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ED\\-IS L. 11-OLFORD 
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desirous of leaving the imprint of his ability and worth 

.on the minds of those constituting the world of his per- 

sonal activities, Mr. lJTolford applied himself in a most 

assiduous manner. to his text-books and did a great 

amount of general reading, as a result of which he laid 

a broad and deep f~oundation in educational matters, on 

which he has since steadily builclecl, through home study 

and personal contadt with the world, being an obseming 

man and having highly developed perceptive as m:ell as 

reflective faculties. ,At the age indicated above our sub- 

ject came with his parents to Linton, after receiving that 

valuable training on the farm which so many of our 

eminent men in many walks of life receive, which in 

some inscrutable manner enters into the meshwork of 

their soul-fiber, making- them stronger, nobler. broader 

and in eyery way better equipped for the strenuous sub- 

seyuent battle of life. 

His first venture in the business world in which he 

has lIecome So eminently cqnspicuous was shortly after 

his arriT-al in Linton, when he engaged as manager of a 

coal mine. I\-hich Jvas conducted at that time on a very 

small scale with twenty men. However, the able man- 

ner in I\-hich he conducted the affairs of this mine augured 

that his future was to be replete with success if 1~; had 

an opportunity to show his ability in larger affairs: In 

Februar)-, I 883, Mr. 1Volforcl. in company with his 

father, opened a store, establishing the firm of JVolford 

Br Son. carrying a general line of merchandise on a small 

scale! n-ith a capital possibly not esceeding twelve bun- 

tlretl tloilars. This they gradually increased as their 

trade g-e\\-, and in time the subject’s brothers. T. L. 



x- 

St 

Tat 

iid 

as 

it - b 

hat 

)LlS 

in 

Oi 

der 

Lib- 

7;‘ 

he 

fter 

)f a 

-cry 

ian- 

trecl 

had 

Ill 

his 

ford 

mall 

lull- 

heir 

L. 

GREENE COUNTY, INDIANA. 435 

and IV. F., -became members of the firm, \\-hich was 

changed to J. TV. Wolford & Sons, the business of which‘ 

has continuously increased until now it is far beyond the 

mx,t sanguine dreams of the Wolfords when they first 

began, for they now carry a sixty-thousand-dollar stock 

alid erected a. large and comrnoclious brick building- in 

1903, two stories high, sixty-six by one hundred and 

tllirty feet, bein g designed for what it is, a complete, 

modern and up-to-date department store, -the fame of 

I\-hich has penetrated to all parts of Greene county, and 

many customers come from acljoinin$ counties, knotv- 

ing that here they receive courteous treatment and al\\*ays 

get the best gracle of goods at the most reasonable figures. 

KO store in the state is any better or systematically man- 

aged than this, and it has no worthy rival in the field 

l\.hich is serves. The success of this great business is 

largely due to the energy and enterprise of OUI- subject, 

lvl-ho is treasurer and financial manager. 

Iii addition to this store, which ~vould lx enough 

tc occupy the esclusive attention of most nietl, Nr. \\:cl- 

ford, in 1592, began as a stockholder in the Island Vaf- 

ley Coal and Mining Company, becoming treasurer of 

the same, which position he acceptably held until the COIII- 

lmq- closed its business in 1905. In 1894 MI-. \lvolf~t-d 

also became stockhol’cler in the South Linton Coal Corn- 

pany, and acted as secretary and treasurer of the same 

until its business u-as ~0mx1 LIP in 1905. In 1S99 Ed- 

I\-in 7’\‘olforcl was one of the organizers and promoters 

of the Elack Creek Semi-Block Coal CompallJ’, and was 
secretary and treasurer of this conlpany~until the?- closed 

their business in 1905. J-Cot being content u-ith the pile- 
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nomenal success he had won in this direction, 11Ir. J\‘ol- 

ford in 1903 organized and promoted the Linton Seqi- 

Block Coal Company, at once becoming secretary and 

treasurer, also general manager, succeeding admirably 

until the business was sold in 1905. Mr. Wolford was 

also one of the organizers and .promoters of the United 

Fourth Vein Coal Company, a consolidation of six com- 

panies, as follows.: Island Valley Coal and Mining Com- 

pany, North Linton Coal Company L. T. Dickason 

Coal Company, Black Creek Semi-Block Coal Company, 

_Antioch ‘Coal Company and the Black Hawk Coal Com- 

pany, with a capital of one million dollars, and with 

the’ following officers : Job Freeman, president ; A. B. 

Xeyer, vice president ; Edwin L. 1Volforc1, secretary and 

treasurer. This company has continued business in a 

most successful manner, and the present officers ( 1908) 

are Job Freeman, president ; EclGl L. 1Volforcl, l-ice 

president and treasurer ; J. B. Sherwood, secretary. This 

company is doing an annual business of eight hundred 

thousand cl:ollars, its capacity being six thousancl tons 

daily. 

Our subject is also a stockholder in the cnitecl 

States Powder Company, the Linton Rolling Xi11 and 

the Linton Trust Company, being a director in the last 

named. 

