ee*,. -_ -- 

“‘++~-~~+r2rtwmber of the First Presbyterian church an<1 is regarded ~~bp~. 
..J$..?,~. i ._ p;&&* r *3 ,A..- %.,. 5 y .” ~~ f+y; bnc of Linton’s most progressive citizens. 

ERNEST I;. CRSWELL. 
‘! ,: 

Ernest I<. Caswell, wllo is engagecl in the insurance, 

estate and loan business at Linton, is a natil-e of On- 
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tario, Canada, born in the county of Minton, September 

9, 187s. He is of Scotch-Irish estractibn, his mother’s 

people coming to Canada many years ago from Scotland, 

while his grandfather \\-as a native of Ireland. Eoth 

branches of the family settled in Canada. The subject’s 

ancestors, both paternal and maternal, x\*ere long noted 

for physical vigor and longevity, several of the txo fam- 

ilies nearing the century mark in age, n-bile one member 

reached the remarkable age of one hundred and thirteen 

years. 

Rev. Alexander I<. Ca&-ell, the subject’s father, 

\\-as a prominent Presbyterian clergyman in Canada for 

a number of years, but is no\v on the retired list, spending 

the evening of his life in California. Fannie .Baird, who 

became the wife of Alexander I<. Caswell, and, like him, 

. a native of Oiitari~o, died in the year 11397, the mother 

of sis sons and txo daughters, Ernest K. being the only 

representative of the family in Indiana. The others- 

Bessie, Anclre\v Baird, Arthur 11. L., Clarence A., Gor- 

don S., Nellie M. ancl Francis-live in different states of 

the Union, the majority of them attending school. 

Ernest I<. Caswell, our worthy subject, at an 

early clay accompanied his parents to Ion-a, where 

he spe~it his childhood and youth, entering the public 

schools of Cherokee, that state, and in due time finishing 

a high school course at the same place. Subsequently he 

received a business education in a commercial college at 

Storm Lake, Iowa, and having decided to devote his life 

to the medical profession he took a two years’ course in 

Brown’s College? Philadelphia? later finishing his pro- 

fessional training by a full course in the S. S. Still Col- 
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lege of Osteopathy in the city of Des Moines, where he 

l\las graduated in 1903. Immediately after receiving his 

degree Dr. Caswell located at Lintoq Indiana, but after 

a year:s practice he discontinued professional life and 

tfo& 1111 business pursuits, giving his attention to insur- 

ance, real estate and loans, in which he soon built up an 

extensive and very lucrative patronage. At the present 

time he is a leader in the lines of business he represents, 

l,andling as much real estate perhaps as any man in th,e 

county, and in addition thereto is local and district agent 

for a number of the largest insurance companies In the 

Ijnited States, including, among others, the Equitable 

J2ife Insurance Company of New York, the T2nitecl States 

Fidelity and Guarantee Company of Baltimore, besides 

l+olding the position of secretary of the Home Loan and 

Savings Association, a local enterprise of larg-e and grow- 

ing interest. Mr. Caswell is a thorough business man of 

progressive ideas, whose practical esperience has made 

him familiar with every phase of the various interests 

lvith which he is identified, and whose continued success 

has won for him a conspicuous place among the enterpris- 

ing, public-spirited men of the thriving city in which he 

resides. 

Although a young man, Mr. Caswell’s life has been 

one of activity and strenuous endeavor. He has traveled 

extensively over Canada and the United States, visiting 

the-leading cities and places of interest in both countries, 

and coming in contact with all classes and conditions of 

people, this experience tendin, m to broaden and strengthen 

his mind. He has always been a close observer as I\-ell 

as careful student, and he is tl~oroughly informed on 
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many subjects. In fraternal and secret benevolent work 

he is an Odd Fellow, belonging to Unity Lodge, No. 637, 

at Linton, and in religion he holds membership in the 

Presbyterian church. 

Mr. Caswell and May Stull were married on June 

14, 1905. They have two daughters, Catherine Francis 

and an infant. 

JOHN MILTON HARRAH, M. D. 

In the planning and conduct of public affairs the 

leaders are supposed to inspire confidence in their abilit) 

to promote the best interests of society. This confidence 

can only be obtained by association with constituency on 

the highest moral plane. When obtained on such grounds 

success comes tlo the one who proposes td help and aid 

in the development of the best side of human life. Dr. 

John M. Harrah always extended the helping hand to- 

ward the friend who needed counsel ancl.advice, doing it 

in the spirit of humanity and kindness, thus wending his . 
way into the love and esteem of his fellow men. He was j 

born in Stockton township, Greene county, January 24. 

1837. His parents were IVilliani and Mary J. Hal-rah, 

natives lof Kentucky, the former coming from l\‘ront- 

gomery county, while the latter was born in Fleming. 

county. 

1$Ylliam Harrah was the son of John Harrah, \vho 

came from Greenbrier county, West Virginia, into Ken- 

tucky in an early day, and in 1S2r migrated to Greene 

county, Indiana, settling in 1Vright township and later 

- 



\ 

- 
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moved into Stockton township, where he ended his days 

at the end of seventy years. He was one of the early 

tillers of the soil, driving out the wildness from before 

the onward march of civilization and culture. John Har- 

rah’s wiie was Margaret Harrah, and came from the 

same community in TYest Virginia, and was his compan- 

ion in those pioneer days. She died at the age of sev- 

enty-five, but bein g several years younger, time length- 

ened out to her until 1871. They had nine children- 

William, James, Robert, John, Daniel, Mary Jane, Sarah 

S., Eliza and Rebecca. None of them are now living. 

The parents were members of the Presbyterian church. 

His son William, the father of our subject, was 

born in 1815, and was only six years of age when the 

family moved to Indiana. He grew up to manhood on 

hii father’s farm and learned the trade of a tanner, fol- 

lowing it ffor several years. Death came to him early in 

life, the summons reaching him in 1842, when he was 

but twenty-seven years of age. In a few years his wife 

married again and she lived until 1893. They had three 

children-Dr. John M., Daniel L., who died in 1877, and 

1J’illiam, who died when only sixteen years of age. Wil- 

liam and wife were both members of the Christian church. 

Her second marriage was to Frederick Himebrook, and 

the result of this union was six children-Rebecca, Jo- 

seph W., Stephen, Mary, deceased ; Marshall and Ella. 

Our subject was reared on a farm in Stockton town- 

ship, and he obtainecl his education as best he could, as 

pioneei- methods were still in use during his youthful 

days; but he was an inveterate reader, and did much to 

educate himself. In rS$3 he read medicin; with Dr. 
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Abraham J. Miller and first practiced at Jasonville in 

1S60; then he went to practicing in 1Varren county, Illi- 

nois, u-here he remained until 1S6-3, when he enlisted in 

the Union army. In 1S6; he graduated from the Rush 

Medical College in Chicago, and afterwards practiced 

for a while in Henderson c,ount>-, Illinois, and in 1S6S 

he returned to Greene county, Indiana. He first located 

in Linton and afterwards in Bloomfield~ where he prac- 

ticed for three years. He then u-ent to Solsberry and 

remained at this place twelve years. A4fter short stays 

at Switz City and Bloomfield again, he finally came to 

his present farm in Fair Play township, n-here he has 

made his home since 1SS9. 

II1 IS; j he married Mary Owen, daughter of John 

S. and Sarah (Daugherty) Oxen. J,ohn S. \vas one of 

the early settlers in Greene county, and also one of the 

first county treasurers. His wife died in rSS7. They 

had nine chilclren : Eva, who married Frank Glover, is 

now a widow J Julia, wife of Benton Glover; Norma, 

wife oi JVesley Anderson, now lking in Spencer; Min- 

nie, who died in childhood; Frederick, u-ho also died in 

infanq-; Lillie, wife of Ziba Fitzpatrickt now living in 

Bloomfield ; Mary, principal of the high scl;ool ill Browns- 

town, Indiana. She is a graduate of the State Normal 

at Terre Haute, also a gracluate of the State University 

at Bloomington. They had two .other children, who died 

in infancy. 

The second marriage of our subject n-as with Mrs. 

Mary Iilinger (nee Motz), born in Monroe county and 

,daughter of Samuel and Sarah (Harvey) Motz. He 

came to Greene county in an early day and built the first 

? 

‘I 

. 
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house in the town of Worthington, and for several years 

he ran a tanyard. He died in 1S93, his wife preceding 
‘;a 

him in IS/“. He was also a Methodist. Protestant min- 

ister for a number of years. TO them were born nine 

children : \Villiam H., Ananias IV., Permelia, Sarah, 

hlaly, wife of the . subject, Della, and three died young. 

He was always an active’ man in public affairs. Dr. 

Harrall also took an actix-e part in all the public ques- 

tions of the clay, and, being an ardent Republican, it was 

natural for him to be f,orcecl to the front as a candidate 

for public ofices several times. But’ he ~-3s defeated 

both for sheriff and for clerk. He is an active member 

of the Greene County Medical Association, and also a 

member of the pension board, receiving the appointment 

jmn President XcKinley. Mrs. Harrah is a member of 

the Methodist Praotestant church. 

The \\-ar record of Dr. Harrah is brief, not from 

choice, but failing health compelled his relief, and he was 

sell t home. He enlisted in Company B, Ninety-first Illi- 

nois Volunteer Infantry, and went to the front, but only 

remained there about eight months, and most of that time 

in the hospital. He is a member of the Grand Army of 

the Republic. 

ELMER S. BEN JAMIN. 

The subject. who is a prominent dealer- in gene‘ral 

merchandise in Linton, was born in Owen county, this 

state, August 9, 1S62, where he grew to mai&ood and 

was educated. having begun teaching there in ISSO and 

- - _ .--_--... ---___ 
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continuing for three terms in his native county. Then he 

went to Bloomfield in 1883 and taught in the public 

schools of that city for five consecutive years. In Au- 

gust, 1883, he moved to Dugger, Sullivan county, and 

entered the employ of the Dugger & Neal Company in 

the capacity of bookkeeper, remaining with this firm for 

eight years. In 1896 he moved to Linton and was book- 

keeper for Du,, o-mer & Neal, doing business there as the 

Summit Coal Company, in which capacity he remained 

for six years. He resigned that position to accept that 

of assistant cashier in the Linton Bank, which he held 

for two years. In Igo4 he purchased a stock of mer- 

chandise and engaged in his present business,, having at 

all times a large and carefully selected stock of general 

merchandise. He requires the services of six employes 

to assist in conducting his store, handling a full line of 

dry goods, shoes, hats, ladies’ cloaks, groceries and pro- 

visions. 

The subject Al-as married October 11, 1885, at 

Bloomfield, to Ella Fitzpatrick, daughter of Hem-J- and 

Mary A. Fitzpatrick, of that city. Her father died in 

1882. Her mother is living in the subject’s family. 

Seven children have been born to this union, namely : 

Lava, Mary, Blanche, Glen and Donald, living at home; 

two children, Mildred and Roy, died in infant!-. 

The subject and IT-ife are members of the Christian 

church. The former is a Democrat in his political be- 

liefs, and he served for some time as an influential mem- 

ber of the Linton city council. He is a member of the 

Knights of Pythias? Linton lodge, haying joined se\-- 

era1 years ago at Eloomfield. 

\ 
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The father of the subject, David J. Benjamin, was 

n nati\‘e of Coshocton county, Ohio, where he was born 

in Februnr?;. 1840, and the subject’s mother, whose 

maidal name \vas Nary E. Vaughan, was born in Owen 

Cf~llll t“ Indiana, lvhere they are both living at Middle- 

toll, the fatlwr being a retired farmer. 

J*llc s~~l)ject of this sketch began life poor, but he 

Jl;ls al~says J,een a hard worker’ and self-dependent, and 

has achic~etl swxss in whatever he has attempted. After 

Icn\ting the c0~Yl~llO17 schools he educated himself? and 

has since 10ckct1 to no one for aid, always being reason- 

nhly prt,s~‘c”‘“‘. ant1 he is n-e11 liked by all who 

Icr~owrl him. 

Olrc of tlic httsicst places in the thriving city of 

I,inloil, ln~li;ln;l. is the Linton Eottling \Vorks, operated 

by the I-Inrtillg imth!rs- TTrctl, 1\5lliam and Otto-all 

q~lcn~lid types of the modern business man, and all na- 

tive of 1Vestl)llalia? Gcrmatly, having come to America 

whh their pntwts iii rSS2. first locating at Edwardsport, 

~JlCW Cotltlt)‘, hdiana. but in the fall of 18S7 they moved 

to Linton, where they have resided to the present time. 
j$.’ . . ~ 

rii*22yfy:- ?.h..rr*:: The father of these boys was Frederick Harting, 
$&.+i”%~ who was n miner. 

~~~~~~~~~. 
His sons also engaged in work about 

.$ = 
‘,-” ; i’ the mines in their early manhoocl, days. The father died .y-..: 1. _ ;..: c _ L. x “. ,<< :; i r19 the result of injuries received in a mine January 2, 

c. 1888. His wife died June 6, 1897. They reared a fam- 

B ily of three sons ant1 three daughters, the latter being 
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Louisa, Liesette and Emma. The eldest sister lives in 

Indianapolis. Liesette keeps house for her unma&ed 

brother, JVilliam. Emma is the wife of -4lired Froeschke, 

0i Linton. . 

Fred Harting, the eldest of the family, married Ber- 

tha Reimers in 1894, who died a year later. He married 

a second time, his last wife being Bertha Pohlmeier, a 

.na;tive of IVestphalia, Knox county, Indiana. Their 

wedding occurred October q, 1897. Flour children have 

been born to this union, namely: Paul, Esther, Gertrude 

and Heclwig, all livin,o. 

Otto Harting was married October 13, 1904, to 

Belle Reed, a daughter of Daniel Reed, of Linton. They 

have no children. 

The Linton Bottling Works was established by Fred 

Harting and Fred E. Strietelmeyer in 1893. and was op- 

erated uncler their management for a period of twelve 

years, when William and Otto purchased the interest of 

Mr. Strietelmeyer. 

They manufacture all kinds of soft drinks and car- 

bonated beverages, and they have built up a prosperous 

business. Their plant is ecluippecl with modern machin- 

ery and all up-to-date appliances for turning out first- 

class products of that line. They operate four wag-ox, 

delivering to Linton customers, railroad stations ancl t.o 

nearby towns. 

The Harting brothers are well and favorably knolvn 

to all residents of Linton, especially to the business world, 

having always been upright in their dealing n:itl! their 

fellow men. 
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JOHK XANTZ GASTIKEAU. 

The subject, who is a retirecl farmer: now making 

his, home in Linton, was born in Shelby county, Illinois, 

December g, 1857, and .receivecl a common school ed- 

ucation in Benton county, Arkansas, partly at Pea 

Ridge, three years of his early boyhood clays having been 

spent away from home in that state. 

The subject n-as married in Stockton township, 

Greene county, December I I, 1579, t’o Mary Rlink, 

daughter of John and Martha (Ramacher) Wink. Both 

parents of the wife of the subject were natives of Ger- 

many, who came to the United States early in life and 

married in Greene county, Indiana, where they spent 

their youth. John Klink was a cooper and Korked in 

Terre Haute for some time after his marriage, remaining 

in that city until January 31, 1856. There were six chil- 

dren in the Klink family, four of whom are liying. They 

are : Mrs. Gastineau, the subject’s wife, ~110 n-as the 

eldest; Frederick, deceased; Elizabeth, the wife of 1Vil- 

liam Heitman, Sr., living in Linton ; John, deceased ; an- 

other child was also named John, who is living on a farm 

in Stockton township, Greene county ; Henry is a harcl- 

ware merchant in Linton. 

John N. Gastineau had always been a farmer until 

he retired in 1893, and he still owns eighty acres in Grant 

township. On November 21, 1906, he met with a serious 

accident by coming in contact with a “live” electric wire, 

which came very near causing his death. One side has 

remained partially paralyzecl ‘fr,om the ef?ects of the 

shock, and he lost a finger from his right hand. 

Mr. Gastineau is the son of Adam and Elizabeth 
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(Kantz) Gastineau, both deceased, the former having 

died near Linton and the latter in Shelby county, Illi- 

nois, on the old homestead. The subject’s father was a 

saldiet- in the Civil war, havin,a enlisted from Illinois, 

and died of smallpo,u while at home on a furlough. The 

subject is the only survivor of a family of five children. 

Dorcas Jane, the subject’s sister, -married twice. She 

was t!le wife of Laban Greene when she died in Missouri. 

1?~7illianl, the subject’s brother, died in childhood ; John 

N., our subject, James also died in childhood; ,4ndrew J., 

a farmer, died September 17, 1894, leaving a wife and 

three children, ~1110 still live on the farm he ownecl in 

Grant township. The living children are John Francis 

and Ella, the wife of Claude Long. The widow left by 

the death of &drew Gastineau has remarried, now be- 

ing the wife of Neil Roach. 

The subject of this sketch came to Stockton, Greene 

county, in 1S66. His grandparents, the family of James 

Gastineau, lived there in pioneer clays and the father of 

the subject was visiting his parents n-hen he died. The 

family came to Indiana from Kentucky in a very early 

day. The Gastineau family is of French extraction. 

John K. Gastineau is a stanch Republican, but he 

never held public office, and has no lodge connections. 

Ho’wever, he is popular among a large circle of friends 

and acquaintances, as is also his family. Mrs. Gastineau 

is a member of the German Reformed church. 

HARRISON DAVID HTJXT. 

The subject, who is a leading merchant and one of 

the most substantial citizens of Linton, Indiana, was born 
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in Le\\-is, Vig-o county, this state, December 5, ISAg, and 

he lvas educated in the public schools of Owen county. 

He operated the home place for ten years and was a suc- 

cessful farmer, but he launched in the mercantile business 

and has spent the greater part of his life in it, the past 

eighteen years in Linton, during which time he assisted 

it1 the wonderful development of this city, having known 

the place all his life and always having faith in its fu- 

ture. He carries a large stock of general merchandise, 

empl,oying four salesmen. 

Mr. Hunt was married on February 15, 1880, to 

Rachael E. Dison, daughter of Daniel and Mary J. 

Dixon, of Fair Play township, Greene county, and to this 

happy union the following children have been born : 

Harry D., a partner in his father’s business, who mar- 

ried Pearl Price, daughter of C. A. and Ida Price; Es- 

sie hiIay is the wife of Oliver W. Underwood, bookkeeper 

Soi- the Linton Gas Company; two children died in in- 

fancy, and Clifforcl died when four years old. Mr. Hunt 

is a Republican, and he.1va.s constable and justice of the 

peace many years ago. He was also census enumerator 

in 1880. He is a member of Lodge No. 560, Free and 

Accepted Masons, and Unity Lodge, Xo. 637, Odd Fel- 

lows, being past noble grand in the latter. He is a mem- 

ber of the Eagle Encampment, No. 222, being past chief 

patriarch. He and his family are members of the Chris- 

tian church. 

The Hunt family is descended from Irish ancestors, 

who first settled in the eastern states. The Ingersoll fam- 

ily, the subject’s mother’s people, came from England and 

settled in Massachusetts. His father was Nathan D. 

60 
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Hunt. who was born in Coshocton county, Ohio, and his 

wife, Mary Ingersoll, was born in Stockton township, 

Greene cow ty . The family lived in Sullivan, Owen and 

Greene. counties. The subject’s father was a physician, 

but the latter part of his life was spent in the mercantile 

business at Middleton and Stockton, Owen county. Al- 

though he died early, at the age of thirty-seven years, 

then living on a farm in Owen county, he was very suc- 

cessful in whatever he undertook. His wife never re- 

married. She died in Linton at the age of seventy-four 

years. They had a family of seven children, of whom 

four are now living, namely : Harrison D., subject ; 

Horatilo, living in Linton ; Mrs. Hannah E. Newman, 

widow, living in Linton, employed at the postoffice; 

Phoebe E., unmarried, living at Terre Haute, Incliana, 

manager of a boarding house at the college; two children 

died in childhood and one later in youth. 

- 

JOSEPH. EDGAR BEASLEY. 

Joseph Edgal: Beasley was born in Linton, Indiana3 

April 26, 1S76, and, believin, m that better business op- 

portunities existed at his own clsoor than elsewhere, re- 

mained in his native town. He attended the common 

schools in Stockton township, Greene county ; also the 

ndrmal school at Danville, Indiana, where he prepared 

himself for a teacher and successfully followed this pro- 

fession fmor five terms, .then took a law course in the Vni- 
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versity of Indiana and was admitted to the bar in 1900, 

and practiced law for two years, but on account of fail- 

illg health gave up regular practice and spent two years 

in outside work, after which he went into the real estate 

business, in which he is now engaged. He was married 

in ,Au,aust, 1898, to Mina J. Crabtree, daughter of Isaac 

arId Sarah Crabtree, of Linton. One daughter n-as born 

to this union, Theodocia Theresa, who is now (1908) 

eight years Old. Mrs. Beasley was born and reared on a 

farm in Wright township, Greene county. Her father 

is deceased ; her mqther is a resident of Linton. The sub- 

ject and wife are members of the Baptist church. He is 

a Democrat in political belief ancl served two creditable 

years as city attorney of Linton. 

Isaac Beasley, the father of the subject, was born in 

Lawrence coLmty, Indiana, Oct’ober 30, 1846, and mar- 

ried Elizabeth Clayton, a native of Greene county. They 

have spent the major part of their lives in the last named 

coLlllty. Mr. Beasley has been a successful farmer, hav- 

ing spent most of his life on a farm, now owning one 

hundred and sixty acres of good land and has a beauti- 

ful country home. Six sons and six daughters have been 

born t’o this union, all living but one. They are : Linus 

I\-., Jennie, 1Villiam, deceased ; Martha, Joseph E., sub 

ject ; Isom, Sarah, Virgie, Dora, Chloe, Isaac, Jr., and 

Milton. The paternal ancestors of Isaac Beasley nrere 

of English and German extraction. Some of them lived 

in Xorth Carolina. They were engaged mostly in agri- 

cultural pursuits. Alexander Beasley, grandfather of 

the subject, n-as one of the first pioneers of I\-estern 

Greene county? Indiana. He was an active churchman, 
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a Missionaq- Baptist, helpin, w organize and establish a 

church of this denomination on one corner of the Beasley 

homestead, which has been perpetuated to the present 

time. He and his wife are buried in the cemetery near 

the church. His maternal grandfather, Linus Clayton, 

came to ,imerica from England and was one of the earli- 

est settlers, of whom there are many descendants living 

in Greene county, Indiana. The parents of the subject 

and their family and most of the connection are mem- 

bers of the Baptist church and people of the highest 

integrity. 

CHARLES ARRY PRICE. 

This sketch tells briefly of the well know-n liveryman 

of Linton, Greene county, who has preferred to spend 

most of his life in -the tlown where he II-as born Septem- 

ber 7, 1859. believing that better opportunities were at 

home than elsewhere, and success has attended his efforts 

in his chosen fielcl. He received a good education at 

Terre Haute, and began farming after he left school, con- 

tinuing farming and dairyin, v for several years ; then he 

was in the grocery and meat business in Terre Haute for 

a number of years. He also farmed in Illinois for a pe- 

riod of two years. Returning to Linton in February, 

1900, he engaged in the meat business, later adding a 

stock of groceries, which he continued until 1907? when 

he engaged in the livery business, now having the largest 

livery stock in Linton, operating the “bus” lines to the 

railroad stations and doing a’general livery business. 
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Mr. Price is a Republican, a Mason, a member of 

the Odd Fellows, Encampment and Canton of Uniform 

Rank, a member of the Modern Woodmen of America, 

Ben-Hur ; also a member of the Retail Butchers’ Asso- 

ciation of Terre Haute, taking a lively interest in all of 

these. 

The subject married. Ida L. Henry on -August 20, 

1881, the daughter of James and Laura H. Henry, of 

Terre Haute. Mrs. Price was born, reared and married 

in the same house. They are the parents of three chil- 

dren, namely : Pearl May is the wife of Harry Hunt, 

a merchant in Linto,n; Arthur H. is employed in the elec- 

tric light plant at Linton; Hazel A. is living at home. 

The subject is the son of Wesley H. and Nranda 

(Harvey) Price, the former a native of Greene county, 

and the latter a native of Sullivan county. The former 

moved from Linton, his early home, to a four hundred- 

acre farm near Terre Haute, which he operated very suc- 

cessfully. The following children were born to this 

union : Josiah, a farmer, living in Texas; William E., 

in the livery busines.s at Terre Haute; Fenlon, a mer- 

chant at Paris,, Illinois; James, proprietor of a meat mar- 

ket at Clinton, Indiana; Wilbush and Love11 both clied in 

childhood; Sarah is the wife of George TV. l’eoman, liv- 

ing- in Linton; Mattie is the wife of Chauncy Strong, 

living in Terre Haute; Elizabeth is the wife of Silas 

Royer, living in California; Charles A., the subject of 

this sketch. 

The subject’s father died in Terre Haute in Janu- 

ary, ISSS, and his mo~ther is living in Linton in IgoS. 

The Price family is one of the oldest and best established 
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in Greene county, and has al1vay-s borne an enviable 

reputation. 
-- - 

JESSE F. WEISi\lAX. . 

Jesse F. J\‘eisman, attorney-at-lajv. Linton, and one 

of the rising members of the Greene count)- bar, ~--as born 

May 15, ISSI f in ~~nclerson, Indiana, the son of Rev. 

David 11. and Melinda 1~‘eisman, natives of Ohio :\nd 

Indiana, respectively. David 11. T\‘eisman. a scholarl\ 

and successful minister of the Lutheran church, spent. 

the greater part of his life in the state of his birth, and 

died at Oxford on the rqth clay of Jilly, 1903. His I\-ife, 

whose maiden name was Melinda Saunders. departed this 

life at Anderson, Indiana,, January 30~ 1S94. In addi- 

tion to his general ministerial labors, \I-hich took quite a 

wide range and included some of the best churches of the 

Lutheran faith in Ohio and Indiana, Rev. \\-eisman also 

served as chaplain of the penitentiary‘in t!ie former state, 

holding the position during the Civil war period. AS 

the name indicates, the Weisman family is of German 

origin, the Saunders being of English descent. 

The early educational privileges of Jesse F. Weis- 

man were such as the public schools of -Anderson af- 

forded, in no sense meager. At a later period he finished 

a high school course at Oxford, Ohilo, and feeling that 

deeper draughts from the fountain of knoivledge were 

essential to success in the professional life which ‘he had 

in view, he subsequently entered Miami University, from 

which he was graduated with a brilliant record on June 
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15, 1902, receiving the highest honors of his class. I lll- 

pressed ivith a strong- desire to enter the legal profession,. 

he embraced every o’pportunity to cultivate those faculties 

deemed requisite to successful practice in the future, 

hence, lvhile yet a mere youth, he manifested great foncl- 

ness fey study and painstaking research, also a decided 

liking for forensic disputation in the usages incident 

thereto, he early acquired considerable skill. His specific 

preparation for his life worlc, however, was made in the 

Cincinnati Law School, which he attended until com- 

pleting the prescribed course in 1905. and in which he 

took high rank as a student, winning the honors of his 

class. Shortly after his graduation from the above in- 

stitutioll on May 20th ,of the year indicated, Mr. \j-eis- 

man passed the final test of professional efficiency by tak- 

ing the state esamination, which Ohio requires of law 

students and without which no one is permitted to prac- 

tice in that con~monrvealtl~. Passing through this or- 

deal, which was successfully accon~l~lished after three 

clays of arduous effort, in June, 1905. he located at Lin- 

ton, Indiana, on July 3cl following, and engaged in the 

practice of his profession, his career from that date to 

the present time presentin, u a series of successes such as 

few lawyers of much esperience achieve. 

Mr. TVeisman’s scholarly attainments and habits of 

industry, with other qualities which guarantee ultimate 

promotion, have tended greatly to enlarge the area of his 

professional career, and he has a large and lucrative 

business. As evidence of the confidence reposed in him 

by the public he was elected in May, 1906, city attorney 

of Linton, the duties of which position he discharged in 



*,,, ,.-, 

a manner satisfactory to all concerned, filling the office 

with ability and dignity, looking carefully after the in- 

terests lof municipality and proving loyal to every trust. 

Mr. Weisman’s profession, as well as the interest he 

i 
i 

has ever manifested in public affairs, very naturally led 

him into politics, a field in which his talents shine with 

peculiar luster. He is now one of the trusted Democratic 

leaders of Greene county under efficient service to his 

party both as an adviser in the councils and untiring 

worker \+ith the rank and file. He is an enthusiastic 

member of several secret fraternal organizations, notably 

the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, Knights of 

1 Pythias, Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Mocl- 

ern Woodmen of the World, in all of which his influ- 

ence has been strong and salutary. 

Mr. Weisman has been married since the 2x1 clay 

of December, 1906, his wife, formerly Bertha A. Riddle, 

daughter of Jonathan and Amanda (Carmichael) Rid- . 

dle, being a native of Greene county and a lady of many 

admirable qualities, who is popular in the best society 

circles of the city in which she resides. The subject is 

the Ionly surviving son of his parents. He has two sis- 

ters, Mrs. Joseph Dettmer, of Anderson, Indiana, and 

Mrs. Oscar B. Phillipy, who also lives in that city. 

FRANCIS McDERMONT. 

Francis McDermont represents that sturdy, indus- 

trious and honest people known as Scotch-Irish, ~~110 have 

. 
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made a success in the United States, the land of their 

adoption, and are lloyal to it. The subject of this sketch is a 

native of County -4ntrim, Ireland, having been born there 

September 6, 1837, the son of John and Jane (McEl- 

derry) McDermont. His grandfather, John McDer- ’ 

mont, a road contractor, lived and died at the age of 

eighty years in Ireland, leaving five‘ children. Clark Mc- 

Dermont, an uncle of the subject, came to America when 

a young man and became a physician, serving as a sur- 

geon in the United States army during the Civil war. 

He was at the battle of Bull’s Run, Richmond and others. 

He died at Dayton, Ohio, and was surgeon in ch&-ge of 

the National Soldiers’ Home:, 

The father of the subject came to America in 1850 ’ 

and settled in Pennsylvania on a farm, where he re- 

mained until he moved in 1856 to Indiana and purchased 

a farm in Monroe county, where he remained uqtil he 

died at the age of sixty years. His wife lived to be sixty- 

three years old. There were six children born to this 

union, only three of whom are now living. The subject 

of this sketch is the second child in orcler of birth. Clark, 

a brother, was a soldier in the Civil war, ‘having enlisted 

from Indiana in the Eighty-second Volunteer Infantry. 

He was killed at’ the battle o’f Chickamauga. William 

J., another brother, was .a member of the same clompany 

and rdgiment and was mortally wounded in the same 

battle, dying soon afterwards. Alexander, also a mem- 

ber of the same company and regiment, serrecl through 

the war ancl was honorably discharged and returned home 

with the remains of his dead brothers. He afterward re- 

enlisted in the One Hundred and Forty-fifth Regiment, 
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Indiana Volunteer Infantry, in which he served until the 

c1os.e ,of the war. He is still living at Long Beach, Cal- 

ifornia. 

Francis McDermont, the subject of this sketch, was 

also a soldier in the Civil war, serving only a short term 

of enlis&ent. His sister’s husband, Anthony R. Ravens- 

croft, n-as a captain in the Twenty-second Regiment, In- 

diana Volunteer Infantry, and was honorably discharged. 

He died at Fort Madison, Iowa. 

The subject was twelve years old when he came to 

this country, and his early schooling was obtained prin- 

cipally in Ireland. He attended scl~ool in America for 

only three months. He worked in Pennsyl\-ania for four 

years after he first.came to-that state as a farm hand. He 

still hired out as a farm hand after he catne to Indiana 

for about five years. Then he rentecl a farm for tlvo 

years, then buying the place where he has since lived, 

which consisted of forty acres at that time. Only a part 

of the land was cleared, and it had but a small house on 

it, --but the subject cleared the balance of the farm and 

erected a modern frame residence? also a good barn and 

hnvenient outbuildings. Since then he has added to his 

farm until he now has five hundred acres of well improved 

land, a portion of which lies in the bottom along a creek, 

which is very rich soil. When the season is not too rainy 

this land pro,cluces. large crops. A part of the upland is 

prairie and some of it has small timber on it, but it is 

all level. 

The subject engages in general farming, formerly 

raising and feedin, m a great deal of stock. He has now 

put a large part of his place in pasture and meadow. He 

has been twice married, first to Eliza Ward lon Fehruaq 

- 
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13, 1862. She was a native of Monroe county, Indiana. 

Four children were born to this union, ai foIlows : Jo- 

seph, who lives at Jasonville, Indiana. He is married ‘and ’ 

has one daughter, Myrtle; Anna L., deceased, xas the sec- 

ond chilcl of the subject. She was the wife o,f Henry 

Green and left three childrei$ ~~~illiam, l\‘ard and Mc- 

Hem-y; Clark is livin, 0’ in California; Jane, the youngest 

child, is the wife of Samuel N. Fuller. They have t\vo 

soils, Fred and Lloyd. Mrs. McDemlont died February 

16, 1874. The subject was again married June 17~ xS75, 

to Kancy Elgan, of Greene county, Indiana, daughter of 

Rice and Mary (Ellingsworth) Elgan. Tn-o children 

have been porn to this union, John R.. deceased; Benja- 

min H. is married and living on his father’s farm. He 

has three children, Ralph, Francis and Loraine. 

The subject and wife are members of the Patrons 

of Husbandry, the former having filled all the chairs. 

He is an elder in the Presbyterian church, of which both 

he and his wife are members. He is a Republican in po- 

litical belief, and has been township trustee; also county 

councilman. 

Mr. McDermont and his family are highly respectecl 

in their neighborhood and have a large circle of friends 

and acquaintances. 

GILBERT H. HEWDREN, JR. 

The .record of a busy life is usually replete with in- 

terest, especially if proper motives have animated the 
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actor and success and aclvancement attended his efforts: 

Such has been the life of the gentleman whose career is 

briefly outlined in the paragraphs that follow, whose‘ 

name has been identified with divers vocations and en- 

terprises, and who, after years of strenuous endeavor, is 

now engaged in one of the most responsible and exacting 

of the learned professions with encouraging prospects of 

continuous advancement as the years go by. Gilbert H. 

Hendren, Jr., is the oldest of a family of eleven chil- 

dren, six sons and five daughters, whose parents, Gil- 

bert H. and Anna M. Hendren, are noted at some 

length elsewhere in this volume. The names of the sub- 

ject’s brothers and; sisters are as follows: Alice J., wife 

of George TV. Cantwell; Seaborn D., 0. Herman, 1Vil- 

liam F., Curtis C., Mary M., Edith, _\nna C., Robert D. 

and Marjorie, all living, the five older members of the 

family malting their own way in the world and doing well 

in their respective vocations, the others pursuing their 

stuclies in the public schools. 

Gilbert H. Henclren, Jr., is a llative, of Greene county, 

Indiana, and dates his birth from the 8th clay of ,\pril, 

IS92 He JI-as educated in the public schools, which he 

attended until graduating from the high school at Bloom- 

field; after which he began the study of law in the office 

of Seymour Riddle, of Vinita, Indian Territory, later 

continuing his legal researches at Linton with John A. 

Riddle. He was for a while a student in abstractitng un- 

der Marion J. Timmons, of Bloomfield, subsequently 

became manager of one of Tom Taggart’s hotels at 

French Lick, ancl he was also employed for some time 

in the Grand Hotel, Indianapolis,, besides a similar posi- 
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tion in the Denison House of that city. In addition to 

the above, his name appears connected from time to time 

lvith other positions and vocations, notably the mercantile 

business at Bloomfield, where he conducted a grocery 

and notion store, the position of deputy sheriff of Greene 

c,ounty under A. F. 1Yilson, and for a period of some 

eighteen months he Ivas manager of an oil company in 

the Indian Territory, during which time he was also kn- 

gaged in leasing Indian lands, and, for a while served as 

territorial secretary of the Federal Union Surety Com- 

pany, operating in the territory. 

3Ir. Hendren is a pronounced Democrat in his po- 

litical views and. an active worker for his party. He 

was employed by the Demtocratic state committee in Igolt 

as secretary of the speakers’ bureau, in which capacity 

he was untiring- in his efforts to disseminate the prin- 

ciples of Democracy throughout the various counties, se- 

curing the services of well known speakers and sending 

them where their labors wo~~lcl prove most effective. 

While in the Indian Territory he began the practice of 

law, but his admission to the bar dates from the year 

1907, since which time he has followed his profession 

in Greene county, being associated with John A. Riddle, 

of Linton, his former preceptor, under the firm name of 

Riddle & Hendren, and doing a large and satisfactory 

business. 

Mr. Hendren has traveled extensively and in his 

different lines of endeavor has mingled much with men, 

this contact with the world tending tlo broaden his views, 

enlarg-e the area of his knowledge and give him a prac- 

tical business training which he has found very valua- 
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ble in fitting him for the profession to which his energies 

are now being devoted. He has a fine legal’ mind! cul- 

tivated by careful study and strengthenecl by close and 

intelligent observation, which has enabled him to achieve -. 
success in his chosen calling sooner than the majority of 

attorneys of his limited legal experience. and the espe- 

cial attention which he gives to the interests of miners 

has gained him a large clientele among that class of work- 

men in addition to the general practice of his firm. 

Mr. Henclren, on April 26, 1902, united in marriage 

with Effie E., daughter of David and Catherine Rollison, 

of Fair Play township, Greene county, the union being 

without issue. Fraternally he holds membership with 

several secret benevolent societies, among which are the 

Free and Accepted Masons, Order of the Eastern Star, 

Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, Loyal Americans 

and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, including 

the Rebekah degree, and Knights of Pythias, in all of 

which he u-ields a strong, active and potential influence, 

besides being honored from time to time with -important 

official positions. Mr. Hendren is a member of the Pres- 

byterian church, Mrs. Henclrell is a member of the Chris- 

tian church, and they manifest an abiding interest in all 

lines of benevolent work under the auspices of the local 

congregation to which they belong, contributing liberally 

of their means to the suppdrt of the Gospel at home and 

abroad, and making their lives harmonize with the faith 

they profess, demonstrating the beauty and value of reli- 

gion when applied to practical affairs of everyday es- 

perience. 
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EDGAR HOLMES SHER1VOOD. 
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The subject is one of Linton, Indiana’s, most promi- 

nent young business men, who seeing the future possibili- 

ties and inevitable growth of his 7lative tow7, for he u-as 

born in Linton, on December 7, 1872, preferred to spend 

17is life there rather than take chances elsewhere, and fol- 

lonring his early convictions, he has been successful in 

Itis bt7siness career. 

After attetlcling the public schools for so7ne time, 

he worked in the mines iI that vicillity for eight years, 

finally being badly i7ljurecl in an accident in a mine, which 

caused permanent disability, having then been in the em- 

ploy of the Inland Coal Company which retailled his ser- 

vices as bookkeeper after he recovered sufficiently to u-07-k 

again, which position he held for three years. He xx 

elected recorder of Greene county, Indian?, in I~OZ. nnd 

faithfully sel-vecl the public in this capacity for four years, 

living at Eloomfielcl during- his term in office. Return- 

ing to Linton, January I, 1908, 1,; established himself 

in the real estate, loan and insurance business, in -\vhich 

he is achieving success. 

Mr. Slierwood is a staunch Republican and he is 

not only popular with his party, bttt ma7ly Democrats sup- 

ported him when he made the race for county recorder. 

He was tl& only Republican candidate on the ticket to 

be elected, his plurality being three hundred ancl eighty- 

five votes. The highest Democratic majority xts two 

hundred and forty-one votes. There xv-as a tie in the vote 

for sheriff. This will serve to show the subject’s popular- 

ity in his o’wl county. 
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Mr. Sherwood was mar’ried December 6, 1903, to 

Bessie May Sheehy, daughter of John and Margaret E. 

Sheehy, natives of Mansfield, Ohio. M.r. Sherwood’s 

father was Benjamin S. Sherwood, who was born in 

~Vashin@on county, Indiana, in 1S27. He married 

Sarah E, Holmes, who was bo8rn in that county in the 

same year. They spent their youth there and were mar- 

ried at their old home. Mr. Sherwood, who was a shoe- 

maker, came to Linton in 1S54, and was proprietor of- 

the well known Sherlvood h’otel for a period of twenty- 

seven years. They were the parents of eight children, 

five of whom are living, namely: William H., who has 

spent his life in teaching music and selling musical instru- 

ments in Linton; Hugh M. is a hardware merchant in 

Linton; Daniel A., an attorney, died at the age of twenty- 

seven years; Betty J. is the wife of Richard Hardesty, 

who lives at Sullivan, Indiana; James B. is a coal opera- 

tor and general merchant at Linton; Edgar H. is the 

youngest of the family; Johnie and Mollie died in infancy. 

Benjamin Sherwood’died January 23, 1SS9, and his wife 

died April 7, rS9S. Daniel Sherwood, grandfather of the 

subject, came to Linton in the early forties. The subject is 

a member of the Methodist Episcopal church; also a mem- 

ber of the Metropolitan Lodge, No. 193, Knights of 

Pythias. He belongs to the Benevolent Protective 

Order of Elks, No. 866, both of Linton. 

, 
OSCAR FITZPATRICK. 

Ex-postmaster of Linton, and one of the enterprising 

young men of Greene county, Indiana, born at the vil- 

7-= i 
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lag-e of Hobbieville, on the 14th day of February, 1S71.. 

being the son of Henry and Mary (Oliphant) Fitzpatrick. 

Henry Fitzpatrick, who died in 1SS3, when the subject 

was twelve years of age, was a prominent citizen of this 

oounty, a representative farmer, and in connection with 

agriculture, dealt extensively in grain. He was also a 

soldier in the Civil war, serving in Company B, Eight- 

eenth Indiana Infantry, until physical clisability neces- 

sitated his discharge before the expiration of his term of 

enlistment. His widow, who is still living, belongs to one 

of the old ancl.prominent families of Greene county ancl 

stands high in the esteem of a very large circle of friends. 

The educational discipline of Oscar Fitzpatrick was 

acquired in the schools of Bloomfield, and until attaining 

his majority he lived on the home farm and assisted in 

the cultivation of the same. In 1S92, he came to’ Linton 

and opened a restaurant, which he conducted about 

eighteen months and then accepted a position with Dixon 

‘& Strong, dealers in grain and feed, remaining in the 

employ of this firm until appointed postmaster of Linton, 

on February 23, 1903. 
Mr. Fitzpatrick served as postmaster from the above 

date until March 17, 1907, a little over four years, and 

discharged his official functions in an eminently satis- 

factory manner, proving a very capable and judicious 

.public servant, whose relations with the people were al- 

ways agreeable, and such as to gain for him many warm 

personal friends and the confidence of the populace. Hav- 

ing always lived within the confines of his native county, 

it is a satisfaction to know that his life is an ‘open book 

in which his fellow men have found no marred pages, but 

on the contrary, much there in to be commended. 

61 

. 
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The Fitzpatrick name has long been identified with 

the history of the county, thr;oughout which it is widely 

knowtl and universally esteemed, the different members 

of the family, belonging to that eminently respectable and 

law-abiding class of people, who in a quick way, do so 

much for the material development of lhe community and 

the moral uplift of the populace. Mr. and Mrs. Fitzpatrick 

bellong to the Christian church, in Lintoil. They are not 

merely nominal Christiaqs, but have always showed their 

faith by their works. 

BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS 

Mr. Fitzpatrick votes the Republic& ticket and is 

xn ardent supporter of the principles of his party. 1Vith 

exception of postmaster, he has held no office nor sought 

public preferment. He belongs to the Odd Fellows fra- 

ternity, the benevolent Protective drder of Elks &d the 

Modern Woodmen of America; also holds a member- 

ship with the Retail Clerks’ International Association and 

has been honored with official trusts in the two organka- 

tions last named. 

The married life of T\iIr. Fitzpatrick began in 1891, 

on April 26th, of which year Ossie Edwards, daughter 

of John and (Tilly) Edwards, became his wife and help- 

mate, the follow& children having been born to the union. 

Henry Dexter, Dessie Marie, Lawson Craig and Paul, the 

last named deceased. Mrs. Fitzpatrick belongs to one of 

Greene county’s old pioneer families ; her grall.dfather, 

John Tillie, settling in the an early day near the village 

of Solsberry, where he developed a farm and lived to a 

great age, having passed the century mark by some years 

when summoned to the spirit land. 
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ISAIAH NARION PHILLIPS. 

The subject, who is among the well known Civil war 

veterans of Linton, Indiana, was born in Sullivan county, 

this state, January 23, 1846. Although he was quite a 

young man when the war between the states broke out, 

he enlisted as a private in Company I, Seventy-first In- 

diana Volunteer Infantry, June 8, 1863, and two months 

later this organizati,on became the Sixth Indiana Calvalry, 

with which he served over two years. The re,aiment lost 

heavily in many battles, especially that of Richmond, 

I(entucky, and it participated in the memorable Morgan 

raid. The subject was with General Sherman in the At- 

lanta campaign. His regiment was in General Stone- 

man’s divison and participated in the Macon raid, travel- 

ing almost constantly for eight days and nights and fight- 

ing three battles. He was one of the tl-loops surrounded, 

but he was one of fourteen hundred who escaped out of 

two thousand five hundred, the former refusing ‘to obey 

the orcler to surrender. Ey reason of his disabilities he 

now receives a liberal pension. He is a niember of the 

Grand Army of the Republic and is also a Mason. 

The-subject attended school after the war and taught 

for fifteen years in Sullivan, Vigo and Vermilion coun- 

ties. He also followed farming during this period, con- 

tinuiq the latter until he sold out in 1901. He has ilot 

been able to do much work for the past ten years on ac- 

count of disabilities arising from his career in the army. 

He came to Linton and purchased a residence in 1901. 

He remodeled the house which is now knon-n as the Era 

Hotel, kept by himself and family, and which is known 
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to the traveling public to be a n-e11 managed and com- 

fortable hostelry. 

The subject was married to Margaret Emeline Cur- 

rey ‘on -1ugust 2, 1S77. She was the daughter of Franklin 

and Susanna 11. (Ma,oill) Currey, natives of Greeneville, 

Tennessee. The Magi11 family was represented in the 

Confederate army and the parents of the subject’s wife 

also hacl relatives who took active part in the cause of the 

South. Xr. and Mrs. Phillips had nine children, seven 

sons and two daughters. The following are the living : 

Oscar, ,\rthur, Clara, Paul, Thomas, Emma, Flynn and 

John. 

The subject is the son of Joshua Phillips, who was 

born in Kentucky, in ISO;. He married Sarah McCarty, 

who was born in Tennessee, in 1So6. They were married 

in Sullix-an county, Indiana, and had the following chil- 

dren : Mary Gordon, of Champaign, Illinois ; Johannah, 

who died in Orange county, Indiana, in 1S54; Thomas, 

who died in IS31 ; Emily Mahan, who died December 22, 

1S90; Ann Currans, who is the widow of a solclier; John 

L, a physician at 1Vestphalia, Indiana; Joshua, who died 

January 31, 19oS, ati Terre Haute; Lizzie, twin sister of 

Isaiah, died April zS, Igoo. Tde father of the subject 

was a farmer in Sullivan county, where he died April 6, 

1S46. His wife cliecl November 20, 1S72. 

The Phillips family came from IVales and was estab- 

lished in the eastern collonies before the Revolutionary I’ 

war. The subject’s great-grandfather was killed in that 

’ war. His son, Thomas Phillips, lost his right arm as 

the result of a wound received at St. Claire’s defeat in 

Ohio. The subject’s brothers, Perry and Dr. John L., 

xere soldiers in the Civil x-al-. 
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The subject is a member of the Presbyterian church. 

He is a Republican, but has never held office. 

HESRY CLAY MORGAN. 

Henry C. Morgan, admittedly the most extensive 

stock dealer in the state of Indiana, is one of Greene 

county’s native sons and has ever manifested a pardonable 

pride in the beautiful locality where on the 14th day of 

August, ISs2, he first saw the light of clap. In his veins 

flows the blood of a 1011, m line of New England ancestry, 

also of antecedents that were among the early substantial 

yeomanry of the good state of Ohio. His father, George 

C. Morgan, xas born in Connecticut, but in early life 

left his native state to engage in business for himself as a . 

peddler of clocks, in the prosecution of which he tra?eled 

extensively over the southern and western states, meet- 

ing with encouraging success in the undertaking and later 

with true Yankee foresight, judiciously invested his earn- 

ings in southern Indiana real estate, locating in Greene 

county, in IS,+ Mary Alkire, who became the x-ife of 

George C. Xorgan, u-as born and reared in Ohio, in which 

state’ her marriage also occurred. It was shortly after 

taking to himself a wife that Mr. Norgan come to this 

county, as stated above, and settling in JVashington town- 

ship, purchased a large tract of land and engaged esten- 

sively in farming and stock raising, giving special atten- 

tion to the latter, and in the course of a few years, became 

not only the leading stock man in the county, but one of 
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the largest in the state, having been among the first in 

southern Indiana to buy on an extensive scale for the 

eastern markets. By close attention to his business inter- 

ests, he added greatly to his holdings and in time became 

quite wealthy, owning in addition to real estate and other 

property elsewhere, a stock farm of two thousand acres 

in Greene county, every quare foot of which \vas acquired 

through his persevering industry ancl successful manage- 

ment. 

George C. and Mary Morgan reared a family of five 

children, the subject of this review being the second in 

* order of birth. 

The life of Henry C. Morgan has been devoid of 

anything strikingly interesting or tragic, having been 

spent in peaceful pursuit of the honorable calling to 

which his attenti’on is still devoted, and in which his SLIC- 

cess has been so phenomenally signal. He n-as reared amid 

the environments of the home farm, where he early be- 

came familiar with life’s practical duties, and in the 

schools of the neighbo,rhoocl laid a foundation of an 

education, which, supplemented and enlarged by intelli- 

gent observation and multiform business dealings, has 

made him one of the widely informed men of his com- 

muni ty. 

A natural trader, he has made many large deals, and 

in pursuit of his business enterprises, has traveled exten- 

sively, besides having direct communication with all sec- 

tions of the country in which the live stock interests have 

assumed respectable prloportions. For sometime past he 

has been associated with his brother, John L., which 

partnership is known throughout the length and breadth 
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of the land, and which handles more live stock than any 

other dealer or firm in Indiana. They buy and ship to all 

the leading markets of this country, hundreds of car- 

loads, nearly every month, besides making large shipments 

at intervals, to foreign ports, among which the name of 

the firm in extensively kno’wn and highly rated. 

Mr. Morgan’s ability and wide esperience gives him 

precedence in business circles. Nevertheless, his deal- 

ings have been characterized by a strict sense of 

honor, while his reputation has always withstood the 

most critical test. 1 

Mr. Morgan has ammassed an ample competency and 

is regarded as one of the solid and substantial men of 

his section of the state, owning, in additioa to a large 

amount of personal property, a valuable stock farm in 

Greene county, consistin, u of three thousand acres, con- 

servatively valued at ninety dollars per acre, though real- 

ly worth con’siderably more than this figure. Although a 

.business man in all the term implies, he is also public- 

spirited, ever manifesting a lively interest in the wel- 

fare of his county and state and discharging the duties of 

citizenship as becomes a man of his broad mind and 

liberal ideas. 

He is a Democrat, and he and his wife are members 

of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Mr. Morgan was married in the year 1874, to Mary 

Baker,.of Greene county, who has borne him ten children, 

six of whom are’living, namely: Frederick, of Vincennes, 

Indiana; Frank, George, Blanche; Phoebe and Bessie, ail 

but Frederick at home. Those cleacl are Charles O., died 

* aged thirty-two years, Edward died when twenty-two 

years old; Jesse and Grace died when young. 
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Mrs. Morgan, a daughter of one of the representative 

citizens of Greene county, is a lady of gracious person- 

ality and popular in the large circle of friends xith whom 

she mingles. Mr. Morgan’s preliminary education was 

received in the public schools, afteq which he spent some 

time in Notre Dame University, at South Bend, where 

he obtained a knowledge of the more advanced branches 

of learning, together with the personal culture for which 

that institution is noted. 

- 

ALFRED RYORS FCXGER. 

In giving the life record in pat-t of the subject of 

this sketch, no attempt shall be made to give extravagant 

praise, but simply to note a few of the more important 

events in the career of one who has at all times and all 

circumstances endeavored to do his full part in all lines 

of activity in which he has been a participant. His has 

been a true; useful and honorable life-a life charterized 

by perseverance, energy, broad’ charity ancl well definecl 

purpose, and he has justly won the unstinted esteem of 

his neighbors and friends by thus al\yays “keeping the 

even tenor of his way.” 

Alfred Ryors Bunger resides on and cultivates a fine 

farm in secti,on IS, Smith township, Greene count!-, but 

Monroe is the county of his birth, which occurred January 

q, 1S47, the son of .Joseph and Magdalene (\\‘alker) 

Bunger, the father of the former having been a native of 

Germany, ~110 settled in Virginia in an early clay, later 

._.-. _-_.--- - .y- .- _~~; 
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f~loyitlg to I<f3ltLlck~, where he fanned Ior sis years. n-hen 

Ile *nnyecl to ~hnroe cOLlllt\-, Indiana, in ISq. entering 

Iatl(j 011 \vliicll he spent the remait-tcler of his life. having 

,~lal-l-ietl a Xiss House. He died March S. rS_;o. His 

n-ife cjliecl Sept~iIllICY 31. 1Sj-E. The early life of the 

intlict- Of the wbject was spetlt in J*il-ginia, rttlcl in Ken- 

tttcky, 011 a farm until his father, Jmh Cunger, moved 

to Ititfiatlap31ist returning- to ,&Yr:‘irgitli;t lie became stage 

driver from Len-isburg- to \\Yiite Sull~hur Springs, later 

cimlitlg to Incli3na in FihUt 1S;j. where lie took up farm- 

itlg in 1Ioiiroe county, t-emr~ining there until ISQ. when 

he traded his first farm for another in the fame neigh- 

lmt-lioocl, cm which he spent the rest of hi3 life, lea\-ing the 

farm 2s 311 estate n-hich is no\\‘ ox-lied pnrtl>- by 1\7illirtn~ 

11. Etmget-. a brotlier OF the subject of this &ctcl!. ant1 

James II-. Eunger. a nephew- of tile subject. 
l 

The fadxet- of the sthject was Inarriecl to I\1agktlene 

~Iichael E., a lx-other of the subject, \v;ts n soldier in 

the Civil uxr. haI-ing enlisted in Company- F. Eight;-- 

Second Indiana Volunteer Infantqv-, serving from IS63 

to the close of the war> linvitig becil mustered in 2s a 

serg-eatit? but n-lien lie \vas tlisclmrg&l lie l~~liliCC1 ;15 first 

lieutenant and adjutant of the regiment. J1nhn I!-., another 

brother, \v;ts R member of Company- D. Fiftieth Regiment, 

of this state. having- enlisted in September, ISGI, and +ts 
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discharged on account of illness. contracted while in line 

of duty before his tern1 of enlistment expired. Joseph T. 

now resides at Midland, Indiana. . 
The early life of Alfred Bunger, our subject,, was 

spent in Monroe county, on his father’s farq and attend- 

ing the public schools in which he applied himself nlost 

assiduously, and later entered the State UniVersitj 

for two years. He taught three tertns of Scholl 

in Greene county, and also taught subscription 

and public schools in Arkansas, where he spent 

a year and six months, being successful in all 

his school teaching. After returning home, lie 

canle to Greene county, in the spring of 1869, settling 

on the place where he now resides, his father having pur- 

chased this farni just previous. Iii 1871 he purchased 

in part, the farnl jointly with his brother, Joseph T., and 

later IVilliam Muir, father of hlrs. Bunger, purchased 

the interest of Joseph T., and gave tl;e sanle to his 

daughter, and thus our subject and wife becanle the sole 

owlei-s of this one hundred and sixty acre tract, a part 

of which had been given to them by Joseph Bunger, and 

to which they have added forty-one acres. The land is 

inostl~~ prairie, other parts being cleared, it is all now 

under cultivation but about thirty acres. An excellent 

system of tile drainage is being installed, which the owner 

hopes will render clover growing niore satisfactory ; as it 

is, the farni will now produce crops of all kinds equal to 

the time when Mr. Burger assunxecl lnanagement of it, 

which fact certainly speaks well of his ability as an agri- 

culturist, in fact, he has spared no pains to place the farm 

in .a high state of efficiency. Corn is bought and fed on 



GREENE COUNTY, INDIANA. . 971 

the place, together with what the farin produces, to cattle 

and hogs I\-hich he prepsres for market. He is a breecler 

of Polled Durham cattle and Jersey Red hogs, sound 

juclg?lent al\vays being exercised by the subject in the 

handling of stock of all kinds, as well as in the manage- 

ment of his farm. 

Xl-. Bunger n-as married to Sarah Muir, May 

8, rST3, the daughter of \C’illiam and Mary A. (‘\Varman) 

Nuir, the father a native of Ayershire, Scotland, where 

he \vas born in ISIS, and came to America \vhen eighteen 

years old, settling in Indianapolis, xlieu, in ISlj, he 

married ‘1\Tary A. lJITarman, a native of Bartholomew 

COLlll t)-, Indiana, but her family settlecl in Inclianapolis 

m-hen she was eleven years old. He was a weaver of great 

skill, and an estraorcliilary fine coverlet xoven by him in 

1833 is in possession of the family, said to be a rare 

piece ,of xorkmanship in both design and color, by all 

n-ho have seen it. But he finally gave up his trade and en- 

gaged in market gardening on ground that is now within 

the corporate limits of Indianapolis. Moving to Clay 

county in I%& he remained there on a farm until his 

death, June 32, ISSS, at the age of seventy years, ‘leav- 

ing a widow and three children, the mother surviving 

only a few months. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Alfrecl Bunger has been 

made happy by the birth of six children as follows : 

Viola May, the wife of James E. Stahl, a farmer of 

Greene county, who has two children, Frances E. and 

Alfred L. ; Joseph Leroy is in ‘the United States mail 

service, living in Terre Haute, married and the father of 

two children, Paul R. and Alfred R. ; William Ervin, 
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who is married and engaged in the real estate business in 

Terre Haute; Alfred Theodore, who died at the age of 
,< 
t 

sixteen years in 1897; Maly Clarenda, whb is single and 

living at home, now (1908) a student at Brown’s Busi- 

ness College, Terre Haute; Estella died in infancy: The 

children of the subject and wife as they grew up took 

their place as Sabbath school workers, in fact, this is a 

characteristic of the family. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Burger &-e active members of the 

Presbyterian church, the fcormer having been an elder for 

thirty-two years, incl both diligent workers for many 

years in the Sunday school, although the church of their 

membership ?\-as four and one-half miles from their 

home. In politics Mr. Bunger is independent. He \vas 

trustee of his township for one term. A-0 people are 

bettel; known or more highly respected in the communit) 

‘than the Bung-er family. 

HON. CAMDEK C. RILEY. 

The subject, who is mayor of Linton and-a member 

of the Greene county bar? is a native of Montgomery 

county, Ohio, where his birth occured on the 17th day 

of Ma&, 1873. His father, 11’ilson Riley, also a native 

of the Buckeye state, was born in Montgomery county, 

in 1834, and in the year 1851 was there married to Mary 

Frantz, of Pennsylvania, who first saw the light of da) 

in 183~. JVilson Riley, a farmer by occupation, and an 

esemplary citizen, died near the place of his birth in the 
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month of March, 1881, his wife surviving him until 1905, 

when she too was called from earthly scenes; a coinci- 

dence of some interest is that the same minister who 

officiated at the burial of the husband, performed the last 

sad office for the lITrife when her remains were consiglecl to 

the dust, tlventy-five years later. The subject and a 

brother, Xilton C. Riley, are the only members of the 

family in Indiana, the others never having left their native 

state. 

After stuclyin, m in the district schools, Camden C. 
Riley completed a high school course in Vnion county, 

Ohio, and during the three years following taught school 

in Nontgomeiy county, spending two or three years in 

charge of the home school, where he pursued his studies 

when a boy. Later he took a course in bookkeeping and 

stenography in the Miami Commercial College, Dayton, 

Ohio, and in April, 1598, came to Linton, Indiana, to ac- 

cept the position of bookkeeper and stenographer with 

the Linton Coal Mining Company, which place he held 

one and a half years with great credit to himself and to 

the satisfaction of his employers. Subsequently he filled 

similar positions with different companies and firms in 

Linton and elsewhere, and while thus engaged, took up the 

study of lalv, which he pursued until his admission to the 

bar shortly after which he was appointed deputy prosecut- 

ing attorney, this being his first introduction to the prac- 

tice of the legal profession. Mr. Riley has been keenly in- 

terested in political matters ever since boyhood, and on 

coming to Linton he at once became an active worker in 

the Republican party, of which he has been an ardent sup- 

porter from the time of casting his first ballot. In recogli- 
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tion of valuable services rendered the party, as well as by 

reasons of his peculiar fitness for the position, he was 

elected in 1905, mayor of Linton, the duties of which office 

he has since discharged, being now ( 190s) on the third 

year of his term of four years. As chief esecutive of the 

tit>-, he has conducted himself in a becoming manner that 

has won the confidence and esteem of the people of his 

jurisdiction, being able and prompt in the discharge of 

his official functions and bringing a dignity to the position 

that proves him to be the right man in the right place. 

>!Ir. Riley was married in 1S97, to Nellie, daughter 

of Barney and Lettie (Simons) Baker, of Dayton, Ohio. ; 

His widow is living and spends1 her time in the home of . 

her children. Mr. and Mrs. Riley are the parents of three ‘i 
q interesting children, one son and two daughters! \vhose 
._ 
:i 

names are Granville, Carrie and Maly. In his fraternal -. 
ti 

-relations t’he subject is a member of the ancient and 
-5 
3 

honorable Order of Masonry and aims to measure his life 
.i 
a 

according to the high standard of excellence as laid down 1 
in the beautiful and sublime principles and precepts of this 

,j 
d 2 

time honored brotherhood. He is also identified with the .1 

Modern Woodmen of the World. Mr. Riley is a young 
. 

man of excellent parts and well defined purposes, and be- 

ing in the prime of mental and physical powers, doubtless, 

has before him a promising future. He possesses the 

faculty of winning and retaining many warm personal 

friendships and the high regard in which he is held in the 

city of his aclopti80n, and the honorable post which he has 

been called to fill indicate on his part a determination to 

discharge his every duty and obligation as becomes a 

good man and worthy citizen. 
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HON. OSCAR E. BLAND. 

The subject of this biography, a worthy product of 

Greene county, was born on the parental farm in Rich- 

land township, November 21, 1S77. Senator Bland is the 

youngest of three sons born to Joseph and ;irmincla 

(Shipman) Bland, both natives of Greene county. Joseph 

Bland was born October S, 1S4.6, ancl his wife’s birth 

occurred on the 2Ist of February, of the same year. The) 

spent their productive years on the farm, which they still 

own in Richland township, but at present are living retired 

in Linton, enjoyin, 0 a well-earned respite from active 

labors. Both the Bland and Shipman families, as here 

represented, came to Indiana from North Carolina, where 

their Welsh ancestors first located on American soil. The 

paternal grandfather of the subject of this sketch, Robert 

Bland, was a Union soldier during the Civil war, and 

died a few years after his discharge, presumably from 

the effects of disease contracted in the army. Richard 

Shipman, the maternal grandfather, was also a soldier 

for the preservation of the Union, but did not long survive 

the close of the war. 

Oscar E. Bland, whose name heads this article, was 

reared to farm life, dividin, m his youthful da>*s between 

working on the farm and attending the district schools. 

When he had outgrown the latter, he took a course in the 

Linton high school, supplementing this with a course at 

Valparaiso University, and finished his classical work at 

Indiana University. He also took a law course in the 

same institution, and was aclmittecl to the bar, and began 

practice in Lintson in 1901. After six years of successful 
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practice alone, in order to accommodate the increasing ? 

a 
patronage of the office, and also because of his elevatio,n 

to the senatorship, he formed a partnership with Henry 

Moore, Esq., of Bloomfield, under the firm title of Moore 

Sr Bland, and offices are conducted both at the county- 

sea and in Linton. The Blo&ield office is conducted 

by Mr. Noore, and that at Linton, by Mr. Bland and his 

associate, R. H. Neeley, Esq. Mr. Bland is a successful 

and thoroug-hly capable lawyer and has established a large 

and lucrative practice. He is not only well-versed in the 

intracies of his profession, but he is onei of the most tal- 

ented and versatile lawyers in the county, both in office 

counsel and before the bar. He has few peers as a cam- 

paign orator, and his services are in demand on all occa- 

sions of educational politics. He was a stalwart Repub- 

lican, thoroughly in touch with the administration at 

Washington, and a zealous supporter of President Roose- 

velt’s attitude on questions of public policy. 

Mr. Bland was elected to the state senate in 1906; 

and represents the oounties of Greene, Monroe and Owen. 

He was the champion of the two-cent railroad fare bill, 

which he introduced in the senate, and this, and a few 

minor measures, was the key-note of his campaign. He 

also introduced the miners’ wash-house bill and cham- 

pioned it to a final issue. 

Mr. Bland was married June IS, 1902, to Josephine, 

daughter of Dr. Jesse and Mary Hanna, of Linton. The 

family are prominent in the social affairs of Linton, and 

widely and favorably known throughout the county, and 

senatorial district. They have one daughter, Helen, aged 

five years, in 190s. 
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Mr. Bland is a young an of bright prospects for 

future prominence and usefulness. Few men at the age of 

thirty have attained to the degree of public esteem and 

confidence accorded to Oscar Bland. _\t the threshhold 

of vigorous young manhood, the possibility for future 

development is not merely conjectural. 

He is an at-dent participant in athletic sports, and 

enjoys the solitude of the wilderness in the hunting sea- 

on, usually making a trip, annually, to the Rockies or else- 

where, in the search for “big game.” Recently on his 

return from one of these excut-sions he brought with him 

two fine elk hkacls, which he presented to the local lodge, 

Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. In consideration 

of this very appropriate gift, and also as a means of 

showing appreciation of the generous donor, the society 

voted him an honorary life membership. He is a member 

of the \Voodmen of the World, and Sigma Nu Greek 

letter frat&ity. 

FRANK SPELBRING. 

Frank Spelbring, city clerk of Linton, and 

manager of the Greene county Loan Company, 

is a native of Owen county, Indiana, and one 

Of a family of eight children born to John H. 

and Katherine ii. Spelbring, the father of German 

birth, the mother a native of Pennsylvania. John H. 

Spelbring, who was born in 1S24, in Germany, came to 

America when young and in 1836 became a resident of 

Owen county, this state, where he followed agriculture 

62 



978 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS 

1: 37 

for a livehood, until age necessitated his retirement from 

life’s active duties, when he laid aside the implements of 

husbandry and spent the remainder oi his days amid the 

quiet scenes of home, dying in July, 1906. He was a 

quiet, unassuming man, successful in his chosen vocation, 

having accumulated a sufficiency of this world’s goods 

to place him in independent circumstances and, as a neigh- 

bor and citizen, he stood high in the community and ’ 

enjoyed the friendship and confidence of all who knew 

him. The family of John H. and Katherine A. Spel- 

bring consisted of eight children, namely: Jacob died 

from disease contracted in the army; Katherine, widow 

of John Altemiller, of Terre Haute; Mrs. Elizabeth 

Sendmeyer, of Clay county; Dr. Benjamin F., a physi- 

cian and surgeon of Saline City, Indiana; Henry, a resi- 

dent of Clay county and a farmer by occupation; Samuel, 

a farmer and banker of Westfield, Illinois; Malinda, 

deceased, and Frank, whose name introcluces this article. 

Frank Spelbring was born on the 22~1 da! 

of February, 1857, and spent his early life at the home 

farm in Owen county, where in due time he learned by 

practical experience, the full meaning of hard work, and 

it was there also that he developed the habits of industry 

which have stolocl him so well in subsequent life. His 

preliminary training in the common schools was after- 

wards supplemented by a co,urse in the Northern Indiana 

N&ma1 University, at Valparaiso, after which he taught 

several terms of school and earned a creditable record 

as a capable and -painstaking instructor. 

Discontinuing educational work, Mr. Spelbring ac- 

cepted the position of clerk in a mercantile establishment, 
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and until 1908 this has been his principal vocation, hav- 

ing clerked and sold goods for about twenty years in the 

counties of Greene and Clay, becoming a citizen of the 

former in ISSS. Since that year he has made his home 

in Linton, and during the interim between then and 

now his name has been prominently identified with the 

advancement of the town along material lines, having 

always been public spirited and doing all in his power 

to advance the interests of his city. 

During 1go7-1908 Air. Spelbring has had charge 

of the Greene County Loan Company’s office, in Linton, . 

in the management of which he has greatly enlarged the 

area of the concern’s operations and added not a little 

to its permanence and popularity. In municipal matters, 

he has also been active and influential, being a member of 

the city council and the city school board, and in 1903 

he was elected city clerk, which office he still holds, having 

been re-elected in 1905, and the duties of which he dis- 

charges in the able and businesslike manner characteristic 

of the man. 

A Democrat in politics, he is a force in his party 

and makes his influence felt not only in local affairs, 

but in district, state and national politics as well, &vays 

taking an active interest in campaigns, attending many 

conventions. He belongs to the Pythian Order and the 

Modern JVoodmen of America, and his religious affilia- 

tions are with the Presbyterian church, being in 190S, 

a member of the buildin, v committee, having in charge 

the construction of the beautiful temple of worship for the 

use of the First Presbyterian cl~urcl~ of Linton. 

hlr. Spelbring was married in the month of -4ugust, 
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ISTS, to Miss Rose E. Moorq clau,ahter of C. B. 

Moore, of Clay county, a union blessed with three chil- 

clren : Herbert V. ; died in infancy; Stella AI., wife of 

Charles G. Allen, of Linton ; and Clara, n-ho is single 

and a member of the h’xne circle. Mrs. Spelbrin,o died 

in May, ,ISSg. and on August 2pth, of the year ISgo, Mr. 

Spelbring was united in marriage to his present wife, \vho 

bore the maiden name of ;\rabell Buzzard. Mrs. Spel- 

bring is the daughter of 1\?lliam Buzzard, and has borne 

her husband four offspring-, whose names are : Fern, 

Ruth, 1V. Henry and Esther, all living. 

BEE JAMIN FRANKLIN HOLSCHER. 

The subject was formerly a member of the firm 

Holscher & Harris, shoe merchants, of Linton, Indiana, 

and he \\-as born in Stockton to\\:nship, *Greene county, 

December 20, 1879, the son of Henry and _&ma Mary 

(Eichin) Holscher. The father of the subject \vas bbrn 

in Lockport, Indiana, in 183S, and his mother, who was 

b,orn in Baden, Germany, in 1819, came to this country 

with her parents in 1855. Her father, John Eichin, was 

-a minister of the German Reformed church and was 

engaged in his ministerial labors in Greene county, in the 

early clays. He later moved to Illinois and died at Olney, 

iii 188 j. The father of the subject is also descended from 

German ancestors. His parents, John and Adelheit Hol- 

scher, came to Greene county, Indiana, from Germany, 

in the early twenties and located on a farm in Stockton 
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t80wnship, in 1849. The mother of the subject, and her 

unmarried son, 117illiam E. Holscher, still on-n ancl live 

upon this land. The subject’s parents reared the fol- 

lowing children : Emily, John H., Henry AI., 11Ylliam 

E., Benjamin F., our subject; Lydia E. -ill are mar- 

ried except 1Villiam E., and all live in Linton. *The 

brothers are all miners. 

The subject of the sketch was educated in the ‘public 

sc11001s, b mracluatin$ from the township scl~ools in 1 Sgz. 

and lie attended the hi& school in Linton for t\vo Tears : 

also spent nearly two years in the State University-. He 

began teaching- in 1896 and successfully follo~~ecl that 

profession for six years, having been employed all this 

time in his native township. He became a partner in a 

shoe store under the firm name of Hedrick & Holscher, 

in 1901, and the following- year purchased his partner’s 

interest and managed the business himself until 1904, 

xhen Joseph A. Harris became the junfor partner. They 

dealt exclusively in shoes and “foot-wear,” and had a 

1x-g-e ancl carefully selected stock at 1S9 Korth Main 

street, until May, IgoS, n-hen a fire damaged the stock 

and later the firm closed out the business. 

Mr. Holscher was married December zj,, Igoo, to 

Hattie L. Heltman, daughter of Philip and Laura Helt- 

man, of Olney? Illinois, where she was born, reared and 

educated. Her father was one of the pioneers of that 

locality, a large land owner and an estensive stock dealer. 

Mr. ancl Mrs. Holscher have two sons, D.onalcl Car- 

lyle, who was born in January, Igo2 ; and Harry, \vlio 

was born in February, rgo7. 

The subject is a member of Linton Lodge. Xo. 2366, 

--- 
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Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. He was a member 

of the German Reformed church, with which he affiliated 

when he was only thirteen years old, and xontinuecl his 

membership in it until he was married, when he with- 

drew and joined with his wife as members of the First 

Methodist church, and is now a teacher in the Sunday 

school of that church. Mr. Holscher is a Democrat, and 

he was elected a member of the city council of Linton, 

from an unespired term in 1904. In the fall of the same 

year he was elected councilman-at-large, entering upon 

the duties of the office in January, 1906, for a four years’ 

term. He is, in 1908, the able president of the city finance 

board and an active member of the various committees. 

He is regarded as one of Linton’s most industrious and 

trustworthy citizens. 

HENRY STEELMAN. 

This capable and highly respected business man of 

Linton, Indiana, was born in Sprin&eld, Ohio, Novem- 

ber S, 1858, but moved to Gibson county early in life and 

attended the public schools there, working on a farm 

between terms. He farmed successfully until he was 

thirty-five years old. In 1893 he. entered a drug store to 

learn the business, and got along so well in his new field 

of endeavor that he soon opened a store of his own in 

Patoka, this state. Removing his stxock to Linton in 1906, 

he now owns and operates the well known Owl drug store 

there, carrying a full line of drugs, patent medicines, toi- 
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let articles, paints, oils, etc., enjoying a splendid trade 

with the city and surrounding country. 

Politically he is a Republican, a member of the 

Methodist Episcopal church, and a member of Columbia 

Lodge, Xo. 450, Masonic fraternity, at Patoka, Indiana. 

He is also a member of the bIodern TJrooclmen of Amer- 

ica, local lodge at Linton. 

Henry Steelman’ was married November S, 1SS2, to 

Alice Phillips, daughter of Rhoda (Highley) Phillips, 

of Gibson county, Indiana. To this union one bright son 

was born, who, in 1908, is a stuclent of pharmacy in 

Philadelphia College., 

The subject’s first wife was callecl from her earthly 

labors early in life and he re-married November 6, 1890. 

His second wife was Fannie J. ?&Fetridge, of Gibson 

county, Indiana, a daughter of John Q. NcFetridge, a 

well known farmer. Two children were bolx to this 

union, namely ; Eunice, a high school student in Linton, 

Indiana; Henry, living at home and attending public 

schools; both giving every promise of bright futures. 

John Wesley Steelman, the father of the subject, 

was a native of Pennsylvania, where he spent his youth 

and married Elizabeth Hinckle, who was also a native of 

that state. He was a farmer, near Springfield, Ohio, until 

he moved to Gibson county, Indiana, in 1563. The fol- 

lowing children were born to this union : John W., Mark 

Henry, Rebecca, Catharine, Dora, Phcebe, Mary, Charles, 

William and Amanda all died in early life, Charles ancl 

Amanda in childhood, the others were grown and 

married. 

The subject is an influential and IIILIC~I respected man, 

owing to his hoSnesty and industry. 
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STEPHEN ELLIS. 

There is no calling, however humble, in which en- 

terprise and industry, coupled with a well directed pur- 

pose, will not be productive of some measure of success, 

and in the pursuit of agriculture the qualities mentioned 

are especially essential. Among the farmers of Greene 

county who have attained to a clefin’ite degree of success 

in their line is Stephen Ellis, whose farm is located in 

section 19, Smith township, nine miles west of 1170rth- 

ington. He was born June 30, 1842, near Linton, being 

the son Iof 1Villiam and Martha (Robinson) Ellis, the lat- 

ter a daughter of Stephen Robinson. His grandfather, 

Robert Ellis, was born in Ireland, immigrating to AAnier- 

ica in his early youth, and at t!le age of sixteen years en- 

listed in the Revolutionary cause, serving four years in 

a Georgia regiment, after which he moved to Tennessee, 

ultimately coming- to. Greene county, Indiana, where he 

farmed and died at the age of ninety-Sk years, leaving 

flour sons and one daughter. The subject’s grandfather, 

Stephen Robinson, a native of Tennessee, did not come 

tcl Greene county. The subject’s father came to Xonroe 

county, Indiana, from Tennessee, and in 1S37 entered 

fiour hundred acres of land in Greene county, n-here he 

made his home the balance of his life, dying at the age 

of seventy-six. His wife lived to be sixty-two years old.. 

They were Baptists and the parents o’r nmeteen chl!clren, 

thirteen of whlom were living at the time of the mother’s 

death and eight are living in 190s. 

Stephen Ellis remained at home until his patriotism 

prompted him to sever home ties and offer his services 
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Van Slyke, natives of Greene co-unty. Four children 

were born to this last union, namely: Jennie, wife of Ed- 

ward Robinson and the mother of two children, Laura 

Belle and Joseph Paul; Joel C., who married Violet 

Henry and lives in Den\-et-, Colorado; Van and Ruth are 

living at ‘home. Mr. Ellis has nine grandchildren and 

seven great-grandchildren in 190s. He is a strong Dem- 

ocrat in his political belief. He was formerly a member 

of the Baptist church, but when he moved from his earlier 

home he failed to take his church letter to his new place 

of residence. His wife is a member of the Baptist c11~1rc11 

as was also his first wife. Mr. Ellis is regarded as a 

plain, honest, sober and industrious citizen, who is hon- 

ored and respected by all who know him, and his wife 

and entire family stand well in the neighborholocl where 

they reside. 

RICHARD THOMPSOS JOHNSOW. 

This well known stock raiser and farmer, of Stock- 

ton township, Greene county, was born near Carlisle, Sul- 

livan county, this state, October A, 1837, the son of Sam- 

uel Johnson, who was a noted stock raiser and breeder 

during the Civil war, having remained in the county 

where he was born, being the son of Peter Jo~hnson, an 

honored veteran of the 11’ar of ISIZ, and, like him, a 

man of many sterling traits, Peter Johnson was also a 

participant in the bloody Indian wars. The mother of 

Richard T. Johnson, OL~I- subject, was in her girlhood, 

-4mancla Reed, daughter of James Reed, a pioneer mill 

- ---- 



GREENE COUNTY, IXDIANX. 987 

man, who lived near Pleasantville, Sullivan county. Four 

children were born to her union with Samuel Johnson. 

After her death Mr. Johnson marriecl Ellen Shake, 

daughter of Christopher Shake. After a well spent and 

active life, Samuel Johnson died at his home in Sullivan 

county, in 1SS6. 

Our subject was united in marriage in ISTo to Sa- 

rah J. Lisman, daughter of Perry Lisman, a well known 

citizen of Sullivan county, and as a result of this union 

the subject became the proud father of two interesting 

children, Reed and Perry. His first ivife was called 

fro13 her earthly labors in 1S79 and Mr. Johnson was 

remarried in I SS- 7 to Frances Lambeth, daughter of 

Rankin Lambeth, a native of Xorth Carolina. The chil- 

dren of this last union are: Floyd, Amanda, Grace, Ray 

and Vernor, all very promising children. Although Mr. 

Johnson is not a very elderly man, there is a difference in 

the ages of his oldest and $oungest boys of thirty-two 

years. 

The subject remained with his father on his Sulli- 

van county farm, assisting with the work about the place, 

until he was first married on the date above given, and 

there learning the fundamental principles of agriculture, 

he has since cleveloped them to their fullest extent, mak- 

ing farming a success in every particular and bringing 

his farm up to an equal basis of any in the community 

where he resides. He has long been known as one of the 

most extensive wheat growers in southern Incliana, hav- 

ing raised many crops that yielded two thousand and five 

hundred bushels. Mr. Johnson seems to possess greater 

skill in the successful planting and handling of wheat 
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crops than most farmers of his locality. Besides, he 
2 
=A 

makes a pronounced success of his other crops and stock 

raising, which fomx no inconsiderable part of his in- 

come, which has increased from year to year owing to 

his efficient management. 

The subject came to Greene county in February, 

1896, and purchased the Ora Price farm of seventy-five 

acres two and one-half miles west of Linton. He has, 

since his first arrival there, been regarded as one of the 

community’s most accomplished and trustn-orthy citi- 

zens, and at once gained the respect and confidence of all 

his, neighbors and acquaintances.. 

In politics he is a Republican, but he has never 

sought an office. Mr. ancl Mrs. Johnson are members 

of the Methodist Episcopal cl~ur~l~. 

D_WIEL H. FIELDS. 

The subject xas born in Greene county in the early 

pioneer epoch, one mile east of the present city of Lin- 

ton, January 3, 1835. and is the oldest nati\.e- . 

born resident of Stockton township, being one of the 

oldest in Greene county, and who has been prominently 

identified with the industrial, material and civic progress 

of this section, having ever stood for loyal and public- 

spirited citizenship. In Kovember, 1854, he entered the 

land where he now lives, a little more than three miles 

southeast of Linton, having gone to housekeeping that 

year,’ settling in the woods, which were so thick, he saJ.s, 
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he could see ~onl~- one n-ay, and that was straight up. 

sow it is so thickly settled that the neighbors can’t raise 

chickens. In fact, this section was practically an un- 

broken forest, n-here Indians and lvilcl animals were still 

plentiful and \\-hen the homes of the pioneers \vere cabins 

of the more primitive type. “Uncle” Daniel Fields, as 

he was. familiarly called, harks back in memory to rQ.3, 

\\rhen there were but three houses in Linton and he tells 

many thrilling reminiscences of those pioneer clays, re- 

calling lion- the wilderness thereabout n-as filled with wild 

turkey, deer, bear and wolves, many of them falling Tic- 

tims to his long, quaint rifle. He has been a factor in 

bringing about the transformation which has made this 

qne of the leading counties in the state, with its’highl) 

cultivated farms, thriving towns and villages, its ~schools 

houses, ch~wzhes and all other evidences of progress ancl 

culture. 

The father of the subject was Stephen Fields, n 

Kentuckian, who came to Greene county, Indiana, when 

a young man and, being- a Christian preacher, did more 

than his share of the u-ork in uplifting the moral and re- 

ligious element of the county, having worked among the 

people there untiringly? administering to their wants in 

whatever way he found them in need of help. The maiden 

name of the mother of the subject was Margaret Har- 

l-ah, daughter of Daniel Harrah, n-ho settled in Greene 

county u-hen it was in its vety first stages of develop- 

ment, the wilderness still being in evidence on every hand. 

Daniel, our subject, was the eldest of a family of nine 

children. The names of the others are: William, Re- 

becca, Thomas, James, all deceased; Mat-y, Ella and 
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Charles-just three-living ; two other children died in 

early life. Stephen Fields’ ‘death occurred in 1880 near 

Edwardsport, Indiana, in which town they lived ten years. 

Hie was preceded to the silent land by his wife in 1S76. 

Daniel Fields lived with his father until he was 

twenty years old, receiving such schooling as those pio- 

neer times afforded. He was united in marriage with 

Emily J. Gastineau, of Stockton township, on October 

19, 1854. In November of that ‘year he entered eighty 

acres of government land, on which he has since resided, 

having long enjoyed a comfortable home there and hav- 

ing made a splendid farm as a result of his hard labor. 

To this union six children have been born, as follows : 

Franc&, a farmer, living in Stockton township; Myra, 

deceased ; Ida, wife of Thomas Bloomer, living at Lyons ; 

Emma, wife of John Peters, living in Stockton township; 

Oliver, deceased ; -Elmer, living in Stockton township’. 

The subject’s first wife was called to her reward January 

35, 1886, and he was again married in October of that 

year to Nancy Wakefield, a sister of his former wife, 

and widow of William L. Wakefield, of Grant township. 

She is now living at the age of seventy in 1908. 

‘Uncle” Daniel was one of those loyal sons who 

could n,ot quell his patriotic ardor when his country was 

in need of help during those troublous days of the sixties, 

and, severing home ties for a soldier life, which he be- 

lieved to be his higher duty, marched away to defend the 

stars and stripes, being a member of the Fourteenth In- 

diana Volunteer Infantry, in which he enlisted in Au- 
gust, 1862, and fought ,oallantly in that bloodiest of all 

battles of the great war-A~ntietan~-where he was struck 

I- 
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by a shell durin, m one of the hottest moments of that great 

conflict and slightly wounded. After participating in fur- 

ther work in which his regiment was called to perform, he 

was honorably discharged at Buffalo, New York, in 186,. 

“Uncle” Daniel and his aged companion are highly 

honored and regarded with the utmost consideration and 

courtesy by the entire community which they have so long 

enriched with their presence. 

THOhIAS J. SHIELDS. 

One of the well improved and attractive farms of 

Stockton township, Greene co,unty, is that owned and 

concluctecl by the subject of this sketch, \vho has long 

been identified with industrial affairs in this part of the 

state, having been born in this township and on the place 

where he has spent his entire life April 7, 1860. His 

father, David Shields, was a native of Lawrence county, 

who came to Greene county in 1853, settling on the fain1 

a part of which the subject owns at present. David 

Shields died in 1894 after a busy and highly upright ca- 

reer, winning friends wherever he went and never los- 

ing them. The maiden name of the mother of the sub 

ject was Ellen Box, a native of Lawrence county3 now 

an elderly lady of beautiful attributes, who makes her 

home with her two grandchildren in Linton. David 

Shields and wife were the parents of eight children, four 

of whom are living in IgoS-Arista, Thomas J.? John B. 

and Ida May, wife of J.ohn R. Chapman. 
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Thomas J. Shields, our subject. spent his bo$loocl 

clays on his father’s farm, attending- the common schools 

in that vicinity until he reached manhoodl and gaining 

a knon:leclge of agriculture and stock raising from the 

careful methods employed by his father in these lines. 

Our subject was united in marriage in ISS~ to Anna 

Lisman, of Stockton township, and this union has proved 

- a happy and fortunate one, resulting- in the birth c!f the 

follon-ing bright children : Dova, Frank, Davicl and Ha- 

zel. The second child born to them died in infancy. 

Mr. Shielcls has been deputy assessor for four years, 

filling this office in a most satisfactory manner. This of- 

fice in Stockton township is far more important than in 

the average township, owing to the fact that many large 

coal mines are situated here. Mr. Shields increased the 

assessment of many of the large coal companies, and 

has been vigorous and outspoken in his cletemination 

that these corporations shall be made to bear their just 

proportion of taxation. The county carried the fight be- 

fore the state tax commission and won. The splendid 

administration of this office has earned for him the ap- 

proval of the people in general and he is recognized as an 

authority in matters pertaining to taxation. 

Mr. Shields resides on his farm, which lies three and 

one-half miles northwest o’f Linton. He has one bun- 

dred acres of well improved land,, richly underlaid with 

deposits of coal, which will undoubteclly be worked to its 

fullest possibility in the future. Although considerable 

time is devoted to his official duties, Mr. Shields spends 

all the time necessary in keeping his falln up to the 

standard of the good farms in that locality, being re- 

, 
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garded as one of the most progressive men in the town- 

ship. Fraternally our subject is a member of the Inde- 

pendent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge at Linton. In poli- 

tics he is a Republican. Mrs. Shields is a member of the 

Methodist Episcopal church. 

ALEXANDER BEASLEY. 

The subject of this sketch has well earned the honor 

to be addressed as one of the progressive, public-spirited 

men of Greene county, since from the beginning of his 

career he has been actively engaged in promoting impor- 

tant enterprises, besides laboring f,or the welfare of his 

community in other lines o,f endeavor, the meantime se- 

curing for himself the comforts of life and home and an 

ample competence for his declining years. 

Mr. Beasley is a native of the county where he his 

electecl to remain, making it the field of his life work, hav- 

ing- been born in Stockt,on township, June 2, 1854, a son 

of Alexander Beasley, a hardy Tennesseean who came to 

Indiana \&en a young man, first casting his fortune 

with the Hoosiers in Lawrence county, then removing to 

Stockton township, Greene county. The elder Beasley 

was a prosperous farmer, which occupation he indus- 

trio,usly pursued5 up to the time of his death in 1890. 

The mother of our subject was Frances (Nimrod) Beas- 

ley, a native of North Carolina. -4lthough. twelve chil- 

dren, an equal number of boys and girls constituted the 

Beasley family, ten of whom are now living, in 190& these 
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children received the best home training and careful 

discipline possible, their home environment having always 

be? wholesome and upliftin g, which fact has largely at- 

tributed to the praiseworthy moulding of their subse- 

quent characters. The subject’s devoted and estimable 

mother was called from her earthly labors in Stockton 

township, in 1884. The Beasley family is regarded as 

clonstituting one of the most substantial and best known 

in Greene county, and it forms a con,spicuous part in the 

history of the various communities. 

The subject of this sketch was united in marriage 

with Rebecca Moss, the refined and accomp!ished claugh- 

ter of William G. Moss, of Stockton township, the wed- 

.ding occurrin g August 14, 1873. Two children born 

to this union, after cheering the home circle for a brief 

time, were taken from it by the hand of death early in 

life. 

The boyhood life of our subject was not, generically 

considered, unlike in the main, from that of other young 

men of his community, for he attended the neighborhood 

schools and worked about his father’s falm as necessity 

demanded, ever evincing a willingness to perform 

his share of the tasks assigned to him, but ‘he was a good 

student and an industrious and promising boy from the 

start, and took up active farm work early in life and for 

a period of thirty happy and eminently successful years 

lived on the same farm in Stockton township. His farm 

was always a model in point of systematic management 

and up-to-date improvement, and much fine stock of va- 

rious kinds was to be found in its fields. 

., 

In 1902 Mr. Beasley moved to Linton where he 
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soon became one of the leading business men, having 

trafficked in real estate principally, but after four success- 

ful years the love of the rural life called him back to 

its free and independent domains and he moved to the 

beautiful suburban home ‘which he now occupies and 

which is one of the most pleasantly situated and most 