Edwin L. \1’olford was happily married in Linton 

April 8, 1883, to Anna Thorp, of Linton, who was born 

in Terre Haute August 29, 1S63, the accomplished and 

highly cultured daughter of Alvin P. and Sarah (La- 

selle) Thorp, who were long regarded as people of promi- 

nence and influence of that city, but who have now both 

passed )on to their rest. 
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Four bright and promising children have been born 

illto blr. and Mrs. ~Volf~rcl’s home, bringing additional 

sunshine and cheer to this already ideal household, for 

the domestic life of this couple has al\\-ays been most 

harmonious. The names of their children are Earl? a 

young man :of n~uch business ability and promise, who is 

in the store at Linton; Ray, an unusually intellectual l’ad? 

110~ (1908) attending Franklin College; Leo is a student 

in the Linton high school, where he is making a brilliant 

record for both scholarship and deportment ; the \vin- 

some and talented daughter, who is also a high school 

pupil, \I-here she holds high rank, answers to the name 

of Jessie. 

Mr. \\-olforcl is an independent Democrat political- 

ly, and n-hile he does not find time from his many and 

exacting business duties to take actil-e part in political 

matters, he is a public-spirited man, thoroughly interested 

ill all movements looking to the betterment or clevelop- 

ment of his native locality. FraternalI)- he is a thirty- 

second degree Mason, Indiana Consistory, Mm-at Temple 

Shrine, being past master of the Linton Lodge, So. 560, 

Free and Accepted Masons. He is also a member of the 

Eenevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Xo. 866, of 

Linton. The 1Volforcl family subscribes to the Baptist 

church, where they are held in high esteem by the entire 

congregation. 

Nr. 1T701ford still maintains his home in Linton, 

\\here he has a modern and beautifully, appointed resi- 

dence, but he has his main office in the Terminal Trac- 

tion Building in 

suite of rooms. 

Indianapolis, maintaining there a fine 
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Mr. 1Volforcl has been more than ordinarily success- 

ful in the accumulation of material wealth, being one gf 

the financially solid men of Linton, and to his credit, be 

it said that the handsome competence now in his posses- 

sion and the liberal income of which he is the recipient 

are the result of his well-directed efforts, being in the 

fdi sense of the term a self-made man and the archi- 

tect of his own fortune, and having been scrupulously 

honest and upright in all his business career, his methods 

have never been assailed or cluestionecl, ha\-ing long ago es- 

tablished a firm reputation for sound business principles, 

and in the extensive work he has done in organizing ant1 

promoting various industries it has been clone to the 

entire satisfaction of the stockholders in e\-ery respect, 

for in ehch instance they seemed to rest assured that their 

investments were safe with him at the helm of the un- 

dertaking. Of course, Mr. JVolford, as must many an- 

other successful business man? admit, I\-hich he freel) 

claes, that his \\:orthy father has had much to do in mzl<- 

ing his own .life successful and worth the living, for in 

the early youth of our subject his father took particular 

pains to inculcate such principles in him as would make 

for a successful future in the business ~vorlcl and the es- 

tablishment of an incorruptible reputation and a g&d 

name. which the Wolforcls have always borne and still 

maintain. 
-- 

JEFFERSON L. OLIPHAANT. - 

One of Indiana’s most notable patriots, and one 

who was held in high esteem by neighbors ancl friends, 
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i\;as the late Jefferson L. Oliphant, of Bloomfield, Indi- 

ana. He was born in Lawrence county, Indiana, August 

28, 1S36, and was the son of Lawson and Ruth (Pen- 

nington) Oliphant, both natives of North Carolina, a 

state that has had a generous share in furnishing early 

settlers and pioneers ‘for the ~liclclle 11’est. They came 

to Lawrence county, Indiana, in the early thirties, and 

in rS;o removed t,o Greene county, settling in Center 

township, where they bought a tract of government land, 

wild ant1 uncultivatecl. This they soon transformed into 

an improved farm, and here they spent the remainder of 

tllcir {lays, the father departing this life in 1’260, being 

stlrvivc(l by his com’panion until ISSS. 

‘1‘11~ family consisted of nine children, as follonx : 

l~r;tnk, 110~ deceased, h&ng passed to rest at Blooming- 

~OII, Illtlinn;l ; T,ouisa died in Texas; Kancy entered into 

rest \v[lile living in lhl>ois county; Joseph, now living 

;lt ~1?100mficlt1 ; Parentha, wiclon- of Jerry Stokes, living 

ill C~~l0rntlo ; Jefferson L., our subject. who answered the 

c;~ll of clcntll June 16, 1907; Sarah, widow of Ezekiel 

St~nc. antI now living at Du,, maer. Indiana ; Mary, widow 

of .I lcriry l;ilzlx~trick, of Linton : Belincla, wife of Riley 

Crintctn, of Dtlggcr. Jefferson L. was brought up on the 

farm antI learned the ru,, m-“ecl lessxis of self-reliance 

through contact with problems encountered by this es- 

perience. His education was limited to such training as 

was afforded by the primitive schools of the time, the 

conditions of which are cluite far&liar to present-clay read- 

ers. Although these conditions do not seem at first 

glance to be favorable for much fruit, yet it threw the 

young men of those clays bjck upon theinselves, and in 
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this very fact lies the secret of the strong and independ- 

.ent spirit which is such a strong characteristic of the men 

of the times. 