admirably kept of any like residence in the county. It 

stands just east of the city beside a natural and most 

attractive park, known as “Beasley’s Park,” which is 

frequently used by the public, in fact the city uses it for 

all its large public events. He is also the owner of many 

substantial business houses and much residence property 

in Linton, which places him among the prosperous and 

influential citizens of that community, where he is ad- 

mired and respected by all for his integrity and well 

ordered life. 

AUGUST KRAMER. 

It is not only- a pleasure but profitable as well to 

study the life history of such a worthy gentleman as he 

whose name forms the heading of this review, for in it 

we find evidence of traits of character that cannot help 

but make for success in the life of any one who directs 

his efforts, as he has do,ne, along proper paths with persist- 

ency and untiring zeal, toward a worthy goal, and hav- 

ing his concomitant upright principles, which as we shall 

see, have resulted in ultimate triumph. 

August Kramer, while a member of that large class 

of foreign citizens who have benefited Greene county by 
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their residence, stands in a col%parati\-ely small circle of 

those who have emigrated from his native country-Per- 

sia, u-here he was born September 13, ISJZ, the son of 

\\~illiam Kramer, who migrated to ,America in’ ISSS, 

accompanied by a sister. He was, a poor man and selected 

a home and a few years later his family joined him. The 

mother of the subject was Ylinnie (Gershmier) Kramer, 

lvlio settled in Stockton to~wnship n-here they farmed and 

died, the father having passed away in 1Sg4, at the age 

of fifty-two years, buried in the family cemetery near 

the subject’s h,ome, as there was no other cemetery then, 

and where the widowed mother some years later was laid 

to rest, dying at the age of eighty-two years. 

In 1857 our subject was united ih marriage with 

Ellen \\‘essel, who came to this co8untry from Hanover, 

Germany, with her mother and two brothers, now cle- 

ceased. ?he follou%ng chilclren have been born to this 

union : 1\‘ill, a prosperous farmer in Stockton township, 

who is married ancl has, a family of seven children ; Fred, 

who is also a Stockton township farmer; John, a carpen- 

ter, residing at Linton; Minnie, wife of Carl Beggerman, 

residing near Sandborn, Tncliana ; Herman, Henry and 

Gerhart are all l&g at home with their father. ~ 

Mr. Kramer’s indomitable courage is shown from 

the fact that he worked in his native land when a boy, 

for only five dollars a year and clothes. !T’hen he landed 

in Greene county he was displeased with the county and 

it u-as only his poverty which caused him to remain, as he 

did not have a cent. He now owx one hundred and 

eighty acres and has a comfortable home. 

. He has won a competency for himself and family and 



enjoys the honor and esteem of all who know him, being 

a consistent member of the German Reformed church, 

u-it11 which the members of his household are also 

identified. 

PETER STOCKRAHM. 

One of the best known and most highly esteemed 

German-_~mericatl citizens of Stockton township and one 

of the most upright of its residents is the gentleman to 

a review of u-hose life ve briefly call the attention of the 

reader, Peter Stockrahm, ix-ho can point with pride to the 

fact that he was born near the far famed “castled Rhine 

river,” in Germany, October I 6, I Sg I, havirig- migrated 

tlvo years later with his father to the land of stars and 

stripes, to which he has ever been loyal and \vhich he loves 

equally as well as his fatherland. His parents were Jl-il- 

liam and Catherine ( Smith) Stockrahm, u-110 also had 

two other sons and five daughters whom they brought to 

America. The brothers and sisters of the subject nre 

John, a farmer in Wright township; Malinda, wife of 

Robert Ellis, of \Vright township ; Elizabeth, n-ho was 

the u-ife of J.ohn Eooker, of Stockton township. is cle- 

ceased J Catherine in the widow of John TT’ees ; ‘\Villiam 

is a prosperous farmer of Stockton township ; Christiana 

Ann is the wife of _AleAxancler Pope; Sophia is the wife of 

Joseph Rector. 

On --August 9, 1889, the subject’s father and mother 

celebrated their golclen wedding. the fiftieth anniversary 

of their marriage, at which memorable social event in the 

lives of this family all their children were present. 
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hlr. Stockrahm lived with his father until he n-as 

thirty-five years old workin, v on the home place and en- 

joying the association of home, which usually character- 

izes our worthy foreign element, and which is indeed a 

commendable trait. The subject was united in marriage 

with Minerva Kendall on October 16, 18S7, the daughter 

of Henry and Mary Kendall, a progressi\-e farmer of 

Stockton township. The subsequent married life of this 

couple has been; singularly happy and has resulted in the 

accomplishment of praiseworthy tasks which the subject 

could not have achieved alone and una.icled. The follow- 

ing children con’stitute their family : Pans\- Ethel, Lillian 

1Iay, wife of Hodson Moss, of Stockton township; blina 

Pearl, Lula Patsy, Mary Catherine, Lola Flo? Etta Altha, 

Hazel Helena, Henry and William, twins, died in infancy. 

Mr. and 1\lrs. Stockrahm reside about three miles north 

of Linton on a well improved farm. They have a com- 

fortable home, their residence being cozy and nicely fur- 

nished, surrounded by all the out building-s necessary to 

the successful carrying on of farming pursuits, and but 

few farms in the county are any better managed than 

that of the subject, T who devotes almost his undivided 

attention to its care. . 

Fraternally Mr. Stockrahm is a Mason and he and 

his good wife affiliate with the Baptist church. 

JAMES A. EEDWELL. 

Among those men who by their industry and business 

activity have advanced the prosperity and wealth of south- 
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ern Indiana, the subject of this sketch ii prominent. A 

man of forceful individuality and marked acumen, he has 

had the foresight to take advantage of ‘opportunities 

which presented themselves and has successfully con- 

ducted a. well regulated farm. 

James -4. Bedwell, es-trustee of Stockton township, 

Greene county, is a native of Sullivan county, this state, 

where he was born October 9, 1855. His father, Elisha 

Bedwell, was also a native of that county, whose parents 

came from Virginia in the pioneer days, being among the 

sturdy people who braved the vicissitudes of the pri- 

meval forests in the Hoosier state when it was in its in- 

fancy. The mother of the subject was, in her maiden- 

hood, Rebecca Jane Corotl?ers, also a native of Sullivan 

county. Both father and mother passed to their reward 

long ago. 

The subject is one of ten children, eight of whom 

are living, and all leading well ordered lives, following 

out the precepts set them by their worthy parents. 

Mr. Bedwell was united in marriage to Martha Pad- 

gett, February 1 j, 1874. She is the daughter of Henry 

Padgett, a highly respected citizen of Greene county 

where the subject’s wife was born and reared, and where 

she received a fairly good common school education, as 

did also her husband whose schooling was received in 

Sullivan county. No children have been to the subject 

and wife. 

Mr. Bedwell came to Greene county in March, 1874, 

locating on his present farm of two hundred and thirty- 

one acres, f,our and one-half miles southwest of Linton, 

and he has since that time been regarded as a leading 
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farmer and sub&antial.citizen, having improved his farm 

up to the standard of those in this thriving community 

and showing by the careful way in which he has managed 

its affairs that he is abreast of the times in the matter of 

agricultural pursuits. 

In 1900 Mr. Bedwell was elected by the Democratic 

party, to which he has always been loyal, as trustee of 

Stockton township, and he has made a most .eficient and 

praisworthy official. 

The subject and his wife are held in high esteem 1~4 

all their neighbors and friends in Greene county and 

elsewhere. Mrs. Beclxvell is a member of the Methodist 

Episcopal church. 

JOHN 13. MORGAK. 

The career of the subject of this sketch indicates 

cleai--cut, sane and distinct character, and reviewing 

the 

the 

same from an unbiased and unprejudiced standpoint, inter- , 

pretation follows fact in a straight line of derivation. In ’ 
1 
I 

this work it is consistent that such a’revie\\v be entered and 

that without the adulation which is som&imes intrinsical- 

ly distasteful to the man as he stands among his fello\ys. 

The city :of Linton naturally takes pride in the work per- 

formed by Mr. Morgan, \vho has stam[led the impress of 

definite accomplishment on the public mind, and, through 

the medium of one of the best local papers in the state. 

has done much to. arouse interest in the material ad- 

vancement of the conimunity~ to sa>- nothing of his in- 

: 
: 



J. B. MORGAN. 



GREENE COUNTY, INDIAXA. 1001 

fluence in shaping the policies of the party of xhich his 

journal is a recognized esponent. 

John B. Morgan, editor and proprietor of the Lin- 

ton 1Veekly Record, is a native of Greene county, In- 

diana, the younger of txo children u-hose parents. 

Thomas C. and hIelissa (NcGinnis) Morga.n, were both 

born in Clay county, this state, in the year 184% Thomas 

C. ;\Iorgan came to Greene county in 1s~~ and settled 

near the heart of what is locally known as “Bee Hunters’ 

Marsh,” in Stockton township, purchasing a portion of 

this swamp land, and,, erecting his residence on a small 

hill i:early surrounded by n-ater, at once addressed him- 

self to the task of draining and *redeeming his possession. 

By perse\-ering industry. he succeeded in finally accom- 

plishing this undertaking, and lvhere erstwhile II-as only 

a dense, marshy waste is now to be seen one of the finest 

and most productive farms in the township, the soil being 

of great depth and fertility and producing abundantly all 

crops g-row-11 in this part of the state. 

On this farm, June IS, ISSZ, occurred the birth of 

the subject of this review, and amid its en\-ironments he 

spent the years of his childhood and youth, assisting his 

father in the fields when old enough to be of set+ce, and 

at inter\:als prosecuting his studies in the district school 

hard by. His sister, who was his playmate in youth and 

who shared with him the various esperiences of rural 

life, grew to young won~anhoocl in clue time and left the 

parental roof for a home of her own, becon+ng- the 11.ife 

of Alf M. Beasley, a well known attorney of Linton, a 

sketch of whom appears elsewhere in these pages. The 

mother, a most estimable lady of beautiful character, de- 
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pat-ted this life on the first clay of October, 1896. The 

father, one of the substantial citizens of Stockton town- 

ship, is still the occupant of the farm he redeemed under 

such adverse conditions. Although a met-e youth at the 

breaking out of the Civil war, he was early fired with 

a patt-iotic fe.t-vor to enter the army and do battle for his 

country, which desire he was finally enabled to gratify. 

\I’lieti ,only fifteen years of age he enlisted in Company K, 

One Hundred and Thirty-third Indiana Volunteer Infan- 

try,, with which he served until the close of the war, and 

later joined the Nineteenth Kansas Regiment, with which, 

during the late sixties? he was engag-ed in numerous opera- 

tions against the Indians in Kansas, New Mesico and 

other parts of the west. L4t one time he was a wagon 

master and conducted wagon trains from Leavetirvorth to 

Santa Fe, several years before the advent of railroads, 

his xestet-n experience both as Indian fighter and freight- 

er being replete with many interesting and some tragic in- 

cidents. 

That young Morgan took advantage of both time 

and oppot-tutiity to add to his mental discipline is iticli- 

cated by the fact of his having finished the common school 

course and received a certificate of graduation at the early 

age of four-teen, following which he spent three and 

a half years in the Linton high school, the training thus 

receivecl being afterward supplemented by a business 

course in the Indianapolis Commercial College, where, in 

Igoo, he was graduated with honors of his class. While 

attending the latter institution he was obliged to pay his 

own way as best he could. The limited capital in his 

possession being soon exhausted, he afterxard had re- 
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course to waiting on tables in restaurants and doing any 

other honorable labor he could find, but he never becatne 

discouraged, however forbidding the outlook, as is indi- 

cated by the successful manner in which he finished his 

course. 

Mr. hIorgan also attended several notmal terms, and, 

receiving a teacher’s license, devoted about five years to 

educational \vot-k, four of lvhich as principal of the Island 

City school, and during the sessions of Igo3 he pursued 

the higher branches df learning in the Indiana State Uni- 

yersity. On the establishtnent of the rural mail delivery 

system he saw an opportunity to make some money han- 

dling private mail boxes, and, devoting his vacations to 

this enterprise, disposed of over five thousand in the 

couttties of Greene, Clay and Sullivan during the years 

of 1903, ‘06 and ‘07, realizing a handsome profit on his 

time and labor. TVliile thus engaged he was also special 

t-ural free delivery agent for the Indianapolis Kews, 

and in adclition to this paper he handled several other 

dailies: taking over three thousand orders in his territory, 

besides acting as circulating manager in Clay City for the 

Bt-azil Democrat and in the county of Sullivan for the 

SullivanT Union, meeting with like suc,cess ih increasing 

their patronage. 

In May, 1907, Mr. h4organ purchased the Linton 

Record, a weekly Republican organ established in 1896, 

which he has since enlarged and otherwise improved, in- 

creasing the circulation from less than seven hundred to 

c’onsiderably in excess of three thousand! also securing 

liberal advertising patronage, snd in many other respects 

adding to the value of the property and making the paper 
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one of the best local sheets in the country. illt-. hlot-gan 

has a well-equipped office, in which all kinds of commer- 

cial and job work at-e done with neatness ancl dispatch, 

and being ’ an enterprisin g business man of progressive 

ideas, it is but reasonable to predict for him a continuance 

of the success which thus far has signalized his career 

and to anticipate for his paper a still larger growth in 

public favor than it now enjoys. 

Mechanically the Record is a model of typographical 

art and editorially it compares favorably with the best 

local papers of southern Indiana, being clean cut and fear- 

less in discussing the issues of the clay, l’oyally true to the 

Republican pt-inciples and as a family paper filled I\-ith 

the &test happenings at home and abroad and replete 

with interesting matter for the general reader, iti period- 

ical visits are always \velcome at the households of ntt- 

met-ous patrons. Through the medium of his paper Mr. 

Morgan has done much to advance the interests of ltis 

city ancl county, and on all laudable enterprises and 

x-orthy reforms its leoice is lteat-cl in no uncertain sou~~cl, 

being ever on the side of right and an eat-nest advocate 

of every influence that makes for the social atIc moral 

xelfat-e of the community. Since his twenty-first year 

Mr. Morgan has been a zealous member of the Masonic 

fraternity and is also identified with the Itidel~enclet~t Or- 

der of Odd Fello\l:s, in which he holds high rank in both 

subordinate lodge and encampment. He is an influential 

member of the Moclertl J‘l’oodmen of -America and the 

Modern ‘\Vocclmen of the 1J’orltl. having been honored 

with important oficial positions in both organizations, and 

in religion he subscribes t.o the Methoclist Episcopal creed, 

. 
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of \vhich churcl~ his mother u-as a fait1ih.d and consistent 

member. Mr. Morgan has never assumed the duties and 

responsibilities of married life, and supports his state of 

single blessedness with a g-race and dignity that ha\-e x011 * 

many warm friends and made him a general favorite in 

the best society circles of the city in which he resides. 

GEORGE 1YASHINGTOS BROOKSHIRE. 

Our enterprising subject first saw the light of da] 

April 25, 1868. in the county where he has alxays re- 

sided. George \\:. Brookshire, his father, was a native of 

the Hoosier state, who passed f&n his earthly labors 

three months before our subject was born. The mother 

of Mr. Erookshire was, heftore her marriage, X21-y Ann 

Rigel, who was born in Ohio, and who now lives on her 

farm in Grant township, three miles north of Lyons. 

Both she and her husband spared no pains in raising their 

children in the paths of duty and rectitude from which 

they have not departed in their later years, which fact 

@es the mother great satisfaction and cheer in her de- 

clining age. 

The subject of this sketch was united in marria,oe in 

1893 with Rosetta TATinters, daughter of Quince E. and 

Elizabeth IVinters, a well known citizen of Stockton 

township. Constituting Mr. Erookshire’s family are the 

following children : Francis P., Edith M., 1Valter L., 

Dorris RI. 

. 

The subject has devoted his life work to farming 



1006 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS 

with evident success, having always been a hard worker 

and a good manager. He came to Stockton township 

about 1893, when he purchased a farm of eighty acres 

* which he sold and bought a like farm near Switz City, 

sold out and came to the farm which he now owns, located 

two miles east of Linton and which is equal to any in his 

neighborhood .in point of improvements and the pro- 

ductiveness of its soil, the owner having been a close ob- 

server of the best methods employed by the other ag-ricul- 

turalists of his township, and adopting their plans so far 

as consistent with his own ideas in bringing his place up 

to a high standard of efficiency. Considerable atten- 

tion is devoted by our subject to the care and raising of 

stock which forms year to year no small part of his in- 

come. His barn was destroyed by fire in Igo7 and he 

rebuilt the same year. 

Mr. Brookshire is regarded by all n-ho know him 

as an h’onest, industrious farmer, a substantial citizen and 

a kindly neighbor. Both he and his wife are members 

of the Eaptist church and are. known among the best 

members of the local congregation. 

4 

LUCIAN GILLETT. 

, One of the most straightforward, energetic and 

successful agriculturists of Stockton township is the sub- 

ject, who is thoroughly interested in whatever tends to 

plyomote the welfare of the community, ,and he has long 

been one of the honored citizens of Greene county, ha\+ng 
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been born in Jefferson county, Indiana, July 8, 1Sg3. 
His father was William A. Gillett and his mother was 

LUCY Virginia Comstock before she was married, also a 

native of Virginia. \Villiam Gillett came to Greene 

county in 1860. He was a plasterer by trade, also gave 

some attention t$o farming, having successfully followed 

both until his death, which occurred in Fair Play town- 

ship, February 12, 1876. He was known as a man of 

sterling worth and endeavored to lead a reproachless 

life. ’ 

The subject of this sketch is the oldest of the chil- 

dren. The brothers and sisters are, Mrs. Francis K. 

Shilkett, Mrs. Lucella E. Bough, Ulysses G., George R., 

John C., William H., Fred+he last three deceased. Lu- 

cian lived on his father’s farm assisting in the work on 

the place until he was twenty-two years old,, attending the 

common schools in the meantime, receiving a fairly good 

foundation for an education ; then he moved on the Shil- 

kett farm near Switz City, where he remained for two 

years, leaving there to take up his residence on the McCon- 

nell farm, northwest of Switz City, where he also re- 

mained two years when he bought a farm in Smith town- 

ship, ‘northwest of 1Vorthington. He spent four success- 

ful years on this farm; then he became a citizen of Stock- 

ton township, purchasing in 1888, the farm of eighty- 

three and one-half acres which is now his home and which 

he has by careful thought and hard work brought up to a 

high standard of efficiency, making it productive and at- 

tractive and causing it to yield a comfortable li\?ng. 

Nr. Gillett was united in marriage to Mary J. Gil- 

breath in February IO, 1578. She is the only claughtel 
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of David Gilbreath, a highly respected citizen of Stock- 

ton township. This union has been blessed with five chil- 

dren, namely : Anna M., wife of David Rogers, residing 

in Martin county, Indiana ; \Villiam, David, Clarence, 

Charles and Fred. David, the eldest son is now engaged 

in farming in the new state of Oklahom?. Clarence is . 
in Robinson, Illinois, in the concrete business. The two 

younger boys, Charles and Fred, remain at home on the 

farm. 

Mr. Gillett is a well informed man, having been a 

general reader and close observer, and he takes a heart 

interest in all things pertaining to the public welfare. 

Something of his splendid business and executive ability 

is shown by the-fact that he 11:s been selected to perform 

the duties of treasurer for the Farmers’ Mutual Insur- 

ance Company. Fraternally he is a member of the 

Modern 1Voodmen of America, Camp No. 4704, and he 

and his estimable wife are members of the Baptist church. 

1VILLIAM STRIETELMEIER. 

The United States can boast of no better or law- 

abiding class of citizens than the great number of Ger- 

mans who have found homes within her borders, none 

more willing to stand by the flag in times of national 

peril than they, and none readier to support her institu- 

tions for the public weal, and. among this large and high- 

ly respected class is the subject of this brief sketch, who 

was born in Germany, September 5, 1843, in which 
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country he spent his childhood in the usual manner Of 

assisting his parents in xhatever fell to his share of the 

work about the home and attending the schools in his 

locality. He felt early in life that larger opportunities 

lay across the Atlantic in the “land of the free and the 

home of the brave” for him, and actuated by this belief, 

he was induced to set sail for America in 1863. Aftei- 

landing in New York he concluded the interior was 

better suited to his taste and he cali?e to Cincinnati, Ohio, 

where he engaged as a chair maker, having learned some- 

thing of this trade before leaving his native land; but in 

a few years he heard of the opportunities in agriculture 

that Greene county, Incliana, offered, and he consequentl) 

gave up his work in that city and came to Stockton town- 

ship, settling on a farm of fifty-nine acres where he has 

since resided, having transformed a practically rough 

piece of land clurin, v that time into a farm, and non; 

owns seventy-nine acres which compare favorably with 

any, in his neighborhood. 

The subject’s father was Henry Strietelmeier, a 

native of Germany. The subject’s mother passed away 

when he was young, and, of the five children born to his 

father and mother all are now deceased with the excep- 

tion of the subject of this sketch. 

Our subject was united in marriage in 185~ to 

Fredericka Hildedeck, also a native of the fatherland 

across the sea, and their marriage was one of those roman- 

tic kind that never fails to bring subsequent happiness. 

The contracting parties had known each 6ther in their na- 

tive land from childhood, and vowing there that the fates 

should not thwart their life paths, causing them to diverge 

64 

1,- .._ =. 



1010 BIOGRAPHICAL NEMOIRS 

into separate ways, the prospective groom came to Amer- 

ica to get a start in the business world, here to be joined 

bq’ his bride-to-be, who later sailed from her native shores 

fzor the purpose of meeting the subject in this country, 

where the marriage was solemized. As a result of this 

fortunate union the following children have been born, 

whose ages in 1908 are here given: Henry W., twenty- 

five ; William H., twenty-three ; Sophia, twenty-two ; 

Minnie, nineteen ; Lena, seventeen ; Bertha, fifteen.. 

Mr. and Mrs. Strietelmeier are consistent members 

of the German Reformed church at Linton, being gener- 

ally regarded by the congregation as among its most 

worthy members. 

WILLIAM BOVENSCHEN. 

A typical specimen of the splendid Getman-Ameri- 

can citizens whose sturdy manhood, thrift and industry 

have wrought so much for our country’s good, and who 

have ever been among our best class of foreigners: loyal 

and energetic, is the gentleman whose name forms the 

caption of this brief sketch. 

William Bovenschen belongs to the second genera- 

tion of Germans in this country, having been born in 

Wright tolwnship, Greene county, May 27, 1866, and 

spending his busy and useful life ever since within her , 

borders, maintaining that the opportunities offered there’ 

for an honest and comfortable living could not be sur- 

passed, not only in this state, but nowhere else in the 
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Union. He is the son of Didrick and Margaret (Smith) 

Bovenschen, who emigrated to America from the father- 

land in early life, married and settled in Wright town- 

ship, Greene county, Indiana, where they Ivere soon assim- 

ilated with the population they found there and builded 

a comfortable home. They had twelve children born; 

three sons and two daughters now living. The advan- 

tages and pleasures of his parental home were such that 

our subject did not care to severe his connection with 

it until he was twenty-five l-ears old, at which age he went 

out to battle life alone and with what success he accom- 

plished the feat is attested to by the present prosperity 

which he enj.oys and which he has achieved all by his un- 

aiclecl efforts, having been compelled to rely upon his own 

clecisions for guidance, and his imlate ability as an agri- 

culturist, which vocation he has always preferred to fol- 

low, seems to have been on a par with that of any other 

citizen of his community. 

The subject has livecl for the past sisteen years on 

his present well kept farm of eighty acres, pleasantly 

situated two miles northeast of Linton, and only a glance 

over this place will show that these years have not been 

given to idleness and inertness, for much careful xork 

has evidently been done here by Mr. Bovensch&l, so that 

his farm is now quite attractive in every respect, and his 

residence equal to others in the neighborhood. 

On March 36, 1891, our subject was happily mar- 

ried to Sena Heitman, daughter of Henry Heitman, a 

worthy family living in Stockton township, not far 

from the subject’s place of residence. The following 

children have been born to this union whose ages in 1908 
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are : -inna, sixteen ; Grace, thirteen ; Helen, eleven I ; Tres-’ 

sie, eight; Bemice, six; Ruth, four; Tl’ayne, an infant. 

Mr. Bovenschen has the interest of his community 

and county at heart, is a Democrat in politics, being wil- 

ling to give a part of his time to the duties of the advisory 

board of Stockton township, of which he is a member. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bo\-enschen are members of the Ger- 

man Reformed church. 

-- 

GEORGE HUBBARD SHARP. 

The subject of this brief biography is an example of 

what a man can ultimately do in the world of industry 

if he has the right conception of life coupled with a deter- 

mined nature, although his early environments n-ere some- 

n-hat nonconducive to enterprises of great magnitude, 

for Mr. Sharp was born of poor parents in a little log 

cabin in Grant township, Greene county, and he is now 

the owner of a rich farm of sixty-six acres and a com- 

fortable and nicely furnished home. The date of his 

birth occurred on September 26, 1861, his father, Joseph 

R. Sharp, having been a native of Monroe coullty, In- 

diana, who came to Greene county in the early forties and 

engaged in farming with reasoNnaMe success all his life. 

The mother of the subject was Amanda (Racier) Sharp, 

also a native of Monroe county, and like her husband, 

a type of the sturdy and strictly honest pioneer element. 

George H., our subject, is one of a family of nine children, 

and his father \vas also a member of a family of nine chil- 
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clren. Eight of the children born to Joseph and Xmanda 

Sharp are still living. They are, Mary J., the wife of 

Joseph Moyer, residing in Clay county; David 0. is a 

resident of the Sun Flower state (Kansas), where he has 

successfuIIy engaged in business for twenty-two years ; 

Belle, the third child in the order of birth, is deceasecl; 

Eva is the- widow of Samuel Simons; Mattie is the wife 

of Cass Terhune, of Grant township; Louise is the wife 

of Theodore Riley, also of Grant township; Joseph E. 

and ~~‘illiam H. reside with their mother who still lives 

on the old home. Joseph R. Sharp, the father, passed 

away in 1900 after a useful and successful life, conscious 

of the fast that he had clone all that co~~lcl be clone to 

train his cl~ilclren in the way they should go and to give 

them a start in life. 

. 

George H. Sharp, our subject, after spending his 

boyhoocl days working on the old homestead until he was 

t\\-enty-six years old and attending the rural schools, 

married October 34, 1887. Jane Xolting, daughter of 

Charles and Minnie Nolting. She was born and reared 

in Stockton to5wx.hip. The home of the subject and wife 

has been made brighter by the birth of the following chil- 

dren : Minnie Amanda, who in 19oS, is eighteen years 

old ; Claudie Ethel is sixteen ; Joseph Earl is fourteen; 

~~‘illiam Lester and Lillie Lessie, t\\-ins, are eleven years 

old. 

Nr. Sharp moved on his present farm, located about 

two miles northeast of Linton, immediately ifter his 

marriage, twenty years ago, and has since resided there. 

This farm consists of sixty-six acres of land that has 

been g-i-o\\-ing richer from year to year, and in 1903 

-.-- 
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erected a comfortable dwelliq which is the best in the 

neighborhood, through the skillful management of the 

owner who is familiar with all the details of fertilizing 

his fields by the proper rotation of crops and other 

methods known and employed by the best a,ariculturists. 

He not only makes a comfortable living off this farm, but 

is able to lay up a competency all the while to insure a life 

of rest and freedom from anxiety in his old days. Mr. 

Sharp enjoys the reputation of being scrupulously honest 

in all his dealings. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sharp are members otf the ~Iethoclist 

Episcopal church in which Mr. Sharp is an of?iciai. Po- 

litically he is a Republican. 

-- 

REV. ALEXANDER R. EVANS. 

One of the most useful’ men in Greene county is the 

Rev. Alexander R. Evans, pastor of the First Presby- 

terian church at Linton, who is a native of Sco,tland, hav- 

ing been born in Renfrewshire county May I, 1578. His 

parents were Arthur Benjamin and Edith Evans, of 

Celtic origin. They died when the subject was five years 

old and he was soon afterward brou$t to Ontario, Can- 

ada, b,y his elder brother, Arthur Benjamin, where he 

grew to manhood, taking the high school course in Ome- 

mee, Canada. He entered Queen’s University at King- 

ston City, Ontario, in Igoo, and in 1904 completed a full 

four years’ course. In that year he went to Louisville, Ken- 

tucky, and entered the Louisville Theological Seminary, 

. 
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where he spent two years. While in college he supplied 

a congregation at Elizabeth, Indiana, spending one year 

in that work. He was called to the. pastorate of the First 

. Presbyterian church at Linton in March, 1907, in which 

capacity he is now serving (190s). This congregation 

embraces one hundred and eight communicants. A hand- 

some church edifice is in course of construction, to be 

occupied the latter part of 1908, and to cost twenty-two 

thousand dollars. The present pastor was very active 

in making the new structure a possibility. The Sunday 

school of this church has an enrollment of over one hun- 

dred members. It has a violin class of twenty-two pieces, 

composed of both boys and girls, ‘which adds to the in- 

terest of both the church services and the Sunday school. 

The youngest member of the class is a lad of but eight 

years. However, he reads music readily. Professor V. 

E. Dillarcl is the instructor of the class, which is under 

the general management of* the pastor. 

Another interesting and helpful department of the 

church \vork under Rev. %Ir. Evans’ supervision is the 

Boys’ Brigade, in full uniform, consisting of sixty mem- 

bers, each fourteen years old or under. This organiza- 

tion was established looking to the development both of 

the physical and moral nature of the youth of the church, 

as well as the spiritual side of the members. The boys 

who have affiliated with this society are supplied with 

equipment and- are clrilled in military tactics. This 

proves to be a very interesting as well as popular feature 

of the church work and the young boys are all enthu- 

siastic over it. The musical class is also a feature of 
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very great interest and helpfulness. Couplet! with this 

are the Advisory Ladies’ Aid Society, the Missionary So- 

ciety, and others of a similar nature. 

Rev. Mr. Evans’ church is regarded as one of the 

most modern and most systematically conducted in 

Greene county, and the young pastor is fast winning the 

love and respect of the entire community. 

Among the physicians and surgeons of Greene county 

who have achieved success in their profession and attained 

to more than local distinction is Dr. 1\‘illiam R. Gras-ens, 

of Bloomfield, a man widely and favorably- known not 

only for his efficiency as a healer, but for his man!- ad- 

mirable traits of character and sterling qualities of citi- 

zenship as well. Dr. Cravens is a native of Greene coun- 

ty, and the oldest of a family of four children born to 

Samuel C. and Mary L. (Routt) Cravens, the former for 

many years one of the representatiT-e medical men of. 

southern Indiana, but now deceased, the,latter still a resi- 

dent of Bloomfielcl. (S ee sketch of S. C. Cravens.) 

The subject’s birth occurred in Bloomfielcl on So- 

vember 25, 12433, and he spent his chilclhoocl and youth in 

his native city, entering- at the proper time the public 

schools, where he pursued his studies uiltil being graclu- 

ated .from the local high school in the spring of 1885. 

The training thus received was afterward supplemented 

by a full course in the Indiana State Uni\-ersity. from 
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which he was graduated with the class of ISgo and sub- 

sequently he took up the study of medicine, becoming a 

student in the Kentucky School of Medicine, Louisville, 

Kentucky, n-here he prosecuted his researches until re- 

ceiving the degree of Doctor of Medicine in the year 

1sg2. Actuated by a lauclable desire to add further to 

his professional discipline, he was afterward gracluated 

from the Central College of Physicians and Surgeons, in 

Indianapolis, receiving his degree from that institution in 

1896, and still later in 1906, completed a post-graduate 

course in the Polyclinic Medical College and Hospital, 

Ken- York City, thus thoroughly fitting himself for the 

arduous calling to which his energies at-e being devoted. 

Meanwhile Dr. Cravens entered upon the practice of 

his chosen profession in Bloomfield, and in due time 

forged to the front among the successful physicians and 

surgeons of the city? as was indicated in the rapid growth 

of his professional business. It was n-hile thus en- 

gaged that he acquired the additiot7al standing and ef- 

ficiency by the special courses referred to, and* in aclcli- 

tion to his training in the school he has ever beeI> a close 

student ancl tireless investigator, keeping abreast of the 

times in all the late researches and discoveries in medical 

science and in close touch xyith every phase of current 

professional thought. As a physician he ranks with-the 

most learned men-40f his profession in Greene county, and 

his skill as a surgeon has been no less marked, -as the 

number and nature of the various operations which he 

has performed will sufficiently attest. The doctor’s 

trained perceptive faculties enable him readily to apply 

his knowledge obtained from books to the particular cases 
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in hand, and as a result he has already a large and lucra- 

tive practice, which is steadily growing in magnitude and 

importance. His success financially has kept pace with 

his pr80fessional advancement and he is now comfortably 

situated as concerns material wealth, being the recipient 

of a liberal income and the possessor of means which place 

him among the well-to-do men of his city and county. 

Dr. Cravens holds membership with the Greene Coun- 

ty Medical Society, the Indiana State Medical Society, 

the American Medical Association, the Illinois Central 

Railroad Surgeons’ Association, and in addition to these 

organizations he is also local surgeon for the CincinnatiJ 

Indianapolis & Louisville Railroad Company and the In- 

dianapolis Southern Railroad, besides being the medical 

examiner for several of the leacling life insurance com- 

panies doing business in Bloomfield and the contiguous 

territory. His fraternal relations are represented by the 

Phi Delta Theta Greek Society, the Eenevolent and Pro- 

tectil-e Order of Elks, Knights of Pythias and the Mocl- 

ern Wooclmen, and in politics he wields strong influence 

for the Democratic party, but never permits political mat- 

ters to interfere with his professional duties. 

l On December 6, 1893, Dr. Cravens was united in 

marriage with Belle Danks, of Patoka, Incliana, daughter 

of the Rev. T. C. Danks, a well-known Methodist divine, 

at one time pastor of the church in Bloomfield. Dr. and 

Mrs. Cravens have one child, a daughter by the name of 

Mary Helen, whose birth occurred on April 26th of the 

year 1897. 

Dr. Cravens possesses a fine personal presence and 

pleasing address, is an affzble gentleman whose friencl- 
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ships and popularity are only bounded by the limits of his 
acquaintance. Genial and pleasant iA manner, with many 

estimable qualities of m&d and heart, he has made his 

influence felt in social as well as professional circles, and 

few men of the city in which he resides have more strong- 

ly stamped their individuality upon the community. Pub- 

lic-spirited in the full sense of the term, he lends his aid 

and influence to whatever tends to the betterment of his 

fellow men, and all I\-orthy enterprises and local industries 

have found in him a friend an patron. 

J1’ILL H. SHERWOOD. 

The artistic temperament took possession of JVill H. 

Sherwood early in life, and that rare quality, which the 

ancients believed was given only to those favored by the 

gods, has been the dominating factor in his life ever since, 

causing him not only to devote hours to music for pleas- 

ure’s sake. but to turn it into more practical use, and he 

is at present a dealer in musical instruments in Linton, 

Indiana. 

Mr. Sherwood came fr&n a family that was music- 

ally inclined. However, his ancestors, of course, did not 

have the opportunity to develop the taste for music that 

he has had, owing to the early clays, in which they lived 

in this state. He was born May 29, 1850, in \Vashing- 

ton co~~t~-cy, Indiana, being the eldest of a large family of 

children born t,o Benjamin S. and Sarah A. E. (Holmes) 

Sherwood, both natives of ‘IVashington county, Indiana, 



1020 BIOGRAPHICAL XE1\IOIRS 

the former having been born in 1827. To this union 

were born the following children : 11rill H.? Daniel A.. 

Hugh M., Eettie J., Johnny A:, Nary D., James E., Ed- 

ward H., Daniel ; Mary and John are deceased. Daniel 

was a lawyer, located at Petersburg. Indiana, n-ho died 

on the threshold *of youn g manlioocl, n-ith an apparently 

bright future, having been a talented scholar and a young 

man of esemplai-y character. Mary and Johnnie died in 

childhood. The parental family of the subject came to 

Linton in November, 1857, and built a log house about 

a mile east of the town. .This \vas among the first im- 

provements in that vicinity. Benjamin S. Sherwoocl was 

the first shoemaker in that locality. He folio\\-ed this 

trade until 1864, n-hen he moved to Linton and engaged 

in the mercantile business. He was also postmaster there 

for several years. He later conducted the hotel that 

stands on the corner of A, Sorth\\-est, and Vincennes 

streets, where a hardware store now stands. He dis- 

pxed of his hotel in 1886 and built a residence on the 

corner of Vincennes and B street, Sorthn-est, where he 

spent the remaining days of his life, dying- there in 1888. 

He n-as survived by his widow until iApril 7: 1898. 

1l’ill H. Sherwood grew to man’s estate in Linton, 

Indiana, where he attended the public scl~ools and \vorked 

a great deal at farming and hauling goods for his fa- 

ther, working about the store and the hotYe1. From earlv 

life’ he evinced a talent for music. He is self-educated 

and has become very proficient on all kinds of musical in- 

struments. He both plays and writes music, and he has 

been a very proficient teacher of the organ, all kinds of 

hand instruments. as well as a teacher of vocal music, 
. 
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and he has been engaged in selling musical instruments 

all his mature years. He was for malq- years leader of 

the band at Linton, and served as the chorister in the 

churches also for many years. He takes a great interest 

both in church and Sunday school work. 

The subject xas married March 12, 1873, to Clara 

E. Story, daughter of James and Serelda Story, an early 

pioneer family in Stockton township, Greene county. T!le 

subject and wife lived for a time on the farm originally 

owned by Rev. Martin Hale, paternal grandfather of 

Mrs. Sherwood. 

Mr. and Mrs. Shenvood have had seven children 

born to them. The eldest is L6mie I., who is married and 

living at Terre Haute. He is a bookkeeper for the Van- 

dalia Coal Company. He served for three years in the 

Twentieth United States Infantry Eancl in the Philippine 

Islands. Fanny, the subject’s second child, is the wife 

of George Dye, a miner in Linto,n. Lesie G. is in high 

school at Linton. These are the living children of the 

subject. They all inherited their father’s talent for music 

and are escellent musicians. Dona Ivy and Ollie Marie _ 

both died in infancy; two twin daughters died unnamed. 

The subject has been a life-long Republican, ancl he is 

a member of the Masonic fraternity. His wife is also 

interested in lodge work. They have three grandchil- 

clren-Corinne M. Sherwood and Edith and Norris Dye. 

The Sherwood family has always been well known 

in the annals of Greene county’s history, and the subject 

and his family. are sustaining the traditions of their an- 

cestors with care, and as a result of their consistent lives 

they number their friends by the scores. 
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ANDREW J. MYERS. 

One of the business men of Linton who was attracted 

to that rapidly growing little city by its excellent advan- 

tages early in its boom days was Andrew J. AIyers, who 

has made a success in business there and who was born 

near Salem, 1Vashington county, Indiana, February 27, 

1867, the son of David E. and Mary Ann (Proe) Myers, 

both natives of Washington county. The former en- 

gaged in agricultural pursuits and spent the major part 

of his life in 14’ashington and Daviess counties. Eoth 

of the subject’s parents died in 1887, his mother on Jan- 

ualy 27th and his father May 17th. They were both 

in their fifty-fourth year. They had a family of eight 

children, all of whom were sons, four of whom are liv- 

ing. The two eldest, William and, Milton, died in chilcl- 

hood; Corneljus died in 1906, having been choked to 

death at the age of fifty years. He left a family of eight 

children. Solomon died in New SVhatcom, Washington, 

where he was proprietor of a hotel. He is survived by a 

widow, but no children were botx to them. John S. is 

the proprietor of the cafe at the New Linton Hotel. Mar- 

cus L. is the owner of a barber business in Tuscola, Illi- 

nois. Andrew J., the subject of this sketch. Jack is a 

barber employed in business at Linton with the subject. 

He is married ancl has two sons. 

l 

The subject has been in Linton since December, 

1887, and has been engaged in the barber business since 

1883, having learned his tradk in Daviess.county, Incli- 

ana. He has a finely equipped shop, operating four 

chairs, and he is generally conceded to stand at the heacl 

of the barber business in Linton. 

i 
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The subject was married November 23, 1889, to 

Lennie Cravens, a daughter of John L. Cravens, of Lin- 

ton. Guy, a son, was born to this union, who is now liv- 

ing in Linton, being a grown young man. Loren was 

born to the subject’s second marriage. The subject and 

wife are members of the Christian church. Politically 

he is a Democrat and an influential local politician. He 

was the choice of his party for the ofice of trustee of 

Stockton township. He belongs to the follolving social 

and beneficent societies : Knights of Pythias, Inclepencl- 

ent Orcler of Odd Fellows and the 6Vooclmen of the 

World. He has been clerk of the local organization of 

the last named lodge since its organization five )-ears 

ago. He also belongs to the Woodmen Circle, an in- 

surance organizatibn in connection with the 1Voodmen 

. of the 1Vorld. 

Mr. Myers has been very successful in his business 

and he owns the builcling in which his shop is located ; 

also a good residence. The shop is located at 3~ South 

Main street, in a brick buildin g specially fitted up for his 

business, with bath services ; also a laundry agency run 

in connection with the shop. Mr. Myers is well known 

about town and he has a host of friends in Lintton and 

vicinity. 
-- 

CHARLES F. HEM. 

The people who redeemed Greene county from the 

~vildemess were hardy sons of the soil who hesitated at 

no difficulty and for whom hardships had little to appall, 

. 
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and their efficient efforts have been fully appreciated bq 

those who came at a later period and builded on the foun- 

dation which they laid so broad and deep. Amo’ng the 

latter class is the prominent farmer and merchant by 

n-hose name this article is introduced. 

Charles F. Heim is a native of Erie, Pennsylvania, 

where he was born August 19, 1838. His parents, Wil- 

liam C. and Louisa (Heyer) Heim, were of sterling Ger- 

man stock and possessed of all those admirable traits of 

character which have made these people forerunners in 

many of the most important lines of the world’s activities. 

They both came to America from Germany about 1852 

and married in Pennsylvania, coming to Indiana about 

1864. The father of the subject was one of that loyal 

class of foreigners who espoused, the cause of the Union 

and fought as gallantly for the stars and stripes as they 

would have fought under the banners of their own fa- 

therland. He was a sergeant in Company A, Seventh 

Regiment. New York Volunteer Infantry. He died in 

a hospital in Philadelphia before hostilities ceased. Mrs. 

Heim then married M. E. Philip. The subject was left 

a small boy by his parents and he was reared by his step- 

father, Mr. Philip. In 1880 he came from Brown county 

to Greene county, Indiana, settling at i\Iarco. The fol- 

lowing April he opened up a little restaurant, which 

gradually grew in importance under his skillful man- 

agement until it became a large establishment. &Ir. Heim 

had only three hundred dollars to invest when he first 

started in business in Marco. Now his splendid stock of 

goods is valued at four thousand dollars. He made all 

this unaided, besides gettin g possession of a very fine 

. 
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farm of one hundred and eighty act-es adjoining JIarco. 

for which he has refused one hundred dollars pet- acre. 

It is well improved and well managed and is a veq clesir- 

able piece of property. He is a breeder of Berkshire 

swine and \l%ite Plymouth Rock chickens. No man of 

small busines.s capacity could have accomplished what 

Mr. Heim has, starting from the small beginning lvhich 

he was compelled to do. He successfully manages his 

farm in connection with his store. 

Our subject was tnarriecl in 1Ss2 to Relle Harve)r, 

who was born in Morgan county, August I, 1865. They 

have three sons, all living. They are Chat-les, Ray and 

Claude. Charles F. Heim & Son is the firm name of the 

business which Mt-. Heim and his eldest son conduct in 

Marco. The subject is a Republican, but he has nevet- 

taGen an active part in politics. Fraternally Mr. Heim 

is a member of the’Lyons Masonic Lodge, No. 634, and 

Linton Chapter, No. I 32, Indianapolis Consistory, hav- 

ing reached the thirty-second degree in his work in Ma- 

sonry. He is also a member of Knights of Pythias Lodge, 

No. 312, at Ma.rco. Mr. Heim is regarded as a man of 

sound juclgnient and he is highly respected for his hon- 

esty and industry by all who know him. 

JOHN WESLEY RISHER. 

(BY G. W. F.) 

The subject of ‘this biographical review seems to the 

writer to be a near relative whom he had lost in the evo- 

65 
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lutions of time and considered as dead many long years 

ago. They were schoolmates in childhood, attending the 

same “pioneer” school in northwestern Pennsylvania for 

a period of five years, or from 1854 to 1858, when they 

were separated, and have never heard of each other, by 

tradition or otherwise, until they met in Linton, Indiana, 

exactly fifty years from the clay of separation. Each had 

served through the war for the preservation of the Union 

and escaped serious bodily injury; and though widely sep- 

arated, theit- lives have been similar in tnany respects. 

John Risher, ot- “Rasher,” as the broad dialect of the lo- 

cality put it in the days of our childhood, was the “chosen 

friend” of the hotneles boy who came into the neighbor- 

hood to attend school, and ~yho requited sucl~~ friendship, 

in part, by sharing wirith “John” his big red apples, then 

a real luxury, even in Pennsylvania. Fifty years! The 

period of “history-making” in the United States and the 

world. We at-e proud to know that we have borne a 

small part, John, in bringing about the grand achieve- 

ments of our country during the last half century, and of 

none of these have we any greater .reason to be proud 

than the part we bore in the perpetuation of “one country 

and one flag.” 

A retrospective view of the past brings to mind the 

crude instruments which the people of our childhood days 

wet-e obliged to use in every line of human endeavor. The 

slab .benches in the old school house were cotilfortable, 

because we knew no other; b mrandfathet-‘s scythe and cra- 

dle were far ahead of his father’s sickle,, which was cle- 

signed to do the same wet-k, and: haiiresting was an easy 

thing ( ?) after the cradle superseded the grain sickle, 
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though the latter was still in use in “our day.” We 

knew that electricity sometimes killed people and burned 

property, but we knew of no other uses to which it could 

be “put” or that it could be “manufactured” to supply all 

demands. Steam as a motive power was in its infancy, 

and we looked with awe and fear upon the first railroad 

train which came within our narrow horizon. All the 

means of “rapid” transportation known to LIS was by way 

of the Erie canal, whose boats, propelled by mule power, 

passed through \L’est Middlesex at the rate of three or 

four miles an hour. Doubtless the sight of a bicycle, 

automobile, flying machine or “merry widow” hat would 

have driven all the natives to the woods. The telephone, 

electric cars, natural gas as a universal fuel in our im- 

mediate neighborhood (as now) would have driven them 

entirely “through the woods.” We will not predict what 

the result xould have been could they have seen a petro- 

leum lamp, or had an opportunity of reading their month- 

ly newspaper by the aid of -an electric light. But, John, 

it is impossible. to enumerate all the inventions and dis- 

ooveries which have enriched the world and benefited 

mankind within the space of fifty years, or to portray the 

utter wretchedness and incapacity of the present genera- 

tion if deprived of them. 

This personal introduction may be permissable in the 

light of the truth that there are hundreds of people now 

living in Greene county whose early experiences were 

similar to our owl. If they have all kept pace with the 

rapid march of human events they are well qualified to 

entertain their children’s children with the recital of pio- 

neer experiences, always interesting and instructive to 

the young. 
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The subject of this sketch was born in _Armstrong 

county-, Pennsylvania, on the 4th day of May, 1844. His . 

parents were David and Maria Ann (Co,\van) Risher, 

both natives of 11’estmoreland county, Pennsylvania. The 

father n-as hoi-n in I&O and the mother in 15~4. David 

Risher spent his early life-i. e.? from his sixteenth year 

until I&g----in bo,ating ion the ‘canal betxeen Philadelphia 

and Baltimore. He was married July 3, 1S43, in -Arm- 

strong county, and about two,years later the family resi- 

dence was established at “Risher’s Coal Bank,” in tilercer 

county, Pennsylvania. For some time after the year 

1S43 father Risher was engaged at the blacksmith’s trade, 

being an excellent workman in his line. In later life he 

was engaged in blacksmithing, and .x-it11 his brother, 

John Risher, in various enterprises as coal operators and 

transporters. The firm of Schaeffer, Risher & Company, 

miners, and a firm under the same tile and composed of 

the same men operated a mine and transportation busi- 

ness at Newberg, 1Varrick county, Indiana. They were 

handsomely equipped for their business, and were pros- 

perous ‘for a time, but rival miners nearer the market, to- 

gether with the destruction of a valuable stezmlert which 

cost them twenty-seven ‘thousand dollars, drove, them out 

of business. The boilers of this A-essel blew LIP and a 

total loss of boat and equipment was the result. The 

mother of the subject of this sketch died near 1\licldleses, 

Mercer county, Pennsylvania, January 2 5, I 869. Fa- 

ther survived her nearly twenty years, ancl died at 1Vhat 

‘Cheer, Iowa, July 24, ISSS. These were the parents of 

seven sons and two daughters, all of whom’ are now liv- 

ing. The eldest of the family is John IVesley, the sub- 
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ject of this article; James Cowan, the second born, is a 

resident of Nevada, Missouri; George Presser is a farm- 

er near Linnville, Jasper county, Iowa; Silas C. is su- 

perintendent of the Vandalia mines at Terre Haute, In- 

diana ; Winfielcl Scott is foreman in a mine, of which his 

brother is superintendent, and lives in Linton; Mary Jane 

is the widow of Frank O’Brien, and lives at Oxford, Ne- 

braska; Alonzo Henderson is in the cold storage and meat 

business at Mystic, Iowa ; Elmer Ellsworth is a coal op- 

erator at Boone, Iowa, and Lavona Caroline is the widow 

of Albert Bartmess, and lives in Omaha, Nebraska. 

’ 

John J1’. Risher began his independent career as a 

coal miner and has followed mining, either as an owner 

and operator, superintendent for others, or in the ca- 

pacity of a miner, all his life with the esception of two 

year3 in the mercantile business at Brazil, Incliana.. In 

this venture he was doing a good business, and had 

accun~ulatecl considerable property. A prolonged min- 

ers’ strike necessitated his selling goods on credit, and 

soon the strikers had his goods and he had their worth- 

less accounts, very few of which were ever pai.cl, even 

in part. . He lost heavily through this effort to bene- 

fit his fellow man, and retired from business. He 

has operated mines of various capacities and values in 

Pennsylvaniat Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky and Iowa, being 
. 
at times in affluent circumstances, and again clear clonrn 

to the foot of the financial ladder. Few men have hacl 

a wider experience in all. phases of coal production than 

John Risher. He left his native state in. 1866, and after 

two )-ears’ absence returned to Micldleses and was su- 

perintendent of his uncle’s mine. Later he was persuaclecl 

. 
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to go to Athens county, Ohio, and assume a similar posi- 

tion there. From Ohio he came to Brazil, Indiana, as 

previously mentioned, thence to Iowa, and again to In- 

diana, being .in business for a time at Clinton. He then 

formed a. partnership with David Murray as miners and 

shippers of coal. The story of his experiences there (at 

Terre Haute) sounds like he may have been made the 

victim of a “salted mine,” had he been producing gold 

instead *of coal. At all events, the mine proved worth- 

less, after investing heavily in equipment and attaining 

fairly good results for a time. He came to Linton in the 

spring of 1897, and has been a resident of this city sine?. 

Mr. Risher was a member of Company ii? Fifty- 

eighth Pennsylvania Militia, for ninety clays during the 

year 1863, this organization being later merged into the 

Sixth Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, and he was assigned 

to Company I. With this organization he served until 

the close of the war, being discharged June 15, 1865, at 

Fort Ethan ,41len, Virginia. The services were largely 

confined to the defense of Washington during the more 

aggressive movements at the front. He is a pensioner 

by reason of disability incurred in the army. 

The subject of this article was married January 25, 

1872, at Sharon, Pennsylvania, the lady of his choice 

being Leah Martin, a native of Trumbull county, Ohio, 

and a daughter of Henry and Mary Martin, who later’ 

were residents of Sharon, Pennsylvania. 

This happy and most congenial unilon has been 

blessed with four children, the eldest of whom, Pearl 

Genoa, born December 2 I, 1872, died at What Cheer, 

Iowa, September 12, 1886; Silas Vesuvius is superintencl- 
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ent of the Vandalia mines at Brazil, Indiana. He wedded 

Catherine Fuller and their little son, Charles Wesley, is 

the only grandchild of Mr. and Mrs. Risher. It is 

scarcely necessary to add that “little Charlie” has only to 

command and the world is his if within the power of the 

Risher family to g-ratify his wishes. Mary Idella is the 

wife lof J. JValter Baird, a practicing attorney at Muncie, 

Indiana. The youngest of the family is John Austin, a 

young man of seventeen, now wrestling- with the intri- 
I 

cate “machinery’.’ of the Linton high school. Incidentally 

he is serving an apprenticeship at thei printer’s trade, his 

leisure hours and holidays being spent under the tuition 

of Ben Morgan? of the Linton Record. 

Comrade Risher has always taken great interest in 

the welfare of his late comrades in arms, and is a very 

zealous worker and the principal officer in Lieutenant 

Yakey Post, No. 19 2, Grand Army of the Republic. He 

is now serving the fifth term as commancler of this post. 

His estimable wife is also an active member of the ~VO- 

man’s Relief Corps in connection with the same post. 

They are also both members of the Independent Order of 

Odd Fellows and Free ancl Accepted Masons fraternities, 

the lacly, of course, bein, m restricted to the Order of the 

Eastern Star and Daughters of Rebekah. of which the 

husband is a member. Being united in the temporal af- 

fairs of life, it is but natural that this unity df sentiment 

should extend to the spiritual side of their sojourn to- 

gether, hence the religious home of the family is the 

Methodist Episcopal church. 

In closing this rather lengthy sketch we trust that 

neither the parties clirectly concerned nor the disinterested 

I- 

&+. 
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reader lvill consider the writer presumptuous in making 

personal references to himself and the subject of tlie 

sketch, for he has no other means of impressing upon 

his childhood companion and his worthy family the g-eat 

pleasure which he feels in again being, even temporarily, 

in touch with him. To know that he is alive and well, 

the head of a happy, loving family, congenially ma;ed 

and reasonably prosperous, is joy inexpressible. 

\ 
-- 

SOLOMON PRYOR DIXSOK. 

The worthy and influential gentleman whose name 

appears above was born in Greene county? February 26, , 

1851, the son of John H. and Elizabeth (Stalcup) Disson, 

and received his early education in the public schools of 

this county, working on his father’s farm until he was 

twenty-three years mold, when he bought a small farm, 

the old homestead of his Grandfather Stalcup, which he 

operated for two years and sold, later moving to Iowa, 

where. he rented a farm for one year, then in 1577 he 

moved to Kansas and bought four hundred acres ,of land, 

partly improved. Remaining on this farm for a period 

of twenty-four years, he sold out and moved back to 

Greene county, Indiana, having inherited and purchased 

two hundred acres of bottom land on the \\‘hite river, 

and he also bought three hundred and twenty acres of 

hill land, all of which was improved. In about three 

ye&s he sold the later farm and bought one ‘hundred 

acres, where he has since resided, still owning the bottom 
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land. The new farm is prairie lanclt v,-elf improved, and 

upon it has been built a comfortable residence ancl cop,- 

venient out-buildings ; most of the fencing being of u-oven 

and barbed Ii-ire. He carries on a genera1 himing busi- 

ness, feeds hogs and cattle and sell 5 small <grains, renting 

the major part of the tillable land out. He raises CORI 

for the most part, however he gr01~s large crops of lvheat 

and ,oats. I-Iis is one of Greene county’s mocleI farms. 

t 

Mr. Disson II-as marriecl October 6, IS,-+ to Sara11 

Jane Owen, daug-liter of _lrmsteacl and Lucincla (Dansly) 

On-en, both natives of Indiana. G ratlilf~thei- Oil-en n-as 

a native of Xc&Ii Carolina, n.110 came to Greene ccwit~-j 

Indiana, and entered Inncl. John Hunter Owen. grand- 

father of the wife of the subject? u-as t!le son of Johi? 

Thomas O\sen, who ‘came to ,Amc”rica iron E:ng’la:lcl 

with the arm>- of Geaeral Corn\\-allis ancl ~L~~i-e~~~!eid ai 

Yorktown. He y-as burn in I>&+ and died in IS;d. Tli? 

former, J. H. 0 _ 11 en, settled in Greene cowlt~-. Indiana. 

1\Trs. Disson’s father, ;1rmstend O\\-cn. n-as the ;-:wng-e;t 

son. He was born January 16, 18~3~ and died Jaxuar>. 

agj IS70. He inherited a part of the old homestead 

which \\-a.~ entered froii1 the government lq 111-5. Dixon’s 

g-ranclfatller. Tr)lltl Hunter On-en. 111~. Dis~~-in nilcl t!le 

,otliei- two childreii were born on this farm. S!ie attended 

the public schools in the winter and the sukt-iptiou 

schools in the summer, later attending the graded xh~7015 

in Bloomfield; also went to school at Franklin. Indiana. 

She was the oldest in her father’s fami!y. 1lnr-\- E. O\ven, 

the wife of J. _A. \T’oocl, is Iking in Sew Mesico. She 

attended DePaun- Ynil-ersit?- at Greencast!c. Indiana. S!le 

has tn-0 chilclren~ O\\-en I,., a drat~ghtsman in the employ 
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oi the go~~ernnient at Rena, Secada, is a graduate oi the y 

Rose Polytechnic School at Terre Haute. Her sec- 

ond child, Laura LV.? is no\v (1908) in college at OttarYn, 

Kansas. A. Owen, brother of the subject’s nife, 

He has one son, George B., who was born in rgo;. 

children tia\pe been born to the sulJject and lvife-ClaJ-- 

ton C. died in infancy, Mary AI.. n-ho rsas bonl in I 880, 

living at home. 1It-s. Dixsotl’s people \yere Baptists, but 

she has joinetl her husband in the Christian cl~~~rcl~. 

Solonion I?. Disson is a Republicnn. IJis daughter at- 

tended Butler I-7i1i\-ersity ant1 is acti\-e in Sunday school 

w:xk in the Christian church. being a teacher and doing- 

excellent I\-ark with her students. 

The family of Solomon ancl Sarah Disson. grand- 

parents of the subject of this slietdl, li\.ed in 17irgitlin and 

consisted of seven sons and three daughters, namely : 

Sanmelt who came to Indiana and died in Greene county, 

-Aq-ust 307 1820, agecl fifty-three years; Sokmi01~ v-as 

born in 1771 and died in ~Saq. Both he ancl Samuel re- 

mained unmarried. Joseph died at his residence in 

Greene county. He was married in Georgia to Nary 

Hut-d, an aunt of Jemima Disson. of Rose\-ille, Illinois. 

The former cliecl in Indiana. Henry married in Georgia. 

His wife n-as a step-sister of Mary Hut-d. He died in 

Tennessee. Eli was born in Virginia, neat- the Clue 

Ridge mountains in I$$. and cant to Indiana in 1806. 

Stephen, the seventh son of Solomon and Sarah Dixon, 

x-as killed by Indians durin,o the war of ISIZ, n-bile 

boarding with a family near Kit-k’s Prairie, Indiana. The 

man of the house and Stephen were away from home 



Ivlleil the Ititliatis came and tiiOli the family, three Indians 

staying behind to \vait for the men. Stephen came home 

first and the Indians came from their hiding- place and 

killed him? hang-ing his body near the door where the 

owlet- of the home f~3uncl it when he t-turned. The 

daughters ot’ S~otomoti and Sarah Disson were Ruth: 

Sarah and Elizabeth. 

Eli Diswn 11-x born in 1769 in 17irgitlia. neat- the 

I:lue Ritlge mountains, and he emiSrated to Georgia 

lvhei-e the city of _iu~usta now stands. He n-as mnt-t-ied 

to Rebecca Hart in 1799 and mo\-ed to Preble wunty, 

Ohio, in ISoG, settling in Disson’s ton-nship, whet-e he 

remained for t\vel\*e years, durin, m which time hc cleat-cd 
\ 

a &t-in and escrciserl a great influence in settling the 

neighborhoocl. He mol-ed to Smith towtlship, Greene 

county, Indiana, \I-here tie bougllt a farm and impt-o\-ed 

it. He \vas noted for ltis liberalit\- and benevolence in 

helping all n-ho wet-e in need. He served two terms in 

the state legislature from Greene, Putnam and O\ven 

counties, and his successful life closed Xarch 9, 1536. 

Rebecca, the wife of Eli Disson. vx the clau,ohter 

of Isaac and Hester Hart, born near -Augusta! Georgia. 

September 2. IiFg, and died October I1 rSc;2. She had 

four brothers. \\‘illiam, Isaac, Thomas and Phineas. She 

also had tsvo half-brothers, Amos and Jerry. She had a 

half-sister, ~~110 married a Mr. Jones. 11’illiam died in 

Georgia. Isaac and Thomas died in Pt-eble county, Ohio. 

Phineas died in Peoria county, Illinois. Her mother, 

half-brother and sister emigrated to Michigan in an early 

day. Eli and Rebecca (Hart) Dixson’s family consisted 

of eight sons and three dau@iters. namely : Samuel, 



HEKRY GARRETT CREDE\\-EG 

This t~onored and staljvart Getmau---\nlericau came 

direct from the fatl~erland, u.here he u-as born at Han- 

olrer, Gernxtn>-1 October 34, 1843, being oile of nine chil- 

dren born to Herman and Elizal~eth (:hgelbeck) f:retle- 

weg. The father \vas a big-hip skilled and industrious 

carpenter and builder of more than local repute. The 

other children of this ~vortll)- family- u-el-e : Eliz;lbeth. 

1La1-y and A-h~ie, Ii\-ing, and Herman. Fritz. Minnie, 

\\-illiam awl another son, also named \\~itliam. all tle- 

ceased. 

Henry G. Erede\\Feg left Germm~- for Holland in 

the eat-l)- sixties, where he engaged in the mercantile husi- 

ness for t\\-0 l-eat-s. after xvhich he retumed to Cennan~ 

and was drafted for militaq- service, ant1 electecl to come 

to A-herica. where he believed greater npportmities 

axaitetl him. landing in Sew York on the clav thnt out- 

niartyrecl President, Abraham Lincoln. \\.as assassinated. 

He came to Stockton township, Greene county, and has 

since lived continuously, with the exception of a short 

time spent in a neighboring state, in the communit~~ 

wherein lie first settled, having not onlj7 been eminentl\ 

successful in his vocation, but at the same time establish- 

ing a reputntim among the citizens of Greene countv for ~ 

sturdy ii,clustry ant1 honesty. He first smght and found 

v-m-k as a farm lxtntl. \\vrking for Dr. Shel~\.ood for one 

J-ear. Then he Ivent to Illinois and \\-orked for m-0 years. 

hut still claiming Stocktoll township as his home, I\-here 

he returned and. having been frugal mtl prosl~emu5, p~tr- 

chased a forty-acre farm xlxmt t\vo ant1 me-half nliles 

i 
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llorttl of Linton. By industl-r- and close applicatian to 

business he has since been able to aclcl to tliis original 

farm, until he non- has a he place of one huntlrec! and 

fort>--six acres. His land is all well impro~~ed ant1 011 it 

he has erected a splendid and comfortal~le residence. As 

2 careful and industrious farmer lie is not surpassetl in 

Greene county, having well understood from the first the 

nature of OLII- soils and n-hat grains were best 3tlaptetl 

for them and bon- best to rotate crops. - 

Our subject was married in 187’ to Elizabeth Hase- 

mail, of Stockton to~\nship. the thug-liter of Detricl; 

Hxeman. Five cllicllren have been born to this unii>n. 

all living iii this township and all fawx-ably kni~-n i;tr 

their honesty ant1 industq-. The children of the subject 

and wife are : John, L izzie, 11-illiam. Herbert and Her- 

Illall. The subject and his good \vife n-orship 3t the 

German Reformed clx~rcl~. Mr. El-edeweg has net-er re- 

turned to the land of llis birth, king contented to spend 

his declining years in the shade of his own “vine and iig 

tree” in the land of his acloptioi~, jvliere he can honestly 

enjoy the respite from a life of hard endeavor and the 

well earned fruits of his enrlv toils. 

D,AVID 0. SQT_Xt?E. 

Ey his own unaided efforts the gentleman whose rec- 

ord n-e now esamine lins \\-orketl his \\-a? from a morlest 

13eginning to a position of pi-osperty and iiifltleilce, ant1 

the systematic and honest metl~otls he has employ-eel ha\-e 



13 18$5 our subject came u-it11 his parents to Staf- 

ford towlrhip. and has remained here since that time, re- 

cei\-ing a common school education ancl starting on his 

busit:ess career early *in life: in \vhich he has always pros- 

pered. He now hns a fine farm of one hunclrecl and sixty 

acres. partk in Stafford and partly in \7-ashington town- 

ships. and he also OTIS and operates a saw-mill and an 

up-to-date threshing outfit. Although these require a 

great deal of his time, he devotes all the attention possi- 

ble to his farm. which is well improved and successfully 

nianag-ed in eyet-j- respect? and is worth one hundred dol- 

lars per acre. He also owns an interest in five hundred 

acres of land in X01-g-m county, which is heavily tirn- 

bered. 

Mr. Squire has had a vas t esperience in the timber 

business and he has made most of his property by buy- 

ing and saxing- timber. He has a beautiful residence of 

ten 1-001llS, thoroughI~- up-to-date and beautiful sw- 

rowdings. 

The subject’s wife was Sarah E. Hay~oocl~ a wo- 

man of splendid traits, who has borne him four promising 

cliildreii, namely : Sathan E., J\-alter, STyi-tie Lid Pearl. 

-- --. ---.- -~- .--- -... _ 
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1Jr. Squire is a Republican in political belief and he 

formerly took an active part in local politics and became 

quite popular with his fellow voters in the Republican 

party, having been nominated and elected county com- 

missioner in 1903. After serving very successfully one 

term he refused a second nomination, which his party 

was anxious to have him accept. He also refused the 

nomination for county treasurer. 

Nr. Squire stands in the front rank of Greene coun- 

ty’s honorable and industrious citizens, ancl he has won 

the highest respect from all his acquaintances o\ving to 

his \\yell ordered life. 

WILLIAM L. PARKS. 

The family to which the subject of this sketch be- 

longs is widely known throughout Greene county, where 

it has been represented for many years and the reputa- 

tions of its various members for honorable manhood and 

womanhood and sterling citizenship is second to that of 

no other family in this part of the state. C. M. D. Parks, 

the subject’s father, was born in Coshocton county, Ohio, 

in 1830, married there when a young man Mary E. Rich- 

creek, whose birth occurred in 1830 in Virginia, and in 

1856 mloved to Greene county, Indiana, locating on a 

farm in Wright township, where he still lives, Mrs. Parks 

having died in March of the year Igoj. All of the eight 

children born to this couple are living, their names be- 

66 
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ing as follows: Almeda J., wife of \Villiam Daugherty, 

of 1Vright township; Mrs. Hannah C. Ricketts lives in 

that township also, as does Mrs. Miranda E. Moss; James 

P., the fourth in order of birth, resides at Evansville, In- 

diana; William L. is the fifth of the family, after whom 

comes Charles F., a painter of Wright township; Mary 

E., who married Henry Houghten, and Lewis A., an em- 

ploye of the Atlas mine, in which he holds the position 

of checkman. C. M. D. Parks was a member of the In- 

diana militia during the Civil war and served in various 

capacities throughout the state under the direction of 

Governor Morton. He has long been one of the repre- 

sentative a,ariculturists of the township of Wright and is 

now living in honorable retirement, being the possessor 

of a sufficiency of this world’s goods to make him in- 

dependent. 

William L. Parks first saw the light of day on the 

family homestead July 29, 1863, and grew to mature years 

familiar with all the details of farm life. His educational 

discipline embraced the common school branches, and he 

began his independent career as a farmer, to which hon- 

orable calling he devoted his attention for about twenty 

years, in the meantime becoming quite skilled as a cabinet 

maker,, his father having carried on that line of mechan- 

ical work for some years at the home place. In the year 

1882 Mr. Parks established himself in carriage build- 

ing and repairing at Linton and has oontinuecl the same 

to the present time, being now the prop&or of a large 

and thorou,ohly equipped establishment, in which all kinds 

of work in his line is clone with neatness and dispatch, 

confining himself to the carriage industry in its every 
\ 
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detail. His business has grown steadily in volume and 

the high reputatimon of the vehicles which he turns out, 

together with tlie superior order of workmanship in all 

that he does, has given him wide publicity, and to meet 

the constantly increasing demands on his establishment he 

keeps employed quite a number of mechanics selected with 

especial reference to efficiency and skill. He has achieved 

merited success in the industry which ,he has built up. 

and in addition to his large place of business owns a beau- 

tiful home adjoining and is well situated to enjoy the lib- 

eral income of which he is the recipient. 

Mr. Parksi is unswerving in all his allegiance to the 

Republican party, and while active and even aggressive 

in upholding its principles, numbers his friends by the 

score, irrespective of political ties, as his election to the ? 

office of township trustee in 1904 in a township normally 

Democratic by nearly five hundred majority abundantly 

attests, being the only Republican ever elected to that 

office in the township of Stocktlon. Few men in the 

county enjoy as large a measure of personal popularity 

and none stands any higlier than he in the confidence and 

esteem of the public. His voice and influence have ever 

been in favor of progress and improvement, and for 

many years his name has been closely associated with the 

measures and movements having for their object the wel- 

fare of his fellow men. 

In the year 1890 occurred the marriage of Mr. Parks _ 

and Lorena J. Dowell, daughter of James Lewis Dowell, 

of Grant township, Greene county. Mrs. Parks’ birth- 

place was in Monroe county, of which part of the state 

her family were early pioneers. Mr. and Mrs. Parks 
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have five children, namely: Roy D., Wayne, Nadalene, 

Blob D. and Mary. The three eldest are pupils in the 

city schools. In their religious faith the subject and 

wife hold to the Methodist creed, being respected mem- 

bers of the church in Linton and active in the various 

lines of good work under the auspices of the same. 

Mrs. Parks’ people came originally from North Car- 

olina and, as already indicated, were among the pioneer 

settlers of Monroe county, where the name Dowel1 has 

been widely and favorably known f6r many years. They 

have 10~ng been noted for physical vigor and longevity, 

the majority of the family having lived to ripe old age, 

an aunt of Mrs. Parks, now living, having reached the 

remarkable age of ninety-eight years and is in full pos- 

session of nearly ail of her faculties, physical and mental. 

The father of Mrs. Parks died in this county some years 

ago, her mother at the present time being a resident of 

Linton. 

JOSEPH LEONARD. 

The subject was born in Fayette county, North Car- 

olina, July 21, 1818, and died near Owensbzxg? Greene 

county, Indiana, July 8, 1907, living nearly eighty-nilie 

years. His long life was one of mingled joys and sor- 

rows, but useful and successful, so that he has left his 

family a heritage of which they can justly be p~oucl. He 

was one of the pioneers of Greene county, having come 

there in 1839 when he entered government land, which 

he turned into a desirable farm and built a good home, 
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in which he lived during the remainder of his life. \Vhen 

he came to Indiana he walked all the way from his native 

state and carried all his personal effects, and, in fact, all 

the property he had, done up in a bandana handkerchief, 

having foll:owed a wagon across the mountains and as far 

as what is now Indianapolis, where he left his friend and 

came alone from there to the place where he desired to 

locate, having made the trip to Springville, Indiana: in a 

single day. 

He was married August 27, 1540, to Sophronia 

Lyons, who died March 30, 1888. Seven children were 

born to this union, as follows : Leander P., Nanc>>-A., 

Kate, Richard J., a physician ,of St. Louis, Missouri ; 

Thomas J. lived on the old homestead and died in early 

Iite. 

The subject and wife united with the Baptist church 

at Springville, Indiana, and were baptized by Elder 

Thomas N. Robinson, shortly afterward transferring 

their membership to Owensburg, and always lived conse- 

crated Christian lives. Mr. Leonard attributed his long * 

life and robust health to the regularity of his habits. He 

was prompt and hlonest in all his dealings with his friends 

and neighbors.. He was a staunch Republican in politics 

and voted at every presidential election since 1840. He 

jvas a great admirer of Lincoln, Grant and hlcKinley ; 

also Rdosevelt. Being a great reader, he \vas always 

better posted on the affairs of the country in g-enerai than 

most men, and .he kept especially close to the actions of 

President R)oosevelt, keeping in sympathy Iv-it11 all the 

important acts of his remarkable administration. \1’hen 

Mr. Leonard died it was said of him that he left many 

friends, but no enemies. 
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MOSES RITTER. 

Prominent among the pioneer settlers of southern 

Indiana was, Moses Ritter, deceased, whose life became 

closely identified with the advance of the industrial in- 

terests of the country. He was born in North Carolina 

on September 2, 1797, being the son of James Ritter, a 

farmer and a preacher of the Baptist faith, who ended 

his days in that state. When Moses was about twenty- 

two years of age he joined the tide of emigration to the 

West and North, coming across the mountains into Ken- 

tucky and thence northward into Indiana. He arrived at 

Salem and became engaged as a mechanic and carpenter. 

After some time he came to Newberry, Greene county, 

and there started the first dry-goods store that did- busi- 

ness in the town. Coming later (in ISjo) to Bloomfield 

he set on foot a plant for the manufacture of wagons 

and cabinet goods. After conducting this i;or a time he 

entered again into the dry-goods business, coupling with 

. it the handling of general merchandise. His was a busy 

life, for he let no time pass by unimproved. He kgt 

his hands busy as well as his mind, and was enabled to 

see his business ventures attain to material success. 

In the course of time, however, his general health be- 

gan to be impaired, and it soon became evident that he 

would have to relax from active work, ancl he‘ acc.ord- 

ingly retired. He passed to his well-deserved rest in 

1871. 
In 1819 Mr. Ritter was united in marriage to ,4ch- 

sah O’Neal, at Salem, Indiana. She was the daughter 

of John and Hepsibahi (Gilbert) O’Xeal, Quakers of the 

- 
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purest type, whose home had been in the South, where 

-they owned a large plantation. On account of slavery 

they left the South in 1818 and came to Salem,, Indiana. 

Later they made their home at Newberry. practically 

founding that place. Here Mr. O’Neal carried on farm- 

ing and spent the remainder of his days in that vicinity. 

He was a public-spirited man, and his devout tempera- 

ment made a lasting impressi.on on the life of the com- 

munity. 

Mrs. Ritter survived her husband until March 6, 

1873. In their later years the Ritters affiliated with the t 

Methodist church. They were the parents of five chil- 

cl ren- h!lYary Ann, who was married to William Mason, 

died in the year of her marriage, 1843 ; Hepsibah, born 

January 12, 1825, is still living at an advanced age in 

Bloomfield. She was married on March 7, 1860, to 

George Grismore, a farmer, who died February 14, rS67. 

Her only son, Belton D., died on December.6, 1900; Wil- 

liam D., born April 7, 1827, a farmer and historical writer 

of known ability in Richland township ; Eliza Ellen, born 

October 28; 1831, is now living ‘at Bloomfield, having 

married William W. Gainey in April, 18;s; Emma R., 

born May 24, 1835, now lives in Bloomfield. On June 

25, 1861, she was married to Henry C. Hill, whose biog- 

raphy is in this history. 

Moses Ritter became a member of the Whig party 

upon its organization, and later joined the Republican 

ranks. His life was not all for self, however. He semed 

at one time as county treasurer, and was for many years 

the justice of the peace. He was a strong temperance acl- 

vacate, and an enthusiastic adherent of the Federal 
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Union. While he stood firmly and solidly for such poli- 

cies as he felt were just and right, yet he avoided being 

a narrow and uncompromising enthusiast. He felt that 

justice is bound to come to those who deserve it, and in 

this belief he went calmly forth iti the conscientious dis- 

charge of his regular duties. 

HON. GILBERT H. HENDREN. 

Gilbert H. Hendren, journalist, political leader, ed- 

itor and publisher of The Bloomfield Democrat. is a na- 

tive of Franklin aounty, Ohio, and the only child of 

Lewis C. and Joanna (Dorsey) Hendren,’ the former born 

in 1832 in Delaware county, that state, the latter in the 

town of Dresden in the year 1835. Hiram Hendren, the 

subject’s grandfathei, was a man of more than local 

repute in the early history of Ohio, having represented 

the Columbus district in the state legislature and served 

as chairman of the committee on public buildings, besides 

taking an influential part in the general deliberations of 

that body. The great:grandfathers on both sides of the 

family were Revolutionary so,ldiers, and a large number 

of their descendants and relatives served -in the Civil war, 

some in’ the Union army, while others espoused the 

cause of the Confederacy. 

Gilbert H. Hendren was born h!l%-ch 29, 1857, in 

the town of Canal Winchester, Ohio, and inherits man! 

of the traits and characteristics for which his Scotch- 

Irish and English ancestry were distinguished. -4fter 

finishing the studies constituting the common schoo~l 

_..-m 
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course he obtained a knowledge of the higher branches 

of learning in a normal school training and later entered 

the Law School at Indianapolis to fit himself for the 

legal profession. He had previously taught several terms 

of school, besides learning telegraphy, which he followed 

for some time, and he also had a business experience in 

the mercantile line prior fo ISSF. Since 18~)3 Sir. Hen- 

dren has loaned insurance mnpanies motie~- tqmn iln- 

provet iarms in Greene count>- in the aggregate of more 

than t\\-o million dollars and never had a forecicssure and 

never lost a dolIar for an>- company*. ;1t this time he 

makes almost eight>--five per cent. of all the r’artn mnrt- 

gage loans in the count\-. 31~. Hentlren has been called 

to various positions of !lcNijl- and trust, ha\-ing 5er\-ect as 

deputy clerk, Greene counts circuit court, three terms a5 

chainnan of t!le Democratic count>- central committee, 

two terms as cliaitman of the second congressional dis- 

trict, chairman of speakers’ burenu of the state in 1906. 

and first vice-chairman of the state central co1llnlittec and 

chairman of the speakers’ bureau of the state during tile 

great Br\-nil prcsitlential campaig-n of 190s. gil-in,? to 

the Denmxatic party the greatest stttmping ant1 ed\1cn- 

tional campaign in the history of the state. I\-ithout 

parallel, perhaps, in party annals. 

From the f.oregoing recoi-c! it is easil?- perceivecl that 

Xr. Hendren is not only an able and juclicious cam- 

paigner, but a recognizecl political leader of rare force and 

discretion, whose influence has been felt in part!- man- 

agement as well as in the making of platforms and form- 

ulating policies. In the state of Indiana Mr. Eryan has 

no closer poiitical or warmer personal friend, the dis- 

tinguished Nebraskan reposin, o- the utmost confclence in 
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the wisdom and sagacity of the Elooinfie!il editi:~r, to 

u-horn he is largely indebted for rnucl~ of his strength and 

popularity in the Hoosier state. 

-4s editor of The Eloomfield Democrat, usunll~ 

knoux as “The Democratic Commoner of Indiana.” Mr. 

Heailren has 1x33~ a toux3- of strength to the caxe of 

De~~~nci-ac~, his editorials being- clear-. logica! and trench- 

ant,, always cafrS;ing n-eight and inspiring respect, 2nd it 

is doul~tful if tllcre is ailother part\. organ in the state 

t!iat has gained more pl)licity 01’ exercised grtatct 

influence in political circles. In discussing the questions 

arId issues of the clay. The Democrat takes no lm!f-n-ax- 

gyouncl ant1 make5 ii3 coiiipron~irc. Being Democratic 

in all the term implies. it seeks to I~ecotiie a true espo- 

nent of the principles and policies of the parQT. ant1 that 

it has realized its ideal in this respect is amply pi-oven by 

the high esteem in \I-hich the paper is held and tile coni- 

mnndil~g influence it has long eserted. Xr. Hendren has 

made his paper the reflex of current thcwght not only po- 

litically, but upon all matters of public cmcerf. Tt is 

a clean! u-e11 edited family paper. in n-hich all legitimate 

news. 133th local and general, finds p&licit!-. and \\~itli a 

liberal advertising patronage and a steatlily grms-ing list 

of subscribers, it bids fair to continue in the future \\.llat 

it has been in the past-an influence for good in direct- 

ing its readers to noMe aims and high ideals. 

1\1r. Henclren has been identified with t!le Intlcl~cncl- 

ent Order of Odd Fellows for a quarter of a century ancl 

is active in the deliberations of tile Eloomfield lodge. with 

which he holds membership. He also belong-s to the In- 

diana Democrat club of Indianapolis, manifests a liveI! 

interest in behalf of the samel and his counsel and advice 



So nml in Greene count!- is more -\I-idely known 

than the rer-m-end gentleman \\.llose name appears abm-c. 

ant1 few in the course of a loll g and strenuous life haye 
Z 
$ accomplished so much good for their fellow men or so 
f 
3 indelibly impressed their individuality upon the public. 

p Re\*. John B uc i, 1 of Linton, for fifty-two years a distin- 1 
2 
+r gtiishecl minister of the Methodist Episcopal church and a 
j 
I citizen ,of the liighest American type. is a native of In- 
1 
1 cliana. her-11 at Terre Haute, in the county of Vigo, on 

5 July 11 th of the year IS37. His antecedents came to the 

[ United States from England, in which country his fa- 
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thei-. 1\~illiarn Buck, w-as born in February-? I$oS, being 

the ml 0i John Cucli, of Leicestershit-e. John md \l-il- 

liain l3uck left their native lad abcmt ISI6 to hi1 L? home 

it1 the ne\v \\-odd, the latter being eight !-eat-s of age \I-lien 

the family settled in Sew Jersey. \\7illintn Cuck. El-., h- 

ther of John, died in Et~glancl nt the nlmust utlpt-ececlent- 

et1 age of one l~uticlt-ed and seven years. the son cl\-ing in 

this country \vhen sist!T-iour Tent-s old. 

Xfmut the year 183-F llyillintii Cttcl; incx-et1 hi5 kttn- 

il\r to Incliaiin ant1 lot- eleven years tliet-enftcr li\-et1 nt 

Terre Haute. bet\\~eei~ \I-liicli place ant1 Cliicng--c-j lie 

fiYiglltet1 go?tls in ;Lli Carl\- clay, - * tli-i\-ing (I)\-Cl-hilid anti es- 

pet-ieticing tixtny I-icisiitucles as ;1 tcamstet-. Lntcr ! 18-j.;‘) 

lie changed his abwle to, Gt-ectlc county. \\-liet-e in clttc 

time lie became a successful farmer allil itiflitentinl iiinti 

of afhii-s. his liotne place consisting of three hundt-et1 

acres iti the \vcstet-n pi-t of .Stocl;toti to\\-nsliip. being 

lnng- cwisiclet-ccl me of tlie lxst iii1lmx-ccl atit1 mo5t x-al- 

uable farms iii the coutitv. Like n nu~iilxi~ of ltis 2nces- 

tv-5, lie, too, li\-ccl to ;t green old q-e. tl!-ing in 1901 nI-‘:er 

routiclitig out his nit?ety-tllird >-ear. ltis faithfu! n-ite ant1 

conllxttiioi~ pt-eceding him to tlic g-xl-e iti the >-ear rcCg0. 

This n.ortti\- cnuple hat1 nine cliiltlren. tmnelv : E5thcs 

Ann, Sat-all Eliznl~etll. Mat-y. John I\-., Stephen R.! 

James, Isaac, Susan T’. and I\ht-)- Ellen, of \\.ll(mn Sat-ah, 

John TIT.! Susm ant1 Mary at-e living-. 

,Aiter a l~relitnitiary tlisciplitie in the cotiitiioti sclmols 

John 1‘5’. Buck entered Asbury (no\\- DePau\\-i T_-nil-er- 
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s1t>-, at (;rccl~c~stle, wllel-e 11e receix-ed a liberal edua- 

tii-,I1 \t-itfl the object in View of devoting his life tu the 

,~vl:Jc ~wk of tile Christian ministry. He \vas reared un- 

(Jet. e~~~ll~rlt llimw irifluetlces andt ivith a clecidetlly reli- 

criijlls en\.irc,lllllclit, it \\-as not long until his liie received r, - 
the illlpetll5 \I-tliclt in cdue time led liitn to the spllere Of 

usefulness in xvhich ltis talents ha\vc been exercised to 

SUCII good ad~~antage and in n-hi& he has achieved so 

man)- beneficent results for huinauit~-. Mr. Buck began 

the active \voi-k of the ministry in 1857, receiving at the 

age of t\senty a quarterly conference license and being 

assigned a circuit of which Linton was the largest and 

most important point. He continued the itinerary dur- 

ing tlte nest fifteen years, and \I-bile thus engag-ed min- 

istered to various circuits of central and southwestern In- 

diana, his labors being very acceptable and fruitful of 

good results. Under his able preaching and efficient 

management the cause of Xethodism in his various ju- 

risdictions n-as greatly strengthened, iiex congreg-ations 

were organizecl, and through his influence many souls 

\\.ere woti to the higher life. -4t the expiration of the pe- 

riod mentioned Mr. Buck retired from the itinerary field 

to take charge of local congregations, arid for the last 

thirty--one years he has devoted his attention to this class 

of work, serving during the interim a number of strong 

churches in different parts of the country and building up 

the came among various weak, congregations, besicles es- 

tablishing churches and classes in communities destitute 

of religious influences. He collected the iunds and btlilt 

seventeen church edifices, and all were paid for before 

the clay of dedication. Kearly six thousand i~ieinbei-s 

. 
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n-ei-e added to the church under his preaching. Ill all 

he has i-oounded out fifty--tn-0 years ii1 his sacred calling. 

the anxxmt of good adcon~plisl~etl tl~rmgl~ liis efiorts be- 

ing incalculable 2nd 0111~. to lx made linow~ \vhen the 

i’b~~ks are finalli\- opened” and ever!- nml rewarded ac- 

cording to his deserts. In addition to his ministerin 

duties, Xr. Gucli at one period of his life tattght several 

terms of scl~onl. devoting portions of five continuous 

J’ears to educationnl \vork. nntl (luring tllc early pnrt of 

his ministqP lie liretl on ant1 mnnngecl a farm. 011 re- 

tiring from regular ministerial labor he mo~cd tn his 

farm in Greene count>- and iii-et1 OLI the same until 1Sg3, 

since I\-liicli time he has lxen ;1 resident of linlm. \\-here 

lie o,wls a cnmfortal~le home, in I\-liicli lie propmes to 

pass the closing yenrs of a \I-ell spciit life. 

On the lx-caking out of the xnr Itet\\-eeii the states 

Mr. Buck \\-a~ among the first men of Greene county- to 

tender his set-rices to the go\-ermm~t, enlisting- July 13, 

ISGI? in Compnn~- D, T\\.ellty-fit~st Indiana Infantry. I\-it11 

which lie served until October rstli of the following year. 

in the meantime taking part in a number of battles) iti- 

clucling the action at Eaton Ihuge, Txmisiatin. n-here lie 

i-eceived the injuries which necessitated his retirement 

from the a~-ni~~ at the time indicated. 

Like all public-spit-ited and enterprising- men, Mr. 

Euck takes an abiding interest in politics. and for ;I 3i~1177- 

ber of )-ears lie ~3s earnest in his suppm-t of the Repub 

lican party. JT’llile still a Repuhlicxii as far as the basic 

principles of the part)’ is concerned. of recent !-Kli-S lie 

has inclined somewhat to\vartl Prohil~itioii, believing the 

liquor traft’c to be the cl?-iiig curse of the times, nn ulcer- 



r-. 

Ml-. BLtCk’S domestic life dates fl-0111 I&h. Oil Jllile 

rotli of n-hich ~-car n-as solemnized the cere!nm\- \I-llich 

united him nrlcl 1\Cary Lay in the t>oncls of llol!- \\-e~ll~~cl;. 

S[rs. Buck is a native of Grant county. Intlinna. n-hel-e 

her parents, John I\‘. and Clarissa t’ Bradfield j T,a!-. I-e- 

sided for man]; years. Mr. and JIr-3. Buck are the pnr- 

ents of six children. whose names are 2s follci\\-s : Shg- 

gie J.J Dollie A.? Triphem T., Clarissa P.. Mnllie F. and 

.Ada P., four of wholly are living. to-n.it : 11rs. AIaggie 

Bra\\-n. of Indianapolis : Triphena : Clarissa. \I-ife of E. 

I,. Twing-. an attornq- of Toledo. Ollio. ant1 Atlrt, IIOU 

Sirs. Oii\Fer E. Glenn. of Little Rock. _it-krtnms;. Sine 

gi-ar~clcliiltlrei~ and t\\-0 S~ertt-gl*~nclcliiltlren. Ec!gar B. 

Allen and his sister -ida. lin\-e been mem!~ei-s of III-. 

Buck's farnil;\ since the death of their I~lother. l\l0llic 1;‘. 

_-Illen, n-110 departed this life February 17. 190~;. tIlei 

ages being fifteen and tliirteqi years. respecti\-el\.. 

Ill tnany respects 1\Ir. Buck has been anil is still 2 



retnarkable man. Sotwithstanding his long and stren- 

uous life! filled to repletion wit17 good to his fellow men, 

he is reimrkabl~- well preserved and id1 0i T-ig-Or, car- 

rying the weight of his se\-enty-one ~-cars. I\-itli the ease 

and equnnimit~~ of one of half his age. Indeed, he is 

One Of the \~fmUlgeSt Old illeli t0 he met \Sith ill all)- pal-t 

oi the Hoosier state, retaining the full possession of his 

faCLdtie$ ph!-siCal alId lnellta~, keepillg ill CkJse tOuCh With 

the times and fanliliar nit11 the leading questions of the 

clay, besides lllingling with the ymng- people of tile city, 

taking- part in their pastimes and sports and qmpathiz- 

ing with them in their troubles, fancied or real. Al- 

though acti{-e all of his life ancl a diligent m~rkei- in his 

-\-arious spheres of endeavor, he has also been a lover of 

innocent anxtsenlents and a willing participant in the 

same, I\-hich fact accounts for nluch of his popularity 

aniong the people with ~\hom he mingles. ;ls an evi- 

dence of his faith in himself and belief that his labors 

are by no means ended, XI-. Buck, on the ,Jd clay of 

March, 1908. ~-as admitted to the_ Greene county bar, 

being the olclest man ever admitted to the practice of law 

iii the county, and it is doubtful if in the entire state 

there can lx found a parallel instance. That he may be 

successful in the legal profession is the earnest desire of 

his nun~ei~ous friends and acquaintances, and that lie will 

be few doubt. 

HON. DANIEL ‘IV. McISTOSH. 

The subject of this article, one of the prominent and 

n-ell knon-n lawyers of Greene county. Indiana, was born 



Iill ;i f:lrln n( it many- miles dis;cnnt froill itis l”‘e5ellt lli!lllc, 

rlil(j 1~:~s 1jccl-i ;t resident r_f this c~7Lllltv all Iii.5 lift, llis 

}jii-tll ~cc~~l-l-irig (:tn 11;~ I,tll or Ju!J-, IS@, lie killg ;t SO11 

c.>f -7 iIt :tilil S,ar:~l~ (CIIIIII) ITcT:ltlm)~l!. ‘I-IlC fnthcr is de- 

jcell(lc~.l it-f-m the 5;1111e famil\, 25 \\7illi:itn 1. IllcIilt~~5i1, 

~~llt.w sl;ctcli appc:i1-5 in tliis volume. The f3illCr of tile 

sLil)ject anrl his fcwi- Iii-in, cr sons n-ere ail lX)r11 in Hi& 

1:ti;c.l tc,L\,llsliip. the fi_tl~l?lCl~ 11111 tlic 10th i>fV I;?l~lXt21-!*, lS;A. 

He II-;LS a successful farmer. and ile\yer eng-aged in any 

other business pursuit. He ux a wlclier during the Civil 

ivar, as u-ere tliree of his bl-others-Ttlomas, Perq- C. 

and \\‘illiam-the first and last named having lost their 

ii\7es in the service, or as a result of it. 

The paternal grandfather of the subject of this 

sketch was Joseph 3IcIntosh. a native of Bath county, 

Kentucky, \vllO came to Indiana in IS21 in company with 

his father’s family, and located near Old Point Cnm- 

merce, on the east side of 11-bite river near the moutli of 

Eel river. The tradition is silent as to the number of 

souls n-ho made this l1azarclous lvoyage, but it is under- 

stood that the father, mother and several sons embarked 

in a “pi rogue” on the Licking river in Kentucky. floated 

clnn-n that river to the Ohio, tl1ence down that stream tco 

the mouth of the 1T’ahasti. up the latter by ‘ipoliilg,” and 

continued on up the I\-liite ril-er to their destination, as 

designated above. Granclfather’s xl-ife NXS a Miss Toclcl~ 

a cousin of _4braham Lincoln’s wife. She n-as of Ger- 

man and Scotch lineage. ant1 the McIntoshes are pure 

Scotch. The family in America are no doubt of the same 

lineage as General McIntosh, of Revolutionary fame. He 

v-as later a congressman from Georgia. It is a deplor- 
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able fact that, until within recent J-ears, no effort has been 

nrtcle to preserl-e or \*erifJ- ~knerican genenlog-y. ant1 the 

best informed people are as ignnrant of their ancestry as 

are the uneducated. 

In later life John l\IcTntosh. the subject’s fat!ler. pur- 

chased his old parental homestead in Highland t!?wnship. 

and he died in Eeech Creel; township on the 19th of April. 

1900. His wife? Sarah Crum. n-as bart: in Franklin 

township, Owen county? Indiana. Alar-ch 3. 1S35~ and 

died the same month and da)- as her liusbantl, just t\\-ent)-- 

seven years previously. 

These x-et-e the parents of five children, one of n-hem 

(lied in infancy7 xncl the others are all living. The eldest 

of the family is Perry ;i., a farmer ant1 builder. now liv- 

ing at \\-orthington7 this county ; John IT-. is a veterinaq 

surgeon in practice at T’ilas. Ou-en county ; Snniuel S., 

tn-in brother of Daniel I\-.? is a merchant and postmaster 

at Vilas. He was a teacher for a nmmber of )-ears in 

young nianliod. -4 noticeable characteristic in his fam- 

ily is the fact that none of the four brothers weighs less 

than tn-0 huiidretl pounds, ant1 one \veighs tn-0 lim~clrecl 

and sisty. -411 except Daniel are m-er sis feet in height. 

and he is five feet eleven and one-half inches. The fam- 

ily are pro\*erbiall~- Democrats in political preferences, 

and were Missionary Baptists from time iinnieinorial. 

The subject of this article sustains his religious afiiliatioxs 

I\-ith Ke\\- Hope church. the religious home of hi.3 par- 

ents, in Franklin township. On-en county. He u-as etlu- 

cated in the cotnmon schools of his native count!’ and at 

norma1 schools, u-here he prepared for teaching-. Like 

ninny other young- men. he made the teaching pmfession 
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A little mite of l;llmnnitJ- cxne to l>less this 11:lpp~~ 

union on the 30th clay of Oct!:l,er, Ic)o/. 3ntl little Sarah 

Sellie 1x7s l~ecome a permanent fixture i!l the domestic 

ci i-cle. To her is entrustecl the perpettxttion of the ma- 

ternal na111es of two generations and tlli-ee families. JIrS. 

NcIntosh is a member of the United Presbyterian cl~~~rcl~ 

and of \yarious social and literaq- societies. Tile fatnil> 

sustains high social relations in the citi\- of their adop- 

tion, and Mr. McIntosh has attained high standing- in his 

professinn. He is a genial ant1 pleasxnt gentleman. a firm 

believer in the future of Litltou, and ptlblic-sl~iritetl 

enough to assist in e\-cry wny possible ill bringing about 

the future greatness of his native county. Of the fi-ater- 

ml societies lie is ati Odd Fello\\-, holding his meniher- 

ship in Sewark Lodge, Ko. $37. his old home of boy- 

1100c1 days. 

T17illia1n ~Coleimn, the present eficiyt chief of po- 

lice of Linton, xx appointed to the force in 1906, and 

has served as chief since that time. >Ir. Colenian is fre- 

quently liighl> spoken of in connection n-ith his ofiice, 

and the present peaceful condition of tile city is largely 

clue to his untiring watchfulness. He came to this pl?ce 

from TJ-ortliington, Indiana. where he held a similar po- 
.*.. 
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sition for seven years. He achier-ed marked succe~ in a 

business capacity as c2 butcher, working for mm-e than 

Went\- years at that trrtcle, which he learned in his native 

toxm, Bo\vling Greene, Clay counts-, Indiana. in ;vhicll 

\-ii&e he first sa\v the light of clay ,iugust 7: 1860. Con- 

cerning his nticestq- the first l;no\\-n seems to 1121-e c13llle 

from German>-. His father and mother lil*ecl for man]; 

l-ears in I\liami county, Inclimn. His fnther died mnn!- 

years ago in his fift!--sixth year in the Ilouse in I\-hicll 

the subject was born. The mother no\v lives \I-ith a sis- 

ter. 1Ir.s. Edei-l\-l at Erazil, Indiana. -Another sister. 

Xrs. Mary Stewart, also lives iii the same to\\-l!. 1\lr. 

C3rIeinm is the onl!- son ant1 the oldest mentl1er of the 

family. He ~35 united in mat-riag-e in ISS2 tl3 Susie 

Sfarle>-. of Clap City. The result of this mim m-a3 tllrec 

;hilclren, all boys ; Harry, the oldest, died at the age oi 

sirteen, in r SgS. Orville atIc1 TT’illie live at lloi71e 2nd 

both linvc lucrati\;e positions with the I-intoil’s ‘;uppl! 

Con~paii~ as meat cutters, as u-cl1 as being- tm~td n-it!1 

inucl~ other of the cotnpan~‘s business. They nre tn-0 

exemplarT- sons. trustworthy1 having nevci- g-ix-en tlleir 

parents a in0metlt.s’ n-nrry or uneasiness. ;1. p”l-~“ll of 

STr. Colenxm’s ambition and energy w3ultl mm1 attrnct 

the attention of the fraternnl \vorlcl~ ant1 so the Tndepentl- 

eiit Ortlcr of Ocld Fellows soon appealed t(7 him al:il 

he first united u-it11 the order ,-it \I-orlllington. 19. 137. 

transferring his membership to Unity Lnilge. Lint~m, !7n 

his remo\-al to the latter place, u-here lie soon f!:)ttnrl rixxll 

to me his fraternal lm\vers, and his fellm- member; soon 

found 3 place for his nbe on their official roster. He is 

ncm past grand mnster and repre5ent3tive of the Grand 



Mr. duleman: is J-et in the prime of life. untirillg- iI1 

his &furts, ailcl retains the cotlfitlence i)t his fello\\- t9\vlls- 

men, so that the future of his life is full of hope that 

greater acliie\~cmetits 21-e in store for him. 

--- -~ 

I<e\\-i5, l\yilliain \\~arller. tlie - 5ul)jec.t cut’ this hiog- 

raphy. has pIa!-ccl I\-ell his part as n citizen. his cilurse 

ha\-ing heeii characterized b>- inilu5ti-~.. a prog:‘rek\~c 

spirit :inil gcmd niatirtgement. al.;0 ln- that l~rmtl-minrletl 

policy \\.hicli take. 3 cognizance nf tile general 3s well ~5 

the inclivicl~ul welfare. Such 31-e the men \I-ho al-e emi- 

nently entitled to representation in x phlication of tllis 

nature. and it is \villi l)leasut-e that u-e incorlmrate a rc- 

\vie\\- of the life history ‘of the lionorat~le g-ciitlenlan xvliose 

name iiiitiates this paragraph. 

Len-is 11’. 11’ariier \v;Is born in i/-right tO\Vildlil1. 

Greene county, December I 3. 1S69. the sml of John I;. 

1T*arner, R big-h-class citizen of Germany. m+o came to 

America I\-lien a >-oung matl, settling- on a farm in 

ii-right township. Greene counti\-. The subject’s mother 

\\-a~ Christinia G. A\Iiller, in her maidet~hoocl a daughter 

(if Daniel >liller. Sl le is a native c~f Germany, where 

she n-as born ,-1ugust 28, 1843, and represents that 

nobler and studier class of citiz’ens from alien lands 

who have done so much to uplift the industrial, civic 

. 
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Constituting the elenients 0f good citizenship are 

three cartlid ~iI-ttle~-iildu.;tl-1.. iiitegritv ant1 moraliQ-. 

\1-itlicut these phi12 atid simple virtues no tmn can jtlstl>* 

claim distinction as a good citizen. 

The subject of this brief review it; Jo;liun R. Curtis. 

of Linton, \vllose chracter is Q-pica1 of the I-irtues liere 

designatecl. Coming- ironi tliat great army oi toilers \\.I10 

represent t!ie 13rain and sine\\- of the land. aiitl \\.lw, after 

all, constitute the creative cnpacity atid the true man- 

liness and \voi-tli of a comiuunit~-, he stands today. by 

dint of his o\vii enclea\-or. a man of honor and abilit)- 

among his fellcnv ton-nspeople. 



CHARLES IX-1SI;LIS GOOD. 

The fanner ~110 now sudceeds possesses much scien- 

tific lmo~vleclge concerning the best methods of producing 

T ,,-_ , ...... .... -. 
.--. ....... _-___ ._ 
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\shich he saccess-fullv follow\-ed for 3 pericxl of three 

~-ears, but? desiring to return to his natis-e townsl~ip. a!l(l 

belie\-ing ttiat better opprtuuities esisted there than in 

Sulli\-an cuunt!7. he returnetl to llis nati\-e to\vnship and 

I;ought sist!. acres of escelicnt land, where he no\l- lives 

and successfully farms,. raising a di\-ersity ctf crops and 

tine stock of all kinds, especiall)- ~olancl China hogs. 

ljlacl; Follecl -\ngtls cattle ailtl other good breeds, as his 

j udg-ment directs. We mine-cl coal one )-ear. then re- 

mained on his farm. 

Mr. Good has traveled consiclerably, au& being a 

man I\-ho c:,lxer-i-es things, has reaped great pxl fro111 

this source. Both he and his \\-ife are much liked 13! 

their neighbors and are highly respected l>y all I\-110 knew 

them. l\lrs. Good is a member of the Christian churcl-r. 

GEORGE I\‘. T\‘ELLS. 

George 11’. jlvells, attorney and counselor at law, 

Linton, is a native of Jackson county: Indianal and one of 

five children whose parents were John R. and Jane ~~-elIs. 

1xX11 1~01~II in Indiana, the father in ~T’ashington count!-. 

the mother in the county of Jackson. These parents were 

married in l3rcvnstown, Indiana, in rS71, ancl li\-ed on a 

farm in Jacksxi county until the father’s death. \lkich 

occurred on July 3, 1901, at the age of fift!--four years. 

He was the leading- agriculturist in the neighborhood in 

I\-1lic.h he resided? owned one of the best and most high- 

ly improT-ed farms in the county and achieved sipal SLYC- 



cess in the calling to u-hi& his life and energies had 

been devoted. He was also a mm of it-reproachable 

character, ho\\-u and greatI) respected, and his death 

xx-as felt as n personal loss in the community- \vliere he 

was so highly esteemed. Mrs. T1’ells, \\.hose birth oc- 

curred in the year IS-@, and bore the maiden nanle of 

Jane Paris, surei\-es her husbnnd and is li\.ing at this 

time on the home farm with her children. The fannil! 

of John I?. and Jane ii-ells consisted of t\\-o sons a~tcl 

three daughters, the oldest of ~vlmni. \\~illiatn. aged 

t\\-enty-nine, is a farmer, having charge oi the hotne 

place and Inoking after his tlli>ther’s interests : George 

\I’.. of this l-es-ieiv, is the second in ortier of birth. after 

nhom conies Iv:-! a stenographer, in the cite* of Tn- 

tlianapolis : Latlrq aid Vina, the punger n~enilxrs t.)f 

the circle are still with their inotl~er. 

The \\‘ells family is of Gernian origin 2nd 1~25 

first represented in ~~inerica by immigrants. \\-hn settled 

iti Peixis>vlvania at a very early period. The subject’s 

gi-andfather, b2s born in that state ant1 lived there until 

about 1835. n-lien lie migrated \vestward to 11-nshitlg-- 

t,oti count)-, Indiana? Lvhet-e he niet the lady \\-I~0 l)ecntne 

his wife. reinoJ-ing sliortl~l after his marric?g-e. to Jackson 

county. I\-hioli continued to be his home to the end of 

his clays. 

1Villiatn Paris, the father of Mrs. John IX. \\*ells, 

was one of the pioneers of Clay count\-, Indiana. sub- 

sequentI\- beconling a resident of Jackson count)-, Jvliere 

the closing years of his life \vere spent. His ivife was Lu- 

cinda ,Avers. also a member of a pioneer farnil!- of Trisll 

estraction. This worthy couple (lied in the county of 

Jackson and ha\-e long slept the sleep of the just in the 

. ..--. 
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01~1 country cemetery. Ishere lie tt7e remains of n72i7\S i.)S 

their erstn-llile neighbors and friencls. 

George I\-. i\-ells first saw the light of da\- in 

Seplour, Indiana, May 12. 1881, and spent his chilcl- 

lioocl 2nd youth it7 17is native count)-, entering the pub- 

lic schools~ \vhere he received I7is preliminary eiluca- 

tional training-. Later lx attended the Central S~)cm;Ll 

Scl7001 at Dam-ille. n-here he tool; the teacher’s cotIt-se. 

following I\-tiich lie taught tn-0 terms of scl7001, and then 

cliscontiiiuecl educational n-01-k to cle\.ote his attentiot7 tt7 

the legal profession. Mr. \T-ells began the study oi Ia\\ 

while engag-et1 in teaching. subsequentI>- contit7uetl the 

same in the la\\- department of the Xarion Sot-ma1 Cal- 

lege, ant1 in 1903 n-as aclmittetl to the hat-s of fackm 

ant1 Grant counties, entering upon tl7e acti1.e practice of 

his profession on that x-ear in the towi of Seymour. 

During the ensuing three years he lxacticecl in the courts 

of Jackson md adjacent c.ounties, with steatlilv iticreas- 

iiig polx7larity. hilt ~tp quite a luuxti\-e legal business 

and acliie\-ccl marked success 3s a safe 2nd relialde c~~tti- 

selor and judicious practitioner. 

At the espiration of the time indicated l\Ir. 11-ells 

clisl~osecl oi his interests at Se)-mour and sought a more 

inviting field for the esercise of his legal talents in Greene 

county. \\-here since 1906 he has follou-et1 his prot’es5ion 

with signal success. heiiig no\v recognized 2s one or tl7e 

leading meinl~ei-s of tl7e hr. u-it17 a reputation far- be- 

\-oticl the limits of liis ~7sml field of practice. 

On cotiiiug to this county lie locntetl at Lii7toii ant1 

formed a pat-tilership n-it17 \lTillinm R. Colli77.s. 2 n-ell- 

linou-n attorney of tlie place. the fit-n7 tl7tu coiisti;utec! 

being- still iii existence and I\-iclely ho\\-17, in legal circles, 



TT7iiIe versed in the basic principles -9-f the la~q and 

familiar with tile pix~fession in all its bearings, it is 

clouktless his ability in public address that has gken 

Mr. lTTells much of the prestig-e he no\\- enjoys. He 

possesses in 3 marked degree tile force. magnitude and 

briliint~c~- of the finished orator, qualities 1\hich seldom 

fail to influence juries. convince courts and sn-a~- popular 

assemblages. His pan-er as a master of assemblages has 

tnatle him pq~ulai- as a political speaker. and his set?-- 

ices to be much sought after during campaigns. 

Mr. Tl’ells occupie 5 a prominent place in social cir- 

cles. TT-bile ever ready to hearken to his party’s call 

and gi\-e to it the best services at his command, he has 

never sought official recognition nor aspired to any kind 

of public honors. 

Fraternally he is a member of Lodge No. 560, Free 

and Accepted Skisons and the ~T’oodmen of the \l’orldi 

and reIigiousl~- subscribes to the creed of the United 

Erethren CIILKC~~, with is-hich demonination his parents 

were also identified. 

CHARLES G. SHX‘\T’. 

Charles Gilbert %a~-, a prominent citizen of Lin- 
l 

ton, was born at Cloverdale, Putnam county, Indiana, 



. 

J:lilLlFlrJ- 13. ISSI. He received a good education, ha-\-- 

ing attended the Cloverdale public schools. Ladoga high 

~cl~(~)l, 1\7nbash College. also a business col!ege at Crnn-- 

fords\-ille, Iildiana, from 1vhich institution lie graduated, 

haying made ctinmendable records in all these schoo!s. 

Ire is also a graduate of the Southern School of Fhotog- 

raph~. at Mcl\Iinn~ille, Tennessee. i-Ie \v;ts zti able in- 

structor in the last named school for tn-o x-ears, aftct 

\vhich he attended the art department of Vanderbilt Uni- 

versity, Xasht-ille, Tennessee, for one year. 

l\Ti-. Shari-- came to Linton, Indiana. in January-. 1906, 

and put-chased his present business, the leading photo- 

_$-mph galleq- in that city, and .he is generall\- con- 

ceded t,o stand at the head of his profession in Greene 

cottn tv. He was happily married =\‘o\-ember ~9~ 19~6, to 

Coralie Graham Xaze, daughter of D. R. and Saty 

(‘St. Clair) alaze, well-known people of Greencastle! In- 

cliana. Mr. Shaw is a Republican and a member of 

the Christian church, also a member of the Odd Fello~~s. 

and \yas past grand of Cecelia Lodge, No. 1156, at 

Blooming-ton. Indiana, in which he has always taken 

much interest. 

The father of the subject was Daniel F. Shaw. who 

xas born in Cloverdale, Indiana, December 4, 15$, and 

his mother was Frances Utterback, who was born in the 

same tomi on December 13. 1860. They were married 

in their native town in 1878. Mr. Sham- was a farmer 

at Cloverdale. He is now engaged as engineer at an 

automobile works. Five children Tvere born to them as 

follo\vs : Charles Gilbert, Lyman Edgar, Mary Helen, 

Daniel F., Jr. One child died in infancy. 
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The ancestors of the subject ivet-e of \I-elsh and 

Get-man extraction, lvho first settled in Ohio, later cotn- 

ing to Putnam county, Indiana, in the pioneer clays. His 

gt-eat-grandfather Stian secured go~ertm~ei~t land. The 

family is well established and ltig-hl)T t-kspectecl as far 

hncli as it can be traced. 

DAVID DUDLIZ\- TERHL-SE. 

David Dttclley Tel-hune, who is secretnr)- and treas- 

ut-er of the Linton Trust C~ompany, and me of the en- 

tet-prisittg business men of the cit\y, \vas born A\‘\ugust 39, 

1S79, in Eoone countp~ Indiana. the snn of Thomas J. 

and May (Ktieisell) Tet-hutie, the former a natii-e of. 

Greene coutlt~- and at the present time a pt-nticing 

attorney at Lebanon, Itldiana, the latter also L7i Indinua 

l>isth. 

Thomas J. Tet-hutle, .SO~I of Da\vitl ant1 Sat-all 

(Sealis) Tel-ltttne, was born ne3t- Linton? in the J-eat- 

IS-@, and for the .last tn-ell-e years has been one of the 

leading la\\-yet-s of Boone count>*. (For at1 account of 

the Tel-lame genealogy tile reader is respectfull\- -t-e- 

ferret1 to the l~iography of D. J. Tet-Itune, I\-hich appears 

else\\-here in this volume.) The family of T. J, Ter- 

Itune and his lvife, Xay (Ikeisell) Tel-hune, cmsists of 

tilt-ee cltilclt-en. of I\-hot11 Da\.id Dudle_\- l\-as the fit-5t hrn. 

the others being 1lYt-s. Catherine TVitt. of Thoixtow~, 

Itirliaiia, ant1 Thomas, who is still I\-it11 his lxtretit5. 

Da\+cl Dudlel- Terhutte u-as t-eat-et1 in his tmtive 
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to\\-n of Lebanon. received his early educational discipline 

iI1 the schools of the same, and after finishing the high 

~~11001 cotmeT became a student at T~~abasli College, 

x\.llere he prosecuted his studies tultil entering the l--ni- 

I-ersit): of Sew York some years later. In the latter in- 

stitution he made substantial progress in the more atl- 

\-xncecl branches of learning. and, t-etiriiig- therefrom 

\I-it11 a mind cliscipliiied by critical study. and nell hti- 

fiecl for the course of life lie hat1 in vie\\-, lie enlhrked 

on the business career to I\-liicli his energies 1121-e since 

been devoted. &\fter engagii;g iii s-ai-inus lines of en- 

terprise and filling positioti~ < of honor and trust, he be- 

came i(lenti!ietl I\-itI1 the T-inton Trust Company3 of 

xvhicli he 112s one of the incorporators, atid u-hich since 

its m-g-atiizatiim in 1905 lie has served in the t\\.o-fold 

calmcity of secretal-)- and treasurer, tlispla~-ins a high 

or-tler of lmsiiiess talent in his tlual ofice and gain.ing 

the unlx~ut~clerl confitlence of his associates alid of the 

pllblic. The Linton Trust Company, establidletl in the 

yeal- indicated aim-e, has freely realized the big-12 es- 

pectations of its founders and is tio~v one of the most 

successful ant1 pqxktr intitutims of the kind in the 

states. It is capitalized at tn-ent)--fi\re tlmusnncl tlollars. 

ant1 under the efticient manageunei~t ot‘ safe ant1 cm- 

ser\xtilve business men, it lins stentlilv gained the hi-or 

0 f tile puldic and bid 5 fait- to grow to still larger pi-o- 

portions as the years go l)!-. The oftlcinl hart1 3t the 

present time is conipose~l of tlie following \\-ell-l;nn\\3i 

and enterprising business men : \I-. =i. Craig. pre.sident : 

D. J. Terhune, l-ice president ; secretarv and treasurer. 

D. D. Terhune: xsjstant secretary. Q. J: 1Iitchell : T-. M. 



price, \i-. \-. l\loi’i-‘ettl J@e 11oss and E:. L. ‘\~7il~iiJ!d. 

n-it11 the officers, constitt~ting the directorate. 

In addition to his connection with the foregoing in- 

stittltion Mr. Terhune is identified \\.ith several otller 

business interests. being secretnr~~ and treasurer of tile 

Lintm ~Iilling Compauy, assistant secretaq- and treas- 

urer of the Linton \I7ater Coixpm~~, treasurer of the 

Hntm LIMIT and Savings Association and presiclcnt of 

the Public Libraqy Board, besides being assmiated {\-it11 

his uncle, D. J. Terhune, in de\Teloping mineral lands 

in \-al-iom parts of Indiana ant1 other states. the style 

of the firm being .Terhrtne & Terhme. Mr. Tel-111111e’s 

stead!. rise iti the business \\-orld and the number of iin- 

portant ant1 far-reaching- interests with I\-hich he is ccm- 

netted indicate far mot-e than ordinary powers of mind 

ancl juclg-inent: and, although 3 young nia~i in \-ears. his 

esperience has taken a vu-!- \I-ide range. and there are 

few n-110 hal-e adlie\-et1 as great results ii1 a much longer 

life. Socially- he occupies a prominent place in the mm- 

muniQ7 and in matters making for the good of his fel- 

ion- men fintl him an earnest advocate and liberal patron. 

His fraternal relations. are represented by the I\Iasonic 

lx-otl~erhootl and the Benevolent and Protective Order- of 

EIks, and while in college he became a member of the 

Phi Gamnm Delta Fraternity, with which he is still 

identified. 

The domestic life of MI-. Tcrhune dates from 1906. 

on September 4th of which year he Tvas united in the 

bonds of ~ecllock lvith Jeanne Petit. daughter of Fred- 

erick and Adele Petit, of Xew York City, ~110 has pre- 

sented him with one son, David Duclley Terhune Jr., 
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~V~OSC l$rth occurred Felxxar~ 4. 1907. x1*. and xl-s. 

~~er!~t~iie ha\-e a beautiful and commodious home in Lin- 

ton and are higill\- esteemed by the large circle of friends 

and ~cyuaintances \\.itli n-horn the)- associate. The\- sub 

xribe to the ~Eethoclkt crcecl arid take an active interest 

in the church at Linton, to which the>- belong-. In politics 

Xl-. Tcrhune pledge 5 rlll~giallce to 110 particula1- I’“‘ty, 

being intlepc~~dent in thought mcl action and cxtitlg his 

ballot for such candiclates as are qualified for ihe posi- 

tions to n-hich the)- aspire, and xl10 merit the support 

they seek. 

JOIIS EES J-UIX SMTTH. 

So matter how much natural talent one may ha:-e 

it ial;w close applicrttion and pcrsi5tetit eti~3rt to suc- 

ceecl along any given line. To lx an expert steam. g-as 

or electric engineer is to be both talentccl and inclustriom. 

conq1rently the _ SubjcCt of this sketch IlluSt rallli n-it11 

this class. for there is said to be no better stntiounr! 

engineer in Grcel;e county than he. 1Ir. Smith i5 a 

natix-e of this county, lmving been born in Taylor ton-n- 

ship, Februai-I- I I, ISG~. the son of James T. and 1r:- 

nen-n (Corbin) Smith. hth nrtt-ives of Xartin cm-at-\-. 

Indiana. The father was n farmer 211 his life, his cleat11 

occurring in 18gS. Tile subject’s mother Iii-es among- her 

children, principally m-it11 the subject. She is the mother 

of the folio\\-ing children : Settic, the n-ife of Frank 

Reynolds, ‘of Terre Haute ; -Annie and Emma, tlvins. the 

former nou- AIt-s. S u nin and the latter 111-s. Allen. both . 
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of 11’est El-o\\-lx-\-ille, \\‘ashingtun county-. Penns!-l- 

vani ; Clara, no\v Mrs. Keel>-, of Terre Haute : \I-illartl. 

a huckster at Elool1lfieItl : AIin::ie: tile \\-ife of Smiuel 

Eaker, a druggist, at Rlomdieltl. The first t\vo cllilclr.ell 

Iml-11 to Mr. ant1 >rl-s. Janies T. .Snlitll diet1 in infmcv. 

The subject was edmated in the public xI~oc11’; ot‘ 

p;?tGck, a daughter of Renr\. and Mar>- Fitzpatrick. c.11 

October 3, ISSj. (-4 histoi-!, of the Fitzpatrick faniil!~ 

in to be found under the caption iiOscar Fitzpatrickt” in 

this I\-01-k.) T\\-o cl~iltlren have been born to tile subject 

and \Yife: &I-I I?., a student in the Lintnn high scl~ool. 

and Mary, n student in the State UniverGty of Indiana, 

111 I\-liicli she is taking a generd college course. Miss 

Mary is a musician of more than local celebrity. 

Fratemally Mr. Smith is a member of the Knights 

of Pythias and the uniform rank of the mme order J also 

a member of the Itidepentlent Order of Odd Fellows and 

the Nodem 11’oodmen of America. He is a gbocl Demo- 

crat and the family belong-s to the Christian cl~urcl~. Mr. 

and Airs. Smith are highly respected by all \vho know 

them and their children are promising and popular. 

. 
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\\-ILLI,\RD HAROLD \\--IRSER. 

\\villiard Harold \\‘arner, the gentleman to a brief 

l-e\-ie\\- of whose life ant1 chrtt-acteristics the reader’s :lt- 

terltion is heren-ith directed. is anmng the t~epl-eseill2- 

ti\-e citizens of Linton ant1 he leas I>?- his enterprise ant1 

pr~o~ressi~e methock contributetl in a material way t0 the 

a~l~~ancement of this localit>-, and (luring the course of 

an honoral~le crtreer 11x3 been fail-l!- suicessful ill his n-ml; 

a5 a skilled mechanic ant1 is thus \\-ell tleser\-itig of men- 

tion in this \-olmie. 

\\-illiai-cl FT. \\eariier 1\-;tS hlell in Jnck~~xl cc2llllt~-. Ill- 

clirtna. Octiibel- 25. 1867, and li\-et1 there until he \v;Ls 

t\I-el\-c years of age. wlleii 1lC \\-eIlt to \Y(:~l-ii (Oil 2 fPllX1 

near Elizal~etlitov3~, being a I-out11 of uiiu~urtl gl-it ant1 

“~tickt~?iti\.ciiess” and tlii-o\\-ii on his (>\YII I’esi:~Lll~ces earl! 

in life, ant1 lie naturally cle\velq)ed tlixe qualities of forti- 

tude ant1 persisteiq* that malie for success xvlieii rightly 

applied. His nmtller, xvho \vas ko\\-11 in mni~lenhood ns 

T_Ti-sula Sicliolson, died \\-hen our subject u-as fifteen 

years old. 

Mr.- ‘\lTai-ner \vorketl at farming in Gartholotnew 

county until lie was t\venty-four !-ears old. He then 

accepted a position in Indianal3olis as a tin can maker, 

at \\-hich he made a success .fi-om the tirst, having i-e- 

mainecl iii one shop for a period of eight years. He came 

to Linton in Igo0 first finding emplo)-ment f\-it11 the Lin- 

ton Eottling 11’orks, and in Igo3 lie establishecl an ice 

cream factory in this city xhich has ever since been a 

profitable and substantial business, having been built up 

on honesty and industry, thereby gaining the prestige cle- 
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sired in the business n-orld. It is the only institution 12f 

its kind in Liutnn and receives a liberal p~tronag-e botll 

fmix the citizens there and surrouncling cotmtry. This 

enterprise caters escluskely to the m+olesale trade. fincl- 

ing 3211 outlet for its products iii all the ti:I\YIl3 tributnr~ 

to Linlon. 

JIr. l\‘arncr n-as happily nlarried in 1897 to -4nnn 

Strietelmeier, daughter of Frederick E. Strietelnxier, Sr. 

She xas born in Stidtotl towdlip and has lived there 

practically- nil her life, 
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1\Cr. Dixon is a citizen of-Greene county by birth. 

being born in Fair Play ton-nsl!ip, Smember 13. 1857. 

His father \vas Daniel Dixon. ;L natke of old Kentucky, 

am1 3 prcqemm farmer and lumber manufacturer. I-Ii5 

mother n-as Y&I-V 1. (J1-all;er) Diwxl, also a native of 

the Eiue Grass state. The elder- Dism cmle to Greme 

county- about the year IS+. 3 u-hen the county \vc?s sparse- 

1~. settled ant1 ~\-l~~liy rlI~!le\-cll-lpe(~l. He located on a 

farm in Fair Play ton.mhip. -. siC)Lltll t?t‘ \\~vrtliii1gtou. n-here 

he continued to reside mtil ltis death in 15472. The 

nmtl~er passed to tier i-eu-arc1 fifteen years later1 ller 

demise being at the old lloInestC3.d. This union l\‘zj pro- 

ductive of sixteen children. eleven Of n-110111 are ilLllll- 

beret1 among the clcnti. Tl-mx renmining-. besides the 

subject of our sketch. at-e: ;ln:la, wife of 1-T. D. Hunt. 

Linton; CharIey Dison. Lil:totl : Mattie L.. n-idon- of 

Georg-e Gecklel-; Eessie, \vife oi Hal-q- Hultt, Linton. 

Srttlinii spent his boyhoncl cm the pnreiital f;lrm. 

attending the Cl3lllillOll schools until a lncl of fifteen, when 

his iatllefj cleat11 for-cccl him to ahtlclon furtliei- cduca- 

tional adI-antages. His first 17, :‘ ll-illeS3 \yeilture \1-25 en- 

tering the mercantile busit;ess at Dugger. Indinna. in 

1832. This business lie successfull!- conducted there 

until rS92, \vlicn he came to Linton: continuing the mcr- 

cmtile hsitiejs until the J-ear 1904. In the meantime, 

lie had e5tablished’h suc~t -useful pain mcl feed business, 

\vllich llc still canducts. de\-Otiilg n portion of his time to 

this u-lien hi j other atld larger iiltel?StS permit. 

Mr. Dixon is a director of tile First Sational Eank 



ROBERT REID I<E>X, D. D. S. 

The doctor or dentist n-110 would succeed at his 

profession must possess many qualities not to be gained 



fl-oln test ant1 medical bmlis. III analyzing the career 

of the successful practitioner of the healing art it n-ill 

be iii\3rial.,lJ found to be true tlint n broacl-tnintleil 

s!-mpath!- \\-ith tIl=e sufieriilg aid xi honest! earnest cle- 

sit-e to aid llis atilictetl tello\v men haI-e gone hand in 

llmd \\.itll skill mtl allie jutlg-mellt. The g-entleman to 

\vll(-Jix tliis bri?i tribute is b G\.eu fcnTunatelv emhtlie5 

these ~iece~sr~i-~- ~itlCilifiCZLLiOllS in :1 lllFLl~l<~tl degree, ,?lld l>;- 

energ\- ant1 altplicr~tii3n f0 his profes5i~mal clutie.5 is builcl- 

ing up an en\*ial)le reputation atIt tlra\viilg tc-1 himscl~ a 

large and wmunerntive practice. 

Dr. Ti. K. I<eys. w11(2 is in acti\-e practice at I-in- 

ton, is one of tile lentling profe5sicm;tl men of Gi-eeilc . * 

Cl3~lllt)~. ha\-ing achieved a 11rilliant reputation I\-bile >.et 

a \~Ollllg mall. fi>r ha \\.nl; 1KOril ill T%j ill kt~htill COIlil- 

tj-, Kentuck!.. the son of \1*illiam and Elizabeth (Arc- 

Can-ley) I<e~~s, the former a nati\-e of Ohio ant1 the lat- 

ter of Pctinsylv-a~iin. \\~illiam Keys I\-ns 3n espert mn- 

cl?iiiist ~~1~0 nxx-ed to the Clue G-ass state \\-lien the 

subject of this sketch ~vas 1Jorn. alit1 in ISTo he ino\-ed 

\vith his farnil!- to Jef’ferson county, Indiana, settling on - 

a fal-m. I\-hicll lie successfully maiiitaii~ecl up to tlie time 

of his death in 1899. His faithful life companion fol- 

Io\vecl him in 1907. Sinew children x\-ere 13orn to the 

subject’s parents. sis of ~lioin are li\.ing in 190s. 

The subject of the sketch remained at the old hnme- 

stead, assisting with the necessary m3rk about the place 

and attending the cominoii schools until lie reached J-oung 

manlmotl. He first decided to make teaching his life 

I\-01-k. and taught scl~ool in an eminently satisfactory 

maimer for seven Tears in Jefferson county. gaining a 



reputation as n high-minded and painstaking pedagogue. 

Cut he had long entertaiued a desire to Ixcoine a cloc- 

tar of dentistr\~ _ ? and u-it11 this end i!l view he entereel 

the Louisville College of Dentistry- in 1891) from \vhicll 

he n-as graduated ill the front rnnli of a large bd~- of 

students \I-itli high honni-s in 1Sc)c;. taking tl;c degree of 

Doctor of Deritistry, after which he inxmdiatel~- begnn 

‘the practice of his profession, iocntiiig in J\-;lltonJ T<en- 

tuck;--, where tie secured 3 he stat-t 2nd remained until 

Igog! when inducements in the tllriying tit!- of Linton, 

Ttirlinnn, lured him to this place. where he 1x5 since mntle 

his home and gainer1 3 large ~~t~Oil~?gC lmtll f‘t-nix t!ic ciQ- 

,-illc:l SlllTc~Uildillg COtltltr\-. 

The dijCtOle w;ts united in marriage iti I&J,- to 

1Inrgaret Lindernml. thug-hter stir \\-illiam T,inclemmtl, 

;1 well-lmnn-I-1 2nd sulxtantirtl citizen of Linton. 3Ylieir 

unimi has been blessed Jvitii t\vo cliil~dren ( Sfarian 

Estller am1 Helen Gertrutle. 

Dia. Ice>-s is regarded ns stanclinji at tile Iwet-!- smi- 

mii of his professim and iii? iiffice 1711 I\raill <t!-eC: is 

cqtrippecl \vitli es-em tiecesqar\- accessor\- for the success- * 
ful pmcticc of modern dentistry. ‘\T-llilc he iIc_)es Ilot 

find time to t2I;e nti 3ctii.e pat-t in lOC,71 pI!itics :lie clot- 

toi- is nevertheless greatly intet-e.stecl in cl-et-y movement 

that pertnitis to the welfare i-)f the city 0E Linton. Somc- 

thing of his high character nntl standing \vith the re- 

ligious element of that place is realized u-hen we leain 

that he llolcls the responsible pxition of trustee of the 

Presbyterian church and is a zealous xorker iti churcll 

circles. 

Fraternally Dr. Keys is rtf?ilintecl u-it11 the Shsnns 
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and the Sfodcrn ~‘\‘ooclmen and he is regarded 3s 3 

lenmed aild studious gentlemanl having- a large private 

librat-yl consisting of the best books on the market, those 

best suited to aid him in his professional duties as well 

as those gathered from the best sources in the book world 

for the g-ratification of his esthetic tast&. 

-- 

SIrtn~* J-ears have elapsed since Samuel -4. Maswell 1 

came to Greene county. This district \cas then wild, 

nluch of its land unclaimed and its resnurces utidevelopetl. 

True rnmy courageous frontiersmen had some Tao 

decades before dared to locate \vithin its bwders, but 

the n-o& of progress and improvement remained ioi- 

the future. In the ).eai-s that have passed since the 

parents of the subject brought him to this coullt;- a great 

transfommtion has been wrought, and in this he has 

heltl a conspicuous place, bearing his full share of the 

work in developing- the county until he is now me of the 

enterprising farmers of this locality. Mr. Xnsn-ell is a 

natke of the Tar Heel state (Sort11 Carolina) where 

he u-as born January 5, TSqo, the son of James and 

Sancy Jane (Delay) Slasn-ell, both natives of that state, 

n-here the\- were married, coming to Indiana in rS-& 

settling in Greene count)-. IvIlere the mother died Xny 

12. 18gS. In 1S65 the father moved to Xissouri, where 

he lived until his death in 1S79, liar-ing survived his 

\vife? since 18;s. They were members of the Baptist 
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in the ton-tAip. Mrs. Masn-ell’s father entered fort! 

acres of this t‘at-tn ~ronl the govei-tment. She retneix- 

bet-s \-et-)- \-ivitlly the evolves. lxmthet-s and other \I-ilcl 

anin~als thnt infested it at that time, as site li\.eil on tlie 

prairie and participatecl in the \vork of gt-oil-itig Uar. 

spinning the same into thread and n-en\-itig into clt.)ttl. 

She u-e11 remembers her first calico clt-ess, a3 all bet 

clothing m7ts made at home until she was ten years old. 

111-. nttcl 1\[i-s. JInsu-ell at-e members of tlie Metlln- 

(list Episcopal cliurch, Stafiorcl Chapel, the former Itnv- 

itig- set-\-et1 as class lcacler ant1 superititett~letlt of the 

Sunday sCltt701. He is a Democrat. bitt takes no active 

pat-t in politicrtl affairs as a rule, nltl~ougli he n-as asseswi- 

of Staffortl ton-nship for five years. Ftxtet-ttall~- out 

sthject is a tneixhei- oi the Ititlepet~clct~t Order of Odd 

Fello\\-s, at Pleasatit\.ille. Indiana. of \\-liich lie ltns been 

a iiieiiilm since 187-t. ttax-ing- rept-esentecl this lotlg-e at 

the g-t-aiitl lodge. 

1Tr-. 2nd 11~s. 1Laswell Ilax-e justly earned the high 

esteem of their iieigl~lmrs and friends, 1)~ \4rtue of their 

up-iglittiess and kindness clispla~ecl to e\*et-j- one alilie, 

A~tnong the prominent citizens of Greene count) 

n-ho at-e n-e11 known because of the pat-t the!. ha\-e taken 

iii lx-i\-ate. public and business life is t!ie gentlematt I\-hose 

name appears at the head of this sketch and \\-110 is tlie 

sot1 nt‘ T,nt-enzo Don- ant1 Xttiltla ( G~mtlttmt’) Ere\\-et-. 



hai-ing been bon1 Jstluar~- 19. 1860. The Et-e\\-er family 

came ircml T-irginia, the subject’s t‘ather ha\-ilig been 

thirteen !-eats old, having been born in 1l16. \\-hen llis 

father settled in StaffOrtl tnwi-nship. \\-here Loi-en20 

Brenrei- spent his life. He u-as a justice of the peace for 

sisteen years and x-as a minister of the Baptist church, 

having been ordained at Eethel, but he dexvtetl most of 

llis life to farming. However, lie did a great deal of 

preaching. He became a s-cry properous man, owning 

t\\eo hundred and forty acres of land. and he also had 

one thousand and fix-e hundred cl3llars at the time of his 

death, I\-hich occurred in IS9 I> when he hncl reached the 

age of seventy-five Tears. His 1sife \\-a~ bc?rn in ISIS. 

Seven children n-ere born to this union, fix-e of whom 

are living. Joseph I. Brewer? the subject of this sketch, 

worked on his father’s farm during the summer months 

and attended the counti->- schools in the winter time, dur- 

ing liis boyllood~ taking a delight in ministering to the 

wtiits of his aged parents. In 1881 he was united iii mar- 

riage with Jennie E. Trinkle, n-hose parents, ~Villiam I?. 

and Jemima (Good) Trinkle, were old settlers of Greene 

COLlll ty. Like her husband, she received a good con- 

moii school education. The follon-ing children of the, 

subject and wife are all living- in 1908 : Rosa XT age 

tn-en@-fi\-e ; Epma E.: u-110 is twenty-three, is a graduate 

of the high schonl in Knox county and is a student in the 

State Normal in 190s; Gilbert 11’.. \vho is t\\:enty-one 

years old, is a graduate of the common schools ; Nellie 

AI.> n-ho is nineteen years old, is a graduate of the com- 

mon scl~ools; Hallie _T. is thirteen years old ancl Cora 

E. is nine years of age. 
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Xr. El-ewer has always maintained a reputation for 

square dealing and upright business principles. and 3s a 

result lie has the uncpalifiecl respect of all those living 

in his ccmmmnit~7. 

EERLIX ST_-iFFORD. 

Berlin Stafford, the subject of this review. is a 

gentIeman of high standing. to whom has not been denied 

;t fair measure of success. He is distinctively one of the 

representatke citizens of Stafford township, Greene coun- 

t!-. Indiana, and has long been recognizecl as a factor of 

importance in connection with the agricultural interests 

of the count:--, having been closely connected with the 

69 
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nmterial growth nncl prosperity throughout his long life. 

for he was born here December 15, 1835, tile soi1 of Ben- 

jamin and Xartha (Ball) Statiord, the former having 

been nine Jvent-s old when he was brought to this count! 

from I<entucky lzty Eenjatuin Staf%orcl, grandfather of the 

subject, in ISIS,, and after \\*hom Stafiorcl ton-nship was 

named. Isaiah Ball, the subject ‘5 maternal grandfather! 

sen-ed his country as 3 private in the \\-a~- of 1Sr2 and 

died in the r2rm~~: in \vhicli lie enlisted from one of the 

southern states. 

Desiring to foster the traditims of his ancestors, 

I\-ho were renobmed fi31e their patriotic impulses, and not 

being able to overconle the patriotic ardor that he natural- 

lo- felt when the cladi clouds of rebellion threatened the 

Vni’on, our subject enlisted in Company C, Tivet-tty-first 

Regiment V~olttnteer Infantry, in July, 1S61, serving with 

honor in this compati~ for fifteen months and nine days. 

Xfter lie \vas mustered out he came home iii 156qq but 

was drafted in the Xinth Indiana 1’olunteer Regiment, 

iii u-hicli lie serx:ecl until the close of the war. He nou 

receives a pension of fifteen dollars per month. 

Mr. Staf?orrl was united in marriage in IS66 to 

Sal-ah F. P,reu.er. daughter of A4ilat-on Brexer. an old 

settler in Green cotinty, 1vho came here from ‘17irginia. 

Four children have beet1 l>orn to the subject and wife 

as iollo\vs : Xartha A., wife of Charles Breweq has 

three childwn, Orplia, Iim and ?\fnucl; Robert Lee, ;\ car- 

penter 13~ trade, ~1~0 iives in Stafforcl township ; Eniniett 

is a farmer li\Gig in Illinois ; Lillie J. is the- lviie of Joe 

Harris, u-110 lives in Illinois. 

The subject’s wife was call& to ller eternal l-en-au1 

on Xay 3, 1904, after 3 serene and clex-oteil li’e. 

- 
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Mr. Stafford has a farm of sixty acres I\-hich has 

been so carefully and skillfully managed that its soil is 

just as rich as it ever \vas, producing all kinds of grains 

and grasses. The subject has also show-n that he under- 

stands the successful handling of stoclq and now, in 

the golden evening of his life, he is enjoying tlie fruits 

of his early toil, spending his days in peace, comfort and 

plent>-, being the recipient of the kindly regard of the 

great accluaiutance u-hi& he can claim, being honored 

for his honest and upright life. which he has been con- 

tented to spend on his native hills. 

JOHNSOX HILL. 

Jolmson Hill is 1,~ profession a teacher, but has 

devoted his later life to agricultural pt1rsuits. having 

early become familiar \\-itI1 the details of farm Iabort and 

in the public scl~ools, which he attended ;IS dpportunities 

aflorcletl during his miiioriti\-. later attending the Indiana 

State Cnit-emit!. for two years, he has received an educa- 

tion which has not only enabIec1 him to transact sticcess- 

fully the duties of an active and pi-ogt-essive life, but 

also to gain popularity as an instructor to tlie young-er 

generations. having taught seven years, part of the time 

in Ft-eelnnds~ille. so that his life has been a t\v(ofnlcl sue- 

cess. ~olmson Hill first saw the light of day on MaI-cl1 3. 

18_c,s, in Stafford to\\-tiship. Greene county, where lie has 

al\\-a!3 preferred to reside. He is the son of John and 

-Jane (johnson) Hill, the former having been born in . 



Alai-~-land in I yS8. He moved near Glx~mfi~ld in I$kz. 

settling in the ~~-00~1s in Richland touvship, and he built 

the first jnil in Greene ccxmt!-. He served as tlmensurei- of 

Greene county in the earl\- forties a11d \sas tv\\xs!lip 

tt-urtee. He ~3s a ~~%ig 2nd lntei- r7. Rept~lllican alIt c7. 

Eaptist. He mo\-ed to Staffortl tom~d~ip in rS3z. I\-llere 

he farmecl, becoming COllliYi~~~t~bl~ situ:tte(l. and lived until 

ISTO. tlving at the age of eiglltx--tn-(2. He hail been 

three times mar1-id. The nlnt~~er of the subject came 

to Indiana in 1811 and settled near Carlisle, Sulli\-an 

county. nhet-e she rnari-ied the subject’s father. She is 

non- deceased. Seven children were lm-t1 to tllis union, 

four of whom are living, nanlely : Peter, _~braham L.. 

of California; John \I’.. and Jc~hnson, our sdject. 111.. 

H-11’ 1 5 great-gratldfather. Johmon. u-x a captain in the 

Revolutictnary Amq- and the grmclfather, Peter Tohnson, 

fought in the l\-ar of rSra. The Johnscms I\-et-e from 

j-it-ginia and the Hills Ivet-e of Scotch-Irish descent. 

In 1876 our subject married 1\Iargaret A. Ancler- 

son, who w-a3 called to her reward four years later. Two 

children were born of this union, one surviving infancy. 

Hallie, who is now the wife of Charles -A. Richardson, 

lking in Iutliaiiapolis. She attetided high ~~1~031 and 

business college. 

III-. Hill’s second marriage \\-a~ \I-ith Emma Loutler- 

milk. a native of Sullkan county, Indiana. Three chil- 

dren, t\\-o girls an&one boy, have been bortl to this union : 

Jetlnie E., the wife of Oscar L. Lind. living- in StaRord 

township. Tl ie other children are Mabel. I\-ho n-as nine- 

teen years old in 1908, and John C.! 1~110 is sixteen. -All 

are graduates of the Sailclborn high school. * 
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XI-. Hill lives on the old homestexlt n-hich consists 

of one htmdt-ed and twenty acres. of rich and I\-ell im- 

proved land, w-hich! from year to Year yields bomteous _ 
hai-\~ests 3s the result of the owier’s skill in manag-ing- the 

crops and keeping the soil from becoming thin; He also 

demtes considerable time to stock raising- and e\-itIces es- 

cellent judgment in this line. He is a member c,f tile 

Enptist cl~u~-cl~ at Bctliel, a deacon and trustee of The 

same and has ser\-ccl faithfully as Suriclay SClliI~~i super- 

intendent. Politically our subject is a stanch Republican 

and takes a great interest in local politics and public af- 

fairs. nl!Ya\-s read\- to letlit a hand in nnY.zlirmting the 

conditions of liis count\-. I-Ie is ;\ notary- public. IlFli-illg 

senwl in his capacit!- since Thomas A. Hendricks \\~ns 

g3~eriior. Mr. and 1Tt-s. Hill are spoken of x\-it11 the 

giY%teSt respect anti atlnliration 1)x- all their l~cighhr5. 

It is no mew a~s~unptioi~ that energ- ntlti cmsecu- 

h-e apl~licatii:n n-ill eventuate in success in nearI\- e\-er! 

instance, arid pi-00f is aft’ot-ded in the ca5e of \1-illinm 

Gooil~ ~1~2 is oile of the prosperous farmers of Stafi’(-ird 

ton-nsliip. Greene county, Indiana, xliere his xell im- 

pmvecl farm i-eceiyetl liis careful attention t-i-xx year to 

year. llr. Good is the son of Jacob and I\Iar!- J. (Ram- 

sey) Good. xvas born i:l tile tmv-nship x\-here llc no\\- 

resides and \vhere he has al\\-a~3 preferred to Iii-e. 

January 2,;. ~36,. The father of our subject, Jacob 



GOOC!~ n-as born in lcirginia ahut I&-+. and \\-a~ brcjLlght 

by his parent s to Indiana I\-hen he 112s nine >ears old. 

settling in Stafford tou-nship. Greene cnuutv. Ivher-e he 

spent his life. George Good, the grandfather of the 

subject. entered land in this townshil~ and also spent his 

life here. 

To Jacob Gmd and \\-i ie tile folit-I\\-ing children I\-ere 

lm-11 : \I-illiam H., the subject ot this sketch; 1Inggie 

s., ._ - \\-lte 01 Dnn Page, ~110 lives in Linton, this count\- . _ y 
Clara E.. the T\-ife of Oliver \\~iilinms~ ~~1~0 lives in Staf- 

foul ton-nsllip : Charles I?.. ~-ho lives in Stafford to\vn- 

hip. 

117illian~ H. liI*ecl on his father’s farm, attending 

scl~aol during his boyhood clays7 recking ;i fairly good 

education. On Narch 27, 7 SQ. he m-as united in llxlr- 

riage to Laura A. Crew\-er, clnu5Jlter of Ix\\-is and Sntlc\r 

J. (Dauth i t) Grewer. The fatlier of 111~. Good came 

to this cmlnt~F in 1829 u-lien Sis ?-cars old ancl lead a 

successful life, d-\-kg Jannary 16. I&p. The \\-ife of 

the subject u-as born May 2 J , 1S64. She applied llersel f 

well to her text-books and received a gootl con1n~011 school 

education. Five children have been horn to this union. 

four surviving infancy. They at-e, Flora, Cora. Lewis, 

and Xay. Lem-is is a ~racltlate of the conmon schools. 

He hns taq-ht several schools in a most satisfactory 

manner. He has attended the Marion Xormal School. 

The subject and n-ife are both members of the 

rnitecl Brethren churcli~ the liberal n-iilg of the branch. 

The subject is an active worker in the Democratic part) 

and was at one time the candidate for township assessor. 

Althou,oh the subject’s farm is not vev large. it 



GREESE COUSTY, 1SDI;IS.X. 109.5 

is \-cry proclucti~e alld n-e11 improved and is a splentlicl 

place to live? being well kept and attractively locatecl. 

The subject is a splendid judge of stock and likes good 

horses. Both he and his wife are regarded as atmng- 

the best people in their community, being honest and 

hard I\-orliers. 
- -- 

\\-IT-LIMI I-IEITXAS. JR 

117illiai~~ Heitman, Jr., another repesentatis-e farmer 

and industrious citizen of Stockton I-mmship, ~~110 is a 

scion of the liartlJ- sons of the Get-man Empire. is the 

genial gentleman whose life history n-e herewith append 

in brief, to show that his life has been one emiiieutli\- 

~vorthy of representation in this volume Along with those 

of representative and highest citizenship of Greene COLIII- 

tv. MI-. Heitman uxs born October 4, ISG~, the son of 

Henry Heitman, a pioneer and highly respected citizen 

of this coul2ty, Jvh0 n-as dS0 a native of StOClitOll t0Ivll- 

ship, having been born there when this country was 

scarcely more than a u-ildemess, and xl10 ranks with 

those worthy characters who subdued the wilderness and 

the sayage and blazed the way for succeeding genera- 

tions to bless the earth. The mother of our subject was. 

prior to her marriage, Anna Raytnaker, whose birth 

occurred on German soil, not having become a resident 

of the land of Stars and Stripes until she jvas nine years 

old. The other children born to Henry ancl Anna Heit- 

man were. Henry, Sena? wife of \\-illiatn Bovenschen, a 

farmer, king in Stockton to\\-nship : Mary, wife of 

Isaac Bunch, living at Linton. 



JAMES E. T-ALEOTT 

The medicrtl profession ha s an able alid II-ortli!- rep- 

resentntil-e in I,intnn in the l~ersm of the subject, Dr. 
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tives in Eluomfield, and spent his early life in that city, 

entering at the proper age the pd3lic schitols of the same. 

in m-hich he laid the founclntion of the solid mental train- 

ing he subsequently reccivetl. +ictuatecl 13~~ ;L lauclnl~le 

ambition to increase his scholastic kno\vledge so as to fit 

i:imself for eficiency in the prot‘essim he decided to mnl;e 

his life n-01-k. he afterward became ;L student of ?Iano\-el- 

College. attending for one yer\r that institution. He 

&en took np the study of medicine nt Cloomfiel~! untler 

the tutorship of Dr. J. T\‘. Gray. trutlel- -\\.llose able ill- 

struction lie prosecuted his researches for a period i?f 

t!uee J-ears, makitig substantial progress the mean\~*liilc. 

In ISTo he entered the Ohio Xedical Calleg-e 2: Cin- 

cinnati. ant1 , nfter rtttentliiiCg one course of lectures. re- 

tnmecl to Geelie ccminty and beg-an the practice of inetli- 

tine at Xxrco, where lie remninetl until tlie fall of is,-+ 

x-lien, feeling the need of a more tlimougii pmt’cl;sionnl 

prcparati~x~, he resumed his studies in the above insti- 

tution and pursued the same until finishing- the prescribed 

course. graduating with the degree of Doctor of Medicine 

the foIlon-ing year. 

returning to lIarCCJ, Dr. Talbott entered with re- 

newed zeal into the practice, ad in due time built quite 

at1 extensive and lucrati\~e professional lmsitiessJ earning 

an honorable reputation as a capable p!lysician. attaining 

worthy- prestige am-q tfjc disciples of the liertling- art in 

Greene couut~, besides gaining a ~~arrn place in the Af- 

fectiotls of the large number of patients n.llose sufferings . 

he alleriatecl and u-hose ills and ailments he healed. \\‘ith 

tile view of enlarging his sphere of acti\-it>- in ;L n-icier 

and more favorable field. the doctor in 1S94 moved tn 

= =t 
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Linton. m-here lie has since retnainecl~ his pt-ofessiotml 

business since that time full!- meeting- his expectations 

ant1 givitlg- him acltlitiotial t-epute nimng- the rept-esenta- 

tis-es iii his prCJ~esSiol1 in this part of the state. He has 

labiIt~et1 zealously and efiectively ant1 not ,:x11\- gaitled 

precedettce as me of the ler-icling prnfessiotial tneti of the 

tit\. i:l ~~-iliCll he practices. but in the tlcminiti of citizen- 

ship his stantling i5 secotid to that of none of his fello\.\-- 

men, occup~iiig 3s lie does. a cmspicuous place iii t!le 

public gaze. nnci cliscliarging- e\ret-I- club- that de\-ol\-es 

~ip-711 him \\.ith cotntnetitlalAe fidelity. I-Ic is n Detno- 

cl-at iti p:.:litics; ser\.ed on the lccal board of pension es- 

atnit?er-s during tlte sectmcl atlnlinistratic?tt of l-‘resic!et:t 

Cle\-eland, mil as a tneml~et- of the city- cnuticil has heen 

instrutnetital in hi-itigitig about much importatlt tnunici- 

pal leg-islnticm. hesides iii \-nt-ims \\-a~3 taking at1 active 

interest in furthering the tit>-‘s clevelcqmm~t. 

Dr. Talbott is a 1\Iasoti of high standittg ant1 inllu- 

etice and is also a leading tnetnbet- of the Pythiatt lodge 

of Linton. In religious faith lie IioItIs to the Methodist 

ct-eecl, and, \\.ith his I\-ife, is identified with the chttrch in 

Lititrm and ati active participant in the woi-ii of the coti- 

gregntioti. 

Dr. Talbott I\-as married on the r2th of A4ugttst. 

ISycj. to Anti E, Adatnson of Xarco, Iticliatia, daughter 

of Geot-g-e and Mary (Hunter) A~datnsot~, and is the 

father of five living childi-en, tiainel~- : ~J7illiatn P,.? mat-- 

ried and residing in Linton ; Edwin RJ also a mat-rid 

man atlcl by trade a plutnbet-; George ;“I., who has ;1 

family7 is an engineer employed by the Linton 11’ater 

’ 11-ot-ks Company ; John E. is a ti~eclical student at the Iti- 
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acres. n-hid1 xas co\-erecl.\\-ith timber when he pelt-cliaseil 

it. He drained and cleared it and no\v has a well im- 

lxxecl farm. 

Mr. llViilgler married Celia Ann Sewsom in 1357. 

She .\v-as horn in Jefferson to\vnship! Greene county, ant1 

1125 the d~LlglltX?i~ of Jacob ant1 Delitha (3Iiller) Sex- 

som, both natives of Sort11 Carolina. They came to 

Greene count\- u-hen small 2nd married there. The! 

farmed there and spent the rest of their lives on the 

pIa& where they first settled! ahays being regarded as 

good Christians. The Sewom family consisted of 

twelve children, namely : Joseph, who lives in Sebraska ; 

Caroline, deceased; Celia. wife of the subject: James. 

Sarah and Thomas, all deceased J Jane, living in Xe- 

brash; Isaac, deceased ; John, living in Missouri ; Afar>-, 

deceased ; the two youngest dying unnamed. 

i 



1102 

Joseph II‘ingler and wife had eight children. The!- 

were : James, who died in childhood ; Joseph and John, 

\\-ho also died early in life; 2&t-~- first nxm-ied James 

Fuel and they had three children, Emest, Joseph. Lola. 

X11 these granclcl~ilclren make their home I\-ith the sub- 

ject of this sketch. Slat-y married the second time. her 

last husbanct being Simmie Sfarlon~. She makes her 

home n-it11 her father, Mr. I\-ingler. Saticy 11-;15 the 

fifth child of the subject. She died iu cliildl~oocl. Lessic 

ancl Nhude al-e also deceased. The latter was the \\-ife 

of Jonatltan Wiuman. She left one child, Lonn. x\-ho 

lives with her gr3nclpnrents. * Jacob Eli, the T-oung-est of < 
the subject’s childi-en, is deceased. 

The subject is a11 indel~enclent Toter. He and his 

I\-ife are members of tile Cl1urc11 of Christ. The fat-tner 

is a deacon in the church at Jlt. Zion. III*. \I’ingler is 

eugqetl in getleral famhg and he raises a g-oocl line of 

stock, all that the farm will supper-t. 

The family of \\~hich Marion -4. Thomas is a rep- 

resetitative came to Indiana from PennsyI\-ania and 

settled originally in Daviess county, u-here the subject’s 

grai~cl~ather engag-ed iii carpentry and the construction of 

mills. This ancestor, who n-as of ‘\I-&Ii tlesceut, \\-a~ 

born in Peniisyl~-ania in the year ISo, nligratecl west- 

xircl in IS35, and aftei- a residence of sonle Teal-5 iIi - 
Daviess couuty~ changed his nbocle to the county of 
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Greene, xhere his death occurrecl 011 Ja~luar~- I! 1879. 

In his native state he did a thriving business as a ship 

carpenter and millwrights and after becoming a i-esicletlt 

of Indiana, followed the latter trade in connection I\-ith 

building arid also de\*oted some attentim to agriculture. 

He also constructed Aat boats ill an early da\- to car1-J 

produce to Sex Orleans alld intermediate points 011 the 

~Iississippi river and earned \vide repute as a skillful 

mechanic. Hs lvife, I\-ho v-as Elizabet!l Lillic. u-as 1~~7~~ 

December I 9, IS1 1: near where her parents xere very 

early settlers. They7 u-ith other pioneers! were frequently 

obliged to take refuge in a block house tn escape massacre 

by the hclians, 31x1 experienced all the l+cissitu(les com- 

in011 to the perilous times in I\-liicli they lived. Of the 

fij-e cliildreil of this estimable couple, John Thomas. 

I\-hose birth occurred on the 24th of ~larcli, IQ_;. \\-as 

the fortrtll in number. 117~en a >*oung- IWUI, John Thrnas 

taught school for some years and later engagetl in ngi-i- 

cultural pursuits near Se\\-berry, Greene cnunty, wliere 

he married and reared a family. The maiden iiame of 

his m?fe u-as Martha J. Benham. She uxs born llay 3, 

IS~Z.. the chug-liter of Israel and Amal?da Eenham, earl) 

settlers of Greene county, and departed this life, Septctn- 

her 20? 1892. 

1\Iarion ;I. Tlvxnas, son of John and Martha 

Tl~on~as,, is a native of Greene county, born cm the family 

homestead near Sewberry July 17, 1873. He was reared 

to farin labor. aticl after completing the conuno~~ school 

course entered the Xorthem Indiana Sormal Cniversit!- 

at I-alpai-aiso, from the commercial clepartinent of vhich 

lie TYas graduated in due time with a .credital)le record. 



Mr. Tliomns engaged in mercllandising at Se\vberq- anal 

cwtinued that line of trade until IcjoG. \YIie!l he disposed 

of his stock the better to make the race ior cwnty t-e- 

corder. ftur I\-hich office he n-as nominated that year lq 

the Democratic party. 

Since the above date, Ill-. Thomas has devoted his 

atteiltiou to the insurance rmtl real estnre lxlsiness at 

Jasonr-ille, in connection with \vhich he also transacts 

the duties of ton-n treasurer? moving to the latter place 

in 1901. He has been a leader of the local Democraq 

for some years. He has filled all the offices in the 

i?j-tliian lodge, to u.hich lie belongs. and as a zealous and 

consistent Methodist is active in the various lines of 

churcli u-01-l; and an influential member of the congre- 

gation u-orsliiping at Jasonville, 

Mr. Thomast on ,ipril x, 1899, \\~as united in tllc 

l~oncls of u-ecllock to Pearl Brown (see sketch of Captain 

Ero\u-n)~ 1~110 has presented him \vith t\vo children, 

Charles 11. and Pearl, the former lx~n Xay 19, 1902, 

the latter on the 12th of Xap! 1906. Xrs. Thomas is 

a member of the Christian cliurch. 

-1LFRED AI. BEASLEY. 

-Alfred 11. Eeasley, attorney at law ar-td one of the 

leading members of the Greene county bar, is a native 

of Martin county, Incliana~ and a descendant of Scotch- 

Irish ancestors? ~110 came to this country from England 

in colonial times .atid settled in Vrig-ink On the ma- 
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ternal side he is of+ English extraction, antecedettts of 

his mother’s family having been among the eat-l!- piotieers 

of SCilTll Carolina. -ix-on Beasley, subject’s f3therp iv;15 

bul-11 I\lalTll 1. IS; I, in L~T~~iYilCe COtHlt!-,’ lndirtrta, ntlcl 

married in the J-eat- 1832, Rebecca Batxes, \vltose birth 

occurred on the 15th drty of May. IS32. iii the couttt! 

of 1lartin. Ha\-ing de\-oted the greater pat-t c;f his life 

to :tg-ricultural pursuits ant1 meetilig with success in his 

chosen calling. A-1at-ot~ Eeasley is noi\- Ii\-ing- in retire- 

ment at Linton, though still o\\-ning the 1iomel;teatl in 

Mar-tin count)- 011 which lie so long resided. He \\-ns a 

loyal L-nintl man during the rebellion, an at-dent supprt- 

et- of President Lit1coln, and set-red during- the entire 

pet-ind of the u-at- as recruiting dicer of l\Iartin county, 

.PliysicaIl>- itlcapncitated for military duty, lie reutlereil 

valuable set-vice to the state and nation by inducing 

others to ettter the army, having setit many men to the 

front during his incumbency as recruiting ot?icer. 111-s. 

Eeasley died in rSS9, the mother of ten children, AIft-ccl 

11. being- the youngest of the number. \\-innie, Kancy 

J. atic Xahala E. died in infancy. James died at the 

age of thirty-five. John L. is a large fat-met- anil stock 

raiser of Mat-tin county and trustee of the township in 

I\-hich he lives. Rebecca is the wife of Le\\-is T<ail. of 

Inclian Springs. ant1 -Aaron Grant, lives in Linton. \T-il- 

liam T. is a farmer of Daviess county-, this state, and 

George, of Linton, is one of the well-kno\vn and pt-os- 

perous business men of Greene county. 

Alfred 11. Beasley was born at Burns City. 31artin 

count!-, on the 18th da>7 of :Xpril, IS?;. After finish- 

ing the common school branches he entered the State 

70 
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Sormal School at Terre Haute. with the object in Tie\\- 

of fitting himself for teaching. which profession he fol- 

lowed with marked success for a period of seven years. 

Kot caring to devote his life to educational work, he dis- 

continued it at the espiration of the time indicated, but 

meanwhile, actuated by a laudable ambition to increase 

his scholastic knowledge, he spent three years in the 

State University, and by this splendid mental cliscipline, 

laid broad and deep the foundation for his future careel 

in one of the most responsible and exacting of the 

learned professi,ons, Ha\+ decided to make la\\- his 

life u*ork, he began the study of the same at Bioomfieltl 

in the office of Cavins and Henderson, and later entered 

the law clepartment of the State Fniversity, in order that 

he might prepare himself for the practice of law, Tvhere 

he prosecuted his studies and researches until his admis- 

sion to the Greene county bar in 1904. since n-hich time 

he has practiced at Linton? lvhere he has a large and 

lucratix-e legal business. 

Mr. Eeasley entered the law u-it11 a mind lye11 forti- 

fied by mental and professional training, and from the 

beginning his practice has gro\\-n steadily in volume and 

importance until he now occupies a commanding place 

among the younger members. of a bat- long noted for 

tile high order of its legal talent. He is well versed in 

the principles of jurisprudence, familiar \vitli the methods 

of practice, and, by reason of his familiarit>- with the 

law-, has become a safe and reliable counseloy, I\-hose ad- 

vice and opinions are selclomT if ever, at fault, and whose 

painstaking industry and success in prhsecuting or de- 

fending causes have gained him an honorable reputation 
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and quite an estensive clientele. --it one period he 

lveildecl an influence in the field of journalistn, having for 

three years edited the Linton Record, during \vhicli time 

the paper became vet-y popular and earned for him 

creditable repute as a clear, logical writer of vigorous 

English, to say nothing of his facile pen ancl elegant dic- 

tion in treating of the more sentimental subjects. 

In politics Mr. Eeasley is strongly Republican. In 

1900 he was nominated for the legislature. but Ivent 

clown in defeat with the rest of the ticket, the county- 

being at that time Democratic by a very large majorit!.. 

In sect-et fraternal and benevolent circles he has long been 

quite proniinent, especially in Odd Fellowship, being a 

leadek iti the local lodge to \\-liich lie helongs, besides 

holding the high oftice of gt-and herald of the Grand 

Lodge of Indiana. He has also been pt-eminent in ihe 

eticampmetit, Rebecca lodge and Court of Hotior, lxt\y- 

ing filled the principal chairs iii each and cotitrilxtted 

largely to their g-t-o\\-th and success. He holds metnl,et-- 

ship it1 the Impt-oved Order of Red Men, the Eenevolent 

and Protective Order of Elks and the Fraternal Order c;f 

Eagles. in all of which he has been ltonot-et1 I\-it11 high 

official stations. 

MI-. Eeasle)- is a married man and the father of 

tn-o living children, n-ho answer to the names of Kern G. 

and l&t), AI. 311-s. Eeasley l\.as formerly Miss A4ntla 

Gertrude 3lorgan. daugtitet- of Tliomas and 1Ieli.ssa 

Mot-g-an, of Stockton ‘townshipl the cet-etnony by which 

her name n-as changed to the one she nou- bears ha\-itig 

been soleninized oti August jrst of the J-eat- 1901. and 

ttseless to add that the subsequent life of this couple has 

been happy and l-tat-tuot~imts. 
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J awes Xatlison HF-I”tqhi-e\-5. funernl director ant1 

cle2iei* irl furnittlre, is a nnti\-e cli Greene COLltlt)-. born Oil 

Lot 3, of the nrigiual plat c2f Linto:l. SIarch 6. 1S59. 

His father, ~Iadism Humpl~reys, also lmrn in Greene 

count~w. I~elongecl to me 0i the earliest pioneer fnmilies 

of this part of the state and the mme 1~3s been intimateI\- 

associated n-it11 the county fmix the lxginnitq of its his- 

ton-. d ?;ladisol~ Humphrey-s was a farmer by occupatim. 

an honest, hard-\vnrking man, rend most esemplarv iieigh- 

bar ant1 citizen. Ey inclustq- alit1 thrift he accumt~latetl ;I 

lm~dsnme cnmlxtei~ce, iticludin, 0’ \-rtluable land, some of 

1vhich is still in possession of his frtiiiily, Iii his -\-omg 

imid~ootl lie iiiarriecl Elizabeth Lund. \vho was lmrn in 

I$-land. but cm32 to this couiitr\- \vith her pnrents in 

cl~iltllioocl ant1 spent the remainder of her li Fe in Greene 

cotmtyt Indiana, dying- at the age of sist!--four, in TSg,-. 

IIt-. IIumpl~re~-s tleparteil this life Decenilxr, IS3S1 about 

three months pi-ioi- to the bid of the subject of this 

sketch. Mr. and Mrs. Humphreys I\-ere the parents c:f 

three children that grew to inatui-it!.. the oldest of I\-horn, 

a ~011, by the name of Richard. died sllortly after attain- 

ing his majority. Clara IX.. I\-idow of John 2diclclleton. 

lives in Terre HIaute. Several children died in infancy. 

of n-horn Stephen Hale received ,rt name. 

James II. Huinphreys received a conmo~~ school 

education7 and. n-lien old enough to begi, life for him- 

self: turned his hands to any kid of honorable 1,2lxu- he 

could find to do. In this n-a)- he spent the time until his 

t\\-enty-fit-d year-, n-hen he entered the Clark and Sulli\-ali 
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~~!l~~~l ~i Embalming at Indianapolis to fit llinlself ion- 

the unrlertakii~g business, to I\-hich he had already cle- 

voted considerable Elttention. 111 clue time ( 189,;) Ile 1\2s 

grnduatecl ft-om that institutioq after \\~hich he restmecl 

colltrol of the business he had e3taljlished fis-e J-ears prc- 

vim15 to that htej and which he has since conducted \vitll 

smcess 2nd hancinl pi-ofit, king at this time pmprietor 

of the largest and most ciXl2plete furniture and mtler- 

trtking- establishment iti the city. lit-. I-Iumpll!-eys cassies 

a full stock of the. Intest and 1113st app-o\-ccl styles of 

furnitttre. also a colllplete line of Ca51ietL c md tsher goods 
pert,-tiniiig to sepulture. ancl, ljeing 211 acconq~lisl~eil Uw 

dertalier, fanliliai- I\-it11 evzry detail irf the pmfe5sion. 

his patronage has grown steadily in wlutne 2nd il?lport- 

;ince until lie noiv easily stands at the htl iIii lath lines 

of business in the tit\- of Lititon. l\Ir. H~~~npl~rc~-~ is 

a Democrat, Rut has nearer held nl‘fce nor sought lmblic 

Il~jllOi‘S of an!- 1;intl. T>il;e tlie lllnjoi-iQ- 0f lx-icle-an-&e 

erlterpri;ing meil. he imnifc.;ts a lir-ely interest in fratw- 

ml niattersy being an active and esteemed member of the 

~lasonic, Elks and Odd Fellows orders. md also belongs 

t3 the insurance organization known ns the \\-cmlimen 

of the J\Toi-ld. and in religion is itientifie~.i jvitli the 

I\Iethodist Episcopal church. 

On Artgust 29, ISIS, n-as soletnnizetl the ceremony 

by vl~icll 3lr. Hun~lhre~s and Ida IX Listnmn u-ere lmcle 

huslmncl and wife. ?\lrs. Humphreys is a n;tti\-e of 

,Stocktou township, Greene counts-, the dnughter of 

Francis -4. and Caroline Listman, and has borne her 

liusband fire cl~ilclreu, the oldest of ~vhnill, a son. by the 

name of Elmer. cl\-ing n-lien only six mmths old. Isa 
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0.: the second son, is associated with his father in busi- 

ness. He is married and the father of one child. Home1 

L., the third in orcler of birth, employed in the store, is 

also a man of family-, consisting of a wife and daughter. 

Oscar is his father’s assistant, and Xary, the wungcst 

of the number, is pursuing her studies in the Linton 

schools. 

Mr. Humphrey - 7 ivas chief (if the first fire tlepnrtment 

and serl-ccl fourteen J-ears in the volunteer U>mpan\- 2nd 

about three years after the city took *up the \vorI; 2s p2icl 

clepartment and is the only one no\c living of the first 

brigade. 
-- -- 

RICH-1RD I’. IRIT’IS. 

Richard P. Irkn is one of the enterprising- merchants 

of Jason\-ille. Although a Buckeye b>- birth,, he became a 

Hoosier by adoption. having been lxx-n in Butler coun- 

ty? Ohio. on July 29, ISSO, the son of Robert and Jane 

(Demoret) Irwin. the former being a native of Penn- 

sylvania and the latter of Ohio. Robert Irwin was the 

only child of the family, and came to Ohio in an earl\ 

clay. and there finished his clays. Mr. Demoret. the ma- 

ternal grandfather of our subject, n-as a Frenchman and 

x-as born in 1760. He came t.o -America during the early 

clays of our national history, and is reported to have ar- 

ri;-eel on the same vessel with Lafalvette. He w-as fired 

with the same patriotic spirit that pen-aclecl the hearts 

of the liberty-loving French, and enlistecl under the 

,American banner during the remainder of the Re\-olu- 

- 
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tionary \var. After ths struggle u-as over he continued 

his trade 2s c? cooper and ultimately made his way to 

Cincinnati. Ohio. In 1813 he removed to Butler county. 

Ohio, and there rounded out his clayst passing to rest in 

r&o. There were thirteen children boln into the farnil!-, 

nine of whom reached maturit\-. 

Robert In\-in. father of our subject, was reared to 

manhootl in tlie state of PennsJ-l\xnia nncl came to Eut- 

ler county? Ohio, after attaining his majority. He also 

folio\\-ed the cooper’s trade and continued in that n-ok 

until the end of his days, I\-hich otcurrecl at the age Of 

fift!--two, in the comn~unit~V to n-hich he hat1 come. 

Eleven childreti \vere born into this family. eight of \vhom 

attained their majority. 

Richard attended a normal course in Ohio. in ntlrli- 

tion to the regular instruction afforcled 13): the locrtl 

schoc~ls of Ohio and Indiana. He was cleeplq- interested 

in the question of education and devoted twenty years of 

liis life to the I\-orl; of teaching. In this he sholvecl 2 

fine spirit for professional ad\-ancement and tool; an ad- 

\-axed stand on questions pertaining to eclucationnl work. 

In 1891 he decided to enter mercantile life ad 

turned his attention to that line. He came to Tasons-ille .- 
and opened up a clrug store, which he continued to con- 

duct for three years. He was the justice of the peace 

and postmaster and engaged in general merchandise to 

the present time. 

One of Mr. Invin’s brothers, Joseph, was a member 

of an Indiana regiment during the Civil war. and did 

valiant service in the cause of Old Glory. 

In 1894 Richard Irwin was joined in marriage to 



\\7illal-cl Jonas Hastings. the shject of this biog- 

raphy, tiot ~.xil~- liar1 the enterprise to take l~oltl of op- 

portunities x tlley arose. but had the ei;erg!- to push 

them fvnvartl to ;1 wccessful issue. Tie is a Greene com- 

ty citizen. ha\-ing heen born near Eloc~mfielcl August 2 r, 

1 SG9. His parents. James II. and 1Iargaret (Slinknril) 

Hasting-s. were also Hoosier bon1 and hi5 lxttei-ml gnurl- 

fntllert \J7illiam Hastings. was an eat-l!- settler in D:tvie;s 

county. Indiana. ha\-ing taken up a tract 0 f g-3\-ernment 

land, n-liicli he lxmuglit ullcler cultivation and to \\-liich 

he sutxequently made additions. accumulating- in time a 

substantial footii~g as a farmer. Eight cl~ilcli-en n-et-e 

lmi-ri into that family. l 
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Xr. HastingS’s maternal grandfather, Mr. Slitktrcl. 

n-as a met-clxmt u-ho carried cm business both at Se\s- 

berry and at ~‘itlcetme~. I-Ie m-a5 of an energetic. tetn- 

peratnent and succeeded in establishing a thrifty \-&me 

(::I’ trade. He arid llis n-i ie. \\‘et-e estectnetl member5 of 

the Lutheran church. 

;\It-. Hrtstings, out- subject. t-eceked his early eiluca- 

tion in the Ci~LllltJ' public s&031s. and slton-ccl inilu5trJ- 

and power of application wet1 as a boy in school. His 

sttldiotts tet~~lxxttnet~t led him later to take up nlo!-e a(!- 

xrancecl ~~‘ot-l~, aticl he attended for se\-et-al terms the Ceu- 

tr31 Sot-ma1 College at Dan-ille. 

-4fter spetlding about four >-eat-s :tt tnrtning on hi5 

o\vn respmsibilit\-, he laid plan_ < for entering- tnor~antile 

life. For two years lje opernted ;t general Store at Elli- 

son, meeting- with gratifving success. This u-as t’~711o~wcl 

13!- a change to Jason~ille, \sliei-e he n7ts engag-ccl it1 n 

I ike occupation ior t\\-0 y.2~s longer. Seeing- fnnn-able 

nl3portutiit~- for a chmge. he became eng-ngecl for tile 

nest three years in the real estate business. after I\-liicll 

he established the repsent hardwar-e concern. In this 

he has also met with signa1 success. He maintains XI 

excellent dass 0i stock. and stands higlt in lxtsines5 

circles as a man of good jtrclgment and keen tli5- 

ct-imitlation. 

Ill 1sp x1-. Hastings nx joined in nnrrirtge to 

Lizzie Gheen, daughter of John H. and >IarJ- (Tlmm) 

Clieeti. ancl this event has beet1 followed by a nest pleas- 

ant mcl happy home life. Four children have g-raced 

this union: two of I\-horn are deceased. The sun-i,-ing 

ones are Xulta, the first lxxn. and Alat? 1tnrgaret, one 

of tn-ins. 



Mr. ant1 111-s. Hastil:gs are fully- alive to their obli- 

gations. not only as parents and neighbors, but as mem- 

bers of society as well. They afiliate with the Christinil 

cletlcmination an(.l are ready 2nd I\-illing supporters of 

the religious duties clevol\-ing upon the community. 

Furthermore, Mr. Hastings has found time it1 the 

midst of his Ixq- career to join it1 the fraternal life of 

the i~eigl~tx3t-1~:x~d. has-ing rtfiiliatecl himself \\-ith the 

Nbtsons and also the Elks. In both of these orders he 

is regarded as n \-aluable esponent of the tenets of the 

orc!er, being ready at all times tu discharge his full 

oblig-ations as opportunity- arises. 

;Iltliough a Republican, he has never made any ef- 

fort at political prominence. but al\YaJ-s t2llieS ;I file111 

stand for honest and straicSitfor~~-art1 management in 

pblic affairs. 

Paternally Dr. Paclgett is of Scotch extraction? his 

mother’s family being of English clescci?t. His grantl- 

father, Eenedict Padg-ett, came to this coutltqr frown 

Scotland when a lad of t\\-elve, and, after spending some 

time in Marylancl, mol-ccl \yith his parents to Pennq~l- 

Yania. thence to Oliiot and still later, to Greene count\-, 

Indiana. ivliere lie spent the remainder of his life. dying 

at the age ,of seventy-six years. He was a tailor by 

trade, a zealous Presbyterian in his religious faith and is 

remembered as a man of many sturdy- qualities, I\-hose 

influence was e\.er on the side of morality and correct 
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George Da\,icl Patlgett, father of the doctor, XIX 

the oldest of a family of seven chiltlcen, and b)- OCCLlilZ- 

tion ;t tiller 3f the soil, in acliiitim Jvhicl-1 he also spent 

some \-ears as n”teacher in the public scl~tds. He came 

to Indiana n-hen a young* mm. bought ;t farm in Greene 

cwnt?, on \\.liich he spent the remai~7iler of his da\5, (de- 

parting tllis life at the age of fifty-six I-Ii5 lvife. T,ytlia 

Ii-\viii. a native of Ohio ant1 a clescenclnnt of me of the 

earl\- Eng-tish illltlligrants to tlmt state. bore him se\-en 

chiltlren, of \\-hoin the rlxtor is the tliirtl in order or 

birth. Dr. Thonms I. Paclgctt is a nati\-e of Greene 

count\ - . Tucliaiin. ant1 dates his birth from September 

IGtlt of tile year of 1862. ImIe \\*ns reared to the honor- 

able pursuit of agriculture and receil-ed his preliminar! 

llleilt~l discipline in the public schools. sLllXec~uentl~- Colll- 

pletiiig- a high schcml cottrse. ant1 after his graduation 

tle~~otetl fmr years to farm labor. Haying decided to 

make the medical profession his life u.orl;, he etitet-etl! 

at tile espiration of the time indicated. the Hospital 

Medical College, Louis\4lle. I<entuclq-. Er-oin I\-hicli he ~2s 

graduated Jtrne 18. 18Sg. into the degree of Doctor of 

hlediciiie, and inmlediately thereafter located at Pleasant- 

ville, StIllis-an county, m-here lie practiced his profession 

with encouragin, fl success during the eight J-ears ensuing. 

xvlien he sought a larger and more inviting field in the 

city of Terre Haute. 

Th’e doctor remained at the latter place from 1897 

to 1901, when he remo\vecl to Jasonville. where he has 

since practiced with success and financial profit. and? as 



In politics Dr. Patlgett is ;t Democrat, but not an 

ardent politician, de\-oting so mucll time to his I)l.r7lej- 

simi tliat he has Iittle Icisui-e for public niattcrs. I-Je is 

identified u-it11 the Masonic, Intlelmident Orilei- of Odd 

Fellon-s and Knights of Pythias fraternities, and ill re- 

ligion the Eal5tist church holds his creed. 

\l-ILLI,il[ HEXRY I-11x0s. 11. -i-l. 

Fe\\- nmlical men of Greene cmmty ha\-e achievetl 

the distinctive s~wxss in their lx-ofessim of risen to tlx 

conspicuom place in public esteem as the II-e11 l;n~xvn rtrld 

popular physician and TWITg-eon \\.llose name intrntl~lces 

this sketch. Dr. I\-illiml Henry- I-Iison, a nati\-e ot 