On April 3, 1856, Mk. Oliphant was united in mar- 

riage to Sarah A. Du gger, a native of Greene county, 

born February 4? .1838, a record aof whose family history 

will be found in the biography of Oris B. Richeson, in 

the present volume. Upon his marriage he devoted him- 

self to farming and lived on several different farms dur- 

ing his life. He became the father of three children- 

Nettie, wife of J. D. Landis, now living at Linton; 

Thomaq of Bloomfield, and Marion, of TVashington, 

Indiana. 

Thomas L. Oliphant was born in Greene county 

April 14, 1860, married Mary T. Byers, a native of 

Greene county, and they have seven children-Lessie; 

Charity, wife of Homer Foddrill, of Bloomfield; Charles, 

Dora, Grace, Carl and Claude. 

Marion, whose wife, Allie V. Millen, is now de- 

ceased, became the father of six children, viz. : Glen, Le- 

lia, Elmer, Hazel and Margaret. 

In 1862 Mr. Oliphant responded to the call of his 

country and enlisted in Company E of the Ninety-seventh 

Indiana, and served in this company until the close of 

the war. He was mustered in at Terre Haute and was 

discharged January 9, 1865, at Washington, D. C. He 

participated in all the important battles in which his reg- 

iment was engaged, and this included a great many fierce 

engagements. One needs but mention in this connection 

Sherman’s march to the sea, in which this regiment had 

a part, and the reader will picture in his own mind the 
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varied experiences of those connected with the history 

of the war in that vicinity, also the grand review at 

Washington, form incidents never to be forgotten in the 

history of our nation. 

The war bein g over, Mr. Oliphant returned to the 

more peaceful pursuit of farming, but later operated a 

flour mill in the outswirts of Bloomfield. At another 

time he conducted a flour mill at Linton, and later one 

at Washington, Indiana. Subsequently he returned to 

Bloomfield and lived in well deserved retirement until 

his demise, as previously mentioned. He was a member 

of the Grand Army of the Republic and a Republican. He 

had impressed himself upon all who knew him as a kind 

husband and father and a good neighbor. 

JOEL BYERS. 

Living with his daughter, Mrs. Thomas Oliphant, is 

Joel Byers, a retired farmer. He was born Janual?- ~1. 

1829, being the son of Jacob and Sarah (Young) Byers. 

He was reared on the farm and received his early edu- 

cation in the pioneer schools of the day. 

In 18jo he ~2s j,oined in marriage to Eliznbeth Rain- 

bolt, who departed this life in September, 1889. Sir. 

Byers came to Lawrence county in 1844, and 1847 to 

Greene county, settlin, m on a farm in Jackson toxnship. 

continuing until 1889, when he came to Bloomfield to 

make his home with his daughter. Mr. and Mrs. Byers 

reared nine children-Jacob, NIartha, Sarah, John M., 



7T7illiam D., Mat-y T., Manda, James IV. and Fannie. 

Aft-. Byers stands well with the neighbors and 

friends. He takes active interest in politics, and kffil- 

iates with the Baptist church. 

The subject of this sketch: Henry C. O\ven, n-as born 

in Scotland, Gt-eene county, Indiana, November 25. 1839, 

and, finding his native “heath” sufficient to meet ltis 

earthly wants, decided to remain there, devoting his life 

to vat-i,ous pursuits, now spending his declining years 

as proprietor of a grocery store at Sewberry, Indiana. 

Sir. On-en was fihe son of Hent-y C. and ;\Iat-y Fran- 
1 ! 

ces (Jones) O\ven. the latter a nati1.e of Rockbridge coutl- 

ty, Virginia, and the former of Kentucky, having been 

born near Owensborough. Henry On-en came to Greene 

county~ Indiana, in the early years of the nineteenth cen- 

tury and worked at the carpenter’s trade at Scotland. The 

subject \vas thirteen years old when his fatltet- removed 

to Nexbet-t-y, Indiana,, in 1832. This I\-as before the 11’a- 

bash and Erie canal, and only three frame houses had 

been erected thet-e. together with a few cabins. The sub- 

ject’s father remained there during the remainder of his 

life. Henry’s father, >Villiam Ojveen, n-as a native of 

I<entuckyY but he came to Indiana, locating on a fat-m 

near Owensburg, where he spent his life. Mat-y F. Jones. 

Henry O\ven’s wife, died in Sewberry. They xere the 

parents of seven children, namely: James M.. who died 

at Yen-berry in May. 1908, aged seventy-three years I 



Catherine, now deceased, was the wife of Barton Hines ; 

Henry C., our subject ; ?&t-y F., now deceased; Mat-an&t, 

\cife *of Bazel Hindman, living at Xewbert-y, Itlcliana; 

Jalle is the xife of John &A. IT’esner, living in Missouri; 

C>yltllia C. is deceased. She was the wife of Alonzo 

Quackenbush. The parents of the subject were members 

of the Xethoclist church. His father ~-as a class lkader 

atltl took a great interest in church affairs. He was a 

Republican and took an active interest in politics, serving 

t\vo terms as treasurer of Greene county, Indiana: He 

(lid much ton-arc1 the upbuilclitig of the ton-n of Kew- 

bet-t-y and subscribed to the railroad and the canal. He 

I\-as a member of the Mrtsonic fraternitv. 