On-en country. Itidiaua. and for many !-ears one of the 

leading men of his calling in the count!- of Greene, is 

descended from Scotch-Irih ancestq-, ant1 trxes his 
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genealogy back to an earlJ- period in tile history of , 
Pet~tx~71vanin. from \vhich state llis paternal g-randfather 

movetl to Ohio in pioneer times, thence, about rS301 to 

On.en county, Indiana, \vheii he entered land, impim-ccl 

a farm and spent the ‘remainder of his days. Of t!1e 

family of eight children left by this ancestor, the last 

member, a daughter. died in June, 1908, at the ad\-anced 

age of eight\--m-en \-ears. Georg-e Reed, of Dela\vnre, 

WC of the signet-s of the Declaration of Independence. 

\t-as an uilcle of the paternal grandmother of Dr. Hison. 

\\‘illiam Hison, the doctor’s father, \\‘a~ the third 

of the aim\-e fanlily in order of birth. He \vas a farmer 

l,\- occupnti~m , spent the greater part of his life in O\\-en 

county ant1 then died at the age of sisty-two years. His 

wife. I\-ho bore the maiden nanle of Lydia Isennoggle. 

li\-ed to be eigllty-tn-0 years old and ~2s the mother of 

fottr children, namely : Thomas M., John II’., JJ\-illianl 

Henry, of this reviews-, and Xary IS., now Mrs. \\‘illinm 

11. Mellick. of Owen count)-. \1‘illinm and T,ytlia Hison 

n-et-e a pious, God-fearing couple. active workers in the 

1\Ietlioclist church and mucll g-ken to good \VOrliS. 

AAinong the poor and needy of their tieigl~borhood they 

lived full lives, reared their children to honorable inan- 

hood and ~vomanhood. and left to their descendants 

names and characters above reproach. 

Dr. ~1’illiam H. Hison was ljorn December ~1. 

ISj& spent his earl) Iife under the parental roof in 

Owen county and received his education in the public 

schools. J1%en a young man he turned his attention to 

carpentry, which he followecl for a period of ten years 

and then tool; up the study of meclicine, which he prose- 
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cuted under the direction of a competent perceptor dur- 

ing the three years following. Actuated by a laudable 

desire to add to his professional knowledge, he subse- 

quently entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons 

at Indianapolis, and, after a course at that institution, 

located at Vandalia, Owen county, where, in due time, 

he built up quite a lucrative practice. At the expiration 

of two years the doctor left that place and opened an 

office at Catterac, but after a year there moved to Adel, 

where he remained three years in the enjoyment of a 

very satisfactory professional business, changing his 

residence, at the end of the time indicated, to Sewark. 

After spendin g four years at the latter point, Dr. 

Hixon located at the to,wn of Farmers, where, during 

a period of eighteen consecutive years, he built up an es- 

tensive practice and won enviable standing in the line of 

his calling, forging to the front among the representative 

professional men of his part of the state and gaining much 

more than local repute as a skillful physician and surgeon. 

From Farmers he removed to Jasonville, where he has 

followed his chosen calling for four years with the suc- 

cess that has marked his career since the beginning, and 

where he not only holds au i%uential place among his 

professional brethren, but stands high socially and keeps 

in close t,ouch with all enterprises and movements which 

tend to benefit the public and advance the interests of his 

fellow men. 

Dr. Hixon has been twice married, the first time on 

February 20, 1876, to Rosetta Huey, daughter of Sathan 

Huey, of Owen county, who bore him the following chil- 

dren : Mabel, born September 7, 1877, died on the rsth 
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day of the same month; Thornton, born January 18, 

1888, died, on the 3d of the month following; Daisy D., 

born September 19, 18Sr ; Mary J., born Nay 18, 1884. 

and Eva May, whose birth occurred December 2, 1886. 

After the death of the mother of these children the doctor 

entered the marriage relation with Laureeta McClarren, 

of Greene county, the ceremony taking place in June, 

1895, the union bein g blessed with three off spring-W!- 

liam J. B., born -August 28, 1896, now deceased; Marga- 

ret, July ~5, 1897, and Dewey, who first saw the light of 

day on August 3: 1898. The doctor’s first wife was a 

member of the Christian church, his present companion 

being a iMethodist and a zealous worker in the local con- 

gregation with which she is identified. Fraternally Dr. 

Hison is a Mason and a member of the Knights of 

Pythias, Independent Order of Red Men, the Moclern 

Woodmen and Knights and Ladies of Honor. 

Dr. Dixon OV-ns business and residence property in 

Jasonville and is consequently interested in all that pro- 

motes its welfare. In politics he is a Democrat, and while 

in Owen county he helcl the office of co,roner four years . . 

and justice of the peace nine years, and is at present sec- 

retary of the board of health of Jasouville. 

JOHN ANDY POE. 

Prominent among the families of Greene county is 

the one taken up in this review, the subject having been 

born in this county on September 9. 1861. He is the son 



1120 BIOGRAPHICAL XEMOIRS 

of John and Emaline (Humphrey) Poe, both natives of 

Greene county. Mr. Poe’s paternal grandfather, John B. 

Poe, emigrated to Indiana from Virginia in an early clay, 

settling in Greene county. He took up unimproved land 

and in time transformed it into a well improved and pro- 

ductive farm. He made several trades, but remained in 

the county, passing to his reward while still living in 

IF-right township, havin, m attained the remarkable age of 

almost one hundred years. He was a devoted worker in 

the Baptist church, in which he was a trustee for several 

years. He was the father of six children. 

Our subject’s maternal grandfather, Andy Hum- 

phrey, n-as born in Putnam c’ounty, Indiana, and after 

reaching manhood began life as a blacksmith. He was 

made justice of the peace in his district and later was 

sent from Greene county to the state legislature. Here 

he served continuously for fourteen terms. ‘When not 

on duty at the state capital he continued the management 

of his farm. He served out the unexpired term of “Blue 

Jeans” 1Villiams, and during his last term was joint sen- 

ator from Sullivan and Greene counties. He then removed 

to Linton, Indiana, and there ended his days at the age 

of eighty-three years. He was 3 devout member of the 

Baptist church and has left to his children the heritage of 

a clean and well spent career. 

Our subject’s father received his early education in 

the public schools of Greene county. He made farming 

his life work and died at the age of sixty-three, being sur- 

vived to the present time by his companion in life, who 

is n,ow living at Linton at the age of s&y-four. 

John A. Foe, our subject, was also educated in the 
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county schools. He remained at home until reaching his 

majority. He later went to Kansas, but returned to 

Greene county, after a short absence. He has come into. 

possession of a valuable farm, but after removing to Ja- 

sonville engaged in the feed business in connection with 

the handling of real estate. 

In June of the year 1884 Mr. Poe was married to 

Eliza Ellen Elwood, who was born in Iowa September 27, 

1859. She was the daughter of John and Eliza Elwoocl. 

Mr. and *Mrs. Poe have become the parents of eight chil- 

clren, here enumerated in order of birth : Cleo, born in 

1887, is the wife Iof Albert Cole, and is the mother of one 

child ; Otto was born in 1889; Leon was born in 1892 ; 

Don, 1894; French, 1896 ; Rex, 1901 ; Kennett, 1903 ; and 

Lloyd, I 905. 
Mr. and Mrs. Poe have not only proven themselves 

to be admirable parents, training their children to strive 

for high ideals in character and achievement, but have en- 

deavored to set an example of Christian piety before all 

with whom they come in contact. They are devoted mem- 

bers of the Baptist church, and have been of great service 

in promoting interest and efficiency in Sunday scl~oof 

work. 

Mr. Poe has been for many yearran exemplary Odd 

Fellow, having passed through all of the chairs, and is 

now serving as treasurer for the local lodge. He has 

won the confidence of friends by his love for fair dealing, 

and has served as supervisor, as member of the township 

advisory board and as president of the town board. In 

all of these activities he has measured up fully to the ex- 

pectations of neighbors and friends. 

71 

--- -. -.-.. _.-- - .____... ._ 



John and Pleasant Shields and Henry Sampson and 

Isaac \\‘orkman, uncles of the subject, were soldiers in the 

Union army, having enlisted from Indiana. John Work- 

man, the father of-the subject, was born in Greene county, 

Indiana, and received his early education there in the 

common schbols. He spent his life on a farm near where 

he was raised. He was a member of the Cumberland I 
Presbyterian church and a Republican. He was survived 

by eight children, only three of whom are living in 1908. 

John B. Workman was born and raised in the county, 

attending the public schools when a boy and applying him- 

self to the best advantage possible.@Early in life he went 

to farming, which life he successfully followed until four 

years ago, when he sold his well improved farm and 

bought property at Lyons, where he now resides, a highly . _ 

respected citizen. hfr. \VlOrkman was married in 1874 to 

Mary Calvert, who was born July 25, 1855, daughter of : 

Nimrod and Sarah (Wheeler) Calvert, natives of Ken- 

tucky, ~-ho came to Indiana sixty years ago, settling on a 
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JOHN B. 1VORKMAN. 

One of the solid and substantial citizens of Lyons, 

Greene county, is he whose name appears above, and he is 

eminently worthy of a place in this volume, having spent 

all of his well regulated life in this county, where he was 

born November 25, 1852, the son of John and Lucy 

(Shields) Workman, and the grandsoa of Josiah Shields, 

a Virginian, who came to Indiana, where he farmecl until 

his death, clyin g at a very old age, having been preceded 

by his wife, to whom seven chilclren were born. 



GREENE COUNTY, IWDIANA. 1123 

farm in Greene county, where they spent the remaining 

years of their lives, he dyin g at the age of sixty-two years, 

she dying a few years later at the age of seventy-two. 

They were Baptists and raised five children. 

Five children have been born to the subject,, John B. 

Workman, and wife, as follows : Edward, who is mar- 

ried and living in Greene county; Curtis, a blacksmith, 

married and living in Greene county; Ella, the wife of El- 

mer Shilkeet, a farmer in the same county; Lustie is also 

living in this county, the wife of Ernest Spear; Fannie 

R. is the wife of Henry Rollison, also a farmer living in 

Greene county, Indiana. 

Fraternally Mr. Workman is a member of the Inde- 

pendent Orcler of Odd Fellows. He is a Republican in po- 

litical belief, and while he does not aspire tb positions of 

honor or emolument at the hands of his fellow voters, he 

keeps well versed in political movements and al+ays sides 

with the right, not only in reference to political subjects, 

but all questions. Both he and his wife are members of 

the Christian church. 

The subject has always been a painstaking, business- 

like’ and industrious man, as his neighbors where he 

farmed so successfully f’or upwards of a half century can 

testify, and his sober and honorable everyday life has 

won for him the lasting esteem of the entire community. 

His children, without exception, have tried to maintain 

the high standard of living which he set, and the JVork- 

man family is given the respect by every one \vhich it 

justly deserves. 
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JOHN FREELAND STAFFORD. 

,imong the representative farmers of Greene county, 

Indiana, is the subject of this review> who is the owner of 

a fine landed estate and carrying on the various depart- 

ments of his enterprise with that discretion and euer,gy 

which are sure to find their natural sequel in definite suc- 

cess.’ To such men as Mr. Stafford we turn with par- 

ticular satisfaction as offering in their life histories justi- 

fication for works of this character. John F. Stafford is 

a native of the county in which he now resides, having 

been born May 5, 1852. His parents, Presley and Sarah 

(Mowery) Stafford, were of English lineage, grandfa- - 

ther Jesse Stafford having come from England and set- 

tled in Kentucky, later coming to Indiana in an early clay. 

Presley Stafford was raised in Indiana, having worked 

on a farm’in 1Vashington township, Greene county. He 

was born July I I, ISI I, and died February 22, 1862, his 

widow surviving him two years. 

The subject of this sketch received his earlv education 

in the public schools of his community, where he’applied 

himself in a manner that caused him to outstrip many of 

his companions and fellow .&dents. He points with in- 

terest to the old log school house which he attended in his 

boyhood days, which is now standing on his farm, being 

used as a cow barn. The subject was sent to great-uncle 

after his father’s death, where he remained until he was 

twenty-one, working on a farm and in a saw-mill. After 

working for three years as a farm and mill hand he went 

on the old homestead, having inherited a part of it and 

purchased an additional part form his brother. 1Ir. Staf- 
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ford still owns this farm, in which there xvas originally 

two hundred and forty acres. He has added to it until he 

now owns a very valuable farm, consisting of three hun- 

dred and eighty acres. It was originally timbered, but he 

has cleared the major portion of it, and carries on general 

farming and stock raising, being particularly sound in his 

judgment. of good horses and cattle. He also successfully 

handles hogs and sheep, preferring Poland-China hogs. 

He prepares his cattle for feeders and usually feeds all the 

corn the place produces. Mr. Stafford’s escelleqt knowl- 

edge of the rotation of crops has resulted in the soil on his 

place becoming strengthened as the years go by instead of 

depleted and growing thin. It is more productive gener- 

ally at present than when he first directed his attention to 

it thirty years ago when it came into his possession. He 

rotates his crops as he sees the soil requires, using clover 

principally to, fertilize it instead of commercial fertilizers. 

A part of his land is leased on a five years’ cash rent, the 

balance being used by Mr. Stafford and his son. They 

deal extensively in mules, handling large numbers from 

time to time. 

Mr. Stafford was married on November 4. ISSO, to 

Allie Shake, daughter of John and Elizabeth (Jarrell) 

Shake, both natives of Indiana, their ancestors having 

come from Kentucky and settled in the forest in Sullivan . 

county. Mrs. Stafford’s father died when eighty-three 

years old ; her mother is still living at eighty-four. The 

wife of the subject was born May 22, ISIS, in Sullivan 

county? where she attended the common schools. The 

subject has one soq Roscoe Murphy, xho was born on 

January 11, 1SS3. He was married April 16~ Igoz,, to 
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Grace Florence Hatfield, and they have one daughter, 

Fern Lucile, born June 19, 1905. He is farming on the 

old homestead. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stafford are members of the Methodist 

Episcopal church. In national affairs the former is a 

Democrat, but he is an independent voter, always casting 

his ballot for the best candidates according to his judg- 

ment, which, owing to his careful study of the trend of 

events, is usually singularly sound, as it is in his business 

affairs. Mr. Stafford enjoys the un&ted esteem of a 

wide circle of admiring friends, and he is regarded as 

one of the leading citizens in his t,ownship. 

PETER .WHEELER. 

In considering the men of wide experience in busi- 

ness life we find an interesting example in the character 

of our subject, who was born in Jackson county, Indiana, 

February I 7, I 863, the son of Jacob and Anna (Callahan) 

Wheeler, both natives of this stite. Jacob, Wheeler fol- 

lowed the occupation of farming throughout his days alid 

was among the most progressive men in his community. 

He died n-hen about fifty years of age and is survived by 

his wife, Anna, who has acquired the age, at this writing, 

of seventy-four years. She is a devout member of the 

United Brethren church, and has impressed her personal- 

ity upon all who have been fortunate enough to bec.ome 

closely associated with her. She became the mother of 

these children : Jerry, now deceased, was the father of 

‘i 
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two children; Rushia has also departed this life, leaving 

two children; Frank \yyas likewise gathered to rest, leav- 

ing three children, and Robert is deceased. 

Peter received his early education in the district 

schools ,of Owen township, Jackson county, making the 

most of the opportunities that offered themselves. He 

applied himself diligently to whatever he undertook, and 

in this way formed habits that have been a valuable asset 

in his subsequent career. He remained at work on the 

farm until nineteen years of age, at I\-hich time he xent to 

Missouri, where he became employed at farm work during 

the summer and in winter he engaged in coal mining. In 

the latter work he took considerable interest, and this has 

continued to occupy some of his time since. After sis 

years of life in Missouri he retut;necl to Indiana and be- 

came interested in the drug business, and followed it for 

several years. Some attention has been given by him also 

to bridge construction on railroad work. He has readily 

adapted himself to the varied pursuits that have come 

within the range of his opportunities,, but he finally gave 

his attention exclusively to blacksmithing, and has con- 

tinued to follow that trade. 

Mr. Wheeler’s first marriage tozk place in ISSj, to 

Caroline Cameron, of Nodaway county, Missouri, and to 1 

this union was born one son, William Roy, still living. 

MI-S. Wheeler was called hence on August 11, 1Ss6, encl- 

ing thus a life full of promise for domestic and maternal 

usefulness. In March, -1892, Mr. Wheeler was united to 

Charlotte 1V,omack, who was born in Johnson county, In- 

diana, in rS6j. She was the daughter of John and Mar- 

garet (Prater) Womack. She has won for herself a host 

of friends and is a member of the Christian church. 
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Mr. 1VheeIer has managed to find time aside from 

his busy career to participate in the social life around him, 

and has been especially interestecl in the ~vork of frater- 

nal organizations. He has taken an active part in promot- 

ing the growth of several societies and has held many im- 

portant offices of trust in these lorganizations. He has 

been treasurer for the Masonic fraternity for some time 

and has discharged his duties with skill and exactness. 

In the Knights of Ppthias he has been chancellor com- 

mander and trustee, ancl in that capacity has succeeded in 

spreading materially the popularity of the order, stimulat- 

ing its growth appreciably. He has served for several 

years also as treasurer for the miners’ union, of which 

society he is an active member. is a member of the 

board of town trustees Mr. ~Vheeler has given valuable 

service to the public, being found at all times punctual and 

conscientious in the discharge of his duties. It is neetl- 

less to say that his work is highly appreciated by neigh- 

bors and friends. 

JOHN CA:LAH& 

There is both lesson and inSpiration offered in a con- 

sideration of this well known and highlp honored citizen 

of Lyons, for he has overcome many obstacles in his ca- 

reer and won success where hearts less courageous would 

have quailecl and gone clo,wn to defeat. He has workecl 

out his own fortunes and gained a position of solidity and 

no little precedence in the business ~vorld, while his in- 
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tegrity of character has brought him into the favorable 

regard.and unqualified confidence of all with whom he has 

come in contact. 

John Callahan, who is a native of Dalyiess county, 

Indiana, born November 14, IS&, is a scion of the stut-d>- 

citizenship of the Emerald Isle, where his paternal grand- 

parents lived and died and where his father was born. 

His maternal grandfather Henry was born in German)- 

and settled in Greene county, Indiana, about seventy years 

ago, and lived on a faml until his death in 1Sg4. Eoth 

he and his wife were German Lutherans. She lived until 

1S64, she being blind for several $ears prior to her death. 

They had five children, all now deceased. 

John Callahan, the subject of this sketch, attended 

school until he was thirteen years old, when he began 

caring for himself, working at whatever he could find to 

clo. He worked out as a farm hand until he \yas thirty- 

four years old, but by habits of economy he salved enough 

money during those years to begin business on his own ac- 

cord, which he did by opening a grocery store and res- 

taurant in Newberry, Indiana, which he conducted for 

sixteen months and was obliged to gise it LIP oh account 

of a physical ailment which made it difficult for him to 

stand on his feet. He then went to Indianapolis and took 

treatment at the Surgical Institute, where he was greatl! 

benefited so much that he returned to clerking, which 

he followed for eighteen months., Then he moved to Ef- 

fingham, Illinois, and engaged in the peddling business on 

a wagon, later returning to Lyons and engaging in the 

general merchandise business on his own account for three 

years, which he made a success. -After conducting the 

, 
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Lyons Hotel for a year he and Frank Reed established a 

saw-mill and brick yard. He later bought a hardware 

and implement store in that town, which he conducted for 

about sixteen months, later trading his store for a farm, 

which he superintended for five years in a most successful 

manner, when he solcl it, but he continued farming until 

1903. His wife and two stepdaughters own two farms, 

which Xr. Callahan superintends, at the same time han- 

dling a general line of insurance. 

The subject was three times married, first in 1872 to 

Talitha C. Hawkins, a native of Greene county, Indiana. 

One child was born to this umon. which died in infancy. 

* His first wife survived only one year after her marriage. 

. In 1880 Mr. Callahan was married a second time. Mrs. 

Mary Benham (nee Clogston) being the name of this wo- 

man, ~-l-ho had one child by her first husband. One child 

was born of this second union, which died in infancy. 

The subject’s second lvife died in 1881. He was again 

married in 1886, his third wife being Mrs. Talitha J. Bo- 

g-arc1 (nee Skomp), a native of Greene county. She had 

f,our children, two daughters still living. Three children 

n:ere born to the subject by his third wife, namely: I‘l’es- 

sie L., x-110 makes his home witE his father; Charles, who 

died in childhoocl ; Annie, who lives at home and attends 

school. The two daughters of Mrs. Callahan are mar- 

ried, one of them, Mrs. Sadie Criss, living in Lyons ; the 

other daughter is married. to Lon O’Haver, and lives in 

Indianapolis. 

The subject and wife are both members of the Meth- 

odist church. Mr. Callahan is a Democrat and a public- 

spirited man, although he does not find time to take an 



GREENE COUNTY, INDIANA. II.31 

active part in politics. He numbers his acquaintances and 

friends by the score, but his energies are an unknown 

quantity, mathematically speaking. 

MELVIN GRAY EDIXGTON, 

The record of the subject is that of a man x110? b! 

his unaided efforts, has worked his way from a modest be- 

ginning to a position of influence and comparative amu- 

ence in his community. His life has been one of anceas- 

ing industry and perseverance, and the systematic and 

honorable methods which he has followed have won him 

the unbounded confidence of his fell,ow citizens of Greene 

county. Mr. Edington, who, conducts a real estate busi- 

ness and operates a lumber yard in Lyons, where all his 

property is located, was bprn. August 13, 1869. in the 

county where he now resides. His father was Francis >,I. 

Ecling-ton, who married Docia Miller, both natives of this 

county. Grandfather Edington, who was a native of 

’ Ohio, moved to Indiana and spent his life on a farm, rear- 

ing se+en children. The elder broth%, Francis 11. Ed- 

ington, killed himself accidentally by throwing stones at 

a squirrel in a tree. Grandmother Edington lived to be 

eighty-five years old, havin, m died in 1906. Grandfather 

Niller came from Kentucky to Greene county and was 

one of the early farmers there. He also had seven chil- 

dren. He was a soldier in the Union army a’nd fought in 

defense of his country until he died of disease before the 

war closed. Grandmother Miller lived to be eighty-six 
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years old, dyin g in this county in 1900. The father of 

our subject was born in 1849 and spent. his early life in 

working on a farm which he was compelled to care for, 

his father dying early. But after he reached maturity he 

bought a farm of his own. He later sold this and in 1900 

purchased another, which he still owns and lives on. 

M. G. Edington’s early life was not unlike that of 

thousands of other boys in Indiana at that time. He spent 

it in attending the public schools during the winter months 

and working on his father’s farm during the summer 

months, but his ambition led him to greater efforts than 

the majority of his schoolmates showed, so he applied him- . 

self more assiduously, ant1 also attended the county nor- 

mals and prepared himself for a teacher, which profession 

he followed for many years with great success. He then . 

went int,o the real estate business, locating in Lyons. be- 

ing successful in this from the first.. But his nati1.e busi- 

ness ability is callable of looking- after many things at one 

time, so he later added the lumber business to his enter- 

prises and has been reasonably successful in this. 

Mr. Eclington was happily married in 1888 to Stella 

Meredith, the daughter of JaJob and Elizabeth Meredith, 

the former a native of Ohio and the latter of Xissouri. 

Jacob Meredith was a soldier in the Civil war. He died in 

1898. His widow is still living. Sis children have been 

born to the subject of this sketch ancl his wife. as follows : 

Cleclie Ann, now (1908) attending high school ; Jacob F., 

also in high school; Harly N., who is a graduate of the 

common sch~ools ; the fourth and fifth children both died 

in infancy; Mary is living at home and attending the pub- 

lic schools. I 

- 

._ _.__ - __ 
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Mr. Ed&ton takes a great interest in lodge wxk 

and has a wide acquaintance through their mediums, being 

a member of the Masonic fraternity, the \Voodmen and 

the Knights of Pythias, having filled all the chairs in the 

last named lodge. He is a Democrat, but has never as- 

pired to office. However, he takes a lively interest in the 

welfare of his party. He is a member of the Christian 

church and Mrs. Edington is a member of the Baptist 

church. The three older of their chilclren are members 

of the Methodist Episcopal church at Lyons, Indiana. 

. CH,ARLES HENRY ROBERTS. 

Among the many volunteer patriots of the grand old 

state of Indiana, we find the name of our subject, Charles 

H. Roberts, of Fair Play township, \vho was born near 

Ithaca, Xew York, August 5, 1839. His parents, Edward 

J. and Ann (Bartholomew) Roberts, w<re both natives of 

Pennsylvania. Edwarcl J. Roberts was a physician, prac- 

ticing successfully both in Pennsylvania and Ohio, who 

came to Greene county, Indiana, in 1860, settling in High- 

land township, where he practiced his pyofession until his 

death. His companion, who departed this life in 1904, 

bore him eleven children, enumerated here in the order of 

birth : Josiah, now farming in South Dakota ; Petrican 

died at Knosville, Tennessee, and was .a soldier in the 

Ninety-seventh Indiana Regiment ; Charles H., our sub- 

ject ; Caroline, now living in the east; Cordelia, deceased ; 

Apes, wife of William Farmer, a Chiistian Science prac- 
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titioner at Bloomington, Indiana; George Clark, a carpen- 

ter, living at present at Terre Haute ; Edward, deceased ; 

Josephine and Celesta were twins, the latter deceased; Va- 

lary, wife of Henry Kindred, now living at J1Torthington. 

Charles received a common school education and be- 

gan working out by the clay or month very early in life, 

keeping this up until twenty-one years of age, turnin,a 

over all his earnings to his father. In 1863 he- enlisted 

in Company I, of the, One Hundred and Twentieth In- 

diana Volunteer Infantry, remaining in that company for 

about two months, after whicll he became quartermaster 

sergeant, continuing in that capacity until 1866. His reg- 

iment joined Sherman’s army in Tennessee, and was un- 

der fire for one hunclrecl and seventeen days. They partic- 

ipated in various important battles, and n-ere finally mus- 

tered out at-Raleigh, Nsorth Carolina. 

Upon returning to Greene county after the close of 

the war Mr. Roberts purchased the tract of land which 

forms his present homesteacl. At the time there were no 

improvements whatever, nor was any of the land cleared, 

but by dint of hard and persevering effort Mr. Roberts 

succeeded in transforming the wilderness into a productive 

and well improved farm. 

In 1867 Mr. Roberts waz united in matrimony to 

Catherine Sheehy, who was bolT1 April IO, 1839, in Rich- 

land county, Ohio, and was the daughter of Edward and 

Mary (Stout) Sheehy, the former being a native of Ire- 

land and the latter of New Jersey. Eleven children were 

born into this family, consisting of : John, now deceased ; 

James, living in Ohio : Margaret. deceased ; Catherine, 

wife of our subject; ~Villiam, a soldier in the S&y-fourth 
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Ohio Regiment, having met his death at Knosville, Ten- 

nessee; Julia, wife of Jesse Rector, now living at Linton, 

Indiana; Hiram, a farmer in Ohio; Simon, living in Fair 

Play township; Mary E. and Echvard, deceased ; the last 

child (unnamed) died in infancy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roberts have become the parents of 

four children, the first two of whom died when still 

young. Lovezillawncl Lillian R.. are both married, the 

latter being the wife of Warren Tinstman, of Linton, and 

the former married John Ritter, now living at Indianap.- 

olis. They have two sons, Roland and Charles Gray. 

Mrs. Roberts is a member of the Roman Catholic 

church and has proved to be a mother most worthv of 

rearing such a praiseworthy family. 

Mr. Roberts is a Republican and has given his ton-n- 

ship most acecptable service as trustee. His interest in . 

the political affairs of the community has been attended 

at all times with the clesire to improve and raise higher the 

standard of public service. His industrious habits and 

uniform integrity have won for him the respect and es- 

teem of neighbors and friends. 

-- 
* 

TVILLIAM HUNTER. 

Special honor attaches to that individual n-ho. un- 

aidecl and alone, begins the ascent of life’s rugged path- 

way and removes the many obstacles that lie in his road 

to the goal of success and by the force of his own inclil-id- 

uality forges to the front, n-inning for himself the esteem 
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of his fellow men. Such is in brief the record of the pop- 

ular citizen of Greene county to a brief synopsis of whose 

life and character the following paragraphs are devoted. 

11’illiam Hunter ranks in the best class of our great 

foreign population, that worthy class which we are glad 

to welcome, kno.wing that their labors here in the United 

States will benefit us as well as them; He was born in 

Yorkshire, England, July 14, 1844, the son of John and 

Elizabeth (\Vardell) Hunter, who moved to Ohio in 1833. 

John Hunter was a stonemason and a bricklayer of more 

than ordinary skill. He moved to Stafford township, 

Greene county, Indiana, in February, 1861, where he con- 

tinued to work at his trade until 1883, when he died in 

Marco. He and his wife were the parents of eight chil- 

dren, all of whom are in America except John, the eldest 

son, who never came to America and still resides in his 

native place. Francis and \J7illiam, our subject, became 

sole proprietors of the mill in 1883. It was built by them 

and their father, and formerly operated under the firm 

name of Hunter 8: Sons, the sons assuming full control 

at their father’s death. They do a general milling busi- 

ness, cutting each year many thousand feet of lumber, 

also cusiom millin g, grinding fgcl, Aour, etc., and they 

have made a great success in this business, as will be seen 

when we note the fact that when the Hunters ca!ne to 

Marco they were practically without funds, but being men 

of sound judgment and untiring industry they soon built 

up a good trade, and each of the sons mentioned above 

are now worth at least thirty thousand dollars. They are 

both men of families. 

JVilliam Hunter was married in October, 1880, to 

- 
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Mrs. Druzilla Stafford, whose maid& name was Jeimson. 

She was born in Ohio and came to Indiana with her par- 

ents in 1864. To this union one bright and promising 

boy was born on May 6, 1881. He is now living on a 

farm in Stafford township, which he conducts success- 

fully. He married Myrtle Hudson. 

The subject of this sketch was elected trustee of Staf- 

ford township in 1900, having been nominated by the 

Democrats by thirty votes. He carried the township bJ 

seventy-four votes. Something of Mr. Hunter’s excellent 

executive and financial ability was shown in the success- 

ful manner in which he handled the duties of this impor- 

tant office. The txownship was in debt when he began his 

official duties, tuition being short. 1Vhen he turned it 

over to his successor, Jacob R. Garrett, the sum of six 

thousand dollars was left in the treasury. During his 

term of office he built two new school houses and left two 

thousand eight hundred dollars in the special school fund 

and never raised the levy. Calvin Smith, William Fry 

and Presley Stafford were on the advisory board. Mr. 

Hunter was one of the most efficient and popular officials 

the township ever produced. 

Fraternally our subject is a member of Masonic 

Lodge, No. 166, at Newberry, Indiana,?laving joined this 

organization in I S6;. He has always been one of its most 8 

active and influential members. 

Mr. Hunter is a man of wide experience and is one 

of the most highly respected citizens of Marco, being acl- 

mired by every one for his honesty and uprightness ancl 

sound business principles. 

Francis Hunter was born April 14, 1842. He came 

72 
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to the United States with the family and to Indiana in 

1857, and since 1875 has been associated with his brother 

in the milling business. He was first married in rS63 to 

Sophia Higinbottom. She died in 1877, leaving two chil- 

dren-George died in 1’877, aged eight years; Anna, wife 

of Franklin P. Alcar, of Linton. He was married a sec- 

ond time in 1883 to Phcebe Baker. They are members 

of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

. JOSEPH CULLEK 

Jqseph Cullen, a prosperous farmer of 1;l’ashington 

township, Greene county, Indiana, was born in Washing- 

ton county, Ohio, June 14, 1S42. He was thirteen years 

old when he was brought to Greene county, Indiana, by 

his parents. He had attended the common schools before 

he left Ohio, and he continued to go to school for a short 

time after coming to Indiana. He remained at home un- 

til he went to war, after which he went to Kansas, where 

he worked at different things, being in that state less than 

a year. He returned to Washington township, Greene 

county, where he went to farming and where he has since 

resided. He has altogether one hundred and forty-nine 

acres of good land. 

On December IO, 1861, the subject enlisted in Com- 

pany D, Fifty-ninth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infan- 

try. He took part in all the engagements in which the 

regiment was involved. He was discharged in April, 

1865, having served four months overtime. 

_ _._....... _-_- ._--. 
~_-- 
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&Ir. Cullen was married in March, 1868, to 1iIartha 

Gossner, who was born in Coshocton county, Ohio. She 

is the daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth (Jvolford) Goss- 

ner, the former a native of Philadelphia and the latter a 

native of Ohio. They came to Washington township, 

Greene county, in an early day. The father of the wife 

of the subject died in Kansas and his widow died in 

Greene county, September 4, 1876. They had three chil- 

dren-Margaret, who is deceased, as is also Harriett; 

Martha, the third child, is the wife of the subject. 

Joseph Cullen and wife have the following children : 

IVilliam, who was born in Missouri. He married Pearl 

Johnson, to whom two children have been born. Libbie, 

the subject's second child, is the wife of Oliver Brewer. 

They have two children, IVilliam, who is deceased, and 

Tressie A., who is living with the subject. Libbie married 

the second time, her last husband being Dow Birch. Two 

children were born t’o this union, Mattie and &Iargaret. 

The last named is deceased. John, the subject’s third 

child, is deceased. Mary, the fourth child, is the wife of 

Joseph 1ihite, a farmer, living in 1Yashington township, 

Greene coL$ty. They have four children, Joseph, Harry, 

Ivan and Helman. w 

Mr. Cullen usually votes the Republican ticket, but 

sometimes he votes independently. He is the son of 

James and Sarah (Williams) Cullen, natives of Delaware 

and Virginia, respectively. 

James is the son of Thomas Cullen, a native -of Scot- 

land, who came to this country and settled in Delaware, 

x-here he died. The mother of James Cullen came to Ohio 

d~en he was three years old. James was raised there and 
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came to Greene county- in IS;,, - qettling in \I-ashington 

township, having bought new land there. He farmed on 

this until his death in 1867. He was an independent voter. 

Sarah 11’illiams was a daughter of Joseph 11Ylliams, a 

native of Virginia, and one of the early settlers of 1\‘ash- 

ington county, Ohio. He died there. The mother of the 

subject was a member of the Christian church. The sub- 

ject’s parents had ten children, as follows : ‘\~‘illiam and 

Eliza, twins, are both dead; Thomas is living in Knos 

county, Indiana, on a farm; Joseph is the subject of this 

sketch ; Emily is deceased ; Ella, deceased, and Sarah. The 

last named was the wife of Henry Rusher. James, the 

eighth child of the subject’s parents, died in Kansas ; Cor- 

delia is also dead ; John is living in Kansas. 

REV. JOHN C. WARIKKER. 

This esteemed minister and representative citizen of 

Ljnton is a native of Pulaski county, Kentucky. where his 

birth occurred on the 26th of January, 1S;g. His father, 

Iverson L. 1Varinner, was bwn at Creelshurg, Virginia, 

in ISI I, and his mother, Margaret D. Vaught, also a na- 

tive of that state, was born in ISIS in the city of Rich- 

m on cl . Their parents were married in Somerset, Ren- 

tucky, where ‘they made their home until Ssovember, 1836, 

when they moved to Marshall county, Indiana, where Mr. 

Warinner died at the age of sixty-five years, his widow 

subsequently changing her residence to Greene county. 

where she died in 1900, in her eighty-fifth year. The 

. 

\ 
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foll’owing sons and daughters &nstituted the family 

of this couple, of whom but two survive, ‘Mrs. Xary E. 

Sylvester, of Newberry, Greene county, and John C., of 

this review. Nancy died in I&@, Harriet E. in 1890, 
Amanda Frances in 1857 and 1Wlliam F. in 1870. 

. 

The subject’s grandfather ii-as James Warinner, a 

native of England, as xas also his wife, \rhose maiclen 

name was Elizabeth Johns. He was a minister of the 

Baptist faith, as were two of his brothers, Jacob and Iver- 

son, all three of whom devoted their lives to the preaching 

of the Gospel. Henry Vaught, the subject’s maternal 

grandfather, was born in N’orth Carolina, of German par- 

entage, ancl in early life xent to Virginia, where he mar- 

ried Nary JTrampler, who was also of Xorth Carolina 

birth. He was a man of patriotic impulses and solclierly 

qualities, serving with an honorable record during the 

11’ar of 1812 and in the lvar with Mesico. The Johns 

family as represented by the subject’s grandmother inher- 

ited an immense fortune in England, but, like so many 

similar cases, -the descendants have received no part of the 

muc11 desired wealth. 

The early life of John C. Warinner teas spent in his 

native county and state, where he receded a goocl ecluca- 

tion in private schools and under tutors. In young man- 

hood he learned the trade of carriage and wagon making 

and followed the same for a number of years, becoming 

a very efficient workman. He experienced conversion in 

1851~ and feelin, m his duty to lie in the direction of the 

ministry he soon began fittin, w himself for that holy call- 

ing, and in due time entered upon the active work of the 

same as an evangelist, in which capacity he traveled es- 
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tensively, practicing with great acceptance at many differ- 

ent points. . 

Rev. 1Varinner devoted about twenty-five years to 

ministerial work as a settled pastor, during which time he 

had charge of churches in Kentucky, Indiana and other 

states, his labors proving very successful in the strength- 

ening #of weak congregations, establishing churches in lo- 

calities of religious influences and in the conversion of 

many hundreds of souls to God. At the expiration of the 

above period he engaged in evangelistic work, to n-hi& 

he devoted some sis or seven years, and in 1872 resume,d 

his labors as a local minister, to which he has since given 

his time and energies, having been regularly ordained in 

IS7 j. During the thirty-five years in which he has been 

activelywlgagecl in the duties of his sacred office. 

In politics Rev. U’arinner holds the principles of 

the Prohibition party. He is a member of the Greene 

county bar, and served as’ deputy prosecuting attorney 

for one year, and at the present time is justice of the peace 

at Linton, which position he fills very acceptably, as the 

amount of business brought to his court attests. Frater- 

nally he belongs to Newberry Lodge, No. 166, Free and 

Accepted Masons, in which he’holds the office .of senior 

warden. He is also identified with the Independent Order 

of Odd Fellows, the Improved Order of Red Men and the 

Temple of Honor, besides being an influential factor in the 

Grand Army of the Republic post at Linton, having 

served about one year in the late Civil war in Company 

G, Thirty-first Indiana Infantry, his discharge from the 

service at the end of that time being on account of failing 

health causecl by a severe attack of measles.. 

I - 
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In July, 1S63, Mr. Warinner and Eliza Butcher, 

daughter of David and Sallie (Flora) Butcher, of YIon- 

roe county, Indiana, were made husband and wife, the 

following children having been born to this union, name- 

ly : Mary Elizabeth, now Mrs. Louis Trisler, of Bloom- 

ing-ton, and ~Villiam Henry, who died when eleven years 

old; Laura Alice, xife of James Denny, a farmer of 

Greene county; Ida >l., who married John ;Cloore, a farm- 

er residing near the city of Bloomington ; Elma L., now 

X-s. Brinson, of Monroe county; James R., also a resi- 

dent of the county of Monroe; Ella lives in Switz City, and 

Willis Wayne, a youth of thirteen in 19oS, still under the 

parental roof. Those deceased are William Henry, Eliza 

Belle and two infant daughters, \vho died unnamed. The 

wife and mother departed this life in 1569, and in 1871 

Mr. Warinner entered the marriage relation with Melcina 

Cruse, of Knoxville, Tennessee, who, after a happy 

wedded experience of a few years, was called from earth, 

dying in 1876, after bearing her husband two children, 

both of whom died in infancy. Later Rev. Warinner 

married Mary E. Chambers. She died April 25, 1902. 

c 
-- 

WILLIAM J. HAMILTON. 

The subject’s father was a native of Illinois, where 

his birth occurred in the year I&+o. Mrs. Hamilton, who 

bore the maiden name of Margaret Pickerin, was also 

born in that state, and their marriage took place in Sa- 

line county, where they continued to reside until the end 
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of their days. The Hamiltons are of Scotch descent. Re- 

mote ancestors of the subject came to America in an early 

day and settled originally $-I the South, thence scattered 

over varfous parts of the country until representatix-es of 

the family are now to be met in a number of the southern 

and central northern states. 11?lliam T. Hamilton fol- 

lowec! mechanical pursuits for a livelihood and was killed 

some years ago in a railxap accident. His first wife, bq 

IThorn he had three children, died in March. rS$3, at the 

age of thirty-five. The oldest of those children is \Villiam 

J.? of this review, after whom wmes Mary F., wife of 

Robert Bruce, of -Aakansas. The youngest ,of the number, 

Edgar, formerly a jexeler of Linton, died in this city on- 

July I, 1901. There were also three children by the sec- 

ond marriage. 

William J. Hamilton is a native of Illinois. born in 

the county of Saline, December 30, 1S61. Reared to agri- 

cultural pursuits, he early formed habits ‘of inclustrp and 

thrift, which, with well learned lessons of self-reliance, 

gave to his life, while yet in the formation period. the 

proper bent, that as the years went by led to the develop- 

ment of a well rounded characteJ and the laying- of plans 

for his future course of action. His educational training 

embraced about the usual attendance at the public ~~l~o~o1~, 

and as soon as old enough to be of service his labors were 

utilized on the farm. Later he worked for a period of 

eight years minin, o- coal, meantime moving to Greene 

county, Indiana, of which he has since been an honored 

resident. In rSSS Mr. Hamilt&n effected a co-partnership 

in the clrug business with 11’illiam Ferrell, opening a store 

in Linton, which they conducted together about three or 

. 

: 



four years, when the subject purchased his partner’s in- .. 

terest and has since conducted the establishment alone. --. 

From a modest beginning he-has gradually enlarged the 

scope and volume of the business until he has the largest 

and most complete establishment of the kind in the city, 

carrying full lines of drugs, patent medicines, sundries 

and other kinds of goods which druggists usually handle, 

to which he has also added a jewelry department, where, 

in connection with the retail trade, all kinds of repairing 

and refining are clone by skillful artisans employed for t!le 

purpose. Mr. Hamilton is an accomplished pharmacist, 

careful in the c,onipoundin, p of medicines and filling pre- 

scriptions, and his long esperience in the business has 

made him thoroug-hly familiar with every detail of the 

drug trade. 

In addition to his private interests Xl-. Hamilton is 

identified with various other enterprises, having been one 

of the leading spirits in establishing the Linton State 

Bank, which was organized in 1903~ with a capital of 

twenty-five thousand dollars. On September 4, 1904. it 

was reorganized as the First National Bank of Lint.on and 

the capital increased to fifty thousand-dollars. Mr. Ham- 

ilton being electecl president, which responsible position 

he still holds and the duties of which he has discharged 

with credit to himself and to the satisfaction of the stock- 

holders, depositors and all 1vh.o transact business n-ith the 

institution. He is also a stockholder and director in the 

Linton Rolling Mills, besides owning- valuable property 

interests in both city and country, including a fine farm 

of one hundred and sisty acres in Stockton township. a 

beautiful modern residence in Linton and considerable 
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other real estate, which is growing in value with each suc- 

ceeding year. He has been more than ordinarily success- 

ful in the accumulation of material wealth, being one of. 

the financially solid men oi Linton, and to his credit be it 

said that the handsome competence now in his possession 

and the liberal income of which he is the recipient are the 

result of his well directed efforts, being in the full sense 

of the term a self-made man and the architect of his own 

fortune. 

Mr. Hamilton is a Republican, and keeps fully posted 

on the leading public and political questions of the clay, 

o,n all of which he has broad views ancl well defined opin- 

ions. At one time he was his party’s candidate for the 

legislature, and though making a gallant fight, failed 1)~ 

the insignificant majority of only two votes in favor of 

his opponent. Xot satisfied with this result, the matter 

was carried to, the house of representati\-es, where, after 

a careful esamination of the retuixs and a searching in- 

quiry into the manner in which the election was conducted, 

he was seated about the middle of the term and served. 

with a creditable record as a lawmaker from 1902 to 1904. 

inclusive? was placed on several important committees and 

to,ok an active and influential part 71 the general delibera- 

tions of the house. As a member of the city council he 

has been instrumental in bringing about much important 

municipal legislation and he has also served on the l,ocal 

school board, besides filling various other positions of 

honor and trust. He is a Royal Arch Mason and a mem- 

ber of the Order of Elks, in both of which he has been an 

active worker, serving each at different times in official 

capacities. 

i 
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Mr. Hamilton has been twice married, the first tim‘e 

in 1889 to Laura Turner, daughter of Thomas and Sarah 

31. Turner, of Linton, who died January $ 1892, leaving 

one child, a son by the name of Wayne, who is now in the 

third year of the city high school. Mr. Hamiltou mar- 

ried his present wife, Emma Hatfield, daughter of Ale 

and Christian Hatfield, of Bedford, who are engaged in 

the hotel business there,, in the month of July, 1897, two 

children resulting from the union, Mary H. and Mildred, 

both bright and promisin, O- misses in whom are centered 

many fond hcpes for the future. 

Mr. Hamilton is essentially a man of affairs, and it 

is to his clear brain, well balanced judgment and sound 

business ability that many important interests of Greene 

county are indebted for their success. 

HOK. JOHN A. RIDDLE. 

To the subject of this review we may refer with pro- 

priety and satisfaction as being one of the able and repre- 

sentative members of the legal przfession in Greene 

county, and that he is a native son of this part of the 

Hoo.sier state lends something to the significance of the 

prestige which he has here attained. John A. Riddle was 

born September 16, 1872, near Cincinnati, Greene county, 

the son of Jonathan and Amanda E. (Carmichael) Riddle, 

natives, respectively, of North Carolina and Indiana. 

These parents reared a family of the following children : 

Daniel V.: Jasper, Sarah J., wife of R. B. Yerian; Sey- 

. 
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mom-, John A. Milford, Oscar, Mrs. Ida E. Mitchell and 

Bertha, who married J. F. Weismari, all living and doing 

well in their respective place of residence. John IV. Car- 

michael, father of Mrs. Riddle, served in the Civil war 

as captain in the Thirty-first Indiana Infantryr, and three 

of Mrs. Riddle’s brothers also took part in that struggle, 

viz. : Andrew J., William and Stephen Riddle, all of whom 

did noble sewice in defending their country’s flag and 

earned honorable reputations as brave and gallant soldiers. 

The early educational training of John ;A. Riddle was 

acquired in die public schools, foll~o~~~ecl by a full course 

in the high school in Bl~omfielcl, and later he pursued the 

more advanced branches of learning in the State Uni- 

versity, lyhere he made substantial progress and earned an 

honorable reputation as a student. In his choice of pro- 

fessions he decided upon the law, and in clue time beg-an 

the study of the same under competent instruction, and 

after acquiring a knowledge of the futiclaniental principles 

of jurisprudence w-as, duly admitted to the bar and c,om- . 

menced practicing at Bloomfield ancl remained there four 

years ; then at Linton in 1901, where he soon worked into 

a lucrative legal business and won a conspicuous place 

among the rising att,orneys of Gre&e county. Fro111 I sgs 

to 1900 he servecl as cleputy prosecuting attot-ney under 

the Hon. Charles D. Hunt, and so efficiently did he clis- 

charge the duties of the position that in the latter year he 

was nominated and elected prosecutor of the judicial dis- 

trict by the largest majority ever given a candidate for 

prosecuting attorney in this district, filling the office one 

term. As prosecutor Mr. Riddle gained credit for him- 

self by ably ancl judiciously attending the duties devolv- 

. 
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ing upon him, and during his incumbency his name be- 

came a terror to lawbreakers and wrongdoers xithin 

his. jurisdiction. Entiring in his efforts to subsei7e 

one of the highest interests of the people, he brought 

many offenders to the bar of justice and secured their 

conviction, sending quite a number to the state prison. 

Among the more noted criminal ‘cases with xhich his 

name is connected and which occurred while he was 

deputy under Mr. Hunt was one for murder, in which he 

did a skillful bit of detective work by unearthing all the 

facts of the case and bringing the guilty party to answer 

for his heinous crime. 

This record of this noted case appears in NO. 155 of 

the reports of the -Indiana supreme court, under the title 

of “The Newark Murder Case.” Mr. Riddle n’ot only 

instituted proceedings which resulted in the discovery of 

the crime, the victim having been thrown in an old cis- 

tern nine years before, and after this lapse of time Mr. 

Riddle apprehended the woman’s husband, one JVilliam 

JVagoner, as the murderer and demonstrating his guilt 

by such indisputable proof as to secure his conviction and 

a sentence of life imprisonment in the penitentiary. An- 

other matter which will always redlound to his credit and 

give his name an honored place amoiyg the high-minded 

public servants of Indiana was the securing of indictments 

-against some thirty odd individuals for selling their votes, 

all of whom were convicted and disfranchised for a term 

of years, over twenty of the number suffering a most 

severe penalty. This signal victory for the purity and 

individuality of the ballot, the like of which was never 

before or since attempted in Greene county, speaks vol- 
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umes for the fearlessness of this earnest public servant, 

who in the discharge of his sworli duty knew no fear 

or favor, but made every other consideration subservient 

to the strict enforcement of the law. 

Mr. Riddle’s ability and painstaking efforts as a 

prosecut,or led to his nomination in 1906 for the office of 

judge of the circuit court, but the Democratic party be- 

ing in a hopeless minority that year he suffered defeat 

with the rest of the ticket, although making a gallant fight 

and carrying more than the normal party strength. Since 

the expiration, of his official term he has cleyoted his at- 

tention exclusively to the practice of his profession, and 

he now c,ommands an extensive and very lucrative legal 

business, not only in his own county,. but also he has a 

large clientele in the counties of Martin, Lawrence? Mon- 

roe, Owen, Morgan, Clay, Sullivan, Vigo and Marion, 

his standing as an able lawyer and successful practitioner 

giving him almost a state reputation. 

Mr. Riddle is public-spirited in ail the term implies, 

and in addition to his large legal business and the interest 

he has ever taken in political affairs, he is also actively 

and prominently identified with secret fraternal work, be- 

longing to and taking an active,part in the deliberations 

of a number of orders, among which is the Free and Ac- 

cepted Masons, including the Royal i4rcll Mason degree, 

the Benevolent and Protective. Order of Elks, in which 

he served as first exalted ruler of Lodge Xo. 866, and 

one term as district deputy grancl exalted ruler for the 

southern Indiana district, the Independent Order of Red 

Nen, the Fraternal Order of Eagles, including the Court 

of Honor, the Knights of Pythias. Ancient Order of 
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United Workmen, Ancient Order of United Mechanics, 

Modem Woodmen of the \Vorld and th,e Modern IVood- 

men of America, in all of which he has been elevated to 

positions of honor and trust. Although not identified 

with any church oi-ganization, he is a believer in religion 

and has profound respect for the wholesome influence it 

exerts as a great moral and spiritual agency for the ele- 

vation of man and betterment of society, hence he encour- 

ages all enterprises under this head and contributes to 

their support. 

Mr. Riddle was married on the ISth clay of June, 

1902, to Effie J. Hombeck, daughter of I?. M. and S. E. 

Hombeck, of Greene county, Indiana, the union result- 

ing in the birth of a daughter named Wilma Ex-eline ancl 

a son who answers to the name of Maurice Jefferson 

Riddle. Mr. Riddle is the owner of real estate in Eloom- 

field and is interested in the pFocluction of oil in the south- 

west, though he devotes his entire time to his profession. 

JAMES E. SHERWOOD. 

The family of which the subjecTof this sketch is an 

honorable representative is traceable to North Carolina, 

where certain of the Sherwoods were known to have been 

living as long ago as the colonial period, but of the time 

of their arrival in this country and the facts concerning 

the early history of the family little specific data is ob- 

tainable. The name appears in connection with the 

pioneer settlement of southwestern Indiana and since the 
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fifties it has been familiar in Greene county with the 

groxth and development of which the family has been ) .: 
activel!, and prominently identified. The Sherwoods have .:- 

5. 
not only- been among the leading agriculturists of this 

I~ j I 

part of the state, but have also been represented in busi- 
3%” 
.i 

ness and industrial circles and the learned professions, and ,” 
4 

in n-hate\-er capacity found they have honored their call- 

ing &cl reached a high standard of citizenship in their 4 

respective places of residence. 

Benjamin S. Sherwood was born in 1827 in JVash- 

ington county, Indiana, and there grew to maturity, mar- 

rying in early manhood, Sarah H. Holmes, also a native 
< 

of the county of 1Vashington, where her birth occurred in 

the year rS28. In 18,, ‘3 this couple moved to Greene 

county and took up their abode in Linton, of which place 

Mr. Sherwood n-as an early merchant, and he also served 

eight veal-s as postmaster. He was among the substan- 

tial citizens who helped make Linton a progressive, 

law abiding place, doing much to promote the town’s ad- 

vantages and induce a good class of people to become 

permanent residents. After a useful life of sixty-two 

years’ duration he was called from the scenes of his earth- 

ly struggles and triumphs, dying at Linton in the month of 

February, 1889, his wife surviving him. Later she, 

too, passed to immortality. They had a family of six 

children, whose names are as follo& : William H., 

Daniel A., Hugh M. and Mrs. Bettie J. Hardesty ; James 

B. and Edgar H., all living but Daniel A., who died in 

1879. 1iith the exception of h4rs. Hardesty, who lives 

at Sullivan, Indiana, the surviving members of the family 

reside at Linton and are doing well in their respective 

callings. 
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James B. Sherwoocl, i\ihose birth occurred in Greene 

county the ~9th day of June, 1866, was reared to usefill 

pursuits, and after receiving a good practical education 

began life for himself as a coal miner, lvhich he continued 

five years with fairly profitable results. Subsequently he 

spent seven years as a clerk, and still later was largely 

instrumental in establishing what is known as the L. T. 

Dickason Coal Company, having inclucecl Col. L. T. Dick- 

ason, of Chicago, to purchase a large body of coal lands 

near Linton. This company afterward was merged with 

the United Fourth Vein Coal Company. Later on he 

bought the land and interested Colonel Dickason in the 

purchase of the coal lands, which resulted in the organ- 

ization ancl development of the Little Giant Coal Com- 

pany. In 1903 he organized and was president and man- 

ager of the North Linton Coal Company for two and one- 

half years until its merger with the United Fourth Vein 

Coal Cmompany. He is at the present time a director and 

secretary of the latter company. 

During- the past ten years A/lr. Sherwood has been 

identified with the commercial interests of Linton and is 

also engaged in the same line of trade at the town of Cass, 

in Sullivan county! conducting a large zenera mercantile 

establishment at the former place, which is extremely 

patronized and doin g a very profitable business at the lat- 

ter point, where he employs f,our clerks to meet the de- 

mands of his patrons. His life has been one of great 

activity, and that success has rewarded his efforts is indi- 

cated by the prominent position in business circles to 

which he has risen. . 

Public-spirited and keenly interested in whatever 

73 
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tends to benefit his town and county, Mr. Sherwood has 

riever had any ambition to rise above his fellow men in the .<j 

matter of official honors, being content to be known simply . 

as a business man and to wear no other title than that of 

citizens. Politically he is a Republican, but by no means an 

active politician, and religiously the Baptist. church hdlds 

his creed. His fraternal relations are represented by the 

Masonic order, of which he has been a member for a 

number of years, and the Benevolent and Protective Or- 

der of Elks, in which he is an active and influential 

worker. 

- 

June 16, 1889, was the date on which occurred the 

marriage of James B. Sherwood and Minnie Gibson, 

daughter of the Rev. William b!t. and Margaret Gibson, 

of Linton, the family at this time consisting of six chil- 

dren, namely : Bert, Stanley, George,. Walsh, James, Jr., 

and Helen, all at home, the oldest son being a student at 

Moores Hill College. 

JOHN MORGAN LOWRY, 
c 

. 

A most interesting addition to the character and 

variety of the American people was macle by the incom- 

ing of those settlers termed the Scotch-Irish. These 
sturdy emigrants, after ranging southward from Pennsyl- 

vania along the longitudinal valleys of the Appalachian 

highlands, ultimately made their way over the mountains 

intmo the promising regions of Kgntucky ancl Tennessee. 

Here they found opportunity for home making, and to- 
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day their descendants, among whom is our subject, can 

be traced by the thousands as they have gradually drifted 

into the’neig,hboring territory. 

Some time pl’ior to the Revolution John Lowry came 

to Virginia from Ireland. Originally he came from Scot- 

land. He took part in the Revolution and was wounded 

at the battle of Camden. Having his leg shot off by a 

cannon ball, he lay on the field for three days before aid 

came. During this time he lived from the haversacks and 

canteens of dead comrades. There were three child&en, 

tn-o sons and one daughter, John, the eldest; 1Klliam Al- 

esander, second, and Betsy, the daughter. B,oth boys en- 

listed in the J1Tar of 1812. William A. was only sixteen, 

and entered the army as a fife major. Ever afterward 

he was known as Major Lowry. 

After the war he married Lavina Seigler. Shorty 

after they movecl to Bledsoe county, Tennessee, and were 

engaged in farming. Afterward they moved to Warren 

COUll ty, near McMinnville, Tennessee. He lvas still a 

farmer and owned slaves. While here he ~-as major of 

the militia and served one term in the state legislature. 

During the Civil war he was a Union man, alth,ough 

he was not in the service himself. J3e caused a number 

of Confederate prisoners tb take the oath of allegiance. 

He was an active member of the Christian church. 

He died of heart failure in 1877. They had nine children, 

seven boys and two, girls, Phillip, Francis, John, William 

Alexander, Newton, Effie, Jasper,’ VanBuren and Polk. 

William A. was born in 1Varren county, Tennessee, 

in 1822 and was eclucate.cl at Irvin College. In 1846 he 

. was married to Julia -41111 Maria 3Iorgan, of 1Vhite coun- 
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ty, who was a claughtet- of James H. and Mat-y Morgan, 

who were of Irish descent. James 1-i. Norgan was a di- 

rect descendant of General Daniel Morgan, of the Revolu- 

tion, also a relative of Gen. John H. Xurgan, of the Civil 

war. Both were members of the Cht-istian church. 

James H. Morgan clied in 1861. In I 865 Mrs. Morgan 

was tnarriecl to 111. D. Cams, a prominent minister of the 

Christian church and one of the foremost educators of 

middle Tennessee, having occupied the chair at Burritt 

College, at Spencer; Milton College, at Fal-ettsville ; hian- 

Chester College, at Manchester, and back to Burritt Col- 

lege? whet-e he died in 1879. 

. 

William A. studied medicine under Dr. Jesse Barns, 

a noted physician of Sparta, practiced medicine until early 

in 1862, lx-hen he enlisted in the Confederate set-vice UII- 

det- General Bushrocl Jolmsot~. Shortly after his enlist- 

ment he was made hospital steward, which place he held 

until he was captured by the Federals ancl placed in Rock 

Island Prison, where he remained fourteen months. 

.He ITas actively engaged in the battles of Chicka- 

mauga, Missionary Ridge and Lookout Mountain. Dur- 

ing the battle ‘of Missionary Ridge he had charge of the 

infirmary corps. On the 4th clay of February, 1865. he 

took the oath of allegiance and returned home. 

On account of the guerrilla warfare which was being 

carried on in that part of the state, which made it very 

uncon+fortable for those who had taken the oath, he I\-as 

forced to move tto Tt-ousdale county. Here General Dib- 

rell’s men had been disbanded, which tnacle conditions dif- 

ferent. By this time he had sacrificed everything he pos- 

sessecl for the lost cause. 
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In 1S71 he moved to Grundy county and engaged 

in farming. He was a member of the Christian church. 

He died in 1S79. 

They were the parents of fourteen children; three 

diecl quite young. Those who lived were Siclne\- Lisane- 

ly, Amanda, James, Harvey, Alesander G., Jennie, Alice 

Eva, Josephine, Virginia, JVillie and Mattie. 

On the maternal side Nathan Fults, grandfather of 

our subject, was also a native of Tennessee. He occupied 

himself at farming, and in the ante-bellum days was a 

slave owner. He and his wife were members of the 

Methodist denomination and took an active part in church 

work. He acquired the age of seventy-sis years and was 

the father of seven children, three sons and four 

daughters. 

Sidney Lowry, father of our subject, was born Janu- 

ary 29, 1S53, and received his early education in the pub 

lit schools of Tennessee and at home. In earli life he 

followed farming, but later, in 1SS6, turned his attention 

to mining? and has risen to the position of mine foreman. 

He is now located at Tracy City, Tennessee, and is still 

energetic and active. In 1S74 he was married to Nannie 

J. Fults. He takes a deep interest in?eligious work, be- 

ing a member of the Christian church. He is an earnest 

worker in the Sunday school, doing much to popularize 

that phase of the church life. He became the father of 

nine children, of whom the following survive : John X, 

our subject; Hugh A., of Jackson, Tennessee; Mark, at 

Tracy City Jvith his father, and Bruce, also at home. 

. John 31. Lowly, our subject, who was born in Ten- 

nessee September 13, 1S75, received such early education 
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as the local schools afforded, and later graduated from 

the Pleasant Hill Academy, at Pleasant Hill, Tennessee. 

Being interested in the subject of electricity he began to 

devote his studies to that subject and found it so inter- 

esting that he has since devoted his studies to that field. 

-4fter some experience in his native community he came 

to Indiana, taking up his studies at Rose Polytechnic. 

Upon coming to Jasonville he took charge of all the elec- 

trical machinery for the leadjng mining company there, 

and has since filled that position. 

On December 22, 1902, Mr. Lowry I\-as joined in 

marriage t,o Mattie A. Simpson, also a native of Tennes- 

see, and this union has resulted in the birth of t\\-o chil- 

dren, Raymond, born September 17~ 1903, and Harold, 

born January 2S, 1905. Mr. and Mrs. Lo\\-i-y are mem- 

bers of the Christian church and give the work their 

hearty support and co-operation. Mr. Lowry is a Demo- 

crat, but does not give milch time to politics, although he 

has consented to serve his fellow citizens in the capacit) 

of councilman. In all of his associations he makes pleas- 

ant and permanent friendships, ancl commands the high- 

est confidence in his business integrity. 

ROBERT THOMAS MCKEE. 

It is with a feeling of satisfaction that the writer es- 

says the task of touchin g upon the details of such a record 

as has been that of the honored subject whose life now 

comes under this review, for as a result of virtuous liv- 
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ing his example has been for good and his influence up- 

lifting. 

Robert T. McKee is a native of Scott county, Ken- 

tucky, where he was born August 30, 1S34, the son of 

Joseph H. and Lucinda (Bartlett) McKee, the grancl- 

father of the former having been a native of Scotland, 

who settled in Ken&y, where Robert McKee, the grand- 

father of the subject, was born and spent his life. There 

were five children in Grandfather McKee’s family, the 

subject’s father being fourth in the order of birth. Grand- 

mother McKee was a Tlodcl before her marriage, of the 

same family tree as the wife of Abraham Lincoln. The 

. father of the subject spent his early life in Kentucky, 

where he was.born in ~Sog. He came to Indiana in 1839. 

settling in Owen county. He was a millwright, having 

spent seven years as an apprentice, and following this 

trade all his life, being considered one of the best me- 

chanics in the state. He worked for seventy-five cents a 

day ancl furnished his own tools. He raised nine children, 

eight of whom were boys. He was an active member of 

the churcl~ of Christ, as was also his wife. The former 

was an elder at the time of his death in IS7j. He had 

been justice of the peace for twentbyears and was re- 

garded as a man without a blemish on his character. His 

wife was a woman of the best type and possessed more 

than ,ordinary industry, having manufactured the cldth 

from wool and flax for the clothing of her entire family 

for many years. She was born in ISI I and died in 1876. 

Robert T. McKee, the subject, had but little school- 

ing. He was compelled to assist in supporting the family, 

working with his father until he was twenty years old, 
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when he was married to Margaret McIndoo. to which 

unifon six children were born, all now deceased. His wife i 

died November A, IS~O. Two years later the subject 

married Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson (nee Birdsell). One 

child, who is now deceased, was born to this union. This 

wife lived until December 13, 1S74. In July, IST;, Mt-. 

McKee married his third and last wife, who was Mrs. 

Martha 11’aggoner. Four children ‘were born to this 

union, the second dying in infancy. Rhoda, the first child, 

is the wife of Walter G. Burchau; James G. is married 

and has one child; Maggie D. is the wife of Samuel Jef- 

fers. X11 of these children are active Christians. 

Mr. McKee commenced life without means and had 

a hard struggle to get a start and care for a family, but 

his industry and persistency, coupled with sound judg- 

ment and honesty of purpose, s’oon began to bring tangible I 
results, as such principles always will n-hen properly al>- 

pliecl, ancl the subject was able to begin farming on a 

large scale after following the life of a mechanic for a 

few years. He farmed for sis years and was becoming 

well established xhen he heard his, country’s call for loyal 

citizens to assist in saving the Union, and, with no regrets, 

Mr. McKee severed home tiesyleft his plo\\- and slioul- 

clerecl a musket, enlisting in ISGI in Company B, Thirty- 

first Indiana Volunteer Infantry, subsequently taking part 

in’the engagements, of this regiment at the front, haI-ing 

fought at Shiloh. Corinth, Chickamatiga and many 

) others ,of minor importance. He u-as twice wounded, 

. 
once severely, in the battle of Chickamauga, where he 

was captured and held for twelve days, when he was 

paroled and sent to the hospital, later returning to his 
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command, with which he remained until September I j, 

1864. He never missed a roll call without permission, 

was never arrested or placed in the guard house during 

his service. Six of Mr. McKee’s brothers were also gal- 

lant soldiers in the Union Army and the husband of his 

sister, Orin J. Tally, was the first member of the 

regiment lost, he dying at Henderson, Kentucky. James 

TV. ) our subject’s oIdest brother, was capturecl and thron-n 

in prison at Aiiclersonville, where he was kept for one 

year, being so reduced by starvation that he died in Golds- 

borough? North Carolina. His brother, Alexander C., 

was also in the Andersoiiville prison for a year. -Albert 

B. McKee, the subject’s brother, was wounded in the arm, 

which caused it to remain stiff. 

Robert T. McKee has been prosperous since the war, 

now owning three hundred and sistj- acres of as good 

land as is to be found in Greene county, all under a high 

state of improvement. Nineteen acres of this is within 

the corporate limits of Lyons, on which the subject has 
. 

-*i- I 
a comfortable residence in which he lives. This land is 

all in the hands of his family, bein, 0- managed and I\-orked 

by them. However, Mr. McKee superintends the work 

as much as possible, for his ability af an agriculturist is 

perhaps unaqualed by any man in the county. despite his 

aclvanced age. 

The subject has had a remarkable record in that he 

never swore an oath in his life, never attended a dance or 

party and never plaJ*ed a game of cards or gamblecl in any 

way. He is grateful for this fact now in his old age, and 

also thankful that he has been prosperous enough that his 

last years will not be spell .t in want. He joined the church 
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of Christ n-hen nineteen years old and has been an active 

worker ever since in this church. Politically he is a Re- 

publican and always stands for clean politics and he is 

admired for his honest, clean and sober private and busi- 

ness life. 

TT’ILLIAM F. 11’OLFORD. 

So citizen of Linton, Indiana? in recent years left so 

indelible an imprint of his sterling worth and strong per- 

sonality on the minds and hearts of his friends and ac- 

quaintances as did the subject of this life record, who, 

through many years of toil and endeal-or, showed how 

honesty of purpose and the following of the old “golden 

rule” in eveq avenue of life would gain success in busi- 

ness, genuine respect in social life and a high place in 

the moral and religious world. 

1T’illiam F. 1Yolforc1, son of John 11,‘. and Martha E. 

1Yolforc1, was born near Linton, Greene count)-, Septem- 

ber 18~ 1867, and he was summoned to close his earthly 

career by the Shepherd “who giveth his beloved sleep” on 

November 17, 1906, at the age of tbrty-nine years. He 

was the third son in the order of birth, and he spent his 

early life on the old homestead, assisting his father in the 

farm work and availing himself of every opportunity to 

develop himself mentally until 1886, when he left his par- 

ental roof and entered a store in Linton, clerking for his 

father and brothers. So readily did he take to the mer- 

cantil business that he became a member of the firm of 

Wolford & Sons in 1889, and ever after this to the close 

: 

1 \ 
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of his life he was fully identified with them in all their 

affairs, finally becomin, m manager of this immense busi- 

ness concern, and as such he was painstaking and untiring 

in seeing that those having business dealings with the 

firm were treated with the utmost fairness and uniform 

kindness, and his careful and minute knowledge of the 

business which he had in hand caused it to grow from 

year to year in importance and influence. 

The subject was joined in marriag-e to Cynthia J. 

Olgus, Oct,ober 20, 1889, to which happy union three 

bright children were born, fillin, m their home with acldi- 

tional sunshine. They are Thacldeus, Clifton and Charles 

L. 

Mr. \Volforcl was converted to the Christian religion 

in 1SS6 and was baptized into the fellowship of Olive 

Branch Baptist cl~urcl~ by the Rev. Buchanan August 13, . . 

1889, and by letter became a constituent member of the 

First Baptist church of Linton. From the first he threw 

his energy into the work of the church, sharing in its joys 

and sorrows, and bearing a very large share of its 

burdens. 

In his social life Mr. 1Volforcl was just as popular 

as in business. He was always pleasa& entertaining and 

equally courteous to all classes of people. While his busi- 

ness occupied the major part of his time he always f,ouncl 

a few moments to devote to! social life. In secret circles 

he was a member of the Metropolitan Lodge, Knights of 

Pythias, of which he was a leading and influential mem- 

ber. Of this order he had held several offices, and at the 

time of his death was first lieutenant of the uniform rank. 

-Though a young man in years Mr. \Volford had en- 

. 
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deared himself to all with whom he came in contact by 

his genial and unwavering good nature, which mani- 

fested itself in every act of his life. A Christian by choice, 

yet he numbered among his friends skeptics of the most 

ultra views ; and he held their respect by his upright and 

manly walk before all mankind. He bent no humble knee 

that wealth might follow fawning. The poor and humble 

found in him a friend and well-wisher. The. life of Xl-. 

Wolford furnishes a striking esample to other young men 

just entering- on a business career, and if they follow up 

his ideals success cannot help but crown their efforts, for 

in the short years allotted to him he measured up to the 

standard, leaving behind him the richest heritage of which 

any man is capable-a good name. 

1VILLIAbI OLGUS. 

This IveIl-known, highly esteemed and useful citizen 

of ‘Greene county, who has some time since “joined the 

choir invisible of the immortal dead,” was the father of 

Mrs. William F. Wolforcl, of Lchnton, Indiana, and he 

was universally regarded among his numerous friends 

and acquaintances as a man of many admirable attributes. 

His earthly career was closed on June 20, rS90, at the 

residence of John IV. 1Volforc1, after a long illness. Ml-. 

Olgus n-as in his sixty-second year, and n-as a native of 

Prussia, from which country lie emigrated lvith his par- 

ents in IS-F+ His .father settled on a farm that for 

forty-seven years was the home of the deceased, clur- 
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ing which time he built LIP the place to a high state of 

cultivation and general improvement, at the same time 

making his influence felt for good morals, clean pditics 

and sound civic life throughout his community. 

. 

1Villiam Olgus was one of the many well-to-do Ger- 

man-American families, who, by patient industry, frugal 

habits and honest clealings, had acted well his part in 

life’s strenuous battle. After his death one who knew him 

well paid this splendid tribute to his memory : “Not a 

dishonest dollar ever passed through his hands.” 

,The subject was raised by Catholic parents, but he 

never affiliatecl with that cl~~wd~, often attending services 

at Protestant churches, contributing to their support. He 

was a peaceful, cluiet and truthful citizen, who never had 

a law suit nor a personal difficulty with his neighbors, 

and it is doubtful is he ever had an enemy. 

. 

JOHN STAFFORD TAYLOR. 

Among the representative farmers of Greene county 

is the subject of this review, who is theowner of eighty- 

five acres of good land and is carlying on the various cle- 

partments of his enterprise with that discretion and en- 

ergy which always insure success. Mr. Taylor was born 

in Fle&ng county, Kentucky, February 2 I, I 838, the 

son of Richard Oglesby Taylor. Grandfather Taylor 

came to America from England and settled in Virginia, 

where he farmed until the War of 1S12, when he enlisted 

and was killed in battle. He was of a family of four boys 

and three girls, one brother having come to America. 
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Richard Taylor, father of the subject, was born in Appo- 

mattox county, Virginia. Having been bound out to an 

uncle in early life he never attended school a day. Re- 

maining on his uncle’s farm and working with the slaves 

until he was nineteen years old, he ran away and went 

to Kentucky, where he learned the miller’s trade, in time 

becoming an expert miller, having no superior in the Ohio 

valley, working in one mill for thirty-two years. He came 

to Greene county, Indiana; in rS39, buying a farm of two 

hundred and eighty acres, all timbered, which he .cleared, 

improved and made a farm on which he lived during the 

\ remaining days of his life, having died there July zS, 

ISSj, at the age of seventy-four years. He married 

Louise Williams, who was a Dunkard in religious faith. _ 

He was a Free Mason and a member of the Christian 

church. Eight children were born to them, five of whom 

are living in 190s. 

John S. Taylor, our subject, attended subscription 

schools in Kentucky until he was sixteen years old and 

was raised to work in the flouring mills, having begun 

when he left school and worked continuously in various 

mills until he was twenty-four, when he left his work and 

offered his services in defense bf the Union, having enlist- 

ed in Company H, Sixteenth Kentucky Infantry, in ISGI, 

serving seventeen months as a soldier in his native state. 

At the time President Lincoln issued his amnesty proc- 

lamation five hundred members of this regiment, includ- 

ing the subject, laid clown their arms and never returned 

to seTice. After this the subject workecl at various kincls 

of empl~oyment in western states and in Arkansas, then . 

he returned to Greene county, Indiana, and settled on 

a farm, a part of his father’s old place, in 11’rig-ht town- 
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ship, where he has since resided, the farm consisting of 

eighty-six acres, all but six being under the plow. 

Mr. Taylor was married December 26, rS67, to 

Sarah E. RTel, daughter of Moses and Lucinda (Gilmore) 

Reel, the former of North Carolina and the latter of Vir- 

ginia, the father having been five years olcl when he was 

brought to Indiana, his parents settling in Knox county, 

where he farmed and operated a saw-mill when he reached 

manhood. He was a soldier in the Black Hawk war. 

George Reel, uncle of the subject, was a soldier in the 

1Yar of ISI2. The Taylor family has always adhered 

to the Presbyterian faith. Six children have been born 

to the subject and wife as follows : Mores \Y.> born -4u- 

gust ,IS, 1869, is single ; Elmer, born ,April IS, 1S71, 

who has a wife and eight children, is living on part of 

his father’s farm; Louise E., who was born September 

7, 1S72, is the wife of Benjamin Luncl and has four chil- 

dren; Harriett, who was born July 17, IS75, is the wiclow 

of Charles A. Bledsoe, and the mother of four boys ; 

James Franklin, who was born April 29, 1S77, is.married 
/ and living in Bloomington, attending the State Uni- 

versity; Cooper, who was born March 6, 1S79, is married 

and living at Jasonville. 
* 

Mr. Taylor is’ a Missionary Baptist and his wife is 

a Presbyterian. He is an independent voter, and always 

casts his ballot for the best man, being public-spirited and 

desirous of witnes$ng’the triumph of the right in political 

and all other questions. He takes an active Dart in church 

work, having been superintendent of the Sunday school 

. at his home church for serenteen years. Hd was super- 

intendent of the first Sunday school in \T’right township, 

which continued for one year. 
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HIRAM TURVEY. 

In an analysis of the character of this well-known 

citizen of Linton n-e find the qualities of upright man- 

hood-loyalty in citizenship, reliability in business and 

conscientiousness in the discharge of the duties of private 

and public life-and these are so combined as to make his 

a strong personality, commanding respect and confidence. 

hlr. Turvey has been a resident of this city from its in- 

fancy, having come here when only a few houses stood on 

the. site of a now bustling population of over ten thou- 

sand people, and which in a few decades promises to be- 

come one of the most important cities of the state. The 

subject has been identified with its growth, which has 

been phenomenal, having from the first had that innate 

foresight to see the future possibilities of the place, and 

having confined his energies to this locality, it has bene- 

fited him and he has undoubtedly been of great benefit 

to its upbuilding. It is with more than ordinary interest 

that we read of this man, who, with only fifty cents in 

his pocket, and no other worldly wealth, came to this 

town, and, after two decades of zndeavor, has become 

one of the most prominent and successful business*men 

there, being at present an extensive property owner and - 

the dominating spirit in several large enterprises. 

Mr. Turvey was born in Wood county, West Vir- 

ginia. February 2 I, 1849, the son 01 Geprge and Adeline 

(Leashure) Turvey. The former and his brother, Mor- 

dica, and one brother of the subject were all members of 

Company E, Eleventh West Virginia Volunteers, and 

served throughout the war as defenders of the Union. 
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The father of the subject died in Jackson county, Ohio, 

where he settled after the war, as a result of a wound re- 

ceived in the battle of New Creek, J\‘est Virginia, while 

s’erving under General Phil Sheridan in the Shenandoah 

Valley campaign. The mother of the subject also passed 

away in Jackson county, Ohio. They were the parents of 

three sons and four daughters, five of whom are now liv- 

.ing. They are Harrison A., living on a farm in Jackson 

county,. Ohio; Hiram, our subject, ; Emily F., deceased, 

who was Mrs. Barnard and lived in Jackson county, Ohio; 

Martha J., now Mrs. Crighton, of Plain City, Ohio; 

Perry, a farmer near Springfield, Ohio; Anna E.,’ now 

Mrs. Staggs, of Columbus, Ohio; Mary *Alice Davis, 

cleceased, late of Madison Mills, Ohio’. 

Hiram Turvey, the subject, was educated in the pay 

schooIs of 1T”est Virginia up to his sixteenth year, when 

he accompanied his paternal family to Jackson county, 

Ohio., where he completed his minority on a farm. Then 

he came to Linton, Indiana, in 1887 and was engaged 

in mining, which profession he learned in Ohio. He fol- 

lowed this work for about. twelve years, when he joined 

a corporation and purchased eight hundred acres of coal 

lands, operating three mines as t3e Island Valley Coal 

&lining Company, of which Mr. Turvey was a director. 

This company was dissolvecl in 1904 and the subject be- 

came identified with the Sugar Valley Coal Company, of 

TVest Terre %I’aute, with which he is now connected as a 

stgockholder and director. He is president of the Linton 

Ice and Cold Storage Company, of which he was one of 

the organizers, and which is capitalized at forty thou- 

sand dollars. Mr. Turvey is the owner of five substan- 

tial residences, which bring him in a good rental. 

74 
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The subject was married in September? 1867, to Har- 

rie%t L. Harper, a native of Jackson county, Ohio, daugh- 

ter of C. N. and Jamia Harper, of Jackson county, Ohio, 

both deceased. She has, proved a faithful helpmeet, aad 

to her encouragement Mr. Turvey owes much of his splen- 

did achievement. They have no children. Both are mem- 

bers of the Baptist church. Mr. Turvey has always been 

a stanch Republican. He was secretary and treasurer 

.of the town of Linton before it was incorporated as a 

city. He has been a member of the Knights of Pythias 

for the past nineteen years, and was also a member of the 

Sons of Veterans in Ohio, but is now not affiliated with 

the latter organization. 

FRANK A. GAGEBY. 

This well-known business man of Linton was born 

at Blooming-ton, Illinois, March 12, 1865, the son of 

James and Huldah (Horine) Gageby, natives of Greens- 

burg, Indiana, and Bloomingt,on, Illinois, respectively. 

James Gageby was a buildin g?ontractor, which profes- 

sion he became well informed in and made a success in 

every particular, having erected many large buildings in 

cities and numerous fine residences all over the country. 

He died at Greensburg, Indiana, in 1886, age fifty-nine 

years. The subject’s mother, who was a woman of fine 

traits, died at Bloomington, Illinois, in 1868. Three 

sons were born t,o them, of whom George is the oldest. 

He is a farmer at Greensburg, Indiana. Frank A., the 
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subject of this sketch, was the second son of James Gage- 

by, and JVood was the youngest child. He is in the dairy 

business at Greensburg, Indiana. 

The Gageby family moved from Bloomington, Illi- 

nois, to Greensburg, Indiana, in 1868, the mother of the 

subject having died prior to this removal. The subject 

of this sketch lived on a farm at Greensburg until he was 

twenty years old. He was educated in the public schools 

there, later taking a four years’ course in Alleghany Col- 

lege, at Meadville, Pennsylvania, graduating from that 

institution in the spring of ISgo in the scientific and en- 

gineering department. He took up civil engineering as 

a private study, and he has since devoted his life prin- 

cipally to that work. He has been employed in rai1roa.d 

engineering, mine work, city engineering and other simi- 

lar lines of work. 

In the spring of 1908 he was nominated on the Re- 

publican ticket for the office of county surveyor of 

Greene county. His nomination was generally regarded 

as a fortunate one, for he stands high in his profession. 

He came to Linton in the capacity of engineer of the 

Island Coal Company in ISgq, and he has been a resident 

of that town ever since. He was ggaged in sewer build 

ing in Martinsville, Indiana, for one year. He is at 

present (1908) chief engineer of the sanitary sewer sys- 

tem now building in Linton. 

Mr. Gageby was married in October, 1894, to Dora 

Hatfield (nee Mrs. Osborn). She is the daughter of Xle 

Hatfield, a hotel proprietor in Bedford, Indiana. The 

subject and wife have one living- child, 1Vood, who is 

twelve years old ( 1908). 



1172 BIOGRiPHICXL MEMOIRS 

The subject is a member of the Benevolent and Pro- 

tective Order of Elks and he has attained the thirty-sec- 

ond degree in Masonry. B,oth he and his wife are mem- 

bers of the Methodist church in Linton. 

HENRY GASTINEAU. 

This well-known citizen and business man of Lintoti 

was bolx in Stockton township, Greene county, Decem- 

ber 4, 1870. He is a son of Levi and Rachel (Hatfield) 

Gastineau, both natives of this county. T!le former was 

a pioneer farmer, having spent all his mature years oc 

a farm. He found farm work a pleasure, and, being in. 

dustrious, made the work a success. He died at the age 

of fifty years and his wife at the age of fifty-nine years. 

They had a family of thirteen children? of whom nine 

are living. They are Marion, Ann West, James, Martha 

Rose, Bettie Haseman, Patience, P. E., Grant and Henry. 

James is a plumber living in Alhambra, California. P. E. 

is a passenger conductor living in Indianapolis. At pres- 

ent he is connectecl with the~Indianapolis Sr Vincennes 

Railroad Corripany. Grant is a farmer near Palestine, 

Illinois. 

Henry Gastineau, the subject of this sketch, was 

reared on the old home place, and farmed until he was 

twenty-four years old. He was educated in the public 

schools in Stockton township, near Linton, to which city 

he moved in 1894. H’e has been engaged in the mer- 

cantile and real estate business since that time. He was in 
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the general merchandise business for two pears, since 

which time he has devoted hi? energies to buying, selling 

and building in all kinds of real estate. He built the Gas- 

tineau block on \Yest Vincennes street in 190-F. It is one 

of the handsomest blocks in the city, the building cost- 

ing about twenty-five thousand dollars. He owns a two- 

story stone-front buildin, m on North Main street and two 

residences. In 1900 he took a six-months trip to the 

Pacific coast and California to visit his brother, James, 

and through the south. 

The subject was married in 1897 to Sarah XcKeag, 

a native ,of Greene county. She livecl but two years after 

her marriage. The subject married his present wife, Xet- 

tie A. Jeffers, in 1goz. She was reared near Riley, In- 

diana. Two daughters have been born to this union, Hen- 

rietta, born May I 7, 1901, and Opal, born June 2, 1907. 

Mr. Gastineau is a member of the ~~roocln~en~ of the 

World and of the Knights of Pythias and Knights and 

Ladies of Honor. His political views are always with 

the Republicans, but he has never held office. He is a 

member lof the Baptist church and his wife belongs to 

the Methodist church. The Gastineau family are mostly 

members of the Christian church. ~ They are of French 

antecedents. The Hatfield family as represented by the 

mother of the subject were among the pioneers of Greene 

county, Indiana, having come here from Tennessee. 

Mr. Gastineau is regarded as ‘one of Linton’s best 

business men, and he stands high, not only in the busi- 

ness worlcl, but in all circles of that tit!., o\\-ing to his 

honorable business methods, his courteous manners and 

his upright principles. 

..I_^ 1.. ..-- -11 .“, .-__p_. 
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T\-ILLIAM FLETCHER CORNELIUS. 

\lriIlian~ F. Cornelius, the subject, was born in Louis- 

ville, Kentucky, July 30, 1844. He was educated at Corp- 

den Academy in the common branches and later took a 

business course in the Louisville Business College. Soon 

after he left school he enlisted in Cornyany I<, Eighty- 

first Indiana Volunteer Infantry: in 1863, and sersTed 

until the close of the xa.r, being mostl!- on detached 

service, in which capacity he was sent to Greene COUII- 

ty, Indiana. He was deputy postmaster for two years 

and postmaster for fifteen years follo\ving that. He 

took LIP a permanent residence in Linton in September, 

1869, and has been there continuously LIP to the present 

time. He establishecl a grocery and provision store in 

1874, operatin, m his commercial business in connection 

with the postoffice. He was engaged in general macadam- 

izing for sis years. His place of business was burned 

out in 1883, causing a loss of seven thousand dollars. 

Since then he has been engaged in the real estate and in- 

surance business. He had begun this business before his 

misfortune and has been thirty-four years in all in this 

work. He has a good list of old-l&e insurance companies : 

The subject was married April 8, 1874. to Alice V. 

Osborn, daughter of David L. and Annie E. (Buck) Os- 

born. The subject and wife had the following children: 

Maudie, who died when eighteen months old; Myrtle, 

wife of TJ’illiam Smitherman, an .electrician, in Chicago; 

Ann, wife of John T. Bennett, an engineer, located in 

Shelburn, Indiana; David W. is a young man of escep- 

tionally high literary attainments, who graduated in the 
l 
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Linton high school before he was sixteen years old and 

from De Pauw University before he was twenty-one. 

He then became assistant instructor in physics and civil 

engineering at Purdue University and is now in the Uni- 

versity of California. 

The subject is the son of William H. and Sarah A. 

(Robbins) Cornelius, the former a native of Kentucky and 

the latter a native of Massachusetts. They were of Eng- 

lish and Scbtch descent. The Robbins family trace their 

ancestors to a family of this name who came to America 

with the Pilgrims in the Mayflower. The subject’s moth- 

er was a teacher. After coming to Ohio she married 

William H. Cornelius at Georgetown in 1837. The fl:ni- 

ly lived at Corydon, Indiana, on the route of the hforgan 

raid during the Civil war, and their house was raided by 

them. A considerable battle was fought there and ninety- 

six of B!organ’s men were killed. The subject assistec-! 

in burying them. William Cornelius was a minister in the 

Methodist Episcopal church who was transferred from 

the Kentucky to the Indiana conference in 1849. He 

was born 1817 and died in 1874. His wife was born in 

1821 and died in 1865. 

The subject is a member of th@‘Iethodist Episcopal 

church, in which he takes an active part: He has held 

nymerous offices in the church. He is a member of the 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, being one of the 

charter members of the Linton (Indiana) Lodge. His 

father was a thirty-third degree Mason. He is a Repub- 

lican and a recognized pension attorney. He owns two 

hundred and forty acres of farming land in Grant town- 

ship, Greene county, Both he and his wife are stockhold- 
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ers in the First National Bank in Linton. He has always 

been successful in his business ventures and is highly re- 

spected in the town where he now lives. 

LEALDAS S. FORBES. 

Lealdas S. Forbes holds in a most creditable man- 

ner the responsible position of bookkeeper and paymaster 

for the Summit Coal and Mining Company, I\-ith offices in 

Linton. He was born at Moores Hill, Dearborn county, 

Indiana, January r 3. 1858, the son the the Rev. Lealdas 

Forbes, who was a pioneer minister of considerable liote 

in the Methodist church in Indiana, his first work in this 

state including twenty-seven appointments. among which 

xas Bloomfield, Spencer and 1170rthington. He was a 

self-educated man? working his way tllrough college later 

in life. He became principal of the Ladies Seminary at 

BloomfieIcl, under the jurisdiction of the Methodist con- 

ference of Indiana, the old buildings being ~ubsecpently 

used for the village high school. He also owned a farm 

near Mineral City, where most of his family \vere reared. 

He was engaged in active x01-k in the Indiana conference 

for fifty-four years, during &hi& time he became one of 

the most noted ministers in the stdte. He was three times 

married and had two children by each marriage, a son 

and a daughter. The subject of this sketch is the 

youngest living child. the other survivors being &Trs. 

Louisa Farro, of Trace>-. Minnesota ; Mrs. Libbie A. Fel- 

low, of Los Angeles. California, one from each union. 

=--ii- ..-.- _- --. -- 
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The subject’s father died at Le Roy, Illinois, May 33, 

1896, and his last wife died in Bloomfield in Igoa. The 

latter’s maiden name was Rachael Fisher, whose record 

harks back to Revolutionary stock, her grandfather, Ma- 

thias Fisher, being one of the patriots captured by the 

Indians at the mouth of Laughrie creek and sold to the 

French and held prisoners on the Island of Montreal until 

they eff ectecl their escape. The Fisher family were all 

liberally educated and n-ere teachers. They were of 

Scotch ancestry. 

Lealdas Forbes, our subject, was educated in the pub- 

lic schools, at the State University and De Paw Uni- 

versity, in each of which he made splendid records for 

scholarship, graduating from the last named in the law 

department in I 885, after which he practiced law at 

Bloomfield for th;ee years with marked success, being 

deputy prosecuting attorney for t\~o years. Then he went 

to Marshall, Minnesota, where he practiced for two J-ears, 

when his father’s health failed, causing our subject to re- 

turn home and take charge of the farm, which he SLIC- 

cessfully managed until 1896. He was in the employ of 

the McCormick Harvesting Nachine Cornpan>- for txo 

years. He was deputy county audit&- from 1898 to 1903, 

since which time he has occupied his present position, ha\-- 

ing moved from Bloomfielcl to Linton in >Iay, 1901. In 

all this work he showed a marked executive ability. 

Mr. Forbes married August IA? ISS;, Ella Lowcler, 

the accomplished daughter of Dr. and Mrs. H. R. Lo\\-- 

cler, of Bloomfield. Mr. and Mrs. Forbes ha\-e five liv- 

ing children and one deceased. They are Elsie, Julia, 

May, Herbert, Rowena and Mildred, all living at home. 
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The first two named are graduates of the Linton high 

school and Elsie is a student (1908) in the State Uni- 

versity. Lealda died at the age of one year. Herbert L. 

is in his junior year at the high school. 

Fraternally Mr. Forbes is a charter member of the 

Xcolade Lodge, Xo. 63, Knights of Pythias, at Bloom- 

field, where he still holds his membership. He is also a 

member of the Uniform Rank, No. 93, of Linton, and 

is a charter member of the Benevolent and Protective Or- 

der of Elks, Lodge No. 866, at Linton. He belong-s to 

the ~~Toocln~en of the ~Vorltl. He has been chancellor 

commander and representative to the grand lodge of the 

Knights of Pythias, being a member of the encampment 

rank. Mr. Forbes, wife and eldest daughter are members 

of the Methodist church. Politically the subject has al- 

ways been a Republican, following in the footsteps of his 

father, n-ho n-as one #of the organizers of that party, and 

who supported John C. Fremont for the presidency in 

1856. 
Mr. Forbes is generally popular wherever he goes, 

and is held in high esteem by every one who knows him, 

both in business and pri\;ate life. 

4. 
- 

CLIXTON DUDLEY HISSON. 

The two most strongly .marked characteristics of 

both the east and the west are combined irr the residents 

of the section of the country of which this volume treats. 

The enthusiastic enterprise which overleaps -all obstacles 

. 
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and makes possibIe almost any undertaking in the com- 

paratively new and vigorous western states is here, tem- 

pered by the stable and more conservative policy that we 

have borrojved from our eastern neighbors, and the com- 

bination is one of peculiar and unusual force and power. 

This happy combination of characteristics is possessed by 

the subject of this review. 

Clinton Dudley Hison was born in the Buckeye state, 

January 2 5, 1856, the son of Benjamin and Elizabeth 

(Myers) Hisson, the former also an Ohioan by birth, 

claiming Fayette county as the spot of his nativity, which 

is one of the richest and best counties of the state, and, 

useless to say,, Benjamin Hisson was a prosperous 

farmer in that favored section. However, being allured 

by the greater inducements of’ Greene county, Indiana, he 

1 moved from his native heath to the site of the present 

thriving- city of Linton when it was but a clot on the 

map. Here he purchased a large farm which is now a 

i leading portion of the residence section of the city-East 

A street. The subject of this sketch still lives on a lot of 
. 

the original farm, now peopled with fashionable resi- 

dences. Benjamin H&on lived on the old homestead 

until his death in March, 1869, at tKe early age of forty- 

. 

three years. The mother of “Dudley,” as he is familiarly 

called by his friends, was of German parentage, and she 

passed away in 1905, at the age of seventy-nine years, 

after a consecrated Christian life. Four sons were born 

to Benjamin and Elizabeth Hisson, namely: John and 

William, deceased ; Lucian, a resident of Linton, and Cfin- 

ton Duclley, our subject. 

. 

Mr. Hisson, who was reared on a farm, naturally 
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took to agricultural pursuits and farmed successfully all 

his life up to 1907, since which time he has been asso- 

ciated with his sons in the llarclware business in Linton, 

in xhich he has been successful, a substantial trade hav- 

ing been built up with the city and surrouncling country 

by his sons several years previous. 

The-subject was united in the bonds of matrimon\- to 

Amanda Craig in April, 1883. She is the daughter of 

Thomas Craig, at that time a well-known citizen of 

Greene county. Two children have been born to this 

union : Lee, age t\\-enty-two, in 1908, who married Jo- 

sephine Jewel, of ‘\I-orthington, is father of one child and 

lives in Linton ; Otto, the seconcl son of the subject, is 

eighteen years old and has resiclecl in Linton for some 

time. Both boys are very promising business people, hal*- 

ing shown from the first that they possessed the necessar! 

prerequisites to succeed in the world of strenuous en- 

deavor and keen competition. 

The subject delights to tell of the days xhen his 

father lived on the farm consisting of two hundred ancl 

seven acres, when the surrounding countr!- in the vicinit), 

of Linton was covered witl* dense woods. That xvas 

u-hen the vast unclerl+g coal deposits lvere unknown. 

’ The roads were so bad in those days that Xr. Hisson 

kept two oxen j-oked all the time for the purpose of pull- 

ing teams out of the mud on A street. 

Our subject is highly honored in ‘the congregation of 

the Methodist Episcopal church, being- a trustee of the 

same, performing these duties methodically as he does his 

private business affairs. He is a member of the Knights 

of Pythias and is regarded as a stalxart Democrat and is 
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proud of it, for he is the only Hixson of his family name 

-that is a supporter of this party. No citizen of Linton or 

the community where he resided before moving to the city 

stands in. higher regard and popular approval than the 

subject of this sketch. 

EDJVARD BERNS. 

-Among the well-known business men of Linton is 

he n-hose career is here set forth, a gentleman of 

social standing and sterling worth, whose connection with 

leading financial institutions of the city indicates ability 

of a high prder and faithfulness in the discharge of im- 

portant official functions. The Berns family is of German 

origin, as is also the Linderman’s, the subject’s antece- 

dents on the maternal side. Peter Berns, Edxarcl’s 

grandfather1 a native of the Rhine, immigrated to this 

country many years ago, and in due time moved westlvard 

to Indiana, locating in Greene county when the country 

was a wilderness, securing a tract of wild land, which in 

the course of a few years he improved.ancl converted into 

a good home. He was a typical pioneer of the early day, 

strong, daring and of great industry and thrift. He lived 

long enough to see the wilderness give place to thickly 

settled and prosperous communities, bore his share in 

bringing about the latter condition, and after a long and 

active life on the farm, retired to Linton, where he passed 

the remainder of his clays. ‘IVilliam Linderman, who 

was also a native of the Rhine country in Germany, came 

. 
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to Indiana about the time of &Ir. Berns’s arrival and lo- 

cated on land adjoining the latter’s farm. He, too, be- 

came a successful tiller of the soil and highly respected 

citizen, and died aft:r rearing a family and seeing his 

children well settled in life. Both of these families were 

more than ordinarily prosperous, Mr. Berns having ac- 

cumulated a handsome fortune, consisting largely of real 

estate in various parts of the country, which increased 

greatly in value with the settlement and development of 

the county. 

John Berns, son of the above mentioned Peter Berns, 

was born in Stockton township, where he still lives. Like 

his antecedents for several generations, he, too, has cle- 

voted his time and energies to the ancient and honorable 

vocation of husbandry, with the result that he is nox one 

of the enterprising farmers and substantial citizens of the 

township in which he resides. When he grew to manhood 

he married Catherine Linclerman, daughter of his father’s 

old friend and neighbor, and in due time became the head 

of a family of seven children, five sons and two claugh- 

ters, namely : Edward, of this review ; Ernest J.? Charles 

H., Mamie E., John I., Ethel and TVilliam, all living ex- 

cept Ethel, who clepartecl this life \vhen nine years of age; 

the six surviving children still ‘live in their native town- 

ship of Stockton and thus far none have taken upon them- 

selves the duties and respons.ibilities of the marriage re- 

lation. 

Edward Berns was born October 28, ISSO, and spent 

his childhood and youth on the family homestead, where 

he early acquired the habits of industry, thrift and fru- 

gality which make for successful manhood, ancl de\-eloped 

. 

. 



GREENE COUNTY, INDL~NA. 1183 

the correct habits and the spirit of self-reliance which . 
proved such potent factors in shaping his future course 

of life. In the public Schools which he attended at in- 

tervals during his minority he laid a foundation for the . 

more thorough mental discipline which he subsequently 

received; in the Incliana State University, and on leaving 
I that institution he devoted a part of three years to teach- 

ing, assisting with the work of the farm in the meantime. 
I / In 1902 Mr. Berns accepted a clerical position in the 

Linton Bank, with which institution he has since beeli 

identified, meanwhile, by successive advancements, reach- 

ing the important and responsible place he now so accepta- 

bly fills. He enjoys in full. the confidence of his superiors, 

discharges his duties with creclit to himself and to the 

satisfaction of all concerned, being familiar with the 

.f. I 
various details of banking and well informed on financial 

matters, proving. an accomplished accountant and an all- 

around business man of progressive ideas, whose future 

prospects are in every respect encouraging. 

Mr. Berns is a Democrat in politics, and as such has 

rendered efficient service to his party. In 1903 he was 

appointed city treasurer of Linton, to fill a vacancy, and 

so capably did he discharge the duties of the position that 

at the expiration of the term he! was elected to the office 

and now holds the same, his present telm expiring Janu- 

ary I, 1910. 
He is influential in secret benevolent work, holding 

membership with the Benevolent and Protective Order of 

Elks and Knights of Pythias, including the uniform 

rank of the order, being at this time esteemed leading 

knight in the former society. 

I-- 

*5, 

, 
L 
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3IRS. CATHERISE BALLARD. /L 

Isaac Stalcup, the grandfatlier of the subject of this 

sketch, was born in North Carolina, so also xas her fa- 

ther, James Stalcup, the latter being born August ZZ? 

1786. They moved from North Carolina to Tennessee, 

and from Tennessee to Indiana. Isaac Stalcup moved to 

the locality now known as Greene county in the )-ear IS I 7, 

and located on section 26, township 8 north, range 4 

west. This was before Greene county was organized, 

and the territory now embraced in Greene county was then 

a part of Daviess county, and a few years be’fore had been 

a part of Knox county. 

James Stalcup was married to Margaret Marlin, a 

native of Ireland, in 1812, while they resided in Tennes- 

see. He came to Indiana in 1818 and settled on the hill 

just east of where Worthington now stands, and estab- 

lished the first blacksmith shop in that locality. Soon 

after this a large number of Stalcups came to Greene 

county, Indiana, and some of them settled in what is now 

‘. known as Stafford, Washington and Highland townships. 

N,o one family in the county could count as many members 

and none stood higher as good citizens. * 

James Stalcup had the reputation of making the best 

axes and plows of any man in the county. He also built 

the first brick house in the county. His home was noted 

far and neaf for its hospitality and for the genial corn- 

panionship of the husband and Lvife and their children. 

It has been said by persons well acquainted with him 

that George Stalcup, the oldest son of James Stalcup, 

if he had been thoroughly educated, would have been the 
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peer of George Dunn, who was the ‘most eminen 

and lawyer in western Indiana at that time. 

118j 

t orator 

Catharine was the second child and was born in Sum- 

ner comunty, Tennessee, January 26, 1816, and moved xith 

her parents to Indiana when she was tlyo years old, and 

passed through all the vicissitudes and harclships of early 

pioneer life, thus fittin, v her for the great battle of life 

with which she lITas afterward confronted. Her oppor- 

tunities for education were very limited, as there were 

few schools in that locality in her girlhoocl days, but her 

strong intellect, hex- determined courage ancl force of 

character made up to a great extent fox- her lack of high 

school educatioil. 

0x1 the 26th day of March, 1835, ‘she n-as married 

to John Jones, who was born in Newberry, South Caro- 

lina, on May 9, 1810. To this marriage was born two 

children : Eliza A., the oldest, died in infanq; the set- 

ond child was Margaret J. This daughter was sent to 

the common school of the neighborhood and the high 

school at ‘\Vorthington, and while yet a young girl grad- 

uated at ~Vorthingt~on College in Ohio in 1858, being the 

first girl from Greene county who graduated in a college. 

The next year this daughter was married to C. C. Howe, 

of \Vorthnigton, Indiana, a most estimable citizen. 

’ 

Mr. Jones died December 8? 1838. On the 22~1 daJ 

of December, 1840, Mrs. Jones was married to Benjamin 

C. Ballard, a son of Colonel James Ballarcl, of Shelby 

county, Kentucky. The Ballard family in Kentucky have 

been very prominent in many departments of life, and a 

history of that family is to be found in a sketch of John 

75 
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J. Ballard, published in this history. To this marriage 

were born two children, John J. Bal lard and Ellen Ba!- 

lard. Mr. Ballard died October 4, I 844. and &Irs. Bal- . 

lard never after entered into the marriage relation. True 

to her great appreciation of education, she caused these 

two children to receive a good education, and each took 

first-class positions in life. Ellen was married to D. H. 

IVylie, of one of the best families in Kentucky. 

On becoming a widow the last tinie she had, in ad- 

dition to her three children, five step-children, the children 

of 2Ir. Ballard by a former marriage, to take cat-e of,. 

support and educate. She discharged her duty in this 

line as well as in every way in her long and useful life. 

. 

In addition to these eight children under her care, 

she took charge of a large number of orphan children, not 

related to hex-, from time to time. At times she would 

have as many as four orphan children at her home, and 

seldom without one or more. So many orphan children 

were taken care of in her family that her home was often 

called the L’Orphans’ Home.” Many of these orphan 

children who, now occupy positions of honor and trust 

in many portions of our country, h’old her in loving re- 

membrance on account of her disinterested and loving 

care at a time in life when they had no other person to 

care for them. During all this struggle in life, by strong 

force of character, indomitable courage and estraordi- 

nary business capacity, she was enabled t,o accumulate a 

large amount of property fox- the time and country in 

which she lived. As she approached the sunset of life she 

had ample income from her valuable lands to fully enjo! 

thtit grand hospitality and noble charity which seemed to 
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be her delight during all her life. She seemed to fully 

realize that “it is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

She was eminently an heroic character, in every way 

worthy of emulation. Her main desire in life seemed to 

be’ to do good to humanity, and especially to life up and 

better the condition of the unfortunate poor and needy. 

She did not attach herself to any church early in life, but 

was an earnest, faithful member of the Christian church 

for more than tiventy years before she passed over to the 

other shore, which was on December 27, 1896. 

Her life was a noble inspiration to good deeds. 

“With malice toward none; with charity for all ; with 

firmness in the right,” she came up to the standard of the 

Master when He said “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 

the least of these my brethren, ye have clone it unt’o me.” 

---- 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS HOJT’E. 

The subject is the son of Amon Price Howe and 

Caroline (Thatcher) Howe ; was born on a farm in Nicho- 

las county, Kentucky, near the town of Carlisle, October 

2, 1833. His parents moved to Indiana in 1835 and set- 

tled on a farm about three miles south of Spencer. In 

about three years afterward they removed to Spencer, 

where they lived about twelve years, keeping a hotel. 

Here he received such instruction as the town of 

Spencer afforded at that time, which consisted of a few 

months’ schooling in each year by itinerant schoolmasters, 

L!ntil he was about fifteen years of age. This was all the 
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education he received aside from the instruction given him 

at the fireside at home. Here his father, ~~110 \\-as a de- 

voted disciple of Lindley Murray, whom he considered 

the father of English grammar, drilled him carefull!- in 

the use of the “mother tongue,” and his mother helped 

him in his geography lessons, so that in these two 

branches of learning he stood first in his classes’ at school. - 

He made good use of the opportunities which he had, as 

was plainly evident in later life. 

He early displayed a talent for music, both vocal and 

instrumental, receiving his instruction in the former by 

attencling the old-fashioned singing schools, arid ~-2s 

mainly self-taught in the latter, his favorite instrument 

being the violin. His first efforts at playing were on a 

“fiddle” made from a gourd, which he bought for a trifle 

from the manufacturer, a boy about his 0~11 age. His 

mother, n-ho was brought up in the strict Methodist faith 

of the olden times, thought it was wicked for any one 

to play the fiddle, but reconciled herself to the thought 

that while she could hear her boy in the adjoining room 

practicing on his instrument, he was not out somewhere 

in forbidden baths. A guest at. one time- remarked to his 

father, “It is a shame for a boy lvith the talent that he 

has not to mave a better instrument.” The result was 

that the gourd fiddle was soon laid aside for a cheap 

violin. Those of his friends who survive him will re- 

member that his love for music .cleveloped into skillful 

playing and continued with him during his life. 

At about the age-of fifteen he went to Bloomington 

to act as salesman in the clrq 7 goods store of an uncle. He 

remained here for several years. He was afterward em- 
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ployed in different places, and finally went to \I-orthing- 

ton. Here he met Margaret Jones, to whom he was mar- 

ried September I, 1S59. hlrs. Howe is still living at 

IVorthington in the home where they spent the fen- years 

of their married life. 

Here he engaged in the sale of drugs and continued 

in this for a number of years. Failing iu health and 

physical strength, he finally decided to take an outing, 

and went t’o southern I<entuck>d for a visit n-ith Mrs. 

Howe’s sister and her family. Within a few miles of his 

destination, Princeton, the train was wrecked and he u-as 

throwi from the car and so seriously igjured as to live 

only a week afterward, his cleath occurring October IG? 

. 1872. 
A4ll who knew him will remember him as a good 

business man, a man of integrity, possessing all the quali- 

ties that go to make up a noble character. He was or- 

clerly and methodical in business and retained these char- 

acteristics to the very last clays of his life. He was at 

the time he was so suddenly called away the superintend- 

ent of the Sunday school of the Christian cl~urcl~ in 

IVorthington. He felt that he could not leave this life 

without sending them a message, stating that, as his clays 

of usefulness were ended, he wished to tender his resigna- 

tion as Sunday school superintendent. “HOW IIILI~II like 

Lum, that was,” a friend who loved him said. He was 

“Lum” to all his most intimate associates. 
. 

He was a consecrated Christian, a devoted husband 

and father, a dutiful and loving son, one of the kindest 

of brothers, a useful and honored citizen: a good man in 

every respect. 
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. CAPTAIN \VILLIMI BOUGH. 

A veteran of both the Mexican and Civil \vars, no 

man in Greene qunty was more widely known or more 

highly esteemed than the one whose bi,ographical mem- 

oirs we shall here attempt to give, viz., Captain 1Villiam 

Bough, who was born on November 14, 18-33, in Bath 

county, Kentucky, the son of Frederick and Rebecca 

(Sexton) BOough, the former a native of Virginia, and 

the latter of Alabama. When William was four years 

old his parents came to Indiana and took up land in 

Greene county. In connection with farming Frederick 

Bough engaged ill’ hauling freight from Louisville, Ken- 

tucky, to Bloomfield, Indiana. In so doing he not only 

made a. substantial living, but gained also a wide circle 

of friends and acquaintances,, becoming generally known 

throughout that section of the state. He was a \J%ig 

when that party esisted, and later joined the ranks of 

the Republicans. He and his wife were devoted members 

.of the Baptist church. 

They were the parents of eleven children, five of 

whom still survive.. They are JVillian-, our subject ; Han- 

nah, wife of William Donaldson, of ShelbjTTille, Illinois; 

Sarah Jane, now living in Kansas ; Joseph, now residing 

in Oklahoma, and Taylor, a farmer in Greene county. 

William had but meager educational advantages, but 

inade practical’use of what schooling he was enabled to 

acquire. When still a boy he assisted his father by driv- 

ing freight teams, continuing in that work until IS&, at 
which time the Mexican war was precipitated. He en- 

listed as a private in Company E of the Indiana Mexican 

b 
_ _ 
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recruits, and was sent to the front, where he met with 

many hardships, close contests, and the iminent dangers 

incident to warfare. He participated in the battles of 

Monterey, Mesico City, Buena Vista, etc. At the last 

mentioned conflict he received what was feared would be 

a mortal wound. ,4 bullet entered his right shoulder 

and passed entirely through the body. He survivecl the 

shock, but was crippled badly from then on. He was dis- 

charged from the service on February L?;, 1847, and for 

the nest three years was almost a total physical wreck. 

After recovering sufficiently to enable him to do so he 

began farming, and in conjunction with this worked on 

flatboats that were plyin, m the rivers in carrying on freight 

traffic. 

One would think that his experiences in the Mexican 

war n-oulcl have been sufficient for him, but his patriotism 

was only kindled into a stronger flame thereby. In Judy, 

1861, he organized Company C of the Twenty-first In- 

diana Infantry, and became its captain. They were sent 

to Baltimore? Maryland, and there organized into a. bri- 

gade, after which they were sent to Fortress Monroe. 

After a short stay at this point they xere transferred to 

Nelv Orleans, and here Captain Bough worked success- 

fully Ivith General Butler. He was a skillful scout, and 

frequently led scouting parties, managing to cause con- 

siderable embarrassment to the enemy through his skill 

and alertness. He had his headquarters at New Orleans 

until the close of the war, and continued with the army 

department of the Gulf until he received his discharge on 

January 12, 1566. He had participated in twenty ‘hard- 

fought conflicts, besides a host of skirmishes. He sus- 
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tained many severe wounds, and at one time was almost 

annihilated by the premature discharge of a cannon. 

One of his exploits reflecting credit upon his ability 

as a leader was the capture of the steamer “Fox.” This 

was clone with only twelve men, resulting not only in 

gaining the vessel, but in taking possession of fifty pris- 

oners, several guns and, a large quantity of ammunition. 

Upon returning to Greene county, at the close of the 

war, he became re-engaged in farming, helping also in 

railroad construction and other work of a similar char- 

acter. 

Captain Bough was married three times, first to 

Mary Ann Huffman, nest to Susan Ramply, and later to 

Nancy J. Turley, all of whom were residents of Greene 

county. Nancy Turley was the daughter of Joseph and 

Elizabeth Hatfield, early emigrants to Indiana. Joseph 

Hatfield was a famous’ hunter and trapper, having gained 

a reputation far and I\-icle for skill in this capacity. 

Captain Bough had no children. He was a member 

of the Grand Army of the Republic, Post Ko. ,326, of 

Bloomfielcl, and was a liberal supporter of the Christian 

church, doing in his closing years, all that he could to 

promote the civil and religious welfare of the community 

and the many words from friends and neighbors are but 

tokens of recognition of his worth as a patriot and citizen;. 

After a successful and useful life Mr. Bough xas 

called from his earthly labors May 29: 190% 

HEKRY T. NE-AL. 

The spirit of a pure, noble and earnest life burned 

in the mortal tenement of the late Henry T. Xeal, than 

- 
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whom no citizen of Greene county attained to higher dis- 

tinction in connection with the material de\-elopment of 

this favored section of the state, while none n-ieldecl a 

wider or more beneficent influence in-connection with the 

promotion of important industries and far-reaching pub- 

lic utilities which tend so. greatly to material cle\-elopment 

and progress. His n-as indeed a full alid complete life, 

one of vigor and inflexible integrity. During the course 

of an honored career he accomplished much for the gen- 

eral good and was not denied a due individual reward in 

the matter of temporal success and affluence. A man of 

rugged strength of character, of fine moral fiber, ancl one 

who realized a full measure of useful achievement, his 

name is deeply graven on the pages of Greene county his- 

&i-y, particularly applyin, w to the community in which he 

livecl and acted his part, so that such a publication as the 

one in hand must needs enter a tribute of honor and ap- 

plication to his memory if any measure of consistent!- and 

symmetry is to be claimed for the same. Such a character 

as his leaves behind a name revered and honored b!- all 

who have come in touch with the spirit that \vas its in- 

spiration, hence the name of him about whom the biog- 

rapher essays to n-rite in this connection is one of which 

all speak with respect and pride. 

Henry T. Neal, ion of Mahlon and Mary Ann Xenl. 

n-as born near Jasonville, Indiana, on the fifth day of 

December, IS++. The father, a native of Ohio and an 

early pioneer to Greene county, entered the land on \vhich 

the family home was established, and in clue time became 

one of the enterprising men and representative citizens 

of the community in which he resided. He achieved 
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marked success as a farmer, was engaged for some years 

in the manufacture of flour, and to him belongs the dis- 

tinction of founding and conducting, for a considerable 

period, one of the earliest mercantile establishments in 

the village of Jasonville. 

Mahlon Neal was twice niarried, and by his first 

wife, Mary Ann Love, had eleven childrent whose names 

are as follows : Henry T., James, Albert, hlahlon, Caleb, 

J,ohn, -Illonzo, Mary Ann, Barbara, Lillie and Ellen. The 

second wife, whose maiden name was Xancy J. Shephard. 

bore him three offspring : Florence. Ella and one that . 

died in infancy. This stanch pioneer and successful man l 

of affairs died in 1899, his wife in July of the year 1S77. 

Henry T. Neal was reared on the family homestead, 

qncl by reason of being the oldest son, early became ac- 

customed to perseverin, m toil and contributed his full share 

to the cultivation of the farm. In the district schools he 

enjoyecl the best educational advantages the countrv at 

that time afforded, and as he grew older assisted his’ 

father in reclaiming the wild land which constituted the 

homesteacl, and in clue time attained to robust manhood, 

well qualified to perform the various rugged duties that 

fell to his lot. He remained at l!ome engaged in tilling 

the soil, harvesting the crops and attending t’o the mani- 

fold labors devolving upon him, &til the political skies 

became overcast with the ominous clouds of civil xar, 

when he laid aside the implements of husbandry and re- 

sponded to the call for volunteers by enlisting in Com- 

pany I(,, Eighty-fifth Indiana Infantry, and accompanied 

his command to the front in the early part of 186-3. --\,[r. 

Neal participated in all the battles in which his regiment . 
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was engaged, and lvithin a few months after entering the 

service was promoted to the rank of first sergeant, which 

positi,on he held until honorably discharged at Washing- 

ton, D. C., on the 12th day oi June, 1865. He shared 

with his comrades the fortunes and vicissitudes of war on 

many long marches through arduous campaigns and a 

number of bloody battles,, ancl n-it11 the esception of spencl- 

ing several months in Libby prison, came through the 

i 
trying ordeal unscathed, earning an honorable reputation 

i 
as a brave and gallant soldier. 

The year following his return from the army Mr. 

’ Keal devoted to agricultural pursuits, but during that time 

he began to de\-elop ideas of life aside from that of mere- 

ly tilling the soil. Accordingly, at the expiration of the 

- 

1 

period indicated, he became associated xith his father and 

brother in the mercantile business, the firm thus constitutecl 

establishing a general store at Jasonville, which proved 

successful from the beginning, and which, under the joint 

management of these partners, soon became one of the 

i 

leading enterprises of the kind in Greene county. The es- 

tablishment continued under the original management 

until 1871, at which time the firm purchased a large mill 

and engaged quite extensively in the manufacture of flour, 

this line of business also proving satisfactory and giving 

the name of the subject ‘publicity throughout the country. 

His prominence in business circles brought him to the 

favorable notice of the Republican party in Greene coun- 

ty as an available candidate for the ofice of treasurer, 

and in the fall of 1879 he was elected to that position and 

held the office to the satisfaction of all concerned, two 

terms, having been chosen his own successor in the year 

1851. 
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At the close of his official term Nr. Neal engaged 

in the mining business at the town of Dugger, and about 

the same time became a partner in a general store at that 

place with Francis 31. Dugger. A little later he became 

interested in the coal business at Linton, though still re- 

taining his connection with the merchandising-, his ability 

to manage successfully several large and important enter- 

prises at the same time demonstrating sound judgment, 

wise discretion and business ability of a high order. 

In 1867 Mr. Neal entered the marriage relation with 

Sarah E. J1’ooley, daughter of Zachariah and Eurnetta 

(Burnett) Wooley, both parents natives of Kentucky and . 

among the early pioneers of Johnson county, Indiana, 

with the development of which secti& of the state both 

branches of the family were actively identified. Soon 

after moving to Indiana Nr. Wooley died. leaving a fami- 

ly of six children with the mother, to care for themselves 

as best they could. The names of these children were : 

Mary J., deceas$ ; Xancy Frances, Sarah Elizabeth, John 

Henry, Robert Harrison, deceased, and Joseph IX., the 

survivors growing in clue time to honorable manhood 

and womanh~ood, and filling with credit their respective 

stations in life. Mrs. Wooley subsequently became the 

wife of James Buckalew, a prominent farmer, of Clay 

county, who died in the year 1887, leaving her a sec- 

ond time widowed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Neal had two children, the older of 

whom. Elmer Els\vorth, married Steila McCloud and re- 

sides in Bloomfield, being the father of four off’spring. 

Ella,. the -second in order of birth, is the rvife of Cvrus 

L. Slinkard, of Bloomfield, and the mother of one cilild, 

a son, by the name of Lee Xeal Slinkard. 
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In the year 1878 Mr. Neal transferred his residence 

to Bloomfield, which city he made his home until called 

from the scenes of his earthly trials and successes, on No- 

vemker 12, 1897, his father following him to the silent 

land tn-o )-ears later to a day. As already indicated, Mr. 

Neal was one of the most enterprising and successful busi- 

ness men of Greene county, as \\.ell as one of the most 

praiseworthy and public-spirited citizens. He adorned 

every station in life to which he was called, discharged 

worthily the duties of high and important trusts, and made 

his influence felt for good among all with whom he came 

into contact. A member of the ancient and honorable or- 

der of Masonry, he Squared his life according to its prin- 

ciples and precepts, was popular in every circle in which 

he moved, and as a natural leader of men had much t,o do 

in moulding thought and shaping opinion in the com- 

munity of his residence. His personal as well as his 

public fife, was pure, having never contracted any of the 

vicious ancl unseemly habits which pollute the body and 

degrade the soul, having been a total abstainer, not only 

in the matter oi intoxicants, but was never known to be- 

come addicted to the use of tobacco in any of its forms. 

Notably one of the leadin, m men of his clay and generation 

in the county of Greene, his influence will long be felt and 

the memo’ry of his deeds and achievements constitute a 

monument far more enduring than bronze or stone. 

! 
Nrs. Keal proved a fit companion for her husband, 

and not a little of his success was directly attributed to 

j . 
her wise counsel and judicious assistance. She minis- 

tered to his wants, alleviated his sufferin,os and through- 

out their long and mutually happy wedded experience 
I 

--., 
I 

. 
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n,obly bore her share of the domestic burdens and made 

bright the home circle. She now lives to cheer the lives I 

of a host of friends and neighbors and enjoys great per- 

sonal popularity in the best social circles of the city hon- 

ored by her residence. 

AKDRE11’ ANDERSOX. 

On August 27, 1905. sorrow settled over one of the 

residences of South 1Vashington street, Blodmfield, on 

account of the decease of one of the city’s .&lost highly 

respected citizens, Andrew Anderson. 

This gentleman, of stanch Scotch-Irish fiber, was 

born in Greene count];, Indiana, on May 5, 1835, and was 

the son of George and Ann (Kethcart) Anderson, Scotch- 

Irish emigrants to this country, who made their way to 

Greene county through the usual r%oute of travel common 

to that class of liberty-loving settlers. They arrived in 

ISIS, before Indiana had been clothed with the powers 

of statehood, and took up two hundred and forty acres of 

congressional land, which still remains under the family 

control, in the person of the wife of the deceased. 

Seven children were born into this family, consist- 

ing of Jane, widow of James Elder, and now living in 

Iowa ; George, father of our subject, deceased ; Mary &Ann, 

widow of Samuel Elder, also of Iowa; James, deceased ; 

Lavina, deceased, became the wife of Ellswick Ledger- 

wood, of Oklahoma; John, deceased, was a solclier in the 

Union Army during the Rebellion. The members of this 

- .- 
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family were adherent-s to the old-style Presbyterian faith. 

Andrew was reared on the home farm, receiving his 

education in the primitive form offered in that early day, 

the details of which it is unnecessary to elaborate upon 

here. He remained upon the home place, which he ulti- 

mately inherited, until 1902, and then removecl~ to his 

residence in Bloomfield, where he finished-his clays in well 

deserved retirement. 

On November 3, 1865, he was married to Mary L4nn 

Quillen, a native of Greene county, and daughter of Jesse 

and Sallie (Huffman) Quillen, the former being a native 

of Kentucky, and the latter of Indiana. The Quillen 

family constituted one of the pioneer families of the 

county and ranked among the leading citizens of the 

community. The children consisted of Mary Ann, widow 

of our subject; William, whose present home is in Knox 

county, this state; Sarah, deceased wife of Lysander 

Hayes ; Susan, deceased wife of John Gedcles; Richard, 

Jesse and Emily, all deceased, and Francis, ~-ho is fol- 

lowing farming in Missouri. 

Mr. and Mrs. Anderson devoted themselves vigor- 
r 

ously to the devebopment of their farm, and took a keen 

interest in facing the problems encountered in the progress 

of the work. They not only proved excellent managers, . 

but gathered about them that most delightful of adorn- . 
ments of the home, viz., a family of happy children. 

These were five in number, made up of Melissa J.? the 

-wife of James Bailey, a farmer, of Cass township, Greene 

county, who in turn are the parents of four hearty chil- 

dren, Everett, Lelia, Lola and M.erle. Following &LIelissa 

was James, who is makin, 0’ his home at present with his 

-. 
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mother. The third child met with an untimely death, 

which proved a most severe blow to his parents and cast 

a shadow of gloom over the family which time could not 

entirely efface. At the age of sixteen years, while bathing 

xith a number of companions in 11’hite river, he fell a 

victim to the cleeper waters and life was estinguished 

ere rescue could be made. The next daughter, Georgia, 

became the wife of Peter A. Hassler, a farmer, of Taylor 

townshi& and she is the mother of five children, viz., 

Mary, Earl, Grace, Jasper and Guy. The fifth of the 

family was Grace, who is the wife of Lang-don Lester, 

also a farmer, of Taylor township. 

Mr. Anderson was not only a pious gentleman, but 

affiliated with the Methodist church, as does also his 

wiclow, aqcl they both contributed liberally of their time 

and means to its support. He also served as trustee of 

Taylor township, and in many ways won the confidence 

and esteem of all of his friends and acquaintances. 

IVIL ORA PRICE. 

The grandfather of the subject of this review was 

Aquilla Price, a Kentuckian by birth, a pioneer of Greene 

county, Indiana, and distinctively a man of influence and 

high standing in the community which he assisted in 

founding. His ancestors were English. Several ante- 

cedents of the family came to America at quite an early 

period, and in due time they or their descendants joined 

the tide of emigration westward over the mountains to 
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the new and undeveloped land of promise, as Kentuck> 

was then called, where they secured homes, reared fami- 

lies and bore their respective parts in the affairs of life. 

~4mong the children of Aquilla Price \c-as a son by the 

name of Levi bl., whose bdrth occurred in Greene county, 

Indiana, in the year 1836, and who has been pt-OLIC~ to 

call this section of the Hoosier state his home from that 

date to the present time. In his young manhood Levi 

Price married Margaret Hail, daughter of the Rev. 

Martin and Pheobe (Hickle) Hail,, the father a popular 

minister of the Methodist Episcopal church during the 

pioneer period in Greene county and a leader in religious 

affairs wherever his labors called him. He spent his cle- 

clining years in Linton, where his death occurred at the 

advanced age of eighty-nine years, his faithful wife hav- 

ing also neared the century mark when summoned to the 

unseen world. Levi Price became one of the prominent 

farmers and stock raisers of Greene county, and after 

accumulating a handsome c’ompetency, retired from active 

life to enjoy the fruits of his labor and thrift. On the 

27th day of October, 1907, he and his good wife cele- 

brated the fiftieth anniversary of their marriage, on which 

occasion there assembled at their home in Linton, two 

hundred and fifty-five guests to wish the worthy c,ouple 

many returns of the memorable day and to rejoice with 

them in view of the many signal blessings by which their 

pathway had been beset. Since retiring from active life 

Mr. and Mrs. Price have spent the winter seasons on the 

south Atlantic coast and the rest of the year among the 

more familiar scenes of their home country, where many 

relatives and friends seem to vie with each other in do- 

76 
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ing them honor. Mrs. Price is a native of Clay county, 

Indiana, and the same age as her husband, having been 

born in the year 1836. Of their family of seven children 

the subject is the oldest livin, m son, there being, besides 

him, three sisters, namely: Hattie, wi,fe of Dr. E. T. 

Sherwood; Mrs. Jennie S&loot, and Mrs. C. T. Sher- 

wood, all residents of Linton. The deceased members of 

the family were Mrs. Cassie Wills, of Linton, n-ho died 

in young womanhood, and two sons : Elliot and Arling- 

ton, who departed this life in childhood. 

Ivil Ora Price was born June 29, 1S66, in Stockton 

township, spent his early life on the home farm there ancl 

received his preliminary education in the public schools, 

subsequently pursuing the higher branches of learning in 

h!Ierom College. Manifesting a strong predilection for 

agriculture, he decided to make that honorable calling his 

life work. Accordingly, when a young man, he began 

tilling a part of the home place and later became asso- 

ciated with his father in farming and stock raising, his 

efforts in both respects bein, v crowned Gtli signal sue- 

cess. In the course of time he became interested in other 

enterprises, notably amon, m which was the construction of 

gravel roads in various parts 91 Indiana and he has also 

devoted considerable attention to the livery business, own- 

ing at the present! time a finely equipped barn in Linton, 

which, during the last twenty-two years, he has person- 

ally managed. The latter establishment is up-to-date in 

every, respect and the largest of the kind in the city, be- 

ing fully equipped with modern vehicles, the best the mar- 

ket affords, while in number and condition, his roadsters 

and other animals lack nothing to be desired. 

- 
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Prof. Joseph Henry Haseman, the subject of this 

revjew, takes high rank among the leading educators of 
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Mr. Price is a wideawake business man of progres- 

sive ideas, fully abreast of the times, and every enterprise 

to which he has clirected his attention has prospered. 

Financially he &xupies a prominent place among the solicl 

men of Lintoii, and in the matter of public improvements 

his voice’ and influence have ever. tended to their promo- 

tion. He is ‘a Republican in politics, but not a politician, 

’ nor has he ever aspired to office, although well fitted by 

nature and training for any position within the power of 

his fellow+ citizens to bestow. He belongs to Linton 

Lodge, No. 560, Free and Accepted h/lasons, is a charter 

member of Metropolitan Lodge, Knights of Pythias, 

which was organizecl in 1SS7, and also took an active 

part in establishing Linton Loclge, No. 566, Benevolent 

and Protective Order of Elks, to which he has since be- 

longed, and in which he has been hono,red with various 

positions of trust. 

On February 19, 1SS9, Mr. Price and -Ada -A&man 

were united in the bonds of wedlock, Mrs. Price being a 

daughter of Archibald ancl Elizabeth (Plummer) Xikman, 

of Lyons, Indiana. Mr. and Mrs. Price are the parents 

of three children : Merlin, a youth of seventeen. now 

pursuing his studies in Kenilworth College, near the city 

of Chicago; Stanley, aged eleven, and Edith, eight years 

of age, the last two being pupils in the Linton public 

scli~ools ( I 90s). 
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Greene count>- and has achieved much more than local 

distinction in the line of work to which his talents and 

energies have been faithfully clevotecl. 

The family of which Professor Haseman is a worth> 

representative is widely known throughout Greene county, 

and has long been clistinguishedl in educational circles, 

and for its efforts in behalf of sc1~oo1s, alsd for activity 

along other lines calculated to improve the community in- 

tellectually and morally. John D. Haseman, Sr., the 

professor’s father, is a native of Greene county 2nd is still 

living on the farm one mile north 0.f Linton, n*hich was 

purchased from the government by members of the fami- 

ly in quite an early day. 

Elizabeth Shultz, whose birth occurred near Linton 

in 1853 and’ who became the wife of John D. Haseman, 

is also living and has borne’her husbancl the folkwing 

children, namely: Joseph H., of this review ; \1’illiam P., 

Charles, John D., Jr., Leonard, Oscar, &I. Gertrude, Ber- 

tha A. and Arthur, all of whom are in some way inter- 

ested in educational work, or attending school, several 

holding important positions in this and other states. Evil- 

liam P. Haseman, Ph. D., is assistant professor in the 

Indiana State University; Charles. an assistant professor 

in the same institution, has also taken the Ph. D. degree. 

John D. Hasernan, A. M., is located at Brazil! South 

+&nerica, in the interest of the Carnegie Institute; Leon- 

arc1 Haseman, A. X, holds the position of aSsistant in- 

structor ili the University of Missouri ; Oscar and Ger- 

trucle are students in the Indiana University, in the junior 

and sophomore classes, respectively, while Bertha and 

Arthur are pursuing their studies in the public schools 

in 1908. 
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Prof. Joseph H. Haseman was born in Greene coun- 

ty, August 27, 1876, and spent his childhood and youth on 

the family homestead near Linton, receiving his prelimi- 

nary education meanwhile in the public schools of the city, 

adhering to his inclination for higher intellectual train- 

ing subsequently he became a student in the Indiana State 

University a&l while attending that institution devoted 

his vacations to teaching, earning an honorable reputation 

as a cap’able and popular instructor. In 1905 he was gradu- 

ated from-the university with the degree of Master of Arts 

ancl immediately thereafter accepted the superintendency 

of the Linton public schook, which position he now holds 

and the duties of which he leas discharged in an emi- 

nently satisfactory manner, as the continuous progress 

of the schools under his able management abundantly at- 

test. The position is one of great responsibility, the city 

containing four large schools buildings, thoroughly 

equipped, in which the services of thirty-two teachers are 

requirecl, the term lasting nine months of the veal- ha\-ing 

been raised froni eight and one-half months since Profek 

sor Haseman took charge of the work. Under his ef- 

ficient supervision there has been commendable progress 

in the educational system of Linton, and it is conceded 

by visiting superintendents and others that the schools of 

the city at this time stand among the very best in the state. 

Through his instrumentality a number of improvements 

tending to ,lessen the work of the teachers and benefit the 

pupils have been ad,optecl, a high grade of professional ef- 

ficiency characterizes the entire teaching force ancl no ef- 

forts are being spared to keep the schools in touch with 

the lastest and most improved m&hods of educational 

work. 
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The high character Professor Haseman has achieved 

as an educator has made him widely and favorably known 

throughout the state, both as a teacher and manager of 

schools, and in I-iew of his untiring energy and marked 

successs it is safe to assume that there are feiv, if an)-, 

more popular superintendents in Indiana. He is in the 

prime of vigorous n~anhoocl, possesses genial manners and 

superior scholarship and his practical esperience in ecluca- 

tional work from country schools to city superiiitentlenc! 

bespeak for him a future of distinguished eficiency in 

his chosen field of endeavor. 

Professor Haseman is a Democrat in politics, and 

while ever interested and thoroughly informed on the 

leading questions and issues before the people, he is not 

a politician nor an aspirant for public honors. He holds 

membership with Lodge No. 637, Independent Order of 

Odd Fellows, aad Unity Eagle Encampment, Xo. 222. 

CYRUS L. SLINKARD. 

Prominent among the enterprising business men of 

Bloomfield is Cyrus L. Slinkarcl, whose connection with 

one of the largest industrial aggregations in this part of 

the state has brought him into wide publicity and given 

him a reputation in business circles second to few of his 

contemporaries. Mr. Slinkard is a native of Greene coun- 

ty, Indiana, and the son of John F. and Caroline (IVil- 

liamson) .Slinkard. He was born October 27, ~881, in 

Bloomfield, received a practical education in the city 
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schools and at the age of seventeen prepared himself for 

business life by taking a full course in the Vories Commer- 

cial College, Indianapolis, immediately after which he 

accepted the position of bookkeeper with a large harcl- 

ware firm of that city. Severing his connection with this 

house at the end of one and a half years, he came to 

Bloomfield, m-here during the ensuing two years he held 

various cleiical positions, and at the espiration of that 

period entered the employ- of the Sunmit Coal and hlin- 

ing Company, with which he is still identified, represent- 

ing the conq~any as traveling salesman \Yith the states of 

Indiana, Illinois and Michigan as his territory-. He is 

also interestecl in the company as stocl~holcler and since 

accepting the responsible positi’on he now holds has done 

much to advertise the name and fame of his firm and give 

it a reputation among the leading enterprises of the kind 

in the country. Mr. Slinkard is a wide-awake, enterprising 

business man of progressive ideas, practical in his views, 

and not only takes advantage of opportunities which tend 

to his advantage, but in the absence of’such opportunities 

possesses the ability and tact to create them. His wide ex- 

perience on the iloacl and his intercourse with the lead- 

ing business men throughout the country have tended to 

broaden his vision and give him large views of life 

and its responsibilities, consequently there is nothing nar- 

row or illiberal in his nature, but on the contrary his re- 

lations with the world have enabled- him to take aclvancecl 

grounds on all matters of a business or social character 

and to award to every man, however humble, the credit 

which is manifestly his due. 

Mr. Slinkarcl was married November IS, 1903, to 
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Ella Neal, daughter of Henry T. Keal. Mrs. Slinkarfl 

was born at Jasonville, Indiana, on the 30th of March. 

1Sp3, and has presented her husband with one child, Lee, 

whose birth occurred in Bloomfield February 8, 1906. 

In addition to his interests in the Summit Coal and 

Miningi Company Mr. Slinkarcl is also a director and 

stockholder in the Bloomfield State Bank, and has cle- 

voted considerable attention to the affairs of this de- 

servedly popular institution. He is public-spirited to the 

extent of encouraging all laudable enterprises which make 

for the material aclvancetnent of the city of his residence, 

ma!iifests a lively regard for the moral improvet~~et~t of 

his fellow men and discharges the duties of citizenship as 

becomes a true American of the period in A\-hich he lives. 

In politics he supports the pt-incipl~ and candidates of 

the Democratic party and in religion belongs to the Luth- 

eran cliurcli. 

Xr. and Mrs. Slinkarcl occupp a l?eautiful and cotn- 

modious modern home in South Seminary street, I\-hich 

he erected in 1907 and which is conceded to be one of 

the most pleasant and attractive private residences iii the 

city. 

CHARLES OLGUS. 

Endowed with those admirable qualities of chat-ac- 

ter requitie to a successful and well-balanced life, Charles 

. Olg-us, of Linton, ranks among the progt-essive and in- 

fluential young business men of his city. 

Mr. Olgus has been .associatecl with the well known 

- 
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firm of J. IV. Wolford & Company for the past eighteen 

years, and for the past ten years has been a member of 

the firm. His affable personality, his painstaking care 

and cons,cientious regard for the comfort and welfare of 

.his customers has enabled him to hold the friendship and 

trade of his large circle of aquaintances. 

Mr. Olgus was born in Grant township, Greene COLIII- 

ty, Indiana, September IO, 1871, being the only son of 

William and Lucinda (Reigle) Olgus, the former being 

a native of Hanover, Germany, where he was born in the 

year 1824, and the latter a native of the state of Penn- 

sylvania, being born March 4, 1830. The mother died 

on February 18, 1884, and the father June 20, 1890. 

The mother had been previously married to Mr. F~rnk! 

who died November 3, 1S53. 1Villiam Olgus migrated to 

America when a young man, settling on a farm in Grant 

toxvnship, where he livecl all his life, following the occu- 

pation of a tiller of the soil. 

The children of this marriage, which was solemnized 

October 4 IS;,, numbered seven, named as follows : 

Nary1 born October 36, 1856, deceasecl; Rosetta, born 

April 5, 1860, wife of Peter Shaw, of Brazil : Esther, 

born December II, 1861, wife of I. M. 1Vines, Midland, 

Indiana; 1Villiam H., born September IS, 1864, deceased; 

Margaret, born November 30, 1866, wife of James ITrake- 

field, Stockton township : Cynthia, born June 17, 1869, 

wiclow of Will TT’olforcl, and Charles, the subject of this 

review. 

Charles Olgus attended the city schools of Lintoc 

and entered the mercantile house of J. TV. \I-olford & 

Company, at an early age, working himself up from a 

clerkship to one of the proprietors of the business. 
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Mr. Olgus was married February 19: 1902, to Jennie 

Rector, an estimable young lady, of Linton. Mrs. Ol- 

gus departed this life March 6, 1906. Two children 

(twins) survive. These were born February 28, 1906, 

and are named Charles Bishop and Jesse Loran. 

Nr. Olgus is one of the most progressive as well as 

one of the most popular young business men of Linton. 

He is a member of the Elks and prominent in the best 

social circles of the city. 

A high-minded citizen and substantial business man 

of Linton is the subject, \Villiam Lehman, dealer and 

manufacturer of lumber. Long prominently identified 

with the growth of the city from an obscure village to 

its present size and importance, he is a man who com- 

mands the undivided respect of the entire community. 

Straightforward in his business methods, benevolent in 

his daily associations ancl courageous in all matters af- 

fecting public welfare, he is man universally admired 

and esteemed by his fellow men. Mr. Lehman was born 

in Wayne county, Ohio, November 2, 1847, the son of 

Henry and Elizabeth (Devin) Lehman, natives of Penn- 

sylvania, and both of German ancestry. He is one of 

seveii children, five of whom are living. The children 

were as follows : Maria Flannigan, deceased ; Catherina, 

making her home with 1yalter \Varren, near Bloomfield ; 
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Jan&, widow of Mr. Viquesuey, of Spencer, Indiana, and . 

Simon Lehman, a substantial citizen of Bloomfield ; 

Henry Lehmaq killed at the famous battle of Stone 

River, during the Civil war, and Peter Lehman? a pros- 

perous citizen of Owensburg-, Indiana. 

Henry Lehman came to Greene county about IS,; 

and located on a farm north of Bloomfielcl. He fol- 

lowed agricultural pursuits all his life. He died about 

1880, at the age of seventy-five. The mother died about 

five years ago at the home of Mrs. Flannigan, at Bloom- 

field, at the advanced a,oe of ninety-three. The longe\-ity 

of this good couple is a silent testimonial to the pui-it>* Of 

their lives and their exemplary mode of living. 

11-illiam Lehman, the subject of this review-, worked 

with his father until twenty years of age, and then as- 

sisted his brother Simon in the cabinet business at Bloom- 

field. He was married in 1870 to Mary Hartzell. claqh- 

ter of George Hartzell, a n-ell-known citizen of Bloom- 

field. The names of this interesting family are as fol- 

lows : Stella V., the second in oixler of birth ; I\-il- 

lie, deceased; Charley, Lloyd, Grace, Nellie. the \vife 

of Roy Baker, of Indianapolis; Ray, Roy and Earl. l\lr. 

Lehman removed to Jasonville, Indiana, after marriage 

and engaged in the cabinet making business, but remained 

only a short time, b moing back to Bloomfield and resum- 

ing .n-ork with his brother Simon, where he remained 

for five or six years. Mr. Lehman came to Linton about 

1879. His first business enterprise wa’s to again go into 

the cabinet making business. He gradually went to con- 

tracting and from this he went into the lumber business. 

He has been in the lumber business here for over twenty 
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years, and is perhaps the leading lumber merchant of 

the county. He s’old the first piece of lumber ever sold 

in Linton. His establishment is situated near the Illi- 

nois Central Depot, and occupies an entire block. The 

plant is equipped with ,the most improved machinery and 

does an extensive business. 

Mr. Lehman.is an enthusiastic Republican, and was 

his party’s nominee for township trustee a few years ago, 

but went down in defeat with the rest of the ticket, though 

making an exceptional fight against great oclcls. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lehman are members of the &Iethoclist 

Episcopal churcl~. Mr. Lehman is a member of the In- 

dependent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knig-hts of 

Pythias. 
--- 

Mrs. Anna B. Ray, the subject of this article, is the 

T\-idon- of the late Daniel TT\r. Ray, n-ho was born in Shelb! 

county, Incliana, August 5. 1846. He was a son of Jesse 

and JIartha (Allison) Ray. ~~1~0 were among t!le early pio- 

neers of Shelby county. Daniel U’. Ray received a thor- 

ough educational training in the schools of his native 

county and studied law for some time, but afterward 

abandonecl the legal profession as a life work and took 

up the study of telegraphy and railroading. In the lat- 

ter profession he was phenomenally successful. On the 

9th of September, ISTO, he took charge of the railroad 

business at Marco, Greene county. and discharged the 

duties of that responsible office for twent!- consecuti\-e 
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years without the loss of a day, a record. unsurpassed by 

any. During this Period he was also in the mercantile 

business for about one year, in company with Isaac 

JVeaver. In 1838, on the extension of the Indianapolis 

& Vincennes branch of the Pennsylvania system to Bush- 

rod, Mr. Ray was made the agent and general overseer 

at that junction point. There he died on the 6th of 

June, 1890. The untimely death of this prominent and 

useful citizen was greatly deplored throughout a very 

large circle of friends and relatives. “‘Dan” Ray was 

well and favorably known to nearly every employe on 

the railroad system with which he was connected, and 

they showed their appreciation of his worth by attending 

his funeral in a body and contributing beautiful and ap- 

propriate floral offerings, by published articles in the 

public press, commendatory of his life and character and 

by kindly offices to the bereaved family. Mr. Ray was 

prominently connected with the Indepenclent Order of 

-Odd Fellows, both the subordinate and encampment 

branches, and his home lodge at Lyons served as a per- 

sonal escort, while large delegations were present from 

other lodges and encampments throughout the surrouncl- 

ing country, thus forming the largest funeral procession 

ever convened in the town of Marco. He was a man of 

very strong domestic ties, and the happiness and com- 

fort of his family were his first considerations. Having 

nursed his little son, lovingly spoken of as “brother,” - 

through a severe attack of typhoid fever, the anxiety at- 

tendant upon the severe vigils of the sick room left the 

family prostrated from broken rest and constant labors, 

Mr. Ray never fully recovered his health, but soon suc- 

cumbed to the ravages of disease. 
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Anna B. Ray, whose name heads this sketch, was 

born in Bloomfield, Greene county, Indiana, and spent 

her early life and girlhood clays in her native toivn. She 

was educated in the excellent public schools of Bloomfield. 

Her parents, William H. and Mary C. (Talbott) Fer- 

guson, represent two of the early pioneer families in. 

Greene county. Her father enlisted as a znember of 

Company E, Ninety-seventh Indiana Infantry, under 

Capt. J. T. Oliphant, now of Bloomfield (see his sketch 

herein), and served until called to another life. He cliecl - 

on the 26th of January, 1864, and was buried at La- 

Grange, Tennessee. His wife has borne his name and 

cherished his memory from that far away clay to the pres- 

ent, and has been a member of the family of her claugh- 

ter, Mrs. Anna Ray, during all the intervening years. 

She is a lady remarkably well preserved-a ray of sun- 

light in the home which connects with loving remem- 

brances of the distant past. 

Mrs. Ferguson is a sister of Dr. James T. Talbott, 

of Linton, to whose personal sketch the interested reader 

is referred for more complete ancestral history. MI-S. 

Ray is the Ionly survivor of a family of four children born 

to Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson, the eldest of whom was Mag- 

gie, who married James Stalcup, of Bloomfield, and cliecl 

within three years after her marriage, Jolly 6, 1876; Mil- 

ton E., lived to the years of maturity and died in Idaho 

in 1886, and Harry, the youngest of the family, died as 

the result of an accident in his mother’s arms November 

13, 1868. Anna B., now Mrs. Ray, was the second born. 

She was married tlo Daniel 111. Ray on the 26th of Janu- 

ary, x874, and this happy union was blessed u-it11 five 
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children, of whom hut two are now living. Xinnie B. 

died at the age of four iears and Lulu died in early in- 

fancy; Jesse O.? the only son, and known to the family 

only as “Brother,” married Lillie Haverly, of Clay City, 

Indiana. They have three children, Mary &I.? Kenneth 

and Daniel llr. Pearl Ray becatne the wife of John 

Wicker. They at-e residing, temporarily, in .Oklahotna. 

A son and a daughter have been born tmo this union, yiz. : 

Helen Ray and John Lloyd. The fifth and youngest 

child of Mrs.. Ray was Edgar Milton, who was an in- 

valid all his life and died at the age of se\-enteen years. 

The cat-e of this beloved and unf~ortunate child was a 

sow-ce of greatly tnultil~liecl domestic labors for Mrs. Ray? 

though she bore it all in that spirit of “mother love” and 

Christian fortitude so characteristic of clevotecl niother- 

hood throughout the worlcl. She refers to her family 

with great pride and says that the proudest thoughts in 

her varied life work is the solace of knowing that she 

has. been a zood mother. Her surviving children fully 

appreciate this fact and perfect peace and domestic har- 

mony, crowned with the hi&her and nobler sentiment of 

filial love, are the jewels which they are clailj- reaping. 

Mt-s. Ray has managed her own business affairs 

during all the years of her widon:hoocl and has been 

successful beyond the average. She is the owner of 

valuable property in Linton, which is largely the result of 

her own business capabilities. For several years she 

owned and operated the Remington Hotel, from which 

business she realized handsome profits, and when she sold 

it to retire to tnot-e private life, she received a \-et-J- hand- 

some aclvance above the original cost. She owns a fine 

home on A street, northn-est, where she and her mother 
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now live, besides some unimproved city property. But 

this has not been acquired through great self-denials, for 

she is open-hearted and generous with the poor, and is 

a willing and liberal supporter of the Methodist Episcopal 

church, which has been her religious home since child- 

hood. She is a devout Christian, as is also her mother, 

the latter being a Presbyterian in religious faith. They 

stand very high in the social functions of Lintort and 

Bloomfield, and count among their personal friends the 

leading people of the entire communities in which their 

lives have been spent. 

I 
! HARVEY 0. PEARCE. 

Harvey 0. Pearce, the subject, who is a successful 

cpntractor and builder of Linton, is a native of Warren 

county, Indiana, having been born there Septetnber 3, 

1852, the son of Andrew and Eleanor (JVoods) Pearce, 

both natives of Virginia, but the former, who was born 

in 1794, was reared at Urbana, Ohio, where he follo’wecl 

farming. His father, William Pearce, grandfather of the 

subject, owned the land upon which the city of Urbana 

now stands. The subject’s father was a captain in the 

wat- of 18x2. He raised a cotnpany and offered his serv- 

ives in the Civil war, but was t-ejected on account of his 

advanced age. Andrew Pearce drove cattle from Chilli- 

cothe, Ohio, to Chicago to market when the latter city 

was a stnall town, known as Ft. Dearborn. He later 

owned a small farm in Fountain county, Indiana, from 
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which he hauled wheat and other products to Chicago. 

Later he sold this farm and bought another in Warren 

county, Indiana, where he lived until his death in ISSO. 

The mother of the subject died in 1865, at the age of 

fifty-two years. 

Harvey 0. Pearce has four brothers and three sisters 

living and five brothers and three sis,ters dead. His par- 

ents were both twice married. Thomas 11,‘. jvas the only 

f~111 brother the subject had. He died when tiventy- 

seven years old in Warren county, Indiana, leaving. a 

widow and four chilclren. Two ‘of the children are liv- 

ing with their mother in Indianapolis. The subject was 

educated in JVarren county, Indiana. He worked on a 

farm and at the carpenter’s trade until 1875, when he be- 

gan a regular apprenticeship of two years, since which 

time he has followed carpentry and contracting exclusive- 

ly. He. has had large contracts in Illinois and various 

contracts throughout Indiana. For twenty years he has 

done nothing but contracting in triple building and mine 

equipment. This includes the erection of the buildings as 

well as the installation of the machinery. 

The subject was married September 8, 1874, in War- 

ren county, Indiana, to Florence Morris, whose parents 

were Joseph and Isabel (Hagar) Morris, natives -of 

Ohio and Pennsylvania, respectively. Mr. Morris died 

in 1861. His widow survived until 1890. Mr. and Mrs. 

Harvey 0. Pearce have ,but one living child, Alta, now 

the wife of Clarence Rardin, who is employed in the 

Brazil, Indiana, postoffice. They have one child, Flor- 

ence, who is two years old. The following children born 

to the subject and wife are deceased : Thomas T., Oliver 

77 
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A. and an unnamed infant. Both Thomas and Oliver died 

in infancy. 

Although raised a Republican the subject is a Demo- 

crat in political belief. He has been a member of the Ma- 

sonic fraternity since he was twenty-one years old, hav- 

ing been initiated into Rainsville Lodge, No. 315, in War- 

ren county. He niow holds a membership in the Brazil, 

(Indiana) Lodge, No. 264, Free and Accepted Masons. 

He has held various lodge offices. He is also a member 

of Linton Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, and a member of 

Linton (Indiana) Lodge, No. 866, Benevolent and Pro- 

tective Order of Elks. 

The Pearce family moved to Linton, Indiana, in June, 

1900. They own a pleasant home at 60 G street, north- 

east. Mr. Pearce has always been fairly successful in his 

business career. His wife is a member of the Methodist 

church and of the ladies’ societies connected therewith, in 

which she takes much interest. 

ALVIN EMbfETT GREENE. 

As one reviews the history of Greene county and 

seeks to determine who were prominent in its early de- 

velopment, also seeks to know the worthy citizens who in 

a later generation carried on the work so magnificently 

begun by their forefathers to a more glorious issue, he 

will find that the subject of this sketch has long been iden- 

tified with the progress and advancement of this favored 

sectilon of the Hoosier state, where he has maintained his 
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home for nearly a half century and where he has attained 

gratifying success in connection with the development of 

its resources, being one of the representative farmers and 

stock raisers in Stockton township, and having one of the 

most productive landed estates in this part of the common- 

wealth. 

Alvin E. Greene was born f,our miles south o.f Bloom- 

ington,, Monroe, county, December 7, 1866. His father, 

Monroe Greene, was also a native of that county. His 

mother was Margaret Jane Houston in her maidenhood, 

a native of Illinois. The subject of our sketch is the old- 

est of flour children, the others being Faun D., the wife 

of Curtis E. Claywell, ,of Linton; Zoe E., the wife of 

Emery Shepherd, of Linton; Otha E., lives at Harris- 

burg, Illinois. The lamented mother of this family of 

children was called from her earthly labors January 30, 

rgoz. The father now resides with the subject. 

Alvin E. Greene was united in marriage in 1889 to 

Sarah E. Evans, daughter of Nixon Evans, one of the 

oldest and best known citizens of Clark county, Illinois. 

The children of this marriage are Eva E., Flo and Faun, 

twins, the latter deceased ; Julia, deceased ; Manford and 

CharMe. 

The subject lived with his father, assisting him in his 

life work and attending the home scl~ools until he was 

twenty-two years old. He has been a citizen of Stockton 

township for a period of sixteen years, where he has been 

identified with the industrial development of the com- 

munity and gained a solid reputation for honesty and 

sobriety. 

In Igo4 Nr. Greene was elected assessor of Stockton 



.,.. 
. 

1220 BIOGRAPHICAL lIEllOIRS 

toxwship, having shown by his public-spirited disposition 

and business ability also his loyalty to his party that he 

was the right man for such a responsible position of pub- 

lic trust, and he has shown by the able manner in which 

he has handled the affairs o,f the same that the public was 

n’ot mistaken in its decision and faith in Mr. Greene. 

He is still (in 1908) hold II, i m this.office, jvhicli is a I-ei-y 

important one in Stockton townships owing to the fact 

that immense coal properties are located here, seventeen 

of the largest coal mines of the county being within the 

limits of Stockton township, and the corporations con- 

trolling these mines always make a cleterminecl etiort to 

secure a low assessment of their properties , but Mr. 

Greene cannot be biased or influenced from his decisions 

when he believes he is right, and he has instituted many 

reforms in his office. Taking his oath of office as his 

platform, he took a rigorous stand in favor of a just and 

equal appraisement alike for rich and poor. He reas- 

sessecl the corporations, raising them to a figure nearer 

the valuation of the properties than had eyer been assessed 

before. 

Mr. Greene is popular with the citizens of Stockton 

township, officially, socially and industrially, and no more 

upright man is to be found within the borders of the 

township. 

JANES HEXRY PERSOXS. 

On July IS, 1858, there was born in Jackson county? 

Ohio, the subject of this biography, a man whose sub- 