Henry C. O\\-en, our subject, learned the carpenter’s 

tt-a(le from his father and followecl this at Xewbetq-, In- 

(liatla, until rSg3. He received his education in the com- 

mon schools. taught in the primitive log houses of those 

tla)3, and was marfiecl July 3, 1S59, to Anna L. S!iomp, 

~\-]Io n-as born in Knox count)-. She died in Xewbet-t-F, 

leaving sis children, as foll.on-s : Charles. lil-ing in Ohio ; 

James II.. n-ho lives in Riartinsville, Indiana; Mary Fran- 

ces, wife of 11;. M. ~~‘esner, I\-ho lives in Nelvbet-t-y ; Lilie 

;Y, uTife of Clii-forcl Courtney. vho lives in ‘Linton, Intli- 

ana; Lucinda. wife of Edward Brookshire, living in Lin- 

ton ; Henry C., living in Newberry. The subject’s sec- 

ond wife was Mary L. Sipley, who was born in Se\v -Al- 

bany, Indiana, the daughter of Caroline and Jacob Sip- 

ley. Two children were born to this second union- 

Norma and John D. 

Mr. Owen enlisted in Company B, Twenty-fourth 

Indiana Volunteer Infantry, in 1862, at Paoli, Indiana, 
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and served until the close of the war, having taken part ._ 

in the battles of Baton Rouge, siege of Mobile, where he 

was nine days in the trenches. He was slightly injured 

at Canoe Station. He was then in the Third Division, 

Thirteenth Corps, ‘under General Oslerhouse. He was 

slightly injured before he b o-ot to the front in a railroad 

accident at Effingham, Illinois. 

Mr. Owen was supervisor of Cass tow-nship! Greene 

county, Indiana, several times, and he served one term 

as county commissioner ; also was postmaster at Kew- 

berry for four years. He is a member of the Masonic 

fraternity and a member of the Eastern Star; also a 

member of the Grand Army of the Republic. He is now 

(1908) justice of the peace. Mr. Owen and his family 

are members of the YMethodist Episcopal church. He has 

been trustee of the church ever since it was organized in 

that place. Tl le entire Owen family is highly respected 

in Newberry. 

REV. H. JULIAN MATHL~S. 

Although yet a young man, the subject of this 

sketch, the Rev. H. Julian Mathias, has. achieved pro- 

nounced success in his chosen profession and has accom- 

plished much good in all his ministerial xork, being es- 

pecially liked by the congregation of the Lutheran church 

at Newberry, Indiana, of which he now has charge. 

Rev. Mathias is a native of South Carolina, having 

been born there October 3, 1871. He is the son of David 

J. and Margaret (Kleckley) Mathias, n-ho xere South 

--- 
- 

- 

( 
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Carolina people. David’ was the son of Jesse. Mathias, a 

farmer of the last named state. Margaret Kleckley was 

the daughter of John H. and Sarah (Montz) Kleckley, 

both natives of South Carolina, where they lived and died 

on a farm. David Mathias died in 1907. His widow 

is still living in South Carolina. They had nine children, 

1101-n as follows : Rev. H. Julian, the subject; Jesse, Sal- 

lie, Beattie, Simon, Samuel, Andrexv, Ora and Tillman. 

The parents of the subject and all their ancestors were 

members of the Lutheran church. 

The subject was reared on a farm, receiving his edu- 

cation from the common schools of the county and the 

high school at Lexington, South Carolina. He then en- 

tered Concordia College at Conover, North Carolina, and 

one year later entered Lenoir College at Hickory, North 

Carolina, where he spent two years. He then entered 

Newberry College, at Newberry, in South Carolina, grad- 

uating in 1896, ancl graduating two years later from the 

Southern Lutheran Theological Seminary at Newberry, 

South Carolina. 

After leaving school Rev. Mathias accepted a charge 

at Sclwoocl, South Carolina, for three years. He then 

preached two years at St. Luke’s, Prosperity, South Car- 

olina. He then preached at Lincolnton, North Carolina, 

for two years. In June, 1905, he came to Newberry, In- 

diana, where he has remained to the present time (1908). 

The subject was married in 1898 to M3nnie Shell, a 

native of Conover, North Carolina. She was reared 

there and met the subject when he was attending school 

at that place. She is the daughter of John S. and Sarah 

(Miller) Shell, the former a native of North Carolina 
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and the latter a native of Tennessee. John Shell and lvife 

are both dead and Minnie is their only child. 

Four children have been born to Rev. Mr. Mathias 

and wife, as follows: Hermann, born September I 2, 

1899 ; Mabel, born May IO, 1901 ; Margaret, who died in 

infancy; Julian Voigt, born March 3, 1907. 