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sequent life has been of singular service to his country- 

men. He was the son of William A. and Mary (Squires) 

Persons, the former a native of Steuben county, Xew 

York, and the latter of Jackson couilty, Ohio. 1Villiam 

was the second of a family of six children, the other five 

being Levi, dead J Hulcla, i\‘athaniel, dead ; Harriet, dead ; 

and the sixth child is also deceased. 

1Villiam _A. Persons, father of our subject, is now a 

man of strong mental equipment and energetic tempera- 

ment. He taught school for fifty-two \I-inters, missing 

during that time only one term, and that n-as axing to 

his absence in the arm!-. He not only has this enviable rec- 

ord to his credit, but in addition to this he had the pleas- 

ure of teaching his last term in the same school in which 

he taught when he began his work over a ldi centur> 

before. He is still living (in 1908) ancl is in excellent 

healfh. He has been a most 1:oyal Christian gentleman, 

affiliating with the Methodist faith, and has taken an 

active interest in the progress of education. Although a 

Republican he has- never sought public office. 11~. Per- 

sons, his companion in life, has attained the age of sev- 

ent)--N-o years and is a woman possessing a beautiful 

Christian character. 

James received his education in the public schools of 

Ohio and remained on his father’s farm until ISSG, at 

which time he removed to Greene county. He became en- 

gaged in coal mining, operating at Linton, Indiana, and 

continued at this i01- nine years, with the exception 0i one 

year, during which he was in Michigan. He was a man 

Oi considerable esecuti~e ability and one that inspired 

‘confidence in those xlio knew him best. Altllougll not 
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a political aspirant, his colleagues recognized in him a 

valuable leader, and in 1894 he was prevailed upon to 

make the race for recorder of Greene county, to which 

office he was easily -elected. He thereupon removed to 

Bloomfield in order to better discharge his official duties. 

He performed the functions of his office in a straightfor- 

ward and business-like manner, and at the end of his first 

term was re-elected, serving a total period of eight years 

and two months. He made a clean record and set a high 

standard for official integrity. Since the close of his pub- 

lic career he has returned to his mining interests, to 

which he is g-ivin,& his attention at the present time. 

On October 29, 1837, Mr. Persons was married to 

Florence E. St,over, who was born in Vermilioil county, 

Illinois, but reared to womanhood in Sullivan county, 

Indiana. She was the daughter of Benjamin ‘1;. and 

Ficlelia (Hawkins) Stover. The flormer was a solclier in 

the Civil war. 

Mr. and Mrs. Persons are the parents of one daugh- 

ter, who was born in April, 1889. She is the wife of 

Grover C. Rader. Mr. Persons is a member of the Ma- 

sonic fraternity, the Knights of Pythias and the Modern 

Woodmen, in all of which he takes an active interest ancl 

lencls them his hearty support. He and his wife are peo- 

ple of irreproachable characters ancl are substantial cham- 

pions of Christian work, afiliating with the Methodist 

Episcopal denomination. 

LEWIS EINSLEY LETSINGER. 

The subject of this sketch is descended from English . 

and Scotch ancestry and has inherited many of the ster- 

, 
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ling qualities for which those nationalities have always 

been distinguished. His father, Lewis P. Letsinger, a 

native of Tennessee, moved to Owen county, Indiana, in 

1843, and a little later changed his place of abode to the 

county of Greene, where he entered land, improved a 

farm and spent the’ rest of his life, dying in 187s at the 

age of sixty-eight yiars. Margaret Thornton, who be- 

came the wife of Lewis P. Letsinger, was the daughter 

of a Scotch immigrant who came to the United States in 

an early day and settled in Tennessee. She bore her hus- 

band thirteen children and lived to a ripe old age, de- 

parting this life in December, 1906, in her ninety-seventh 

year. This estimable couple were highly esteemed in the 

community of their residence, and as members of the 

Methodist Epi&opal church took an active interest in dis- 

seminating -religion and morality among their neighbors 

and-friends, having been especially zealous in the work . 
of the Sunday school and teachers of mcxe than ordinary 

ability, Mr. Letsinger serving as class leader many years 

and was counted one of the leacling members. Of their 

children the following grew to mature years and acted 

well their respective parts in life: John Calvin, a soldier 

in the Eighty-fifth Indiana Infantry during the Civil war, 

was woundecl while in the service, now residing at Micl- 

dletown, Indiana; William M., a member of the Four- 

. teenth Indiana Infantry, also wounded in battle, is cle- 

ceased; Phillip J. served in the Fourteenth Indiana Regi- 

ment and was killed in the battle of Antietam. James B. 

entered the army in the Thirty-first Indiana and fell near 

Atlanta, Georgia, while defending the flag of his country. 

Alexander, also a member of the Thirty-first, died 

.---. -.. ----.-- .--_-_.. . 



1224 BIOGRXPHIC-\L MEJIOIRS 

while in the service, and the subject of this review, n-hose 

military career will receive notice further on. It is doubt- 

ful if the state of Indiana affords a similar instance of a 

family noted for patriotism and gallant service in defense 

of the Kation’s honor. Sk brothers who nobly- responded 

to the country’s call for assistance during the dark clays 

of the Rebellion and who freely gave their all that treason. 

might be crushed, three of them sacrificing their \-eq 

lives upon the altar of duty, is a record that finds feu 

parallels in the annals of warfare. 

Lewis E. Letsinger was born in Greene county. Iu- 

diaiia, April 26, 1844, and spent his early life on the 

home farm, n-here he learned the lessons of industry and 

thrift urhich formed the bans of his subsequent career as 

an intelligent, broad-minded man and typical ,~merican 

citizen. His educational advantages xere limitecl to the 

subscription and public schools of the neighborhoocl in 

lvhicli he spent his youthful years, ancl until the age of 

eighteen years he assisted in carrying cn the farm 1York 

and contributed to the support of the ftimily. _ktuatecl 

by a patriotic impulse, which at that time appeared to 

animate the young men throughout the north, Mr. Let- 

singer on ,4ugust 12, 1862, enlisted in Compan\- I<! 

Eighty-fifth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and at once pro- 

ceeclecl to the front, x-here he bore his full share in the 

arcluous duty of campaign and battle, taking part in the - 

engagement at Thcmpson Station, Tennessee. and the 

months of continuous fighting- in Georgia under General 

Sherman, when that redoubtable leader was operating- 

against Atlanta. He was u-it11 his command at Peach 

Tree Creek, Dallas, Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain and other 

actions, and after the fall of the abol-e stronghold took 
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part in the celebrated march to the sea and later to Rich- 

mond, Virginia, thence to \Vashington, D. C., u-here he 

took part in the grand review, and ux mustered out 

June zS, I%,, with the rank of sergeant. 

Returning- to Indiana at the close of the war, Nr. 

Letsinger farmed the home place one season and then 

purchased land of his on-n which he at once proceeded to 

irnpro\-e by erecting buildings and clearing the ground. 

In due time he developed a good farm, which was his 

home for a period of nine )-ears, at the expiration of 

which period he sold the place and removecl to the farnil)- 

homestead, n-here he has since prospered. being the oxner 

of the place at the present time. Iii connection n-ith 

agricultural pursuits he is largely interested iii the coal 

business, there being a \-er? productive mine on the farm, 

operated by the Letsinger Coal Company. He aiso con- 

ducts a general mercantile business, n-hich adds very ma- 

terially to his income. g+ing to this and his other in- , I 
terests the personal attention which has made all of his 

enterprises succeed. 
- 

I 

‘/ 
, 

/I 

Mr. Letsinger is a man of intelligence and wide es- 

perience and believes in progress and improvemefit in all 

the terms imply-. He keeps pace with the times in all mat- 

ters of public import, is well informed on . the leading 

questions before the people. and as a Republican wields a 

strong influence for the party in the ton-nship of his resi- 

dence. TVitli the single exception of ton-nship assessor, 

he has held no public or political office, ha\-ing little 

taste in this direction, preferrin, 0’ to devote his entire at- 

tention to his business interests and to be knou-n by the 

simple title of citizen. He is a Mason of high standing, 

takes an active part in the deliberations of the local lodge 
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to which he belongs, and exemplifies the beautiful and 

sublime principle of the order in all of his relations with 

his fellow men. 

Mr. Letsinger was married in 1866 to Harriett Price, 

of Owen county, Indiana, and is the father of ten chil- 

dren : Eva, born January 29, 1867, is the wife of James 

Letsinger; Asbury B., born February 19, 1S70, is a man 

of family, living in Jasonville; Belle, born November IS, 

I 87 I, died October I I, 1872 ; Ella, now Mrs. Oscar Daugll- 

erty, was born January 4> 1874; Green P., born October 

29, 1875 ; Lewis C. was born July 21, 1877; AIary D., 

n-ife of A. Elsxvorth, was born January 16, 1879 J Mila, 

born November 19, 1880, is the wife of IVilliam Leach ; 

Philip Ray, born June 27, 183-3~ and Robert A., boll1 

Nay II, ISSg. The mother of these children departed 

this life in 1899. 

Mr. Letsinger is an esteemed member of the Metho- 

dist Episcopal church, in which he has long been an in- 

fluential wol-ker, also a trusted and honored official, hold- 

ing at the time the positions of steward, trustee and super- 

intendent of the Sunday school. His wife also was iclenti- 

fiecl with the same religious body and her daily life and 

conversation were ever in accordance with the pure teach- 

ing-s of the elm-ch. January 6, 1902, MI’. Letsinger mar- 

ried Mrs. Letetia Neal (nee IVarricks), of Paso Robles, 

California. She is a native of Pennsylvania and moved 

to Greene county. 

LOREN A. HYDE, M. D. 

The subject of this review not only takes high rank 

among the leading p y h sicians and surgeons of Greene 
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county, but stands equally well as a citizen, being keenly 

interested in whatever tends to promote the material ad- 

vancement of the city in which he resides, and making- his 

influence felt in behalf of those measures and enterprises 

having for their object the intellectual and moral eleva- 

tion of his fellow men. Dr. Loren A. Hyde is an honor- 

able representative of one of the oldest pioneer families 

of Switzerland county, Indiana, where his great-grancl- 

father, Amass Hyde, a New Englancler by birth, located 

when that part of the Hoosier state n-as a n-ilderness, 

into ~vhich but few harcly explorers had dared to pene- 

trate. The family is English and the name first appears 

in connection with certain stirring events that transpired 

during- the Cromwelian period, shortly after which it was 

transferred to America and seems to ha\:e taken root in 

the Kew England states, where descendants of the orig- 

inal immigrants are still to be founcl. The doctor’s grand- 

father was Samuel B. Hyde, who spent his life in Swit- 

zerland count\- and it was there also that his father, the - i ? 
Rev. Marshall Bennett Hyde, was born, and who, in clue 

time, became one of the learned and influential Methodist 

divines of Indiana, being at this time presiding elder of 

the Seymour district, with headquarters in the city #of 

that name. 

Susan P. JVycoff, also born and reared in the county 

of Switzerland, is the doctor’s mother. By her marriage 

with the Rev. Mr. Hyde she had six children, four sons 

ancl two daughters, namely: Loren A., whose name in- 

troduces this sketch; R. Scott, pastor of Hanscom Park 

Methodist Episcopal church, Omaha, Nebraska ; the Rev. 

Preston S., a minister of the Methodist church, at the 
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present time principal of the Philander Smith College, at 

Niani Tal, India, where he has spent seven )-ears in mis- 

sionary educational work ; Edna Blanche, now the wife 

of Thomas Staver, of Indianapolis ; Gertrude is with her. 

parents, attending school, and J17ill Cumbacl; died in 

childhood. 

Dr. Loren A. Hyde was horn bkrch 6, 1870, at 

East Enterprise, Switzerland county, and received his 

early mental discipline in the schools of his native place. 

Subsequently he finished his literary education in Moore’s 

Hill College, and after a preliminary course of reading 

entered the Medical College of Indiana. from which he 

was graduated in 1S97, and while a student he was un- 

der the watchful care of Dr. L. H. Dunning, of Iuclian- 

apolis, as preceptor, immediately thereafter beginning to 

practice his profession in Indianapolis, \vliere he continued 

until 1902. Iii the latter year he left the capital city and 

came to Linton, where he formed a partnership with Dr. 

B. A. Rose, the oldest physician in the place, and since 

the above date he has built up a very satisfactoq- and 

lucrative practice, devoting special attention to diseases 

of the eye, ear and throat, for treatment of I\-hich he-fitted 

himself by Ion g and critical study and research under the 

direction of some of the most eminent specialists of the 

day. 1Vhile successful in the general practice he has been 

eminently so in the special lines, his services being in great 

demand by sufferers from the ailments mentioned, and 

ere long he will doubtless devote his entire attention to 

the branches of the profession for which he has made 

such careful and painstaking preparation. Dr. Hyde is 

a very busy man and the amount of good he has already 

accomplished for suffering humanity is incalculable. 
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He is no longer under the necessity of attending to 

the wide range of practice which his firm has built up, 

but confines his attention very largely to office work, 

whither numerous patients afflicted in the manner indi- 

cated are wont to come for special treatment. The doctor 

has a c1e‘a.r field in his special lines, and his success 

heretof’ore bespeaks for him a future of great promise 

and usefulness. 
. 

Dr. Hyde is a Mason of hi,oh standjng, belonging to 

the blue lodge and chapter at Linton, the Royal Arch Ua- 

sons and the Council of Royal and Select Masters in In- 

dianapolis, bein g high priest in the chapter with lx-hi& 

he holds membership. He is also identified with the 

Knights of Pythias and the Benevolent and Protecti\-e 

Order of Elks; also the Greene County Medical Society, 

of which he served as president’in rgo6; the State Medical 

Association, and the American IMedical Association, and 

in reli,oion was reared a Methodist, holding at this time 

the office of treasurer in the church at Linton. 

On March 12, 1890, was solemnized the marriage 

of Dr. Hyde and Maim Heizer, of Indianapolis, claqh- 

ter of C. C. ancl Nancy Heizer. Nrs. Hyde ITas born, 

reared a&l educated in the above city and her parents still 

reside there. She is one of a family of four daughters, 

whose names are as folio+-s : Eva B., Mrs. Sarah E., 

Jackson and Nettie, wife of Austin Menclenhall. E\ra, 

the only unmarried one, being principal of the Deaf and 

Dumb Institute at Indianapolis, which position she has 

held for the last twenty years. 

Dr. and Mrs. Hyde have one son, Cecil Will Hyde, 

aged sixteen, and a student in the Linton high school. 
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JAMES T. ROACH. 

The subject of this sketch is a native of Sullivan 

county, Indiana, and the eldest of three sons who con- 

stituted the family of William 0. and Mary Roach, the 

father born September I, 1843, at Bruceville, Knos coun- 

ty, and the mother in the county of Sullivan, September 

2Sth of the year 1845, her name ‘prior to her marriage 

having been Mary Brodie. William C. Roach, a mechanic 

by occupation and a man of many sterling qualities, cle- 

parted this life in 1901, at Linton, in which city his widow 

still resides. Their second son, ~Villiam C. Roach, a 

farmer, and representative citizen, of Sullivan county, 

is a man of family, having a wife and t\\-o children; Em- 

mons, the youngest son, is unmarried and lives with his 

mother in Linton, being bv occupation a bricklayer. 

The subject’s father and grandfather served in the 

late Civil war, the former in Company D? Thirtylfirst In- 

diana Infantry, the ‘latter as captain in the Forty-third 

Regiment, .both seeing- much active service and earning 

honorable mention for meritorious conduct on the field 

of battle. The father, who was promoted to sergeant of 

his company, was several times wounded and finally died 

from the effects of an injury received by the explosion of 

a shell, having been paralyzed several years prior to his 

death. Grandfather Roach served with distinction to the 

end of the war, and later moved to ,&lderson county, 

Kansas, where he became prominent in local politics, rep- 

resenting that county in the legislature at the time of his 

death. 

James T. Roach, whose birth occurred on the 3d 



day of July, 1867, was reared in his native county and 

received a practical education in the schools of the same. 

IjVhile still a mere youth he worked with his father, who 

xv& a bricklayer, and in due time mastered that trade and 

became a very rapid and efficient mechanic. On attain- 

ing his,majority he engaged in brick masonry upon his 

own responsibility, later contracted for work at various 

places, and in 1897 came to Lint’on, where during the 

ensuing years he followed his trade very extensively, 

erecting in that time a number of the city’s most preten- 

tious business blocks, and public buildings, to say nothing 

of the large amount of work done in the construction of 

less imposing structures and edifices. During the twent) 

years which he devoted to his chosen calling he not only 

achieved success and reputation as a first-class workman 

and master builder, but by industry and prudent manage- 

ment accumulated a handsome property and placed him- 

self in independent circumstances. Owing to an accident 

by which he was permanently disabled Mr. Roach, in 

1901, was obliged to discontinue his operations as a me- 

chanic and retired from business, since which time he has 

lived amid the quiet of his home and city, in the enjoy- 

ment of the fruits of his swell-directed labors. He has 

always taken an active interest in public and political af- 

fairs, and in Igo was elected, on the Republican ticket, 

county commissioner for a term of three years, the duties ‘ 

of which responsible trust he has clischar,aecl ably and 

conscientiously, with an eye solely to the public good. He . 
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is one of the Republican leaders in Greene county, influ- 

ential in the counsels of his party and an active participant 

in the deliberations of conventions and other assemblages, 
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and to him as much as to any one man is due the suc- 

cess of the ticket in not a few hotly-contested campaigns. 

He is treasurer of Lodge So. 360. -1ncient Free and -AC- 

ceptecl Masons, at Linton, and a leading member of the 

local loclge of Odd Fellows, in which he holds the title 

,of past grand and past capital potentate in the encamp- 

ment. His religious faith is represented by the 3Iethoclist 

Episcopal creed, to which his wife and family also belong. 

April 22, 1892, Mr. Roach and Miss Ella V-ooclward 

were united in the bonds of holy wedlock, the marriage 

resulting in the birth of one-child, Raleigh 0. Roach, who 

first saw the light of clay on October 19, 1S93. Mrs. 

Roach’s family were among the old and highly esteemed 

settlers of Sullivan county. Her father, George 1Voocl- 

ward, a soldier in the Civil war and a’most excellent and 

enterprising’ citizen, died in the year. 1892, as did also 

his wife, the two deaths occurring within ten days ‘of 

each other. George a&l Julia 1Vooclward reared a fan%- 

ly of’ three daughters, Lettie, wife of Charles Beck, of 

Sullivan county; Rosa, deceased, was the wife of 1Villiam 

Goodman ; and Mrs. Roach. 

FRANKLIN RAMSEY. 

One of the leading farmers and stock raisers of 

Greene c,ounty and holding distinctive prestige as an in- 

* telligent and enterprising man of affairs, is Franklin Ram- 

sey, the subject, who is the son of Samuel and Margaret 

(Orr) Ramsey, natives of Pennsylvania and Ohio, re- 
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.ively. Paternally he is descended from an old and 

eminently respectable family of the former state, and his 

maternal ancestors were among the early settlers of Co- 

lumbiana county, Ohio, where his b&h occurred January 

26, 1839, having first seen the light of clay in the town of 

Lisbon. Mr. Ramsey was reared to agricultural pursuits 

in his native county and early learned to appreciate the 

dignity of honest toil. During the winter seasons of his 

youth he attended the district Schools, devoting the re- 

mainder of the year to labor. in the fields. After re- 

maining at home until old enough to begin the struggle 

of life upon his own responsibility he turned his atten- 

tion to any kind of honorable effort that he found profit- 

able, and thus in various ways was he employed until the 

breaking out of the Civil war, when he enlisted July 6, 

1S61, in Company C, Twenty-first Indiana Infantry, later 

in the First Heavy Artillery, with which he saw much act- 

ive service during his military experience of five years, 

participating in a number of sanguinary engagements, 

notably anion g which were the siege of Port Hudson and 

the actions at Kew Orleans, Baton Rouge, Spanish Fort 

and the capture of Mobile. While at the front he ever 

bore himself as a brave and gallant soldier, was strict in 

the discharge of every duty and never shirked a responsi- 

bility, however arduous. He entered the army as a pri- 

vate, but subsequently was promoted sergeant of his com- 

pan’>-, and at the expiration of his period of service, Jan- 

uary IO, 1866, was discharged with an honorable record, 

of which he feels deservedly proud. 

Mr. Ramsey became a resident of Indiana in 1854, 

and since that year has been identified with the material 

78 

, 

- 
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interests of the county of Greene. Returning from the 

army he engaged in agricultural pursuits on rented land 

for a period of four years, and during the three years en- 

suing devoted his attention to the lumber business, in 

which his success was encouraging. At the expiration of 

that time he began dealing in grain, and was thus en-. 

gaged for six years, when he again resumed farming, put-- 

chasing and improving a fine place, which now embraces 

an area of six hundred acres. He gave this his personal 

attention until retiring from active life in 1SS6, and 

changing his residence to Bloomfield. As an agriculturist 

Mr. Ramsey ranks with the most enterprising and pro- 

gressive in Greene c80unty, and his splendid farm, with its 

commodious buildings and other substantial improve- 

ments, has long been recognized as one of the most beau- 

tifu1 and desirable rural homes of the township in which 

it is situated. In addition to tilling the soil he raises con- 

siderable stock. His success in this important branch of 

farming yields no small share of the handsome income 

which has placed him in independent circumstances. His 

home in Bloomfield is also a finely situated dwelling, well 

supplied with modern improvements, and being sur- 

rounded by all the comforts and conveniences’ which 

ample means can suggest, his present mode of life leaves 

little or nothing to be desired. 

. 

Mr. Ramsey is a Democrat in politics and for many 

years has been ati active and influential participant in pub- 

lit and political affairs. In recognition of important serv- 

ices rendered his party he was three times elected to the 

office of township trustee and later served two telms as 

clerk of the Greene county circuit court, in both of which 
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capacities he discharged the duties in’cumbent upon him 

in a manner highly satisfactory to all concerned and made 

a creditable record as an able, painstaking and obliging 

official. 

In September, 1880, Mr. Ramsey entered the mar- 

riage relation with Mrs. Elizs J. iVest (nee Denny)? a 

native of Pennsylvania, widow of the late Thomas West, 

who has borne him two children, Frank and Dollie. The 

former was born February 20, I%%, received a go80cl eclu- 

cation in the schools of Greene county, and at this time 

is one of the leading farmers of the township in which he 

resides. He married Miss Bertie Combs, also of the coun- 

ty of Greene, and is the father of two sons, who answer 

to the names of Luther and Franklin. Dollie; Ramsey is 

now the wife of Lester Mansfield, of Greene county, to 

whom she was married on November 13. 1905. 

JOHN LYMAN MORGAN. 

The gentleman whose name introduces this sketch 

is a widely known farmer and stock raiser, and the son of 

deorg-e C. and Lydia (Gannon) Morgan and half-brother 

to Henry C. Morgan, whose biography appears elsewhere 

in these pages. He is a native of Greene county, Indiana, 

and dates his birth from February 23, 1863. He was 

reared under excellent home influences, en joyed the ad- 

vantages of a common school education in his youth, and 

later became a student of K,otre Dame University-, from 

which he II-as graduated with the degree of Xaster of 

Arts, class of 1881. 

1 
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,-liter completin, 0- his university course Mr. Norgan 

became associated with his father in buying and shipping 

live stock, to which business he has since devoted his 

attention, and in u-hich his success has been truly remark- 

able, as is indicated by the magnitude to which his opera- 

tions have grown and his wide publicity in business circles 

throughout the entire United States and Canada. Mr. 

Morgan has literally grown up with the live stock busi- 

ness, and in all matters pertaining thereto his judgment 

is practically unerring and his experience such as to make 

him an authority. He has long been considered one of 

the shrewdest judges of cattle and hogs in the state,, and 

in the leading markets of this country his name is as well 

known and as highly esteemed as that of any other dealer, 

in addition to which he has also established an honorable 

reputation as an enterprising and far-seeing business man 

in several foreign countries, to which he makes large ship- 

ments from time to time. A man of broad mind, pro- 

gressive ideas, with a penchant for large undertakings, 

he has made his influence felt among the leaders of his 

calling in all the great commercial centers of the Union, 

and today in the cities of New York, Eutialo, Chicago, . 

etc., there is no man whose judgment in the matter of 

live stock commands greater respect or whose opinion 

carries more weight. 

In addition to his large and steadily growing busi- 

ness in live stock Mr. Morgan is also interested quite ex- 

tensively in real estate, owning valuable farming and 

grazing lands in Indiana and other states, the subject’s 

holdings in Greene county alone amounting to two thou- 

sand four liunclrecl acres, valued at one hundred 

* -s= .- _-... 
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dollars per acre. He is a stockholder and director 

in the First Xational Bank at Linton. IJ%ile it 

is true that Mr. Morgan, on starting in life, received 

material assistance from his father, it was not until the 

latter had full)- satisfied himself as to the young man’s 

ability and judgment to manage his own affairs success- 

fully that there was turned over to him the section of 

land n-hicl; constituted the basis of his fortune, and to 

which he has since added until, as alreacly indicated, he 

now oxiis four times that amount. His plans have ever 

be& carefully formed, and in carrying them into effect 

he has seldom if ever failed, and only in very rare in- 

stances has his judgment been at fault. His ability to 

foresee the outcome of present arrangements and action 

is remarkable. IVhile his financial success has been com- 

mensurate with the energy and enterprise with which he 

has prosecuted his business affairs, his reputation for fair 

dealing in all his relations with his fellox men has ever 

been such as to gain for him unbounded esteem and honor. 

A Democrat in his political views and interested in 

goocl government, he is not a partisan, much less ‘an of- 

fice seeker, preferring to devote his time to his business 

affairs, and t,o be known by the simple title of citizen. He 

has traveled quite extensively over all parts of the United 

States, meeting all classes and conclitions of people. This 

practical experience, with his fine scholastic training, 

tending to broaden his mind and give him enlarged con- 

ceptions of life and duty and to make him an all-around 

well informed man. 

Mr. nIorgan in the year 1892 entered the marriage 

relation with -Anna Hayes, who was born in IT’ashing- 
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ton, Indiana, and educated in the schools of that city 

and in St. Rose Academy at Vincennes, having been grad- 

uated from the latter institution in IS&. She has borne 

her husband the following children : Ilene, aged thirteen 

years, Mildr ec eleven years old, and John H.; who bears 1, 

his f.our years with becoming grace and dignity. At this 

time Mrs. Morgan is residing temporarily in Inclianapo- 

lis in order to give her children the advantages of the 

schools of that city. 

Mr. Morgan is a gentleman of pleasing presence, and 

companionable to those with whom he has business rela- 

tions. He is essentially a busy man, but not to the extent 

of losing sight of social. amenities or bec,oming narrow, 

being popular with a large circle of friends in his own 

and adjoining counties and a true gentleman in all the 

term implies. 

COL. ADEN G. CAVINS. 
. 

Perhaps no man who has ever lived in Greene county 

was more highly esteemed while living or more sincerely 

mourned in death than Col. Aden G. Cavins, who was 

in deed and truth Greene county’s “grand ‘old man.” Uni- 

versally admired by men in all walks of life, he n-as a 

splendid type of a gentleman. His was a spirit dominated 

by the highest ideals of service and sacrifice, an illustrious 

esample of temperate living, unflinching honesty and ab- 

solute fidelity to every obligation of citizenship. Rich in 

his wealth of knowledge and ripe with the experience if 

-- 



. 
GREEliE COUXTY, IXDIAN.4. 1233 

years, he seemed an essential personality to his com- 

munity. 

Colonel Cavins was born in Lawrence county, In- 

diana, October 24, 1827, the son of Samuel R. Cavins, a 

sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this volume. He 

grew to boyhood on a farm and securecl only a limited 

education.in the common schools of his locality. In later 

years he entered Asbury, now, De Pauw University, 

where he took a three years’ course. He then entered the 

University of Indiana at Bloomington, where he gradu- 

ated from the law department in 1849. .He practiced law 

in Bloomfield, Indiana, until IS;S, when he went to Ne- 

braska City, Nebraska, where he practiced law and was 

elected to the legislature. At the outbreak of the Civil 

war he returned to Bloomfield, and after recruiting a 

company for the Fifty-ninth Regiment, Indiana Volun- 

teer Infantry, he was commissioned captain of Company 

E in November, 1861. He went to the front and re- 

mained until the. war ended, passing through some of 

the most hotly contested baftles and hardest campaigns. 

He was with General Pope on his expedition to New Ma- ’ 

clricl, Missouri, in 1862, and after Island No. 2 was 

evacuated he went with his regiment to Pittsburg Land- 

ing. He took part in the siege of Corinth. F,or his dis- 

tinguished service iri 1862 Governor Morton commis- 

sioned him major of the Ninety-seventh Regiment, In- 

diana Volunteer Infantry, and in December of the .same 

year he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel 

#of his regiment. He took part in the siege of Vicksburg. 

At Jackson, Mississippi, his horse was killed by a cannon 

ball. He participated in the battles of Missionary Ridge. 



1240 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS 

From there he went to the relief of Burnsides at Knos- 

ville. Later he took part in the bloody engagements at 

Resaca, Dallas and Xew Hope cl~urcl~. In June! rS64 

his regiment had the honor of capturing seven hundred 

Confederates, including a large part of the Thirty-first 

Alabama R.egiment, with its field and staff oflicers. Xt 

Kenesaw Mountain he led his regiment and at :\tlanta 

his command captured the Fifth Tennessee Regiment, 

which had killed General McPherson. Later he was 

present when many hard-fought engagements occurred. 

and remained in command of the Ninety-seventh Regi- 

ment from Goldsborough until he arrived at 1Vashington 

City at the close of the lx-al-,, where he was mustered out 

with the rank of colonel. . 

After the war he resumed the practice of law x-it11 

his brother, Col. E. H. C. Cavins, at Bloomfield, and was 

eminently successful. Several years later he retired and 

led a quiet life with th’e companionship of his books and 

the society of his friends. He was a staunch Republican 

and in ISSo n-as the presidential elector for the second 

congressional district and in 1S92 u-as his party’s can- 

didate for appellate judge. He was a loyal member of the 

Masonic iraternity and a regular attendant at all its 

meetings. 

Colonel Cavins was twice married. His first wife 

was Julia Taylor> whom he married in IS j I. She died 

in 1854. Two sons were born to this union--Charles, cle- 

ceased, and Eclwarcl~ n-ho is living. Later he married Ma- 

tilda Livingston, .who bore him eight children, namely : 

\Yilliam L., Frank, Mrs. Margaret E. Henderson, of 

Bloomfield, Indiana : Xrs. Lelia X. Baughman, of Evans- 
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ville, Indiana, and Mrs. Josephine D. Torr, of Greencas- 

tle, Indiana, and Hugh L., Alden L. and Lee, deceased. 

As a lawyer Colonel Cavins \vas second to none in 

southern Indiana, and his high precepts of duty have kept 

many men out of costly litigation. He was the peer of 

any advocate at the local bar. As a soldier his militant 

spirit was at its best, and his renown n-as such as to com- 

mand recognition from men liigly in the ranks during the 

war, As a citizen he was straightforward in all his meth- 

ods, courageoys in his public expressions and beneyolent 

iti his daily associations. -4s a neighbor he n-as kindly, 

considerate aycl generous. 

Colonel Cavins was broad and intellectual and pos- 

sessecl a wonderful memory. He especially liked to recite 

the stirring events of the xorlcl’s wars. He u-as a close 

student of history and standard literature and seemed 

never to forget anything after he had carefull!- read it. 

He was a brilliant conversationalist. 

He was a man that all could unite in honoring and 

in whose death all felt a common sort:ow---not because he 

was all things to all men, hut because he was always cz 

plain, sincere, honest man. 

I 

Nathan V. Slinkarcl n-as born in Cass tou-nship, 

Greene county, Indiana, one mile southeast of Sen-berry, 

1Iarch 28, 1837. He is the son of Henry and Margaret 

Ann (Stoics) Slinkarcl, the former a nati\-e of Worth 

I I’ 
I-: 

- 
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Carolina and the latter a native of Ohio. Henry was the 

son of John Slinkard, a native of Germany, who first set- 

tlecl in North Carolina after coming to -limerica. He 

came in a very early clay to Kentucky and then to Indiana, 

settling in Greene county, being a pioneer there, where 

he lived on a farm until his death. Henry, the father of 

the subject, \vas ten years old when John Slinkarcl, the 

subject’s granclfather, brought him to Greene county, Cass 

township, n-here he worked as a farmer and later pro- 

prietor of a mill on Slinkarcl creek? later called First 

creek, and he lived there until his death. His wife was 

the daughter of John Storms, a native of Ohio, but came 

to Indiana in pioneer days, locating on a farm. Nr. and 

Mrs. Henry Slinkarcl were the parents of the follow- 

ing children : Moses and J~ohn S.. both deceased ; K’a- 

than, the subject of this sketch; Mary Ann, deceased ; 

Joan, widow of Sanford Webster ; Frederick, living in 

Linton. Indiana ; 1Villiam, living in Cass township. 

Greene county, Indiana, on a farm; _Uesander, who lives 

near Bedford, Indi5na; Martha, deceased ; -Amanda, the 

wife of John Chandler; Margaret Catherine. deceased. 

Henry Slinkarcl was a Democrat. He and his wife were 

members of the Lutheran church. 

Xathan V. Slinkarcl has spent his entire life in Cass 

township, Greene county, Indiana. He ~-as rai,sed on a 

farm and got a meager education in the old-fashioned sub- 

scription schools. He remained at home until he was 

twenty-one years old. He learned the miller’s trade, and 

n-as also a good mechanic. He also learned the carpen- 

ter’s trade and the bricklayer’s and stonemason’s trade.. 

He farms and still works some at all of these. He has 
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been li\-ing in the town of Xexberry, Indiana,, for forty- 

three years. 

The subject xyas married April 14, 1S63~ to Sarah 

Edwards, who was born. in Knox county, Indiana, No- 

vember 14, IS~O. She was the daughter of Hugh Cam- 

eron Edwards and Sancy (11’arcl) Edwards, both natives 

of Da\-iess county. Hugh Edwards \yas a farmer, who 

spent most of his life in Knox county, where he died. 

They were the parents of eight’ children, namely : 1\‘il- 

liam. xl-ho died in the army; Sarah, n-ife of the subject 

, of this sketch ; Harrison and Joshua, both deceased, hnv- 

ing died in chilclhoocl ; Eliza, the wife of a Mr. Fry; 

Thornton and Mary, both cleceasecl ; Lemuel, who is living 

in Monroe City, Knox county, Indiana. He is a school 

teacher. Hugh Edwards was a Republican. ‘He and his 

wife were both Presbyterians. 

The subject alid wife are the parents of six children, 

as follows : 117illiam L., an attorney of Bloomfield, In- 

diana ; Theodore, also an attorney in Bloomfield; Marga- 

ret is the xife of Finley Spooner, living in Bloomfield ; 

Charlib: is a farmer living in JVashington township, 

Greene county, Indiana ; Steven is living at home; Ethel 

was the xife of Charles Armstrong. She is now deceased. 

Nr. and hIt-s. N. V. Slinkard lived for some time in Da- 

viess county, Indiana, after their marriage. He is a Dem- 

,ocrat, and has been supervisor of his county and is now on 

the advisory board. He is a member of the Independent 

Order of Odd Fellows. He has been through the chairs c 
and is a member of the grand lodge. Both he and his wife 

are members of the Lutheran church and they are highly 

respected by everybody in Newberry. 
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JOHK I. MIL--431. 

In\ the death of John I. Milam, for a number of years 

one of the public-spiritecl ancl representative citizens of 

Bloomfield, the county of Greene lost a man ~210 promised 

to worthily fill important trusts. He was honored 

by his fellow men and his career, though comparatively 

brief, conferred credit and dignity upon the community 

and his influence had much to do in molding the senti- 

ment of the political party with which he affiliated and 

led it to victory in a number of hotly contested campaigns., 

He \vas essentially a man of the people, a true AAmerican 

of the period in xhich he li\-ed and possessing the esteem 

and confidence of his fellow citizens. It is but just to 

state that oil the roster of Greene county’s men of ability 

and sterling wxth his name shines with peculiar llister. 

The family of 11.hich John I. Xilam n-as an honor- 

able representative has been know-n in Greene county since 

the pioneer period, his father having moved here from 

Virginia in an early day and settled in n-hat is now Rich- 

land township, where he purchasecl land, cleared a farm, 

and in connection with the pursuit of agriculture also 

operated a cooper shop. He was a man of influence in 

,his communit)-, a leader in all worthy enterprises for its 

material ad\-ancement, and is remembered as a most escel- 

lent and praiseworthy citizen, who clicl much for the moral 

improvement of those with whom he miligled. His lvife. 

before marriage was. Margaret Routt, also belonged to 

one of the old and highly esteemed families of Greene 

county, and n-as a lad>- of beautiful character and many 

virtues, whose life was a blessing to her relatil-es and 
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friends and a benediction to all with whom she came in 

contact. This excellent couple passed to their reward 

some years ago and left as a priceless heritage to their 

posterity the memory of names and deeds which time can 

neither obliterate nor dim. 

John I. Milan1 was born April 3 I, 1834, and spent 

his early life on the family homes&l, receiving the best 

education n-hich the schools of the time could impart. He 

devoted especial attention to penmanship and in clue time 

became one o’f the most skillful ancl artistic penmen in 

this part of the state, his chipography as it appears on the 

county records having almost the smoothness and fault- 

less symmetry of the finest copper plate. His father dying 

when John was quite young. his mother subsequently be- 

came the wife of Hugh L. Livingston, a lawyer of Bloom- 

field, who proved a father indeed to the lad ancl spared 

no effort to rear him to a. life of honor ancl usefulness. 

Later he entered the service of ‘Samuel R. Cavins, and 

while still a youth he was given a position in the clerk’s 

office by that gentleman, and practically spent the remain- 

der of his life in the same, serving a number of years as 

deputy and later was elected clerk, the duties of which 

office he discharged with credit to himself and to the sat- 

isfaction of the public until his death, which occurred 

while serving his second term. Mr. Milam was a Demo- 

crat of the most pronounced type and it is doubtful if his 

party in Greene county has ever enjoyed the services of 

a more adroit or successful leader. He was a natural 

politician, judicious in counsel, shrewd in planning cam- 

paigns, skillful in conducting the same and to him more 

than any other man was the local Democracy indebted for 
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its strength and success during the years of his leader- 

ship. With all his ability as a politician he was eminently . 

honorable in his methods, never resorted to the undigni- 

fied and questionable practices of the professional parti- 

san, but on the contrary so conducted the affairs of his 

party as to gain not only the confidence of his political as- 

sociates, but the esteem and good will of those holding 

views directly the opposite of his own. 

On December 26, ISjd, Mr. Milam was united in 

the bonds of wedlock with Miss Julia Ferguson, who was 

born near Shelbyville, Kentucky, the daughter of 11’illiam 

and Susan (Graves) Ferguson, lof that state, but early set- 

tlers of Greene county, Indiana. Mr. Ferguson mol-ed 

his family to this county when Mrs. Milan1 \vas a small 

child and located in Highlancl township, where in due 

time he became a progressive farmer and leading citizen 

and where he spent the remaining years of his life. Him- 

self and xife were consistent members of the Presbyte- 

rian church and leaders in all laudable mo\-ements for the 

betterment of their friends and neighbors, among whom 

they were held in high esteem and regard. They were 

the parents of eight children, as follows : 1Villiam H., 

Eliza, Andres, Benjamin, America, Esther J., Mary and 

Julia A., the majority of whom grew to years of ma- 

turity and became well settled in life and hi&ly respected 

in their several places of residence. 

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Milan1 was blessed 

with four children, namely : John, &lack, Mitton and 

Nettie, wife of Dr. 111. Beaty, all deceased but the last 

named, who lives in Cincinnati, where her husband is a 

practicing physician. 
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Measured by the true standard of excellence, Mr. 

Milan1 may be considered a man of noble aims and high 

ideals, whose life was filled to repletion with activity and 

usefulness, and who ever tried to do the right as he saw 

and understood it. He wielded an influence for good in 

the community and proved worthy of the high trust re- 

posed in him by his fellow men, and as a neighbor and 

citizen none stood higher in the esteem of the public. 

On the 23~1 day of July, 1865, in his thirty-second 

year, when life seemed full of hope and pr80mise, the final 

dissolution came, which soon or late must come to all, 

and his untimely death was felt as a personal bereavement 

in the city where his life had been so signall>- accom- 

plished. To those who knew him no words of eulogy are 

needed, for his life was an open book, inviting the closest 

scrutiny, and there were few if any blots on its fair pages. 

Of honest worth and unostentatious character, his name 

merits an encluring place on the roll of Greene county’s 

representative men, while his memory is destined long to 

be cherished in the hearts of his friends and fellow 

citizens. 

Three years after the death of Mr. Milam, Mrs. Mi- 

lam became the wife of John J. Hardy, July 1.1, 1868, a 

well known and highly respected resident of Bedford, to 

a brief review of whose life the remainder of this sketch 

is devoted. Mr. Hardy was a native of Virginia, but 

came to Indiana in his youth and grew to maturity in 

Lawrence county. He early learned blacksmithing, and, 

acquiring great skill as a w&kman, was not long in builcl- 

ing up a lucrati\-e patronage in Bedford, where he con- 

ducted a very successful establishment until physical dis- 
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ability rendered imperative a less strenuous mode of life, 

when he disposed of his shop and engaged in the livery 

business. 

XI-. Hardy was one of the brave young men. of the 

Korth who so nobly responded to the country’s call for 

defenders n-hen the gallant ship of state was wrecked on 

the rugged rocks of treason and disunion, enlis$ng in 

Company G, Fourth Indiana Cavalry, with which he 

served until the espiration of the time f&r which he vol- 

unteered, when he x-e-enlisted in Company A, Fifteenth 

Indiana Infantry, remaining with the latter command LIII- 

til the close df the war. He entered the army as a private, 

but for gallalit ancl meritorious conduct was promoted 

successively until reaching the position of major of his 

regiment, alth,ough the commission for the office did not 

arrive until after his discharge at the cessation of hos- 

tilities. 

Fen- soldiers had as varikcl or thrilling experience as 

Mr. Hardy, and not one in a thousand ever went through 

as many dangerous situations as he and lived to tell the 

story. He took part in all the battles in which his regi- 

ment was engaged, received several wounds in as many 

actions at?d after one battle five bullets were extracted 

from his body, in addition to which his jawbone was 

broken by a flying missile and one ball that entered his 

shoulder finally made its way under the arm on the oppo- 

site side of the body. He was fairly riddled with shot 

and otherwise bruised, and the mystery of it all is that he 

ever lived through the deadly ordeal and reached his 

home. It was by reason of the effects of these injuries _ 

that he changed his business, as above stated, and c,ontin- 
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ued to sufier from his wounds as long as he lived, but 

being a sbldier, true and tried, and a patriot who made 

everything subordinate to his love of country, he was 

never known to repine, but, on the contrary, was proud of 

the scars received in defense of the flag, for whose honor 

he gave a full measure of heroic service. 

In ‘politics he was stanchly and uncompromisingly 

Republican, and for a number of years was an active and 

influential member of the Grand Almy post at Bloom- 

field. He discharged the duties of citizenship in the quiet, 

unostentatious manner becoming a true American, .clicl 

much to promote the business interests of his city and in 

a marked degree enjoyed the confidence and friendship of 

his fellow men. To the best of his ability he lived up to 

his highest ideals of duty, and in his death the community 

lost a valuable citizen, .the xyife a devoted husband and 

the nation one of its brave and patriotic defenders. 

WILLIAM S. DAVIS. 

X striking illustration of what may be accon~plisl~ecl 

by industrious effort and persistent application is found 

in the character of our subject> who is one of the most 

successful farmers and stock breeders of Greene county. 

Mr. Davis was born in North Carolina on October 13, 

ISjj> being the son of John 11’. and Mary (Walker) Da- 

vis, both natives of that state. The Davis family are of 

Scotch extraction, the ancestors having come to America 

during the time that such large numbers of Scotch and 

79 
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Irish people were leaving the foreign fields for homes in 

the new world. The paterna1 grandfather of Lemuel 

Davis followed farming and blacksmithing, and ended his 

days in North Carolina. He was an ardent lover of the 

American Union and enlisted from North Carolina.in the 

army during the Mexican war, in which struggle he took 

an active part, doin g most valiant and effective service. 

In 1866, when our subject was eleven years old, his 

father removed to Rush county, Indiana, and worked out 

as a farm hand. After that he began farming on his own 

responsibility, and for several years we find him making 

frequent changes by way of purchasing or renting fatm 

property. At this time he made several trips with his 

family to Missouri and Kansas, engaging there in farm- 

ing, sometimes making purchases and at other times rent- 

ing farm land. William received- considerable experience 

in these ventures ancl profited greatly by what he co~11c1 

observe in making bargains and in executing transactions. 

John W. Davis was living in Greene county at the time of 

his death on June II, 1898. He left seven children, his 

wife having departed this life several years previous. 

During the Civil war he joined the Confederate army and 

was first lieutenant in his company. He was a great help 

in the smithing department, and did considerable manu- 

facturing of stirrups for the soldiery. After two years, 

however, he lost sympathy with the southern army, join- 

ing himself to the Union troops, and continuing there- 

with until the war’s close. 

William received but a meager education, but ac- 

quired the faculty of keen observation and a tendency to 

experiplient and investigate matters for himself. After 
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reaching maturity he became engaged in farming, and 

during the years following this humble beginning he has 

made substantial additions to his original tract, until he 

has gained possession of two hundred and eight acres. 

He has made a close study of the science of agriculture 

and has been enabled so to apply his knowledge of crops 

and their needs that he has greatly increased his annual 

yield from year to year. In doing this he has demon- 

strated to others the value of scientific knowledge when it 

comes to farming and has proved that soils can be so 

treated as tlo give forth a greater yield without exhaustion 

than wis at one time deemed possible. 

In connection with the above.Mr. Davis has had most 

conspicuous success in raising fine breeds of hogs, cattle 

and poultry. He holds sales at frequent intervals, at 

which time he often disposes of sufficient numbers to 

make his receipts quite large. His droves of Poland- 

China hogs are splendid examples of care and interest in 

their growth, and are the wonder of all who visit the 

falm. They are known far and wide as being among the 

best of their kind to be found in this country. The Short- 

horn cattle, too, marvels of excellence, are the most at- 

tractive features about the farm. l&Iost of his stock is 

registered, and Mr. Davis takes great pride in keeping his 

animals in the best of condition and never lacks for a mar- 

ket when desiring to sell. 

On November 24, 1894, Mr. Davis was joined in 

wedlock to Nancy A. Slinkard, daughter of Moses and 

Sarah (Smelser) Slinkard. Mrs. Davis is a member of 

the Unitecl Brethren church, and they are held in high 

esteem by their neighbors and friends. Their farnil\ con- s 
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sists of sis children: The eldest died unnamed ; IVinnie 

died in rS99. aged se[-enteen months and twenty-six c1aj.s ; , 

Charles D., born in -August, 1899; IVilliam Henry, born 

October 13, 1901; Russell il.? born January 9: 1904; 

Florence, the youngest, was born December 3 I, 1906. 

Both parents and children take great pride in the 

\vholesome atmosphere of the home, making it one of the 

most delightful places for their many visitors and friends. 

GKY H. HUNPHREYS. 

Success is not necessarily a matter of genius, as held 

by many, but rather the outcome of clear judgment, per- 

sistency and rightly applied effort. The successful man 

is he who plans his owl advancement and accomplishes 

it in spite of opposition. Difficulties and obstacles n-ill 

always disappear before determination and unfaltering 

energy, and, while the road to prosperity does not always 

seem plain, there can ever be found a path leading to 

the goal of one’s hopes. Among those worthy sons of 

Greene county who had ambitions to exe1 in the battle 

of life is the subject of this sketch, who, although he had 

influential ancestors and enjoyed early advantages that 

many youths do not have, has gained his present prestige 

at the bar very Iaigely through his ow1 efforts and 

gained n-ide recognition in his chosen profession while 

yet a young man, by sheer force of his .individuality. 

GLIJ~ H. Humphreys was born in Linton January 15, 

1878, the son of James H. Humphreys, cashier of the 
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Linton Ea&. His mother was Mattie (Jackson) 

HL~l~~ph-eys, who died when our subject was one year 

old. His paternal grandfather, . Honorable Andrew 

Humphreys, was one of Greene county’s most distin- 

guished citizens for a half century (a sketch of whose 

life is found elsewhere in this volume). The subject's 

maternal grandfather was Dr. Evan A. Jackson, a native 

of Kentucky, who xts an early settler in Greene county. 

Guy H. Hwnphreys received a liberal mental train- 

ing, having attended the public schools in Linton, later 

teaching school there for a period of three years, a part 

of this time being devoted to teaching in Stockton town- 

ship. He xas principal one year in the common school 

department of the Indiana Boys’ School at Plainfield. 

He u-as eminently successful in his educational work and 

many who had occasion to know of his work in this line 

re,orettecl the fact that he gave up teaching to launch in 

the journalistic field in which, however, he was ecluall) 

successful, having been city editor of the Linton Daily Call 

from 1902 to 1903. Later he was clerk in the Linton 

Eank for four years, showing his natural business tact 

in a Jlery plausible manner while thus engaged, and he 

was called upon to serve his city from time to time as 

ton-n clerk and ton-n treasurer, later as city clerk and tit) 

treasurer. These positions came by appointment. In 

April, IgoT, Mr. Humphreys was appointed by Governor 

Hanly a member of the board of contr.01 of the Indiana 

Boys’ School at Plainfield in reco,onition of his faithful 

public service and the escellent record he had made. He 

still ably manages his part of this work in 1908. 

Nr. Humphreys entered the Indiana State Uniter- 
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sity in rgcq, where he made a brilliant record, complet- 

ing a three years’ course in the law department in two 

years , graduating with honor in 1906, taking the degree 

#of Bachelor of Law. He came to Bloomfield in 1906 and 

took up the practice of law, making a success from the 

first and soon becoming popular in that vicinity. 

Our subject was happily married, February IO, 

1903, to Carrie Elrod, of RIoomfield, a lady of a promi- 

nent family and possessing many admirable traits. She 

was private secretary tb the superintendent of the Indiana 

Boys’ Sch,ool, and later assistant secretary of the presi- 

dent of the State University. 

. 

Mr. and Mrs. Humphreys are well knolvn in the 

community where they reside for their hospitality; gen- 

iality and well ordered lives, making and ‘retaining scores 

of friends and enjoying the undivided esteem of all who 

know them. Owing to the splendid start Mr. Hum- 

phreys has so early in life the future to him is an m- 

usually promising one and will doubtless be crowned 

n-ith eminent success. 

-HARVEY DILLON HAXTON. 

The present age is essentially utilitarian and in 

nearly every avenue of life the man of practical ideas is 

in evidence. Such a man is the well known gentleman 

whose name introduces this review and as such he has 

made his influence felt in different lines of enterprise and 

gained high standing amon g his fellow citizens of Worth- 

ington and the county of Greene. The Haxton family 
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had its origin in Ireland, from which country the sub- 

ject’s grandfather, Richard Haxton, came to America 

many years ago and settled in Pennsylvania, thence mi- 

grated to Indiana in pi’oneer times and entered land in 

Owen county, which he cleared and improved and on 

which he lived until his death in 188; at an advanced 

age. The maiden name of the wife- of this worthy an- 

cestor was Sabina Grim, a native of Ohio and a fit com- 

panion and helpmeet to her husband during the strenuous 

and trying period in which they were carving a home 

from the.wilderness and rearing their family. Both were 

stanch Presbyterians of the type of which martyrs are 

made, and like others of their class they subordinated 

every other consideration subordinate to loyalty to their 

church and the principles of a rigid faith constituted the 

rule of life to which they closely adhered. 

Alexander C. Haxton, father of the subject, was a 

native of Ohio, in which state his wife, who bore the 

maiden name of Mary Warstine, was also born. These 

parents spent the greater part of their lives in Owen 

county, Indiana, where they reared a family and fol- 

lowed the pursuit of agriculture for a livelihood. Ales- 

ander Haxton enlisted in 1862 in Company F, Ninety- 

seventh Indiana Infantry, with which he served until 

disabled by a wound near the base of the brain, which 

incapacitated him for further duty and from the effects 

of which he has been a sufferer ever since, being at this 

time an invalid and unable to .attend to his business af- 

fairs. Among the battles in which he participated were 

the siege and fall of Vicksburg. Missionary Ridge, Re- 

saca and the hundred days of continuous fighting at At- 

* 
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lanta, near which place he received the injury mentioned 

above. 

H. D. Haxton was born on December 25, IS65, on 

the homestead in Owen county, and there, while still a 

youth, learned the lessons of industry which lead to suc- 

cess and the dignity of honest toil to which he owes his 

rise in life and present high standing as an enterprising 

man of affairs. Owing to weakness of vision he was 

obliged to discontinue his studies at a comparati\-ely earl> 

age, but despite this defect he has always been a careful 

and- intelligent observer, and by keeping in close touch 

with the trend of current thought has become wiclel>- 

informed on the leading questions and issues of the times 

and is now not only a well posted man, but in no small 

degree a moulder of opinion among his fellow citizens. 

Selecting agriculture for his life work he assisted in the 

cultivation of the home farm for a number of years and 

in 15@ purchased a fine place of one hundred acres. ad- 

joining the city of TVortliington, which he still 0~1s and 

manages. In addition to this he also looks after a farm 

of two hundred and forty acres, in Greene county. I\-hich 

is owned by his father, and as a farmer ranks lx-it11 the 

most enterprising and successful in the county of his 

residence, as it attested by the ample competence which 

has rewarded his labors and management. 

In ;goj, Mr. Haxton became associated with TV. H. . 1 

1Vadsworth in the insurance business, to I\-hich his atten- 

tion has since ~been largely devoted. In this as in his 

agricultural interests his success has been encouraging, 

and in the matter of farm property the business has growl 

to large proportions, being at this time more extensive 

perhaps than that of any other agent or firm in the county. 

- 
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Mr. Haston is independent in politics and .in 189G 

was the Fusion candidate for the office of county treas- 

urer, but with the rest of his ticket went clown in defeat 

before the formidable strength of opposing parties, al- 

though running far ahead of his associate candidates. 

Fraternally he belongs to the Modei-ii 11-oodmen of 

America and in religion the Methodist Episcopal church 

represents his creed, of \vhich his wife is also a member. 

His marriage was solemnized on April zgth, of the year 

ISgo, with Bertha $khmiclt, of Indianapolis, \\here her 

birth occurred, December I. I S66, being the daughter 

of Ludwig and Pauline Schmidt. Mr. and Mrs. Has- 

ton have no children. They own a colmfortable modern 

home in T1iorthin,aton, which is pervadecl I~>- a spirit of 

generous hospitality, and among their many friends and 

acquaintances they are held in high esteem. 

One of the men n-hose energies have been directed 

towarcl the advancement of Greene county’s best inter- 

ests, is the subject of the .present sketch, who was born 

in this county, being the son of Marcus and Mary (Leon- 

al-cl) Hays. The former was a native of Virginia, while 

the latter was bxn in Indiana. Mr. Hays’ paternal an- 

cestors n-ere of Scotch-Irish extraction and had their 

home in Virginia. The Leonards were of English cle- 

scent and came from Kew Jersey. . Mr. Leonard settlecl 

iti Owen county and followed farming- and carpentry. 

Marcus Hays, father of the subject, attended the 
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seminary at Parkersburg, 11,.est Virginia, and also at 

Uarietta College, Marietta, Ohio. Here he was asso- 

ciated with Nicholas Longworth, grandfather of the 

present statesman. Later he ca&e to Owen county, In- 

diana, and in 1849 moved to his farm near Worthington, 

continuing there until his death, July 25, Igoo. His 

first marriage occurred on May 20, 1850, to Mary Leon- 

ard, ~I%O died March 2, 1874. She bore him eight chil- 

dren, as follows : Byron, born December zg, 1S52, died 

January 17, 187s; Benjamin F., born March 15, 1855, 

is now living in this county, having married Josephine 

Hays April g, 1883, and has one son, Harvey McDonald ; 

Jqseph F. was born July 19, 1857, and died October 21, 

I 876 ; Lida, born January 13, 1860, became the wife of 

K. C. Houstan October 5, 1881, a commission merchant 

of Omaha, Nebraska, and she died July g, rSS8, having 

been the mother of one daughter, Josephine, who is also 

deceased; Dora L., born June 12, 1862, departed this life 

August 14, 1S64; our subject \\-as the nest in order of 

birth; Xarcus was born September 14, 1869, and is now 

farming in Greene county, having married Evangeline 

Sanders, October 2j, 1893, and became the father of one 

son, Marcus : Flora was born October 25, 1872, ancl died 

July 18, 1873. Our subject was married a second time, 

September 16, 1875 ; this time t’o Anna P. McCord, of 

Bloomington. 

Marcus A., father of our subject, was first a I\%ig 

ancl then a Republican in politics, taking an active in- 

terest in public matters and having served his township 

as trustee. He was enrolled during the Civil war, but 

although physically disabled to enter service himself, he 
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showed his loyalty by hirin, m a substitute, also contrib- 

uted toward a fund to prevent further drafts for men in 

his township. For more than forty years he has been 

an active member and liberal supporter of the Methodist 

IZpiscopal church. Marcus and Mary (Leonard) Hays 

and all their deceased children are buried in the cemetery 

at the old homestead, which is now owned by Marcus, 

the youngest son. 

Samuel F. Hays, our subject, attended the Worth- 

in@on high school, also DePauw University. He has 

devoted most of his attention to farnling, having made 

this a matter of scientific investigation as a result has 

been able to add much valuable information to the sub- 

ject. He has made a close study of soils and the needs 

of crops and has frequently succeeded in doubling the 

yield, believing in the rotation of crops and the merits of 

judicious fertilizin,a. In addition to this Mr. Hays has 

always given considerable attention to stock raising, and 

here, too, he has worked alon, 0- rati,onal and progressive 

lines, having- set aside considerable portions of his large 

farm for pasturage purposes, having considerable stock 

on hand throughout the year and dealing quite exten- 

sively in live stock. 

Since 1896 our subject has been engaged in building 

bridges and gravel roads in Greene county, having done 

. practically all the street work since that time in Worth- 

ington. 

On May 14, 1889, Mr. Hays was united in marriage 

with Jennie Ingersoll, daughter of T’liilliam and Marga- 

ret Ingersoll, both natives pf this county. Three children 

have been born into this family, namely: Joseph I., 

born July 22, ISgo ; Lloyd Perkin, born . January 14, 
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1893, and Marguerite, iorn August I I, 189;. Grief has 

come to the family, however, in the death of the mother, 

December IS, Igo+ She was a devoted member of the 

Methodist church and was held in high esteem by her 

many friends and acquaintances. 

Mr. Hays is a Republican in politics and has a con- 

siderable influence on the.side of a clean administration 

of public affairs. His home, which is among the best in 

the county, is a place where the most ‘congenial atmos- 

phere welcomes the many visitors and friends. 

BES JAMI?! CARRELL. 

Benjamin Carrel1 n-as born March 3 I, 1843, in 

Greene county, India!la, and died there August 30, 1905. 

After receiving a limited schooling and living at home 

until he IT-as eighteen years olcl, he enlisted, in 1861, in 

Company C, Forty-third Reg-iment, Indiana Volunteer 

Infantry, ancl I\-ent through the n-ar as a private. He 

was captured at Helena, Arkansas. and spent nearly a 

year in prison at Tyler, Texas. After the 17ar he re- 

turned home and was sick for a long time, having con- 

tractecl sot-e eyes while in the army. I\-hich caused the loss 

of sight in one of them after the war. He al\\-ays worked 

at farming and left one hundred and seventeen acres of 

good land in Richland tou-nship to his family. He u-as 

superVisor and mana,oer of gravel roads in his nati\-e 

township. He i\-as a Republican and a member of the 

Grand ;Irmy of the Republic. , He married Catherine 
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Flatter, February 8, 1S66, the daughter of Michael and 

Rachel (Manning) Flatter, both natives of Maryland, 

who came to Greene county, Indiana, in 1830, and set- 

tled in Richlancl township, \\-h&e he worked a farm and 

where both he and his wife died. They had eleven chil-. I 
clren, namely : Jesse, Jackson, Richard, Eliza, Emily, in- 

fant, Julia, Van Buren, Amancla; Catherine, Loretta ; all 

escept one grew to maturity. 

Bnejamin Carrel1 and wife had thirteen children, 

namely : Henry, who clied young ; Ida S., who married 

\Vilson Smit!l, of Bloomfield ; John, who died in in- 

fancy ; infant ; Alm,a, who married Rollie Burcham, a 

farmer in Taylor t,ownship ; A41ice, who died when two 

years’ old; Etta May, who diecl. in infancy; Alonzo, a 

farmer in Richlancl township, who marriecl Mary Combs ; 

Franklin died in childhood ; Francis Marion, at home ; 

Fred, Nellie 2nd Ethel, all live at home, and-an infant. 

Mrs. Carrel1 and the children live on the old homestead. 

James Carrell, the father of the subject of this 

sketch, who \\‘as born April 17, 1815, and died October 

23! 1865, was a native of Orange county, Indiana. He 

married Fernette McCoy? of Greene county, in February, 

1834. They came to Daviess county, Indiana, when that 

county was very sparsely settled, where they both died. 

The names of their children follow : John B., who mar- 

ried Amanda Flatter; who is cleceased; his widow is liv- 

ing at Mineral City, Indiana; Mary; who marriecl Solo- 

mon Stone? both now deceased; Martha, who married 

Nathaniel Ruth, and resides at Mineral City; Arary mar- , 

riecl Solomon Stone, and both are cl&ad ; Benjamin, sub- 

ject of this sketch ; Sarah, wife of John Shatzer, of 
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Bloomfield; Nancy, deceased; Jane, who married Riley 

Reynolds, is ntow deceased; Orlenia, widow of Benton 

O’Neill, who lives in Bloomfield ; William, a farmer, who 

lives in Richland township; Henry, deceased. 

KINSEY CULLISOX. 

Kinsey Cullison, of Richland township, who has 

spent the major part of his life in Greene county as 

farmer and proprietor of flour and saxmills, is a native 

of Ohio, being ‘born in Coshocton county, A4u,aust 18, 

1829. What little schooling he has was gained before 

he was nine years old in a rural school. It was at this 

early age that he went to live with Ephraim Cullison, xvith 

whom he remained two years. Then he lived for three 

years with N. Price, and in February, 1850, came to 

Indiana and worked for Harvey Doney and others, 

finally obtaining possession of land in Center township. 

Greene county, clearing one hundred acres himself and 

living in Center township until 1893, when he moved to 

Mineral City and bought eighty-six acres, n-here he 

farmed and operated a store, later managing a grist mill 

and sawmills. He was a constable and held other public 

offices. He has always been a Republican and a member 

of the Methodist church for fifty years. He enlisted in 

-4ugust, 1862, in Company E, Ninety-seventh Indiana 

Volunteer Infantry, and was sent to Louisville, hlemphis 

and Vicksburg, taking part in the battles of Murfrees- 

bore and Richmond. He was badly hurt 1~~. a mule fall- 
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ing on him while performing duties of wagoner and 

was discharged May, 1865. He is a member of the Grand 

Army of the Republic. 

l 

1Mr. Cullison first married, September 19, 1853, 

Nancy NcCord, daughter of Abner and Mary (Rigee) 

McCord, both natives of Kentucky, who came to Greene 

county, Indiana, in 1817, settling in Center township. 

The subject’s first wife died in June, 1S61. He married 

Penelope Riddle, who lived near his old home. She 

was a daughter of Eailey Riddle, a native of 

Kentucky, who came to that section of Indiana 

in 1821, later moving to Missouri, where he 

died. The subject’s second wife died- in January, 

1877, and he m,arriecl Naomi Cullison on March I, 

1851, a daughter of Isaac and Mary (Street) Cullison, 

natives of Coshocton county, Ohio, who came to Indiana 

in 1839. He was a miller ancl was connected with the 

mills there for twenty-one years. Mr. Cullison’s third 

wife died in August, 1906. He had four children by his 

first wife : Sarah E., who married John Mevricleth, liv- 

in,o in Caldwell county, Kansas ; Abner, deceased ; John, 

who .married Lucy Edwards, also lives in Caldwell 

county, Kansas ; J ose pl line, who married Aaron Shafer, 

of Center township. Mr. Cullison had five children by 

his second wife: Paris, a farmer, livin,o in Calclwell 

county, Kansas ; Asbury, cleceased ; Phoebe Ann, mar- 

ried Samuel Pollard, who, lives in Calclwell county, Mis- 

souri ; Emma, deceased, who married Andrew Harcletz ; 

1Villie, a farmer in Richland township. who married 

Nora Johns. The subject had one child by his third 

wife, Guy, n-ho is living at Monroe City, Indiana. 
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Moses C.ullison, the father of the subject, married 

Mary \\‘antland. They were both natives of Maryland, 

but were married in Ohio. He \vas a shoemaker. He 

was a Democrat and a member of the Baptist church. 

His wife was a member of the Methodist church. They 

were the parents of the following cl$ldren : Xargaret, 

deceased, who married Samuel &Iereclith ; Hyatt, de- 

ceased,, who married James Cullison ; Elizabeth, deceased, 

who married John Burch ; Priscilla, deceased, who mar- 

ried Ray Hall; Mray, widow of Alexander McCol- 

lough, living in Sullivan, Indiana ; Kinsey, the subject 

of this sketch; James W., livitig in Oregon; he is a 

teacher and farmer; Susan, deceased, who married 

Samuel Gozzany ; Rachel, deceased. 

SAMUEL FOSTER. 

Saniuel Foster was born in Coshocton county, Ohio, 

July 15: 1536, and attended school there for a few years. 

He enlisted, JLII~ 6, 1861, in Company C, Twenty-first 

Regiment, Indiana Heavy Artillery, at Bloomfield, In- 

diana, and was sent to Indianapolis, later to Baltimore, 

Maryland. Then to Ship Island, Mississippi, and was 

on the espendition to New Orleans. He was in the siege 

of Port Hudson and Baton Rouge, and also in the siege 

of Spanish Fort, Alabama. He was doing garrison duty 

until July, 1866, having served nearly five years as a 

private! sergeant and orderly, also second lieutenant. He 

was shot in the hand while in the swamps of Louisiana 
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and came near bleeding to death. He also contracted a 

chronic disease there. He started 114th seventy men for 

Ken- Orleans ; on the sixty-mile trip they captured the 

steamer “Fox” and brought it to that city. He married 

IliIaq J. Hatfield, a native of Taylor township, Greene 

count)*, on January 7, 1S66. They had the following 

children : Joseph E:, deceased ; Clarence A who mar- ., 

ried Emma Quiller on August 16, 1895 ; they have two 

children, Raymond and Mary; he has always farmed on 

the old place; Leonidas C., who was a railroader for 

several years, nox living at home; he married Stella 

Emery ; they had the following children : Inez, Sylvia, 

Cecil, deceased; Clarence, Carrie, who is the wife of 

Carl Jiantland, of Bloomfield, Indiana. They have two 

children : Chester and Bernard. 

Samuel Foster located in Taylor tow&hip at the 

close of the w*ar, where he now lives on a farm of one 

hundred and sixty acres, one hundred acres of which he 

cleared himself. He does a general farming business and 

raises considerable stock. He is the son of Noah Foster, 

a native of Coshocton, Ohio, who married Sarah Ram- 

pley, a native of Maryland. He farmed in phi0 for 

some time and moved to Taylor tlownship, Greene county, 

Indiana, in 1839, where he farmed on a one hundred and 

sixty acre tract. * To this union were born the f,ollowing 

children : Ethelinda, deceased ; ,Samuel, the subject of 

this sketch ; James, living in Washington township ; 

Mary? Nancy, Elizabeth and Martha, all deceased; 

Emma, living in Monroe county, Indiana. He was a 

Republican. Both he and his wife were methodists. He 

died in 1883 and his wife died in 1886. 

so . 
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MASON FAUCETT. 

Mason Faucett, of Taylor Township, was born 

there September 2, 1844, and he has spent most of his 

life there. He attended school for a short time when a 

boy and lived with his parents. He married, in 1866, 

Sarah Haywood, \of his own community. She was the 

daughter of Charles and June Haywood, natives of Ten- 

nessee, who first went to Pennsylvania, later coming to 

Greene county, Indiana. Mason Faucett had five chil- 

dren, namely : Emma, who married Peter Fry, of Tay- 

lor township; they have two children, Letha and Neva ; 

Ettie, the wife of Willard Creighton, of Bloomfield; 

they have two children, Vernon and Grace; Mary, the 

wife of Ernest Catron, of Taylor township; they have 

one child, Lois; Alvin, who lives at home. 

R/fr. Faucett enlisted July, 1862, in’ Company A, 

One Hundred and Fifteenth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, 

and served in Tennessee and Kentucky, being in several 

minor engagements. He enlisted a second time on Feb- 

ruary 2, 1864, in Company G, One Hundred and Forty- 

ninth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and served 

in- Alabam)a and Tennessee, being in a number of small 

engagements. He was discharged in September; 186;. 

Since the war he has lived two years in Stafford township 

and five years in Richland township, this county, having 

lived in Taylor township, his native county, for the past 

thirty years. He has a farm of one hundred and twenty- 

seven acres on which he raises all kinds of grains and 

many kinds of stock. He is a Republican and a member 

of the Christian church. 

. 
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I 
Mason Faucett is the son of James and \Villie 

i 

(Mason) Faucett, both natives of North Carolina. James 

came with his father, Eli Mason, to Greene county, In- 

diana, in 18 18. The latter secured two hundred acres . 

of land. He cleared the land, which he continued to work 

until he contracted the smallpox and went blind. He was 

twice married, having four children by his first wife and 

two by his second. John Mason, the subject’s grand- 

father, was a native of N#orth Carolina, who brought his 

t wife to Greene county, Indiana, in ISIS and settled in 

Richland township, where they died, leaving three sons 

and three daughters. James Faucett was a farmer and 

spent his life with his parents working the old homestead. 
b’ ;y 

i i 
He was a Republican and a member of the Christian 

cl1urch. They had nine children, namely: Lizzie, cle- 
-T 

l- 

i. 
1 1’ 

I ceased ; Harriet, living in Strafford township ; Mason, 

l 
; . the subject of this sketch; Eli, living in Richland town- 
t ship; Eliza, living in Bloomfield; Jane, living in Taylor 

e / township; Abraham, living at Flat Rock, Illinois; Liar- 
f 1 

I 

tha, living in Hammond county, Kansas; Ida, living in 

Bloomfield. James Faucett died in I%%, and his wife 
5 
: 
1 

died in 1891. 

; I E. BYRD SQUIRE., 
i 

Holding distinctive prestige among the representa- 

tive business men of Greene county is the popular gentle- 

man whose name appears above. Belonging to the 

younger generation of merchants he has already won the 

esteem and confidence of all who know him, not alone 
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by reason of ability displayed in his chosen calling, but 

also by his candid mien, generous heart and freedom from 

deceit. His father, JJ’illiam B. Squire, was a physician 

of high standing and wide repute,, who practiced his pro- 

fession at 1Yorthington for a number of years and Ii-as 

long recognized as a man of eminent attainment in the 

noble calling to which his energies were devoted. 

. 

Dr. 1\7illiam B. Squire was born in Coshocton 

county, Ohio, January 30, 1830, a son of Samuel and 

Jane (Stilwell) S 1 c uire, natives, respectively, of Vermont 

and \Vest Virginia. Both sides of the family at-e of 

English estraction, their descent in America dating pre- 

vious to the Revolutionary war. The Stilwells first set- 

tled on Staten Island and Squires in Vermont, represen- 

tatives of each family having served in.the early Indian 

wars ; also in both wars with Great Britain. Ill I@, 

Bradley Squire removed with his family from Vermont 

to Coslloctoll coLlllty, Ohio, where he engaged in agri- 

cultural pursuits and passed the remainder of his clays. 

This man was the father of Samuel Squire and grand-- 

father of Dr. IV. B. Squire. Samuel Squire devoted his 

life to the tilling of the soil and was a man of intelligence 

and wide influence in the community of his resiclence. He 

was the father of fsur soas and four daughters. among 

the former being Dr. Iliilliam B. Squire, who grew to 

maturity on the home farm, and received his early educa- 

tion in the public scl~~ools. -4t the age of eighteen he be- 

gan his career as a public instructor, and while thus en- 

gaged took LIP the stucly of medicine, which he prose- 

cuted uncler competent preceptors until entering the Cin- 

cinnati School of Medicine, from which he was grad- 

. 
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uated in 1856. 111 the meantime (1855) he came‘ to 

Greene county, Indiana, and located where Jasonville 

now stands, which town he laid out and named in honor 

of Jason Rodgers, a merchant and well known citizen of 

the place. In July, 1861, he helped recruit what after- 

wards became Cdmpany F, Thirty-first Indiana Infantry, 

but after serving about seven months he x-as compelled 

to resign his commission on account of ill health. Sub- 

sequently ( 1863) he re-enlisted and was made surgeon 

of the Fourteenth Regiment, which position he held until 

the close of the war. He had moved to 11’orthington in 

1862 and on his return from the a&-q7 resumed the prac- 

tice of medicine in that town, which to a greater or less 

estent he continued, receiving a reputation much more 

than local. In 1871 he embarked in the drug trade and 

in additi’on opened a dry goods in 1878, being quite suc- 

cessful in both branches of business.. 

Dr. Squire and Rebecca Thrasher were married in 

1852 ancl four children blessed the union, namely : 

Azubia J., Samuel F., E. Byrd and Ida Ma,-. The mother, 

a native of Clark county, Ohio, died in 187 I. In 1872 

the doctor chose a second wife in the person of Mrs. 

Hattie A. \l’alker, who bore him one child, a daughter 

by the name of Ethel L. 

Dr. Squire was originally a Whig, but x-hen that 

old party fulfilled its missi,on and passed out of esist- 

ence he became a Republican and from the birth of the 

latter party he &as one of its ardent supporters. \Wlile 

zealous in the advocacy of his principles and familiar with 

the leading issues and public questions of the time, he 

never aspired to political prominence, preferring to con- 
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fine his entire time and attention to professional and busi- 

ness matters. Dr. Squire died in 1905. 

E. Byrd Squire, son of Dr. IV. B. ancl Rebecca 

(Thrasher) Squire, was born in Jasonville, Greene 

county, Indiana, and spent his childhood and youth 

under the parental rbof, attendin g meanwhile the public 

schools of his native place. Subsecluently at the age of 

eighteen he was graduated .frorn the \1’orthington high 

school and immediately thereafter associated with his 

brother in the grocery business at the place,, the firm 

thus constituted lasting but a short time. He nest en- 

tered into partnership with his father in the same line of 

business and continued witht him cluring the eleven years 

ensuing, at the expiration of which time he purchased the 

entire interest and b,ecame sb,le proprietor of the estab- 

lishment. Meeting with encouraging success, Mr. 

‘Squire, in 1898, added a full line of clothing and a boot 

and shoe department to his store, and from this date to 

the present the business has grown steadily in volume 

and importance, being at this time the largest and most 

complete mercantile house in the city. In the manage- 

ment of his large and constantly increasing interest Mr. 

Squire has displayed rare business qualities and judgment 

of a high order, while no small share of his success is 

directly attributable to pleasant relations he has ever 

maintained with the public by studying its wants ancl 

sparing no pains to supply the same. 

Mr. Squire is a Republican in politics and as such 

wields a strong influence for his party in local matters 

and general issues, having twice‘served the town in the 

responsible position of treasurer and one term in the 
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common council. Like the majority of the intelligent and 

enterprising men he is identified with Masonic fraternity 

and also belongs to the fraternity of Odd Fellows, hav- 

ing filled all the chairs in the local lodge of the latter 

organization, besides taking an active and influential part 

in its more general deliberation. 

Mr. Squire, on May 5, 1881, was united in ‘mar- 

riage with Estella Jones, of Bloomfield, who has borne 

him two children: J ose pl line, a student of the Worth- 

ington high school, in 1908, and one that died in in- 

fancy. 
- - 

CLYDE S. MOSS. 

The great profession of journalism-a profession 

long noted for its talented and energetic men-has an 

ardent and enthusiastic worker in Clyde S. Moss, city 

editor of the Linton Daily Call. Mr. Moss is recognized 

as one of the progressive young business men of Linton, 

ancl as the moving spirit of this .enterprising daily he 

keeps in close touch with the best interests of his home 

city. Followin, m in the footsteps of his father, ?V. M. 

Moss, the pioneer newspaper man of southern Indiana 

(a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this volume), 

he took up newspaper work at an early age and by his 

own clever ability has rapidly forged to the front. He 

has assumed the initiative in establishing many new and 

exclusive features in the local newspaper field and by his 

tact, energy and ability has given The Call a place among 

the brightest and best daily newspapers of the state. 
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Clyde S. Moss was born at Bloomfield, Indiana, 

August 8, 1882, the second son of ll’illiam 11. and Callie 

(Scott) Moss. He was educated in the high scl~ools of 

Bloomfield, graduating with the class of 1902. He was 

appointed a cadet at Annapolis Naval Academy imme- 

diately after his graduation from high school, but relin- 

quished the appointment after six months’ service, to 

take up newspaper work, for which he early eshibitecl 

special talent. Mr. Moss was managing editor of The 

Clarksville (Tennessee) Daily Journal ( 1903), lvhere 

he did efficient and creditable work. He came to Linton 

with his father in Igo3 and since then has been tit\ 

editor of The Call, with the exception of se\-era1 months 

on the reportorial staff of The Terre Haute Tribune. His 

work in Terre Haute attracted attention over the state 

and he has declined numerous flattering offers to go to 

other fields, but elects to remain in Lint-on, as his faith 

in the destiny of the “Pittsburg of the \\-est” is unshak- 

able. Mr. Moss has clone mucl~ special work for The 

Chicago American and other metropolitan dailies and 

his work has always received the highest praise. 

. 

Fraternally Mr. Moss affiliates lvith the bIasons, 

Elks, Odd Fellows and 1‘l’oodmen of the 11~orld. and 

socially he is one of the best known and best liked men 

in Linton. 

county, was born 

The popular and well known sheriff of Greene 

in Coshocton county, Ohio, October 22, 
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IS; j. He is a son of Thomas and Crsula (Xoore) Ed- 

ington, natives of Coshocton county, Ohio, where they 

were married, and Ii-here their early lives were spent. 

The family arrived in Greene county, Indiana, on the 13th 

of April, 1856, and located on a farm in Jackson tojvn- 

ship, and there the parents remained until callecl to an- 

other life. The father, Thomas Edington, was born in 

July, 1833, and devoted his early manhood years to the 

profession of teachin g:, both in Ohio, and for some years 

after locating in this state. He was also a successful 

farmer and wood-wo~rking mechanic. He built a mill 

on his farm 2nd operated that, with the aid of his sons, 

this being one of the first mills in the region. He was 

a son of Robert Edington, who was a soldier in the ITTar 

of 1812. Three of father’s brothers, Captain Elijah, 

Ayuilla and Edmund, were soldiers in the Civil \I-ar. 

Thomas Edington died on his farm in Jackson township, 

January 13, 1573, and his wife died at Roleen, in the 

same township, September 27, 1907. These were the 

parents of eight children, of whom six are now living. 

The names in order df birth are as follows : Leroy I\‘., 

a farmer in TVi-ight township ; Purliette, who became 

the wife of Norville Melton; deceased; she is .now the 

wife of John McLaughlin, of Iioleen; 1Villiam IT’., the 

subject of this sketch, was the next in order of birth; 

Margaret Alice married 1Villiam H. Mansfield, a mer- 

chant at Koleen, but residing in Bloomfield (see personal 

sketch in this volume) ; Elijah W. is deputy sheriff of 

’ Greene county and a well-to-do farmer in Jackson town- 

ship; Thomas Leonard is a prosperous farmer in Ta)-lor 

toxnship, and Samuel Aquilla and _&-adore died in 

infancy. 

.._ _ 
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The subject of this sketch n-as educated in the 

public schools of Jackson township and was married and 

settled on a farm of his own at the age of eighteen. He 

followed farming and stock raising during most of his 

mature years, giving special attention to the buying 

. and shipping of stock for some eighteen years. He has 

also been interested in the milling business, only dispos- 

ing of that interest when elected to the office of slieriE 

in 1904. Mr. Edington owns a valuable farm of one 

hundred and nineteen acres adjoining the town of Bloom- 

field, also two buildings and some unimproved lots in 

Switz City. His farm is well stocked with horses, hogs 

and cattle, and is a valuable accessory to the monetary 

interests of its progressive owner. 

Mr. Eclington was married February 6, 1S72, to 

Miss Harriet Rebecca, daughter of IValter and Mary 

(Emery) Haj-es? of Jackson tolvnship. To this union 

five children \vere born, but two of whom are now living: 

Icadore D., wife of Charles E. Combs (see sketch) ; Pur- 

liette, who died in infancy; Ioma Dale, who died in 

young womanhoocl~ June 26, 1905, a s’uccessful teacher 

and a young lady of bright promise; \Valter Lee, sex-en- 

teen, is tittending school, and Alice, who died at the age 

of three and a half years. The family are members 

of the Christian &urch at Switz City. Nr. Eclington 

served as assessor of Jackson township for ten years, 

being’ first elected in I SSq. He x-as elected sheriff as a 

Republican, in 1904, and re-elected iti 1906, receiving in 

each case ,a very large and complimentary vote. Of the 

fraternal societies he is a member of the Independent 

Order of Odd Fellows and of the Improved Order of 

Red Men. 

. 
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CLAUDE S. MOSS. 

Typical of the spirit of Linton-a spirit of youth, 

progress and industry- essential in the success of com- 

munities as well as individuals, is the character of the 

subject of our sketch, Claude S. Moss, circulati,on man- 

ager of The LiEton Daily Call. 

Endowed with unmistakable talents and fortified 

with an esperience in various lines, he has the happy 

faculty of succeeding in every pursuit that enlists his 

energies. -4s circulation manager of The Call, he has 

built up a circulation for that splendid daily that is not 

eclipsed by any paper in any city of similar importance 

in the state. 

Claude S. Moss was born at Riley, Indiana, October 

12, ISSo, the oldest son of 1Villiam M. and Callie (Scott) 

Moss. He was educated in the public scl~o~ols of Bloom- 

field, where his father moved in the early eighties, and at 

the University of Kotre Dame. He was engaged in the 

mercantile business at Bloomfield for a few years, aird 

later accepted a position as credit manager with the New 

Home Sewing- Machine Company at Ci?icago. He re- 

mained in this responsible position for three years, 1900- 

1903, and resigned to accept a position as traveling sales- 

man f,or another Chicago firm’. As a commercial sales- 

man he was eminently successful, standing close to the 

top in his record of sales among the salesman in his line 

in the United States. He followed this vocation for 

three years, resigning to come to Linton and assume 

the management of the circulation department of The 

Call. 
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Mr. Moss was married June 12, 1905, to Bertie Mc- 

Grath, daughter of Patrick AIcGrath, of Milwaukee, 

\TTisconsin, who has bolxe him one son, -Elton Marshall 

Moss, born November IS, 1906. 

Mr. Moss is an Elk, Knight of Pythias, and a mem- 

ber of the 1Voodmen of the \j’orld, and is one of the 

most popular young business men of Linton. 

Among those who have been! prominently concerned 

in the ushering in of nen- areas of industrial activity in 

Greene county stands I17illiam H. Deckarcl, es-count) 

auditor and now one of the leading business men of the 
\ 

county, where he has been a potent factor in the political, 

civil ancl moral advancement of her citizens for more than 

a quarter of a century. His extensive interests place him 

among the leaders in industrial circles in this section of 

Indiana, and he has achieved that success which is the 

logical result of enterprise, systematic effort, resolute pur- 

pose and straightforward methods. There are no other 

qualities absolutely essential to development, and upon 

the ladder of his own building he has climbed to promi- 

nence and prosperity, while in the con1mutiity witli whose 

interests he is so closely and conspicuously identified he 

is held in the highest esteem and confidence by members 

of all political parties, since his integrity and honesty of 

purpose are questioned by none. 

Mr. Deckard is the son of John and Mahalia (Butch- 
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er) Deckard, having been born in Sullivan county, In- 

diana, April 21, 1836. He attended the common scl~ools 

there and applied himself in a most assiduous manner, 

which resulted in a good education, considering the ad- 

vantages of those days. Having been reared on a farm, 

he naturally learned agriculture and began his life as a 

farmer, locating on eighty acres near Lyons, Greene 

county, -\vhere he was so successful that he was later able . 

to add two hundredi and fifteen acres. His present farm 

near Lyons, consisting of one hundred and sixty acres 

of well imfirovecl land, equal to any in the county, is 

worth one hundred and forty dollars per acre. In all he 

OU-ns two hundred and twelve acres in Greene count)-, 

fifty-two acres of which lies just north of the corporation 

line lof Bloomfield, which is a fine location for a home ad- 

jacent to this beautiful and thriving city. He still owns 

five hundred acres of land in Hartley county, Tesas. In 

connection with farmin g he has taken up the real estate, 

insurance and loan business under the firm name of Deck- 

ard & Endres, besides being interested in the chair works 

of Bloomfield and a stockholder in the Bloomfield State 

Bank. The subject is also interestecl in the oil business 

in Oklahoma, being identified \yith the American Oil 

and Gas Company. In all his business affairs he has 

shown rare esecutive ability and foresight, seldom mak- 

ing a mistake in any venture. He has made most of his 

property by trading in farm lands and carrying- on a gen- 

era1 farming and stock raising business. 

The subject was happily married in 1877 to Eliza 

Pitcher, a native of Shelby count?-, Indiana. Eight chil- 

dren-Les V., Olive, Florence,, Oscar IV., Estella May, 
. . 
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Elnora, Bert, Gertrude and Lucile-have been born to 

this union. Lex V. Deckard, the subject’s son, gradu- 

ated from the law department of the University of In- 

diana in ]une, Igo8 ; Olive Flzorence is living at home; 

Estella May and Elnora are both deceased; Bert, Ger- 

trude and Lucile are students in the Bloomfield schools. 

Mrs. Deckard is a member of the Methodist church. Fra- 

ternally Mr. Deckard is a charter member of the hIa- 

sonic lodge at Lyons. He is also a charter member of 

the Royal Arch Masons at Bloomfield, and a charter 

member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellow at 

Lyons. ’ He is also a charter member of the Modern 

Woodmen at the same place, and of the Protective Or- 

der of Elks, Lodge No. 866, at Linton. He takes a 

great interest in lodge work and his daily life jvould in- 

dicate that he is endeavoring to carry out their good 

precepts. . . 
Mr. Deckarcl is a loyal Democrat and takes an ac- 

. . 

tive part in political affairs. He was mentioned and 

elected trustee of Grant township, Greene county, in 

1888, carrying a Republican township by forty-five votes, 

which had previously gone Republican lly thirty-five 

votes. He served in this capacity for seven years and 

four months. He was nominated fmor auditor of Greene 

county by his Democratic friends in 1896 and was cle- 

feated by H. L. Doney by one hundred and thirty-one 

-votes. The county was sis hundrecl Republican. In 

1900 he was again nominated for the same place and was 

elected against Dr. P. 34. Cook by two hundred and forty 

votes? the county still bein g six hundred Republican. He 

was renominated in 1904 and was defeated by two hun- 
. 

‘_ i .  
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dred and thirty votes, the largest vote on the Republican 

county ticket being one thousand and one hundred. This 

shows Mr. Deckard’s great popularity in Greene county 

among both parties. In the last election not one 

Democrat was elected. Kot ’ even a supervisor. 

In Grant township, the home of the subject, he 

carried far mo,re than the strength of his party: and 

he carried -Beech Creek township, one of the strong- 

est Republican townships, by forty-five votes when 

that township was one hundred and forty Republican, he 

being the only Democrat who ever carried the township. 

Everybody says he did ample justice in handling the all-. 

ditor’s office, all parties being well pleased with his work. 

In his official capacity all the people with whom he came 

in contact received the same courteous treatment, regard- 

less of political affiliations. 

In all his political career Mr. Deckard has never 

asked for a single nomination to any office, all nomina- 

tions having been given by acclamation or unanimous 

consent. He is now out of politics only for his friends, 

feeling grateful to his many friends in the o,pposite party. 

Mr. Deckard’s career, both in public and in business, has 

always been unassailable, even by his most pronounced 

opponents, his conscientiousness, high integrity and abil- 

ity being highly respected by all who know him. 

PHILIP J. HARRPLH. 

It has been often questioned whether the times make 

useful and distinguished men or such men make the times. 
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Certain it is that during the closing years of the last 

century and the opening of &he one now so bright n:ith 

promise there has been a marked development of practical 

science and skill, and wonderful advancement in the x-a- 

rious lines of inventive industry and mechanical ingenu- 

ity. Every year has increased this development. The 

demand for men who can concentrate their minds or turn 

their hands for the purpose of bringing about desired re- 

sults has been unparalleled in the history of the human 

race. The supply has been as wonderful as the demand, 

f,or on e\-ery hand, in every sphere of activity, the keen, 

shrewd ancl closely observing, far-seeing men of prac- 

tical ideas and inventive skill is in evidence. The times 

have called for the men, and the men have met and hur- 

ried forward the times. 

It is one of these well rounded men of affairs and 

captains of industry that the chronicler essays to write in 

this connection, a man whose mechanical genius was man- 

ifest at an early. age, and who, by following the bent of 

his inclination, has given t’o the world a number of valu- 

able inventions and practical improvements and won for 

himself a deservedly conspicuous place in the industrial 

circles of his own city, besides gaining much more than 

local repute among the ‘leading manufacturers of his 

state. 

Philip Harrah, whose name has long been identi- 

fied with the business interests of Bloomfield, and the in- 

dustrial development of the city, is a native of Putnam 

county, Indiana, where his birth occurred on September 

25, 1864.. His father, Henry Beard, was of German de- 

scent of the best type and a man of great integrity, he 

- 
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dying when Philip was but three years old. The lad 

was aclopted by Captain James B. Harrah, from whom 

he takes his present name. The subject’s mother, prior 

to her marriage, was Sarah Hood. She later married 

Lemuel Laughead, of St. Marys, Indiana, now deceased. 

She no\v resides at Terre Haute. The H,oocls are of Eng- 

lish origin ancl lineal descendants of the distinguished 

Birmingham family of England, from which the city of 

Birmingham derives its name. The first representatives 

in America settled in one of the southern colonies a num- 

ber of years prio; to the ljrar of the Revolution, and at 

the breaking out of that struggle several of the name 

entered the American army and rendered conspicuous and 

clistinguisl!ed service until independence was achieved.. 

The branch of the family to which Mr. Harrah’s ances- 

tors belonged figured prominently in the early settlement 

ancl development of Tennessee, from which state the im- 

mediate antecedents subsequently migrated to Indiana 

and were long and widely known and esteemed residents 

of the county of Putnam. 

Philip Harrah found a good home and pleasant sur- 

roundings with his foster parents, who ministered to his 

comfort and looked after his interests with the same care 

and attention they wvduld have bestowed upon a son of 

their own. In his youth his time was divided between 

farm labor and the clistrict scl~ools, first in Putnam county 

where he spent the early years of his life and later in the 

county of Greene, to which the Harrah family removed 

in 1876. Not being entirely satisfied with the, pursuit of 

agriculture he early decided to adopt some vocation more 

in harmony with his tastes and tendencies, accordingly 

81 . 
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while still young he began giving expression to his 

natural inventive talent by making a number of mechan- 

ical contrivances which proved of value. 

. 

Following his inclinations young Harrah perse- 

vered at his labors and in due time invented and placed 

upon the market several mechanical devices for which 

there was soon a wide demand by the local and general 

trade. 

These and other examples of mechanism which ap- 

peared from time to time established his reputation as 

an inventor and in due time the financial reward which 

comes to the true genius enabled him to embark more 

extensively in his special field of endeavor,’ and take a 

commanding place in the industrial development of the 

city in which he resided. 

The Universal Repair Machine is among the best 

i 

) 

I . 

1 

. 

I 

known of his inventions for which he obtained patents, 

and such was its favorable reception that in 1895 he 

organized a company for its manufacture. This com- 2 

pany, composed of Mr. Harrah and Mr. Oscar Shryer, 

was the first organization of the kind in Bloomfield, and 

its completion marks the beginning-of the city’s industrial 

history. From the day operations commenced the suc- 

cess of the enterprise was assured, and the business has 

siuce grown to such magnitude that their machinery and 

devices are marketed throughout this and many foreign 

countries. The crowning result of Mr. Harrah’s in- 

- . 

1 
I 

! 
ventive genius is the justly celebrated Galvanized Tubu- 

lar Fence Post, on which he studied and labored for a 

number of years. Being convinced that metal furnished 

the only proper material, and confronted by the unwel- 
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come fact that there was no machinery by which to man- 

ufacture the posts, the idea of hand work being at once 

abandoned on account of the heavy expense that would 

necessarily be involved, Mr. Harrah, after years of ex- 

perimenting, finally perfected the first and only practical 

automatic machine that will produce a perfect fence post 

with great rapidity. ‘IVithout entering into further par- 

ticulars concerning this signal achievement suffice it to 

state that on September 15, 1905, the American Post 

Company incorporated under the laws of Indiana f,or the 

purpose of manufacturing steel fence posts and machinery 

under the Harrah patents, Mr. Harrah being elected pres- 

ident of the enterprise in addition to \vhich office he also 

devotes- much time to the Dperation of the plant. 

Mr. Harrah’s various enterprises have tended greatly 

to the building up of Bloomfield and giving it publicity as 

an important manufacturing center, and he stands today 

among the prominent and influential men of the city, as 

well as a captain of industry, being interested in all that 

makes for the good of the community and the welfare of 

his fellow men. He served for six years as a member of 

the city board of trustees, during which time the present 

splendid electric light and water works systems were ‘es- 

tablished, also a number of other material improvements, 

in addition to which he was instrumental in bringing 

about much important legislation and always took an 

active interest in all measures and movements for the gen- 

I 

_i 

1 

r-- I 

era1 good of the municipality. 

I 
s On October 18, 1888, at the age of twenty-foq Mr. 

Harrah was married to Martha J. Flater, daughter of 

Nicodemus and Maria J. Plater, of Richland township, 
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Greene county, an intelligent and refined lady of mriecl 

acco:nplishllletlts, whose amiable qualities have made her 

popular in the city of her residence and whose many 

kindly acts of charity and benevolence have endeared her 

to a large number of the less fortunate of her kind. Mr. 

and Mrs. Harrah, with their tn-o daughters, Sota and 

Ruby, and son Chester, constitute a most agreeable and 

delightful domestic circle, as all testify who at any time 

have en joyed the generous hospitality with which their 

home abounds. Nota, the oldest of these children, was 

born July I, 1S89, the second, Ruby-, Octyber 30: 1890, 

and the youngest first saw the light of clay on September 

26, 1894. ’ 

Both ,Mr. and Mrs. Harrah were teachers .in the 

scl~ools of Greene county in their earlier life. Mrs. Har- 

rah n-as one of the organizers of the Bloomfielcl Public 

Library and served two years as one of the directors; 

also a member of the board of childrens guardians by 

appointment of the judge of the court in 1907; also a 

member of the Argonaut Literary Club and a social club 

of the city. Mr. Harrah was one of the promoters 

of the Business Men’s Social Club, of which he is a 

member of the house committee. 

Mr. Harrah mingles much with his fellox citizens 

and is essentially a man of the people with their m-elfare 

and best interests ever at heart. He is a member of the 

Masonic lodge and Order of Knights of Pythias. He is 

also a member of the Benevolent ancl Protective Order 

of Elks and the Moclern \1’ooclmen, a Republican ,in 

politics and in religion subscribes to the Cumberlancl 

Presb\-terian faith, of which ‘church his wife, too, is a 
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faithful and consistent communicant. X typical repre- 

sentative of the progressive American spirit of the clay, 

an honor to his county and state and a credit to the nation 

under whose institutions he has achieved such marked 

and signal results. Mr. Harrah’s life forcibly illustrates 

what can be accomplished by a young man who makes 

the most of his opportunities by improvjng the talents 

with which he has been blessed and who, never satisfied 

u-ith the mere doing, sets his mind high and ever follow\-- 

ing noble aims and lofty ideals, makes the experiences 

of yesterclay the ladder of today, by which he finally sur- 

mounts all difficulties and obstacles until the success for 

which he struggled is ultimately reached and he takes pos- 

session of his own. In the best sense of the term he is a 

self-made man. His labors have been greatly appreciated 

and as an inventor, manufacturer and broad-minded, pro- 

gressive man of affairs he stands today with fen- peers in 

the especial field to which his talents and skill have been 

devoted. 

JOSEPH SIROCK .HT_;RT. 

Among the enterprising business men of Linton, In- 

diana, who, while advancin, m their own interests, have, 

at the same time accomplished much for the development 

and improvement of the community iii which they reside, 

mention shoulcl be made of Joseph S. Hurt, a well knou-n 

merchant, who u-as bow in Cumberland county, Ken- 

tucky, near Berksville, February 7, 15$3, the son of 
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Thomas and Martha (Burnett) Hurt, who removed from 

that county to Pike county, Indiana, in 1S61, and re- 

mained there on a farm during the remaining years of 

their lives, Mr. Hurt having died November IO, 1903. 

The subject’s mother passed away about ten years 

previous. They raised a family consisting of the follow- 

ing sons and daughters : Joseph S. ; Alfred is a prosperous 

farmer of Pike county; Viola is the wife of George i\Iur- 

ray, an engineer in Pike county; Almarine, a farmer liv- 

ing in Missouri ; Annie, now 1Mrs. Balnett, living in Pike 

county; the nest three children died in infancy or child- 

hood; 11Ylliam, who was a farmer in Pike county, died 

in 1907. The father -of the subject was a soldier in the 

One Hundred and Forty-third Indiana Volunteer Regi- 

ment. 

. 

The subject was educated in his native county and 

also in Pike county, Indiana, receiving a fairly good com- 

mon school education. He b,egan farming early in life, 

\vhich he successfully followed for a period of twenty 

years during his young manhood days in Pike county. 

Then he launched in the mercantile business, which he has 

ever since made a success, having first established a coun- 

try store near Arthur; Indiana, which he conducted for 

two years. Coming from there to Linton in 1S99, he 

engaged in teaming during the seven years following, 

handling coal, principally. Then he bought a restaurant 

but was burned out. Later he built a residence and store 

building at 309 Third street, Northeast, where he has 

since carriecl a full line of groceries, provisions, meat and 

dairy products. He has shown by the growth of his 

business and the steady increase of his patronage that 
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he has mastered the. details of this business, and his honest 

principles enables him to quickly gain the confidence and 

good will of his customers. 

Mr. Hurt was united in marriage to Hattie Davis, 

on January 28, 186s. Eight children have been born to 

this union, two of whom are deceased : They are: The- 

ophilus, a teamster in Linton ; Estella, wife of Cornelius 

Cooksey, of Linton ; Clarence, a partner with his father; 

Peal-lie Kehoe, lives in Linton J Dennis is a miner living 

in the same town ; Lovey Pursuit lives at home. 

Mr. and Mrs. HLIJ? are members of the general Bap- 

tist church. In political views hIr. Hurt has been a life- 

long Republican, and while he has usually been too busy to 

devote much time to local politics, he is a public spirited 

man and is always ready to do what he can toward help- 

ing forward any worthy cause looking to the betterment 

of his county. He has held the office of road supervisor 

with credit and was elected to the city council of Linton 

in 1905, from the first ward, being the only Republican 

in the council. He is a member of the committee on print- 

ing, and the street committee, and he is said to be one of 

the most active and vigilant workers for the city’s good 

in the council. Fraternally Mr. Hurt is a member of the 

Masonic lodge. He is also an active worker in the Linton 

Merchants’ Association, being known as a man who stands 

for his own city first and who wastes no opportunity to 

promote the interests of the place in which he resides, and 

has his business. Mr. Hurt has the esteem of all who 

know him, and that includes, among a great number of 

outsiders, nearly every one in Linton. 
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PETER 31. COOK, N. D. 

1Vhen distinguished professtonal abiliq-, valuable 

public services, unblemished political integrity and a pri- 

s-ate life above reproach contribute to adorn the character 

of an individual and make his presence an honor to the 

community and an influence for substantial good among 

his fellowmen, then it is proper to set prominently 

ftorth as an example to those who would attain credit for 

themselves and make their achievements a blessing to the 

world. The subject of this review very properl>- comes . 
under this category and it is with clue regard to his high 

standing in one of the most responsible and exacting 

of callings and to his sterling worth as a trusted public 

servant and enterprising citizen, that the writer essays 

iii this connection the task of placing before the reader 

the leading facts in a career that has made him a lye11 

known and widely respected man in the county of I\-hich 

he is a resident. Dr. Peter M. Cook, whose enviable po- 

sition in medical circles is cheerfully conceded not only 

by his professional brethren but by the public at large, 

has gained a re%ltation which comes only through abil- 

ity and skill, and as the leg-i&ate reward of persevering 

effort. Progressive in the broadest sense of the term, he 

has ever kept abreast of the times in all matters relating 

to his noble calling and his advanced methods have 

brough: him not only eminent professional success, but 

liberal financial remuneration as well. In addition to his 

career as a physician and surgeori, he has also figurecl as 

one of the influential public leaders of his count!- ancl is 

now serving the people in a responsible official capacity 

_---- -.--- 
\ 
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‘to which he was elected in the year 1906, and the duties 
.T 

of which he has discharged in such a manner as to give 

additional luster to .a reputation in which his fellow citi- 

zens, irrespective of party affiliation, have long mani- 

fested a pardonable pride. 

Dr. Cook is a native of Guernsey county, Ohio, 

f 
where his birth occurred on the 17th day of ,-iprilt 1S47. 

His father, Thomas R. Cook, a Pennsylvanian by birth? 

went to Ohio in early life and from thence remo\-eel? in . . 

ISjS, to Greene county, Indiana, settling at the village 
I 

of Solsberry, where he spent the remainder of his days, 

dying on April 2~1 of ‘the year 1904. Thomas R. Cook 

served with distinction in the late Civil \var as a member 

of the Ninety-seventh Indiana Infantry, in which, for - 

meritorious conduct, he rose by a series of promotions to 
1 the command of his regiment, having been discharged at 

_ 

I- the cessation of hostilities with the rank of colonel. He 

was distinctively a man of affairs, influential in ad\-anc- 

ing the material interests of the community in which he I I 
resided and left to his descendants the reputation of an 

I honorable name and in every respect a praisen-orthy life. 

Harriett Gibbens, who became the wife of Thomas IX 

CoGk, was born and reared in Ohio, her marriage having 

been solemnized in the county of Guernsey. Like her 

husband, she, too, was esteemed by a large circle of 

friends and acquaintances for her many admirable traits 

and is remembered for her beautiful character and for the 

wholesome moral influence she exertecl among all with 

whom she mingled. The family of this estimable couple 

consisted of nine children : Elizabeth C., 110~ Xlrs. John 

Mullen, of Nebraska; the subject !of this sketch being the 
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second of the number. The names of the others in order 

of birth are as follows : Charles Henry, deceased ; Ecl- 

ward S., of Bloomington, this state; Eva, who married 

C. H. Keys and at the present time lives in Colorado 

City, Colorado; 1Villiam F., a resident of Solsberry, 

Greene county; John Thomas, also a resident of the 

county of Greene ; Benjamin Butler, of Columbus, In- 

diana, and Birdie, now Mrs. Robert Law, of Logans- 

port, Indiana. 

Dr. Peter M. Cook was about ten years old when his 

parents moved to Indiana and from 1S57 to the present 

time, a period of fifty-one years, his life has been very 

closely identified with the history and development of 

Greene county. In the public schools he laid the foun- 

dation of the mental training which subsequently enabled 

him to enter upon the career of his choice, the pr’ofession 

of medicine for which he early manifested a clecidecl pref- 

erence and to the preparation for which he devoted all 

the energies of a studious and enthusiastic youthful na- 

ture. -After proper preliminary instruction under the di- 

rection of a well-known local physician, he entered, in 

1578, the Miami Medical College at Cincinnati, where 

he prosecuted his studies until completing the prescribed 

course in 1SS3, at which time he was graduated with an. 

honorable record, standing among the most proficient in 

the class of that year. 

Soon after receiving his degree Dr. Cook opened 

an office in the village of Stanford, Monroe county, 

where, during the ensuing two years, he successfully sur- 

mwnted the difficulties which usually beset the young 

physician and built up a fairly lucrative piactice. -4t the 
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ekpiration of the time indicated, however, he removed to 

the wider and more promising field at Solsberry, where 

he followed his chosen calling with marked success until 

. the year 1906. Equally proficient in medicine and sur- 

gery, his success in many critical cases and delicate opera- 

tions early brought him prominently to the notice of the 

public, with the result that in addition t,o his. local prac- 

tice which included an extensive range, he was frequently 

called to distant places. to treat serious cases. 

Aside from the c1aim.s of his profession Dr. Cook 

has ej-er manifested a lively interest in public affairs ; 

as a citizen has kept in touch with the great issues of the 

day. In the course of time his influence in the Republican 

party was such as to make him ‘a leader in that part of 

the country in which he lives. In recognition of valuable 

services rendered the party, as well as by reason of his 

fitness for the position, he was nominated, in 1906, for 

the office of county auditor and after an animated cam- 

pa&-n defeated his competitor by a handsome majority. 

The duties of this ,office he has since discharged in an able 

and praiseworthy manner, satisfactory to, the public. His 

official career has been a very creditable one, and since 

entering upon the important trust confided to him, he 

has made every other consideration subordinate to his 

duty to the public .and, spared no pains in proving him- 

self worthy the confidence of the people. 

The domestic chapter in the history of Dr. Cook’s 

career has been one of almost ideal character, and much 

of his courage, inspiration and confidence have been sup- 

plied by the helpful presence of the wife and companion 

who, for over a third of a century, has been the presiding 
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spirit of his home and to whose judicious counsel and 

hearty co-operation not a little of his success is due. Mrs. 

Cook, ~-110 formerly bore the name of Mary Jane Gaston, 

and to I\-hom he was united in the bonds of wedlock in 

1874, is the daughter of James XI. Gaston, of Eeech 

Creek township, a representative of one of the earliest 

pioneer families of that part of Greene count)-. Mr. 

Gaston was for many years a man of considerable local 

prominence, who held the office of township trustee a 

number of telms and the family has been prominent in 

the affairs of the above township from the original settle- 

ment <of the country to the present time. Dr. and Nrs. 

Cook are the parents ,-of three children, the oldest of 

n-horn, a daughter by the name of Maude, married Hug-11 

S. Bullock, of Greene county, and resides in the village 

of Solsberry ; Thomas Roy Cook, h/i. D., the second in 

the order of birth, is a practicing physician of Eo\\-ling 

Greene, Indiana, and a man widely ancl fa\-orably kno\vn 

in his profession ; Eva, the youngest of the family, is the 

wife of Clyde 0. Yoho, the present clerk of the Greene 

county circuit court. 

Dr. Cook is actively identified with secret fraternal 

work and has risen to high stations in the different or- 

ganizations to which he belongs, being a Royal -Arch 

Mason and an influential member of the I?\-thian and 

Odd Fellows Orders, in each of which he has held im- 

portant official positions. 

THE SHERJVOOD FAMILY. 

Eiography more than any other histoq- commands 

the maost interestecl attention for the obvious reason that 
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it records our oxn with the experiences of others, 1~110, 

in times past, traveled life’s ru gged pathn-ay as our com- 

panions, acquaintances and friends. The recital of facts 

and incidents which connect the past with the present 

never fails to bring in its’ train a thrill of interest and 

satisfactioa and-it is with this object in view that the 

chronicler in this connection essays the task of placing on 

recorcl a brief history of a family that has figured actively 

in the early annals of Indiana? first in the county of 

\Vashington, where several of its representatives origin- 

ally settled! and later in Greene county, with the growth 

and development of which many of the name were prom- 

inently identified and where a number of clesc&dants are 

still to be found among the leading citizens of their re- 

spective communities. -4s indicated by the name, the 

Sherwood family is of English origin, but just when the 

founder of ‘the American branch came to this country is 

not known. though it is supposed to have been a number 

of years prior to the JVai- of Independence. In the early 

annals of Guilford county, North Carolina, the name of 

this family appears, and it was there, some time in the 

latter half of the eighteenth century, that Hugh Slier- 

wood, the ancestor of the Indiana Shelwoods, was born 

and reared. Ey occupation he was a tiller of the soil 

and from the most reliable accounts, a most estimable and 

praisworthy citizen, having belonged to that large and 

eminently respectable class of yeomanly, n-ho, by cor- 

rect lives and in a quiet, unobtrusive way, exercise a 

wholesome influence among their fellows and furnish 

moral fiber to the communities honored by their resi- 

dence. In his young manhood Hugh Sheru-ood married 

. 



129.4 BIOGR=\PHICAL MEMOIRS 

Rebecca Fields, also a native of Guilford county and in 

due time became the father of six sons: B., Charles, 

Daniel, Thomas, Hugh and Jeremiah, all born in Xorth 

Carolina, where the family continued to reside until 

migrating, early in the year 1800, to \\‘ashington county; 

Indiana. 

Upon his removal to this state Hugh Sherwood re- 

sumed the pursuit of agriculture and in the course of 

time became one of the enterprising farmers of his com- 

munity, which honorable vocation his sons als,o adopted, 

and, like him,, they, too, rose to positions of respectability 

and influence in their several places of abode. Mr. Sher- 

wood and his faithful wife were pious and devoted mem- 

bers of the IVIethodist church and throughout long and 

varied lives always made their daily walk and con\lersa- 

tion harmonize with the faith to which they subscribed 

and to which they were ever loyal and true. Al t110ug11 

born in a strongly Democratic state and from his youth 

surrounded by ultra-Democratic influences, he early es- 

poused views directly opposite to those.of that party, and 

from the time of casting his first ballot until his death 

was an uncompromising Whig and fearless defender of 

, the principles to which he yielded allegiance. Hugh and 

Rebecca Sherwood have Ilong- been sleeping thesleep of the 

just, both having died some time in the forties and their 

bodies rest side by side in the old family cemetery in 

Washington county, near which they originally settled. 

Daniel Sherwood, third son of the above couple, was 

born in Guilford county, North Carolina, in 1797, and 

was but a boy when the family moved to Indiana. He 

was reared to agricultural pursuits on the family home- 

lwmwF= 
----- .---_-__ ._ 
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stead, a portion of which he helped clear and improve and 

shortly after attaining his majority formed a matrimo- 

nial alliance with Delilah Copeland, and engaged in farm- . 

ing upon his own responsibility in connection xith which 

he also operated for some years a mill f,or the manufac- 

ture of both flour and lumber. In due time his family 

was increased by the arrival of six children, namely : 

Thomas, Esther, who married Henry String; 71’illiam 

F., Benjamin, James and Rebecca, all of whom spent their 

childhood and youth in the county of 1Vashington, ancl 

there remained until 1852, when Mr. Sherwood changed 

his place of abode to Greene county, where he purchased 

a farm on which his death occurred the following year. 

His widow, who survived him some years, departed this 

life at Goshen, where she was making her home with 

her youngest child, Mrs. Rebecca Kloppensteinz wife of 

Joseph Kloppenstein, of that city. Like his father, Daniel 

Sherwood was a Whig in the full meaning of the term 

and though never-an office-seeker or aspirant for public 

honors, kept in close touch with the questions of the clay 

and had the courage of his convictions on political issues. 

In religion the Cumberland Presbyterian church held his 

creed, of which body himself and wife were for a number 

of years devoted and consistent members. 

The children of Daniel and Delilah Sherwood be- 

came useful men and women and rose to positions of re- 

spectability and honor in their several places of resi- 

dence, James S., the fifth in order of birth, attaining a 

prominence such as to justify much more than a passing 

notice in this brief family sketch. Born March 14. 1831, 

he spent his early life on the home farm in T1-ashington 
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county and at the age of seventeen came to the county 

of Greene, where his brother 1Villiam had previously lo- 

catecl, making the journey on foot and alone and es- 

periencing not a few inconveniences and hardships on 

the way, arriving at his destination in the fall of the 

year 1851. He became an inmate of his brother’s home, 

with whom he continued ot reside during the fifteen 

years ensumg, at the expiration of which time he set up 

a domestic establishment of his own, the presiding spirit 

of which was a youn, w lady by the name of Kancy Brad- 

field, to whoni he was united in the bonds of wedlock on 

the 13th day of February, 1868. Mrs. Sherwood was 

born and reared in Ohio, from which state her father, 

‘\\‘illiam Bradfield, moved to Greene county, Indiana, the 

year preceding her marria, , we locating in Stockton town- 

.ship, where he became a successful farmer and praise- 

worthy citizen. After taking to himself a companion and 

helpmeet, Mr. Sherwood established a home in the town- 

. ship of Stockton, where, during the intervening years, 

he has been engaged in the time-honored vocation of agri- 

culture, clevoting his attention to general farming and 

meeting with success in his’ chosen field of endeavor. 

After a mutually happy wedded experience of forty years’ 

duration his faithful wife was called t,o her reward, de- 

parting this life June IO, 1907, leaving, besides her hus- 

band, these children to mo~n-n her loss: Sallie, William, 

Nat?-, Charles and Jessie. 

In many respects “Uncle Jim,” as he is familiarly 

called, is a unique character, \yhose friends include every 

man, IT-Oman and child of his acquaintance, and the 

bounds of whose popularity. are the circumscribed limits 
, 
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beyond jvhich he is unknown. 11’hile still a mere lad he 

manifested decided musical talent, which, developing with 

the passing years, in due time made him one of the ablest 

musicians in the country, his skill as a violinist being LIE- 

equalled by that of any other perf,ormer on that instru- 

ment in this part of the state. By reason of his fondness 

for this favorite instrument and readiness at all times to 

entertain his friends with free concerts, he came in time 

to be known as “Fiddling Jim,” a title \vhich, with be- 

coming modesty, he still wears, and by which, in all 

probability, he will continue to be clistinguishecl until par- 

alyzed by the icy touch that puts an end to all earthly 

skill, his fingers will close to wield the bow and the tones 

of his beloved instrument become only a memory. In his 

younger days his services as a musician were in frequent 

demand at the country dances and frolics for miles 

around, and many a sedate deacon of the present day 

and his goodly dame of three score and ten,, if pressed 

closely in the matter, will modestly admit that with others 

equally as culpable, they learned ‘to trip the “light fan- 

tastic” to the inspiring tune of “The Arkansas Traveler,” 

‘fLightning Joy” or “Money. Musk,” as “Uncle Jim,” 

with magic touch and tireless at-m, kept the merry dancers 

racing over the rough puncheon floor in the good old 

walk-talk-ginger-blue style of the hoe-down that filled 

with joy their innocent hearts and their legs with sore- 

ness and pain. By this it must not be understood that he 

was merely a player of backwoods tunes and ragtime 

music, for such was not the case, but being skilled in all 

the uses of the instrument from the simple, uncouth strain 

to the productions of the masters, he could suit his play- 

, 
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ing to any occasion and was equally appreciated wherever 

his services were required. Although seventy-four years 

of age he still handles the bow with all the grace and 

celerity of the days of his prime and only recently he 

gave an exhibition of his skill by playing many of the 

old familiar tunes for a company of his friends, all of 

whom pronounced the music as inspiring and full of life 

as in the long ago ere time had silvered his head with 

sifted sand or caused a quaver in the magic touch of his 

erstwhile string and dextrous arm. 

Mr. Sherwood is not only a master of the violin, but 

plays almost equally as well a number of other instru- 

ments, both. wind and stringed, and in 1861 he utilized 

his skill on the former kind by enlisting as a musician 

in the Twenty-first Indiana Infantry, taking the part of 

solo-alto in the regimental band and serving as such for 

a period of fourteen months. At the expiration of that 

time he returned home, but soon re-entered the service by 

joining the band of the Twenty-fourth Indiana Volun- 

teers, with which he remained until detached from the 

service at Galveston, Texas, in November, 1865. While 

at the front he experienced considerable service aside 

from his regular duty as musician, frequently assisting 

in the removal of the tiounded from the field during the 

progress of battle and it was while thus engaged that he 

received a painful wound which rendered him unfit for 

further active duty and led to his discharge at the date 

mentioned above. He was also.employed at intervals in 

the larger cities to play for theaters, concerts and other 

public functions and in this way added very materially 

to the pay received from the government, besides mak- 



GREENE COUNTY, INDIANA. 1299 

ing many warm friends and earning well deserved popu- 

larity among his comrades and others xith whom he 

mingled. 

In point of continuous residence Mr. Sherwood is 

one of the older settlers of Greene county, having made 

this part of the state his place of abode since 1851, a T 
period of fifty-seven years-1908. He recalls the time 

when the site of the present thriving city of Linton was 

nothing but a backwoods hamlet and remembers having 

shot and killed a deer in a small mead&v which is now 

in the very heart of the town. He has not only seen the 

country grow to its present prosperous condition, but to 

the extent of his ability has contributed to the many 

changes that have taken place and been an act,or in a 

number of enterprises that have made for the material 

advancement of the community and the general good of 

his fellow men. Believing in getting out of life all the 

pleasure and satisfaction in it, he has ever been an op- 

timist and by habit of always looking on the bright side 

and endeavoring to make others happy, he refuses to 

grow old, being in his seventy-fifth year, as vigorous 
. 

physically and mentally as many men of not much more 

than half his age. His life has been one of activity and 

usefulness ancl the many neighbors and acquaintances, 

who are proud tlo be numbered among his friends, unite 

in the wish that his days may yet be many. 

William F. Sherwood, second son and third child of 

Daniel and Delilah Sherwood, was born April 24, 1824, 

in Washington county, Indiana, and there grew to ma- 

turity amid the stirring duties of farm life, attending at 

intervals in the meantime such schools as the country af- 
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forded. Although reared to agricultural pursuits, he did 

not find the vocation to his taste. Accordingly, at the age 

of twenty-two he entered the ofice of Dr. Charles Pear- 

son, of Lavonia, and began the study of medicine, con- 

tinuing under the direction of his preceptor two years, 

at the end of which time he opened an office at Linton 

and engaged in the practice of his profession. Dr. Sher- 

wood located in this city in the year I&$, and from that 

time to IS73 devoted himself actively to the duties of his 

chosen calling, meeting with a large measure of success 

and achieving wide distinction as a skillful physician and 

surgeon. He belonged to the- regular school of medicine 

and by diligent study kept in touch with the trend of pro- 

fessional thought, his services being frequently in demand 

at places remote from the field to which his practice was 

chiefly confined. His wife, whom he married in J-oung 

manhoocl, was Catherine Ingersoll, whose birth oc- 

curred in Greene county, Indiana, in 1832, being the 

daughter of Peter and Triphena (‘vines) Ingersoll, who 

were early settlers of the county and among its most 

highly esteenled residents. Dr. and Mrs. Sherwood be- 

came the parents of seven children, \\hose names were 

as follows : Charles Edward, of Linton ; Benjamin N., 

a practicing physician of the same city; Dr. Elmer T., 

one of the leading physicians and surgeons of Greene 

county, whose sketch appears in this work ; John \I’., a 

musiciail in the United States military sen-ice, now sta- 

tioned in the Philippine Islands ; Harrison I., a resident 

of Linton and a well known physician and surgeon; \J’il- 

liam, who died at the age of four years, and ‘l!riphena, 

jvife of J. B. Terhune, one of the leading commission 

mer&nts of Indianapolis. 
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Dr. JVilliam F. Sherwood died March IG. rS73. in 

the prime of his life and usefulness, being only forty-nine 

years of age when called from the scene of his labors and 

triumphs. Mrs. Sherwood, a true wife and helpmeet and 

affectionate mother and most estimable lady of beautiful 

character, departed this life in the month of Xarch, IgoT. 

Dr. Sherwood entered tlie eighty-acre tract of land on 

which the South Linton mine is located and also owned, . 

by purchase, the quarter section on which the Bon Ton 

mine was developed, besides having other holdings in the 

vicinity, among his possessions at different times being 

the land now occupied by the north half of Linton and a 

large tract near the town of Marco, in Staf3orcl ton-nship, 

in all about seven hundred acres, much of which has in- 

creased greatly in value, especially the mineral lands, 

from which the owners have realized handsome fortunes. 

In ISSI the tract on which North Linton stands I\-as sold 

f,or le’ss than thirty dollars per acre, the lots there at the 

present time commandin, v as much as two hundred dol- 

. lars a front foot, other of his estate having been clis- 

posed of at equally low figures. The doctor was public- 

spirited and took an active interest in the growth of Lin- 

ton and frequently predicted that the town would el-ent- 

ually become an important business and industrial center 

as well as the seat of a thriving populace. He did all in 

his power to aclvance the interests of his fellolv men and 

as a Republican wielded a strong influence in the political 

affairs of the county, but never desired to figure as a 

partisan or office-seeker. He seems to have foreseen with 

remarkable accuracy the future development of the I-ast 

mineral wealth in the Linton district, and for a number 
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of years was untiring in his eff,orts to secure railway 

facilities, so as to make possible the opening and operating 

of the mines which his jtidgment told him would some 

day do more for the town and county than any other en- 

terprise, but unfortunately his death occurred just as 

many of his predictions were on the point of being ful- 

filled. 

Personally, Dr. Sherxood was a companionable 

man who made friends wherever his professional or busi- 

ness engagements took him and no man stood higher in 

the esteem of the community or did more to render him- 

self worthy of esteem. He x-as of commanding presence 

and dignified demeanor, medium height, somewhat portly 

and impressing all with whom he came in contact as a 

strong personality and natural leaclei- of men. Full of 

animal life and in the best of health, he loved the outdoor 

sports, where he could come into contact with nature, 

being a true sportsman and.finding his favorite recreition 

in the chase, having ridden with other fox hunters over 

the greater part of Greene and Sullivan counties i’n the . 

pursuit of this exhilarating pastime. In early life Mrs. 

Sherwood was a Presbyterian, but later she united with 

the Methodist church and continued a consistent member 

of the same until her death. The doctor contributed lib- 

erally to all lines of charitable and benevolent work, never 

withholding from the deserving poor, or closing his heart 

or purse to the cry of affliction or distress. He was in- 

deed a manly man, whlose life was filled to repletion with 

good to his fellows and the memory of his many kindly 

deeds, together with a character and name to which time 

has only given additional luster, lvill ever be cherished 

by his descendants as a priceless heritage. 
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The first half of the nineteenth century was charac- 

terized by the immigration of the sterling element which 

made the great commonwealth of Indiana what it is. 

These pioneers were sturdy, heroic, upright, sincere folk, 

sucl~ as constitute the intrinsic strength of a state and 

give solidity to its institutions. It is hardly possible that 

in the future another such period can occur, or, indeed, 

any period in which SLIC~I a solid phalanx. of strong- ’ 

minded, determined men and self-sacrificing women lvill 

take possession of a new country, clevelop its resources 

and lay broad and deep the foundation of an advanced 

and permanent state of civilization. Too careful or too 

frequent references cannot be made in the pages of his- 

tory concerning those who have thus figured as founders 

and builders of a commonwealth, and equal credit is also 

due to the sturdy sons and daughters wh,o, born and 

reared amid the stirring experiences of those heroic 

times, nobly assumed the burdens so borne by their prede- 

cessors and with patience and fortitude such as the world 

has seldom seen excelled, carried on the good work until 

what was under so many difficulties begun, was in clue 

time most earnestly and triumphantly completed. 

Among the sturdy pioneers to penetrate the wilder- 

ness of Indiana while the feet of the red men still pressed 

the soil, was John L. Routt, who, with his wife Mary 

(nee Keys) left his Kentucky home early in the last cen- 

tury and made his way through the forest to Washington 

county, Indiana, where, finding a location to his taste, he 

settled and opened a house for the accommodation of the 
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traveling public. He was -a man of strong character and 

sterling worth and in addition to keeping one of the first 

hotels in the county was’ in due time elected to the im- 

portant and responsible office of sheriff, the duties of 

which he discharged in an eminently satisfactory manner 

until his untimely death, which was caused by the espl,o- 

sion of a barrel of whisky in a distillery which he hacl 

just entered for the purpose of serving summons on cer- 

tain witnesses there employed. 

The influence exerted by this stanch pioneer, fear- 

less official and high-minded citizen was second to that 

of none of his compeers, and his memory is still revered 

in the comm~unity which he assisted to fmouncl, and for 

the material advancement and moral goocl of which he 

did so much. He was public-spirited in the true sense of 

the term, took an active interest in the political afiairs of 

1Vashington cowtv and was long one of the trusted lead- I 
ers of the Whig party in that part of the state. He was 

one ‘of the founders ancl elder of the Presbyterian church, 

also largely instrumental in establishing other churches 

in the new country and to his efforts, especially-? seTera 

Presbyterian organizations still in existence are indebted 

for their origin and the material support that during the 

early days made possible their continuance. 

John L. and Mary Routt reared a family of sis chil- 

dren, among whom was a son by the name of 11’illiam 

Keys Rjoutt, whose name furnishes the caption of this 

article and whose birth occurred at Patoka. Gibson 

county, Indiana, on May 27. of the year 1819. He n-as 

reared amid the stern experiences peculiar to the pioneer 

period in the counties of Gibson and Daviess, and during 
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the summer months devoted his time to such employments 

as were then common on the farm, the winter seasons 

being spent in the subscription schools, which he attended 

at intervals until his nineteenth year. To those earl;\ 

years under the tutelage of parents whose high ambition 

was to engraft upon the minds of their children sucl~ prin- 

ciples ‘as would insure lives of honor and usefulness, Mr. 

Routt was indebted for the integrity of character anil 

honorable ambition that pre-eminently distinguished him 

as ti citizen in all the walks of life. He early formulated 

plans for his future and by making the most of his op- 

portunities became a well informed young man, whdse 

moral training always kept pace with his mental deselop- 

men t. When but nineteen years of age he started out to 

make his own fortune by purchasing a carding machine, 

which he located at Bloomfield and which he operated 

with enoouraging success for a number of years. in the 

meantime starting a general store in connection with this 

enterprise. Finding that he could not profitably com- 

pete with the more improved methods of carding wool 

in t’he largest cities, he finally closed his establishment to 

devote his entire attention to mer?hanising, which branch 

of business he c&ducted with marked success for a period 

of thirty years, or until the state of his health obliged 

him to disbose of his stock and seek a less trying mode 

of life. 

Disposing of his mercantile establishment in rS~9 

Mr. Routt spent the ensuing five years in efforts to re- 

gain his former robust health, but the seeds of disease 

being freely implanted rendered unavailing all that med- 

ical skill and kind attention could do. On the 27th da): 
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of February, 1884, the life of this noble man, and useful, 

high-minded citizen went out amid the sorrowing of an 

entire community in which for so many years his influ- 

ence was felt for good, and throughout which, esteemed 

by many as a close personal friend and by all as a liberal 

benefactor. 

Mr. Routt was married, January 27, 18$3, to Esther 

J. Ferguson, who was born September 13, 1824, in Shel- 

byville, Kentucky, the daughter of William and Susan 

(Graves) Ferguson. The father of W-s. Routt was for 

many years a successful falxner in southern Indiana in 

connection with which he also did quite an extensive trade 

in boating grain, pork, etc., on 1Vhite and other rivers, 

shipping to New Orleans and intermediate points. It 

was while thus engaged that he fell victim to the cholera 

plague, dying at the town of Peola, on the Ohio river, 

after a brief but virulent attack of the dreaded disease, 

Mrs. Routt being about ten years old at the time of his 

demise. Mr. Ferguson was a man of considerable local 

prominence, and much more than ordinarily successful 

in the matter of worldly wealth, having accumulated a 

handsome estate, besides becoming one of the JVhig leacl- 

ers of the county in which he lived. He ancl his good 

wife were pious and consistent members of the Baptist 

church and spared no pains to implant the principles of 

religion and morality in ‘the minds of their children, all 

of whom profited by the wholesome instruction they re- 

ceived. 

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Routt was blessed 

with four children, the oldest of whom, Mary, is the 

widow of the late Dr. S. C. Cravens, of Bloomfield, and 
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the mother of Dr. William R. Cravens, one of the lead- 

ing physicians and surgeons of Greene county, whose 

sketch appears elsewhere in these pages. Fannie, the 

second daughter, married James S. Clark and at the 

present time lives in Louisville, Kentucky; George W., 

and Lulu, the two younger, being deceased. 

In his political faith Mr. Routt was a Republican, 

and while ever interested in the leading issues of the times 

he never sought office or public honors, though amply 

qualified by nature and esperience to fill any positioil 

within the gift of his fellow men. He l>elcl for some 

time the office of county commissioner, besides positions 

of minor importance, but his tastes and inclination al\\-ays 

led him to the more quiet walks of life, where he found 

his chief source of delight as well as his greatest sphere of 

usefulness. 1Vhen young he became identified with the 

Presbyterian church and his life was ever in harmcny 

lvith the faith he professed, being true to the high ideal 

as laid down in the Holy Scriptures and exemplified in 

all of his relations with his fellow men. In matters of 

business he was eminently successful, though exceedingly 

prudent, and all of his dealings were characterized by the 

strict adherence to honor and integrity that mark the 

man who scorns to commit the smallest indiscretion and 

who always endeavors to keep his good name above re- 

proach. In the accumulation of the handsome estate 

which he left, consisting of three farms containing flour 

hundred and sixty acres and a beautiful home of twelve 

acres in the suburbs of Bloomfield, he was ably assisted 

by his good wife, who ever proved a true helpmeet, no 

small part of the comfortable competence attributable to 
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her judicious counsel, well balanced judgment and hearty 

co-operation in all the laudable undertakings in which his 

success n-as so signal and pronounced. For many years 

he was an active and influential member of the Masonic 

fraternity, having been one of the most regular attend- 

ants of the lodge to which he belonged and sincerely cle- 

voted to the beautiful and sublime principles of the order, . 

which he helcl secondary only to his church relations. Hc 

was honored from time to time with official positions in 

the Bloomfield lodge. directed its affaiiys ably and satis- 

factorily and his death left a vacancy among the brother- 

hood in this city which is still considered in the nature 

of a personal loss. T’o epitomize the life and character 

of Mr. Routt wthin the limits assigned to a work of the 

character of this volume is impossible. The stalxtrt 

proportions of his living presence were realized in t!ie 

void made by his lamented death. But less than most 

men intellectually and morally his equal does he need 

the voice <of eulogy or fulsome panegyric for his w-orlcs 

do follow him. He was an honored citizen of Eloomfielcl 

and Greene county, doing much in a quiet way to con- 

sewe their respective interests, and among his fellow 

men no one has been more intrinsically esteekecl or hon- 

cored. He held a prominent place in both public and pri- 

vate life and probably the community had never been 

called upon to mourn a- more respected, highly-regarded 

citizen. A devoted husband, a loving father? a public- 

spirited, patriotic man of affairs, keen and sagacious in 

business, he is eminently entitled to especial mention 

among the representative citizens of his clay and genera- ’ 

tion, and in his death there n-as removed one, n-ho, in a 
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large measure, had honored his race and who will long 

be remembered for the good accomplished through his 

efforts. 

Since the death of her husband Mrs. Routt has re- 

sided in Eloomfield, where, in a beautiful cottage, sur- 

rounded by everything that can minister to her ease and 

comfort, in t!le midst of warm-hearted friends who are 

devoted to her interests and who seem to vie with each 

other in doing her honor, she is calmly passing the even- 

ing of a long and well-spent life in a retrospect of which 

there is little or nothing to regret, and the future of which 

is bright and promising, with an undying hope. \Vith 

her sweet face and crown of silvery hair, her beautiful 

character and many amiable qualities of mind and heart, 

she forms a pleasing picture of happy, contented old age, 

which her many friends hope may long continue to bless 

and make better all with whom she comes in contact. 

To s+ch men as Mr. Newsom we turn with particu- 

lar satisfaction as offering in their life histories justifica- 

tion for xorks of this nature. Kot that their lives have 

been such as to gain them wide reputati’on or the admir- 

ing plaudits of men, but that they have been true to 

every relation of life, have shown such attributes of char- 

acter as entitle them to the regard of all, atld have been 

useful in their sphere of action. 

John TV. Newsom was born at Point Commerce, 
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Greene county, Indiana, August 23, 1851, the son of 

Andrew J. and Amy (Clark) Newsom, natives of North 

Carolina, Grandfather James Byron Ne\vsom having 

moved from that state to this about 1243 I, when the sub- 

je&.‘s father, Andrew J., was about seven years old, set- 

tling in Greene county. Here he engaged in far&q, 

rearing thirteen children, he and his wife, Celia, both 

dying here. James Byron Newsom was of Scotch descent. 

Grandfather Thomas Clark was also from Xorth Caro- 

lina and. settled in Greene c80unty, Indiana, where he 

entered government land on which he spent the remainder 

of his life, dyin, m at the age of seventy-three, having been 

survived a few years by his widow. 11-a and Thomas 

Clark ancl Alvis Newsom, uncles of the subject, were 

soldiers in-the Union army-Ira in the Thirteenth In- 

diana Battery, Thomas in the Fifty-ninth Regiment and 

Alvis in the Ninety-seventh Regiment, Indiana Volunteer 

Infantry, I?aving all been honorably discharged. 

The subject’s father, Andrew J. Kewsom attended 

school only three months and did not learn t,o read and 

.write until after he married, when, however, he became 

an expert in figures. After spending his youth on his 

father’s farm in Greene county, he bought a mill which 

he conducted unti.1 he purchased a farm in his native 

county and carried on general farming and stock raising, 

at one time being a large land owner, but met with finan- 

cial reverses in 1573, handling pork. He cliecl in ISS~ 

at the age of sixty years, his widow dying several years 

later at the age of seventy-four years. They werk both 

church members and they raised eight children, sis of 

whom are now living. 
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John 14’. Ken-som, the subject of this sketch, worked 

on the old home place and attended school until 1872, 

when he purchased a farm in his native county, which 

he successfully managed until he purchased his present 

fine farm in 1879. It was all timbered land at that time 

and consisted of four hundred acres, three hundred of 

which he has cleared and put in cultivation, the land now 

producing more per acre than \\-hen he first cleared it, as 

a result of his skillful management. The subject’s prin- 

cipal work is in raising stock cattle and preparing hogs 

for the market. He formerly fed cattle, but now sells 

them off the grass, feedin, v all the corn he raises to his 

hogs, most of the farm being 110~ in blue grass. At one 

time the subject owned seven hundred acres of land, but 

he disposed of three hundred acres some time ago. He 

has always shown rare judgment in agriculture and 

stock raising, but being particularly fortunate in handling 

cattle and hogs. 

s 

Mr. Newsom was united in marriage to Josephine 

Reynolds in 1875, his wife being the daughter of Isom 

and Margaret Reynolds, her father having-been a native 

of Korth Carolina and her mother of Kentucky. They 

came to Owen county, Indiana, where they farmed and 

spent their lives and where the subject’s wife Iv-as born. 

Seven children have been born to the subject and 

wife, as follows: Buera Blanche died at the age of 

twenty-two years ; Everett E. is m,arriecl ancl living on a 

farm of his own in Greene county; Stel!a B. is the wife 

of Lewis Moore, of Greene county, and the mother of 

two children ; John Q. is married and living in Chicago, 

where he is employed as salesman, and he has one child ; 
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Elesis I\‘ayne is doing clerical work in Indianapolis; 

Reed McKinley is living at home and working on his 

father’s farm; Elsie L. is the wife of Otis Turley and 

lives in Linton. 

Mr. Newsom is a Republican in his political beliefs 

and is widely and favorably known throughout the 

county, enjoying the esteem and respect of a. great circle 

of friends. 

LEVI MOSS PRICE. 

This venerable and honorable citizen of Greene 

county well deserves definite recognition in a work of the 

province assigned to the one in hand. The history of the 

county and his biography are very much one and the same 

thing and for much of its growth and prosperity it is in- 

debted to him. He has been one of its enterprising labor- 

ers and wise oounselors. A western man in the broad 

sense of the term he has realized the needs of the people 

and with clear brain and strong hand has supplied the 

demand generously and unsparingly. Few men of the 

county are as widely ancl favorably known, none stand 

higher in the esteem of his acquaintances; for to him 

is accorded unqualified confidence and regard in the local- 

ity which has so long been honored by his citizenship. 

Levi M. Price is one of the oldest of Greene county’s 

native sons, over seventy-two years having elapsed since 

he first saw the light of day in the humble cabin home 

which his father established in the wilderness of what is 

now Stockton towrxhip. His parents, Aquilla and Hul- 
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dab (IVright) Price, natives, respectively, of Kentucky 

and Tennessee, were among the first settlers to locate 

within the present bounds of Greene county, and Levi A!!., 

whose birth occurred on ,\pril 16th of the year 1836, was 

reared amid the rugged duties and stern vicissitudes of a 

comparatively new and undeveloped country. He is the 

eighth in a family of nine children,, the majority of whom 

grew to maturity, their names being as follows : Josiah, 

Eusebia, Wesley, John, Cornelius, Fenlon, Benjamin and 

Sarah. The Prices have been representative in the west- 

ern part of Greene county f’or more than three quarters 

of a century, but at the present time (190s) Levi 14. 

and his brother Benjamin are the only survivors of the 

once large and happy circle that gathered around the 

domestic hearthstone, the parents and all but two’ of the 

deceased children being buried in the family cemetery at 

Linton. Benjamin Price, who was born in this county 

seventy-four years ago, has been actively and prominently 

identified with the varied interests of the communitv, be- 

ing a man of high standing and wide influence, in whom 

the characteristics of his family have been reproduced to 

a marked degree. 

. 

The sons assisted their father in clearing up and 

improving a large and valuable farm, which, in the course 

of time, passed from their possession into the hands of 

strangers, by whom it is now held. Young Levi con- 

tributed his share to the removal of the forest growth and 

the cultivation of ;he soil, and grew up to the full stature 

of well developed manhood with a true conception of the 

dignity of labor and while yet a mere boy began laying 

his plans for the future. Such educational advantages as 

I rmeim-7 =?-==- --= 
1 “* ~-.-T7- -. -~-.. / 
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the county afforded were’ his, but at the best they were 

ineager and limtied, being confined to a few months’ at- 

tendance each winter at the little log school house, whose 

floor was composed of puncheons and split planks, the 

windows greased paper in lieu of glass, while a mam- 

moth fire-place, which occupied the greater part of one 

end of the building, afforded the means of making the in- 

terior comfortable during the bitterly cold days of winter. 

For some years after settling in the new country the 

elder Price was obliged to haul wheat from Stockton 

township to Louisville, Kentucky, a distance considerably 

in excess of a hundred miles, where he obtained the mu- 

nificent suln of thirty-seven cents, per bushel and deemed 

himself exceedingly fortunate if the price always reached 

that figure. The nearest market for live stock was Vin- 

cennes, forty miles away, and thither he and his sons 

dl;ove such cattle and hogs as he had for sale, content 

with such prices. as the buyers saw fit to offer. Evety- 

body lived in the conventional log cabins of the period, 

neighbors were few and far between, but the mutual cle- 

pendence of the settlers upon each other gave rise to a 

community of interests which brought about a state of 

friendship and good feeling never since exceeded. The 

labor involved in making homes under such conditions 

was not unequally divided between the sexes. TVhile 

men built the cabins, cleared away the forests, cultivated 

the soil, harvested the crops, etc., the good wife and 

mother found her duties no less numerous and arduous. 

In addition to the preparing and cooking of the food, 

milking cows, making their own soap, etc., they washed, 

picked and carded the wool, spun the thread and wo1.e 
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-the coarse cloth of which much of their wearing apparel 

was made; sometimes .flax was intermixed with the wool, 

the combination making a strong and durable fabric 

which stood the wear and tear of rough usage for many 

years. 

The youth of the subject of this review, passed 

under such experiences as those referred to not only made 

a deep and lasting impression upon his mind but had 

much to do toward developing the spirit of self-reliance 

and sturdy, manly independence by which his life has 

ever been characterized. As already indicated, he grew 

to manhood strong in body and determined in his pur- 

poses to make the most of such opportunities as presented 

themselves. 

. 

In due time he turned his attention to the ancient 

and honorable vocation of agriculture, which he prose- 

cuted with such energy and well directed judgment that 

he finally became not only one of the leading farmers of 

his township, but also took high rank as an enterprising 

and influential citizen. ‘\Vhen the dark cloud of war 

overspread the national horizon his patriotic fervor was 

arohsed to responsive action, and in August, 1862, he 

enlisted in Co8mpany E, Fifty-ninth Indiana Infantry, in 

which he served until the close of the rebellion, first in 

the department of the Mississippi under General Grant 

and subsequently under General Sherman in the Tennes- 

see, Georgia and Carolina campaigns. 

. 

Mr. Price participated in all the campaigns and bat- 

tles in which his command was engaged, taking part in 

the siege and reduction of Vicksburg, the numerous ac- 

tions at and in the vicinity of Atlanta, after which he ac- 
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companied his regiment on the celebrated march to the - 

sea, thence LIP through the Carolinas and Virginia to the 

‘national capital, where he took part in the grand review 

which marked the terminus of the greatest struggle in 

the annals of warfare. 

Returning home at the expiration of his term of 

. service Nr. Price resumed fanning and stock raising. 

and as already stated, soon forged to the front as one 

of the leading agriculturists of Greene county, which rep- 

utation he has ever since sustained. At this time he 

owns a beautiful estate of four hundred acres of highly 

improved land, the greater part underlaid with an ines- 

haustible quantity of the finest coal to be found in the . 

Indiana fields, thus affording a source of wealth prac- 

tically incalculable. He resided on this farm until Octo- 

ber, 1906, when he removed to a beautiful and commo- 

dious modern home in Linton, since which time he has 

managed his agricultural and live stock interests from 

the latter place; he also operated a coal shaft on his 

farm from which were produced large quantities of the 

high grade coal for which this section of the state is 

noted, this enterprise proving remarkably successful and 

adding very much, materially, to the liberal income of 

which he is the recipient, though about 1897 he leased 

his mining property on royalty basis, since which time 

the coal mined has paid approximately $300 per acre. 

Of recent years his farm has been largely devoted t’o 

grazing and in addition to the breeding and raising of 

cattle he also buys and ships quite extensively, at this 

time being one of the largest and most successful stock 

men in this’ part of the state. 
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Mr. Price,, on October 27, 1557, was united in mar- 

riage with Margaret J. Hail, daughter of Martin and . 

Phoebe Hail, parents native of Virginia and Kentucky 

respectively,, and among the early pioneers of Greene 

county, their arrival antedating by some years that of 

the Price family. Mr. and Mrs. Hail had nine children, 

of whom five are living at the present time? viz. : Char- 

lotte, Lavica Ann, Margaret Jane, Nathan Talbott and 

Armincla Maria, all married, three residing in Incliana, 

one in Illinois and one in the state of Kansas. 

Xi-. and Mrs. Price have one son and three claugh- 

ters living, and one daughter and two sons deceased. 

- Elizabeth M. and Arlington died at the age of three 

years ; Hattie Eusebia is the wife of Dr. E. T. Shern-ood, 

(of Linton; Jennie Lind married Peter Schlott? a resiclent 

of Linton, as is also C. T. Sherwood? the present post- 

master, whom Pearl, the nest daughter, married ; Cossia, 

now deceased, was the wife of 1Valter IT-ills, of Linton, 

and the son, I. 0. Price, who is noticed at more length 

elsewhere in these columns. 

Mr. Price has always been a stanch and uncom- 

promising Republican, but has never held office nor 

sought public preferment. He and his wife have been 

life-long members of the Methodist Episcopal church, be- 

ing deeply interested in all lines of religious and benevo- 

lent work, under the auspices of the local organization 

with which they are identified, and liberal contributors to 

the support of the Gospel at home and abroad. 

Mr. and Mrs. Price have made it their custom to 

spend the winters of the past eleven or tn-ell-e >-ears in 

Floricla enjoyin, 0- a well-earned respite from the worries 
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of home life and the vigors of northenl lvinters. For 

more than fifty years they have tral-eled the pathway of . 
life hand in hand in that congeniality of temperament sb 

essential to happy married life. 

Their splendid home in Linton is the mecca of 

hospitality and clongeniality. Aftei- a lifetime spent amid 

the scenes of new country and its development, in close 

contact with hard and vigorous labors, they are now en- 

joying the fruits of their early industry and frugality and 

are rated among the wealthy people of the community. 

They are the friends of humanity and everybody. loves 

them. 

JOHN F. SLINICU3D. 

The spirit of modern business demands big men ; 

men who represent the highest instinct of business cle- 

velopment ; men whose shoulders have been broadened 

by the weight of business responsibility; men whose 

minds have been mellowed by business experience. 

Among the many men in southern Indiana whose 

executive talents and business sagacity have gained for 

them distinction, stands John F. Slinkard, of Bloomfield, 

long recognized as a leader in every movement demand- 

ing organization and individual initiative. ,\ man of 

broad intellectual attainments, indomitable energy and 

the highest character, he is a man of commanding influ- 

ence in his community. In every position of life he typi- 

fies the highest citizenship. The success he has attained 

is the result of wisely directed energy, prudent industry 

. 
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2, and conscientious endeavor. Progressive and public-spir- 

ited in all matters pertaining to the public welfare, he 

takes an active interest in the advancement of his count!., 

and readily lends his time and influence to aid in the 

material prosperity of his community. 

Mr. Slinkarcl was born in Cass township, Greene 

county, Indiana, November’ 16, 1849, the son of Andrew 

.B. and Sarah (O’Neil) Slinkard, likewise natives of 

Greene county. His grandparents on both sides were 

I natives of North and South Carolina, the maiden name 
. 

of his grandmother being Anna Chanler. -4nclrex B. , 
I 

p 
i 

Slinkard, his father, was engagecl in the mercantile busi- 

ness at Newberry for a period of fifteen years, although 

he spent the major part of his life on a farm. He was 

twice married. John F. Slinkarcl was born of the first 

union, as were two other children, of which the subject 

of this sketch is one and A. P. Slinkarcl is another. 

Mary A., -the third child, is deceased. The farther 

became well-to-do before his death, and is re- 

membered as a good citizen and kindly neighbor. He 

was active in church work, having been a member of 

the Lutheran church. Both he and his wife died while 

living on the farm. 

Jlohn F. Slinkard was’ reared on the parental farm 

and attended the common schools in his native commun- 

ity. This education was supplemented with a course in a 

commercial college at Vincennes, Indiana, from which 

institution he graduated in 1867. The next ten years 

was spent in his father’s store at Newberry, and here he 

learned the rudiments of business. In the year 187s he 

was elected clerk of Greene county on the Democratic 

-cr 
‘1 

. 
-1 
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1320 BIOGR-APHICAL MEMOIRS 

ticket, and served a term of four years, performing his 

official duties with signal ability and honor to his con- 

stituents. He declined a nomination for a second term 

and returned to his farm in Cass township, where he 

remained until March, 1900, when he removed to Bloom- 

field and where he has since resided. 

Mr. Slinkard, in 1900, iva.s one of the organizers 

and directors of the Home Telephone Company. of 

which he became general manager. He was the moving 

spirit of this company, and much of its success was clue 

to his sound judgment and tireless energy. In 1905 he 

organized the Union Jack Company, a corporati,on en- 

gaged in the manufacture and sale of a patented lifting . 

jack which has an international sale. Mr. Slinkard is 

president of this company, which is on a strong financial 

basis and does an extensive business. 

Mr. Slinkard was married to Caroline \Villiamson~ 

of j\‘ashington township, Greene county, Indiana, Jan- 

uary I, 1873, who bore him six children, four of whom 

are living. These are Oscar P. Slinkard, of Bloomfield, 

general manager of the Home Telephone Company : 

Harry K. Slinkard, of Linton, an electrician with great 

experience and ability ; Cyrus I,. Slinkarcl, of Bloomfield. 

a coal operator, and Miss Nellie M. Slinkard, also of 

Bloomfield. This n-ife died in September, 1879, and on 

December 9, 1903 he was married to Anna Deist, a native 

of Nashville, Brown countp, Indiana, who is a graduate 

of the State Normal School of Terre Haute? and for 

some years before her marriage was a very successful and 

well known teacher in the public schools at El\\-sod, 

Indiana. 

;! 
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The subject’s fraternal obligations are with the Elks 

and his religious faith is cast with the Lutheran church, 

of which he is a member. Mrs. Slinkard is a member of 

the Presbyterian church. 

Mr. Slinkard is a progressive Democrat and his 

advice is often sought in the councils of his party. He 

is a loyal ‘-and enthusiastic worker, standing always for 

the best in public life and an avowed enemy to cluplicit) 

and dishonesty in all its forms. 

--- 

JOHN A. TEMPLETON. 

The stanch integrity and marked pra,gmatic ability 

of the Scotch type are almost proverbial, and these at- 

tributes are manifest in the character of this well known 

and representative citizen of Greene county, n-here he 

is numbered among the successful business men of Lin- 

ton, in which section of the county he has long been a 

superintendent of mines and an extensive propert!- owner. 

Mr. Templeton was born in the famous old district of 

Ayershire, Scotland, June 28, 1860, the son of Robert 

and Mary (Alexander) Templeton, both natives of the 

land of Bobbie Burns. The father was a miner who calie 

with his family to America in r8S1, and after a three 

months’ stay returned to his native heath, leaving the 

subject behind, who, iri ISS~, sent for his parents, and 

they established their home at Cordonia, Clay county, 

afterwards moving to Harmony. where the subject’s 

father was killed in IVatson’s Nlo. I shaft, Februaq- IO, 
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1886. The mother returned to Scotland the same year 

and joined her husband in the land of eternal rest .on 

December IO, I8gg. They were the parents of nine chil- 

dren, of whom the subject was the second in the order 

of birth. One brother and one sister live in America, 

Robert being weighman at the mine in which the subject 

is superintendent, and the sister, Mrs. Kesbitt; resides in 

Sew York City. Three brothers and one sister are living 

in the old country. 

John A. Templeton applied himself assiduously to 

his studies while attendin g school in his native country 

and received a very serviceable and practical education, 

considering the time he was in school, having begun min- 

ing when scarcely ten years old, which profession he has 

made his life work, mastering all its details until he is 

perhaps one of the best informed and thoroughly espe- 

rienced mine superintendents in the county, spending the 

past twenty-six years in this line of work, having been in 

his present position, superin&nclent of the Coal Bluff 

Mining Company, for the past twelve years, which is cer- 

tainly a criterion that he is a man of indispensable value 

to that concern, his employers all this time having been 

the J. Smith-Talley Company, of Terre Haute. As super- 

intendent of his company’s holdings, Mr. Templeton has 

under his jurisdiction about five hundred men, whom he 

handles with the greatest satisfaction to all concerned. 

He has been very successful in his life work, now o’wn- 

ing considerable stock in the Templeton or Ferin mines. 

He is also sup’erintendent for the Wabash mine at I\iest 

Terre Haute; also owns stock in the Linton Rolling Mill. 

Ten years ago he built a large and handsome dwelling in 
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Lintoa, wh&e he has resided for the past eighteen years. 

He is a thoroughly practical, painstaking and honest busi- 

ness man, having the sagacity to do the right thing at the 

right time and wrench success out of apparent impossi- 

bility. 

Our subject was united in marriage with Siloam J. 

Penna, daughter of Philip and Elizabeth Penna, and a 

sister of P. P. Penna, secretary and treasurer of the Bitu- 

minous Coal Operators’ Association of Indiana. M rs . 

Templeton was born in Cornwall, England and came to 

America with her parents in 1882. .Mr. and Mrs. Tem- 

pleton have a family of seven childl-en, named as fol- 

lows : Robert A., Charles. N.; Cecil Edwin, Mary Eliza- 

beth, Ethel Lillian, Philip H. and Flora Isabel. 

Fraternally Mr. Templeton is a member of the Lin- 

ton lodge, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,. In 

political views he is a pronounced Prohibitionist and has 

always been a radical advocate of the principles of tem- 

perance and sobriety. It is such characteristics as these 

which he has manifested throughout his active business 

career, social and home life that has won the esteem and 

admiration of all who have come to know Mr. Temple- 

ton, and he and his family are among the most favorably 

known citizens of Linton. 

; . . . 