The subject is a member of the Chicago Synod of 

the Evangelical Lutheran church. In connection with 

his charge at Newberry he preaches at a church near 

Monroe City, in Knox county, Indiana. He built up the 

charge at that place until a new church n-as recentl! 

erected. The subject is an earnest n-orker and leaves 

nothing undone to better the condition of the people 

among whom he is laboring. He is an apt scholar, and 

he received the senioi’ medal at the Newberry College in 

South Carolina ancl second honors there. 

- 

ALEXAXDER J. BAYS. 

Alexander J. Bays was born October 25, .rS3S, in 

Center township. He had no opportunity to attencl 

school, remaining at home until he was sixteen. He 

worked for various persons until his first marriage in 

186~ to Lucy Ann Talbot, of Ohio, who is now deceased. 

They had three children-Katie. Fidelia and Robert. 

He married Levina Bland, of Highland township, a few 

years later, and they had six children, as follows : Har- 

leq-! Minnie, Maggie, Orrie, Stella and Ernest. He had 

five children by his third wife, Annie Bingham. name!!- : 

Roscoe, Oscar, Otto, Bert and Don. 
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&Ir. Bays enlisted Austst 22, 1862, in Company C, 

sinety-seventh Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry. 

After drilling at Indianapolis and Terre Haute the regi- 

ment was sent into Kentucky, Tennessee, >Iississippi and 

Georgia, taking part in many battles, including Vicks- 

burg, illissionary Ridge and Kenesaw Xlountain. He 

was seriously wounded by a shell on June 27, ~863~ and 

was sent to a hospital at Rome, Georgia, but rejoined his 

regiment m three months and was with Sherman on his 

march to the sea. He was in the grand parade in 11’ash- 

ington at the close of the war and was discharged June 

26, 186;. 

After the xar he lived in Highland township, Greene 

county, Indiana, until 1873, when he moved to Pleasant 

Ridge, Richlancl township, where he has since resided. 

IIe has conducted a store since IS~I, at the same time be- 

ing engaged in the poultry and farming business? his 

farm consisting of one hundred and four acres. He is a 

member of the Grand Army of the Republic Post at 

Bloomfield, Indiana, a member of the Xethoclist church, 

and votes the Republican ticket. 

Alexander J. Bays is the son of Hubbard Bays, a na- 

tive of North Carolina. He married >Iartha Bland. Thep 

came to Greene county, Indiana. with their parents in an 

early day, being first settlers in Center township. -\\-llere 

he entered eighty acres of land. on which he and his \\-ife 

remained until their death. They had seven chi!clren, 

namely : Lorenzo, Mordica, Hubbard, Jackson, Eveline, 

Nellie and Jane. Hubbarcl Bays lived at home until his 

marriage, when he moved to Beech Creek to\\-nship, 

Greene county, n-here they lived for many y-ears. They 
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‘moved to Marshall, Illinois, where both he and his wife 

lived until their death, raising four children, namely : Al- 

exander J., the subject of this sketch; Sallie, who mar- 

ried Jesse Bland, of Richland township, Greene county; 

James, who is a farmer in Beech Creek township, Greene 

county; Martha, who married Chris Bland, of Terre 

Haute. 

. COL. ELIJAH H. C. C4VINS. 

Few states have been as greatly honored in the char- 

acter and career of their public men as Indiana. In every 

county are to be found individuals born to leadership in 

the various vocations and professions, men who dominate 

because of natural intelligence, superior enclo\vment and 

the force of character that overcomes opposition to suc- 

cess in every laudable sphere of endeavor. It is always 

profitable to study suc11 lives, to xeigh their motives and 

ilold up their achievements as incentives to greater activ- 

ity and higher excellence on the part of those whose 

careers are yet in the future. These reflections are sug- 

gested by the career of one of Indiana’s distinguished 

sons who has forged his way to the front ranks of the 

favorecl few, and who, by strong inherent force and su- 

perior professional ability, directed by well-balanced judg- 

ment and intelligence of a high order, stands today among 

the representative men of his county and state. It is 

doubtful if any citizen of southern Indiana has achieved 

more honorable distinction or occupied a more conspicu- 

ous place in the profession which he represents than Col. 
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. H. C. Cavins, the prominent lawyer, gallant soldier 

and public-spirited man of affairs, to an epitome of whose 

life the reader’s attention is herewith respectfuly invited. 

to IC:LI-U that at one time both had servecl in the same com- 

tlulrtl in the latter lGtlm, and nere near each other in a 

tlllnltx!l of ctlgapllents, notable among which was the 

i,;\t~lc of tlx River Raisin, and the battle of Fallen Tim- 

I)crs tmtlcr “Slati” Anthony IVayne. 

IS is one of Greene CDLII native ElijaIl I I. C. Cavil q’s 
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-. Colonel Cavins is descended from good old colonial 

stock, and points with pardonable pride to the fact that 

both branches’ of his family lvere represented in the 

and later his grandfather struggle for independence, 

sewed iu the Inclian war under General IVayne, and his 

father in the TVar of 1812. In this connection the fol- 

lolying iticicleilt is worthy of note. ‘Some years ago, in 

Bloomtield, his grandfather met the grandfather of Mrs. 

CavilIs, who had also been a Revolutionary soldier as wel! 

as a IWO in the last struggle with Great Britain. In the 

c~)ursc of tllcir- conversation these old soldiers were pleased 

NMW rwtl clntcs his birth from April 16th, of the year 

cc-,. -: -__*_._. --z f__- -.trj squire t[lc yigor of bodily po\vei-s, clearness .of mincl 

nntl firmticss of character, which contributed in so large 
:..‘* “ii.., <_ 

-. &gree to his subsequent success, and in the public scl~ools 
2: .- 
“--+k 3 of Bloomfield was laid the foundation of a mental train- 

$1. ti _ . ing which. supplemented by the higher courses of study 
7 .. 
* *. $7. it’ in Asbury University, made him, in due time, a well eclu- 

E., E-:?A.. cated and broadly cultured man. Early deciding to make 
7 

the legal profession his life work, young Cavins employed 

his leisure hours to a preliminary study of the same, and 

29 
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later entered the law department of the State Uni\-ersity, 

from which he was graduated in 1853, before attaining 

his majority, being one of the youngest men to finish his 

course in that institution. With thorough me&al clis- 

ciplitie and a critical professional training, Mr. Cal-ins 

at once engaged in the practice of law at Bloomfield, and, 

in due time, won recognition as a capable, painstaking at- 

torney, who made every other interest subordinate to his 

calling and spared ko efforts in looking after the interests 

lof his clients. From the beginning his rise in the profes- 

sion and success in securing a representative clientele was 

pronounced and certain, his thorough knowledge of law, 

with the ability to apply it in the practice causing his serv- 

ices to be in great demand, so much so, indeed, that for 

many years his name was connected with the majority of 

important cases tried in the Greene county court, in ad- 

dition to which he frequently appeared as counsel in cases 

of more than ordinary import in other parts of the state. 

IVith the exception of three years in the aixlyl Colonel 

Cavins practiced his profession with success and financial 

profit until retiring from active life in 1906, rising in the 

meantime to high standing among the leacling lawyers of 

the state and acquiring a fame which easily placed him 

at the head of the bar, where his greatest success has 

been achieved. Since the above year he has been lix-ing 

in honorable retirement at’ his beautiful ‘home in Bloom- 

field, though still keepin, m in touch with court and other 

legal business, and continui!lg, as heretofore, to exercise 

his influence as a leader in public matters, and in no small 

degree as a moulder of opinion among his fellow men. 

Colonel Cavins was one of the first of Greene com- 
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y’s loyal sons to respond to the call of duty when the 

national sky became darkened by the ominous cloucl of 

rebellion, On the first call for volunteers iri April, 1861, 

he raised a company and was elected captain. By reason 

of the cluoto being filled, llowever, the governor did not 

accept the company until h4ay following, u-hen it be- 

came Company D. Fourteenth Regiment, Indiana Volun- 

teer Infantry, the first regiment mustered into the three 

years’ service in the state. The regiment was ordered to 

IVest Virginia in July, 1861, just before the battle at Rich 

>Iountain. After that engagement the regiment followed 

the enemy toward Staunton, to the summit of Cheat 

$~oulltain, where it remained during the SUmmer and fall, 

it l)eing the estreme OutpOSt 011 that line. He \vas en- 

gq,-cd Ivith the regiment in numerous skirmishes and 

lvll;lt was then called battles, the principal engagements 

ill that locality being known in history as Cheat Moun- 

tain and Greenbrier. In the winter of 1S61-62 the regi- 

lllcnt \I-as successively under, Generals Kelly, Lander and 

Shield<, ancl formed a part of I<imball’s brigacle, and 

a fter\varcl the brigade of General Carrbll. The winter 

campaign was alon, m the line of the Ealtimore & Ohio 

Railroad, from Grafton to Martinsburg, and embraced 

marches and skirmishes in midwinter. In Xarch, 1862. 

the campaign extended up the Shenandoah Valley, the 

principal engagement bein, 0- near Winchester, on March 

‘3, 1862. After numerous marches and countermarches 

up and down the valley, and to and from Fredericksburg, 

attended with many skirmishes, the brigade in June, 1,362, 

was ordered to the Army of the Potomac and arrived 

there July 3cl of that year: and was assigned to the Set- 
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ond Corps. From that time the Fourteenth took part in 

all the campaigns and battles in which the corps a-as 

engaged, including the battles of \1’inchester, Xntietam, 

Fredericksburg; Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, \\‘ilderness, 

Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor and sisty-sis other engage- 

ments, sustaining the remarkable loss of five hundred and 

ninety-two killed and wounded, there being more than 

tu.ice as many killed in battle as died of disease. Captain 

Cavins was promotecl to major August I I, 1S62 ; lieuten- 

ant cDlone1, January 32, IS63, and commissioned colonel, 

May 13, xS64. He took part in all the campaigns in 

which his regiment was engaged until the battle of the 

\1’ilclerness. At Antietam he had commancl of the regi- 

ment before the battle closed and was \vouncled in the 

11and. At Fredericksburg he had command of his regi- 

ment during- the .entire engagement and \vas slightly 

wounded alid had ten holes shot in his clothing. At Chan- 

cellorsville and Gettysburg. he also commanded his regi- 

ment, during the latter part of the engagements. At 

Morton’s Ford he had command of his regiment. 

with a leave of absence in his pocket, received the 

clay before, and during the engagement. after Colonel 

Lockwood u-as wounded, took command of the Four- 

teenth Indiana and Seventh IVest Virginia regiments, 

having had his horse shot from under him in the engage- 

ment. =i short time before the battle of the 1Vilclerness 

General Hancock detailed Colonel Cavins to confer with 

Governoi- Morton in regard to filling LIP the regiments it 

being greatly reduced in numbers. He failed in his en- 

terprise, however, and on returning to 11’ashington City 

the authorities refused to allow him to join his regiment, 

.=- _ --;;_ __ -= -. _~--_~ 
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assigllillg him instead to the command of a provisional 

battalion, and soon after he was given the conmancl of 

a provisional bri, made, to guard the shipping on the Poto- 

171ac and alon g the line, of supplies for the Army of the 

Potomac. The last battle in \vhich he u-as engaged was 

Cold Harbx, n-here he had c’ommancl of a provisional 

l)rigade under General Burnside. His term of service 

espiretl on June 6, 1864, and on the following day he 

alld his regiment retired from the advance line and re- 

tr,l-lled to Indianapolis to be mustered out of service. 

X few weeks after he xas conlmissionecl adjutant 

(,-eneral and inspector general on the staff of Major Gen- h 
cl-al I-Iughes, for the Southern Division, of the State of 

.l,l(liatla, iii which position he served until the close of the 

I\‘;1 I-. His dut)- as adjutant general did not take him out 

of 111~ state, except on one occasion, n-hen a part of the 

[ll(li;\lla Legion volunteered to go over into Kentucky, 

llc;lr Henderson, to break up some rebel recruiting- camps 

;,l~(l lmncls of raiders operating- in that vicinit;-. 

\\‘ith a record replete with duty ably an,cl faithfully 

l~c~i0rtnec1, and with a name high in the roster of Indi- 

;LII;~‘s brave and lionoral~le sons, Colonel Cavins retired 

from the army, and, resuming his professional labors. 

s0o11 achieved as distinctive prestige in civil affairs as he 

lla(I attained in military life. A pronounced Republican 

in politics and an influential leader of his party in Greene 

county, he was elected in IS;8 to the lower house of the 

general assembly and took a pi-ominent part in the de- 

lilm-ations of the same, introducing a number of import- 

ant bills, which. becoming laws, have had a marked iu- 

Anence on the subsequent history of the state. He -is 

. 
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still deeply interested in political affairs, contributes much 

to the success of his party by juclicious advice in its cottn- 

sels, and for over a half century his influence ancl stancl- 

ing have not been called in question. 

Colonel Cavins has been a member of tlte Masonic 

fraternity since 1854, and is an active worker in the 

Grand -1t-q- of the Republic Post at Bloomfield. For 

fift!--five years he has been identified n-it11 the Cumbet-land 

Presbyterian ‘chut-cl,? during which time his daily life has 

harmonized n-it!? his religious profession, and since ISi4 

he has held the office of ruling elder it7 the Bloomfieltl con- 

gregation to which he belong-s. 

Calotiel Cavins was married September 23, 1555. to . 

_-1nn 11. Downing, daughter of Alesander and Lycenia 

( A%~dersot~) Don-ning. the union terminating March T,, 

1907, after a mutually happy I\-eclded experience of fifty- 

three years’ duration., Colonel and Mrs. Cavins had four 

children, the oldest of ~~hom, Samuel R.. born in 1856, 

recei\-ed a finished literary eclucati,on in Hanover College, 

\vas trained professionally in the city of Philadelphia, 

u-here he graduated I\-it11 the degree of Doctor of Xedi- 

tine and practiced medicine successfully until his untimely 

death in 1887. Xrs. Carrie B. Schell, the second of the 

family, is the xife of Dr. Schell, of Terre Haute; Nrs. 

Ida C. Slarshall, the second daughter, lives at Franklin? 

Indiana, u-here her husband is pastor of the Presbyterian 

church : Susie C., the youngest of the number, formerly 

the v-ife of Charles Drybread, of Franklin, is deceased. 

In addition to his children, who do all within their po\\-et- 

to minister to his comforf in the evening of his long and 

useful liie. Colonel Cavins has nine graticlcl~ilclt-en, who 
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. . 
are also Interested m 111s welfare and delight to do him 

honor. 

ALVA REED‘ THOMAS. 

The gentleman whose career we now take pleasure 

in presenting to the readers of this work is to a con- 

siderable extent a representative of that class of citizens 

lvho win success in life because they deserve to. SUCh 

nqtyl are not modern D,on Quixotes, the story-book char- 

acter who was always waiting fqr something to come his 

\vay without effort on his part, but such a worthy type 

as ~{t-. Thomas believes in going out after the things 

th;lt are worth while, rather than wasting time in fruit- 

less waiting, and this principle having been instilled in 

llil~~ clrly in life has had a tendency to moult his subse- 

cluent career, which has been not only one of success, but 

also of honor, as we shall see by stuclyin$ the brief re- 

yic\v that f0llOWS : 

Alva R. Thomas was born in Cass to\\-nship. Greene 

county, Indiana, July 2S, 1870. His parents, 1\‘illiam 

T;. and Nancy (Lester) Thomas, representatives of the 

state’s best citizens, are also natives of the Hoosier state, 

the former havin g been born in Daviess count\-. May 3, 

rS40, and the latter in Cass township, Greene county. 

The father came to Greene county when a boy and set- 

tled in Cass township, \?rhere he received x-hat education 

hc could in the common schools of those days. -After the 

marriage of the subject’s parents, August 29, I&$~ they 

began their happy career near Newberry. Indiana, and ’ 
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in 1851 moved to the farm where they now live, having 

made agriculture a pleasant as well as profitable pursuit. 

They are both members of the Methodist church and ac- 

tive workers in the same. The father is a Democrat, but 

takes no active part in politics. Their home was blessed 

with the following children : Alva R., our subject; Laura 

E., wife of Joseph B. Hassler, who lives in Cass town- 

ship, Greene county, Indiana; Oliver I?., a farmer, also 

. living in that locality. 

Alva R. Thomas spent his early life on his father’s 

farm and was favored with such educational aclxrantages 

as could be secured, and he proved to be an earnest 

searcher for knowledge, so that upon maintaining- his 

maturity he was well qualified to discharge life’s duties 

and also able to impart this learning to the coming gen- 

eration, for he at once took to the profession of teaching. 

It was in the spring of 1589 that he graduated from the 

common schools and began teaching in the following fall, 

having been identified with the country schools in his na- 

tive vicinity ever since. His teaching has been so suc- 

cessful that he has been able tie purchase a neat little 

farm of twenty acres, upon which stand clean, cozy build- 

ings. Although he has been in constant demand to fill 

positions as teacher, being especially well known as an 

able instructor in arithmetic, history and geography, he 

has found time to improve his farm, making it highl? 

productive. His studiousness is shown by the splendid 

record he has made of ninety per cent. each year in his 

examinations. 

Mr. Thomas has been fortunate in his selection of a 

life partner, havin, m been married to Eliza E. Strausser, 
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May II, 1898. She was born, reared and attended school 

in Center township, Greene county, Indiana, the date of 

her birth bein g December 23, 1867. She graduated from 

the common schools and is, like her husband, above the 

average in scholarship. 1Vhen tu-elve years old she 

moved with her parents, who were pioneers of Greene 

coLtnty, to Washington township. 

Two children, Florieni: and Goldiene, twins, were 

born to Mr. and Mrs. Thomas on hIarch 16, Igoo. Both 

lje and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal 

church at Newberry and active Sunday school workers. 

h,‘[t-. Thomas has served as superintendent of the Sunday 

school and is now a steward in the churcl~. He is a mem- 

ljcl- of the Modern Woodmen at Newberry. His wife is 

;t member of the Royal Neighbors. The subject is a Dem- 

ocrat in his political belief, but he takes no active part 

in politics. He was at one time elected constable. He 

is.consiclerecl by all who know him to be thoroughly hon- 

cst and upright in all his dealings, as well as a most 

cncrgetic citizen. 

JOHN HAMILTOX. 

John Hamilton, who was born in Guernsey county, 

Ohio, February I+ 183~~ went to school only three 

months but has, in various ways, gathered a fund of gen- 

crnl information. He lived at home until he was nineteen 

years old and remained in Ohio until ISg.7, when he came 

to Greene county, Indiana. after living in Beech Creek 
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township for two years. Then moved to Center township 

where he live?1 for seven years . After living two years iii 

Highland township he moved back to Beech Creek town- 

ship, remaining there thirteen years. In October, IS&, 

he moved to Pleasant Ridge, Richland township, u-here 

he has since resided on a forty-one-acre farm, which he: 

has greatly improved. 

Johq Hamilton marriecl’Mary 1~1. Davis, \~ho lived 

in his native ‘d&munitp in Ohio, the daughter of Joseph 

and Elizabeth (Rose) Davis, natives of Pennsyl$ania. 

She diecl September 30, 1893, and Mr. Hamilton married 

Elizabeth AI. Heaton on October 16, rSg+ She was 

born in Richland township, Greene county, Indiana, the 

daughter of JT’illiam and Nancy (Stone) Heaton. the 
I- 

1’ 

] I/ 
(1 ,’ 

.ir, 

Carey Burcham and later Sarah TVatson. \\‘illiam Hea- 

ton, nho had no schooling. entered one hundred and 

forty acres of wild land in Richland township. Greene 

county, Indiana. He was a Republican. and both he and 

his wife were members of the Baptist cl~urcl~. He died 

February 5, 1863. Mrs. Heaton died February 12, 190,;. 

11’illiam and Xancy Heaton had the follo\ving chil- 

dren : James \I’., n-ho married Carey Burcham, living 

former a native of Kentucky, the latter a native of Incli- 

ana. Her paternal grandparents, Kelly and Elizabeth 

Heaton, came to Center to’wnship, Greene county) Indi- 

ana, 1vhere they spent their lives, raising seven children, 

namely : Xancy, who married \\‘illiam Burns ; Katie, 

who married TVilliam Kennedy; Mahala, who married 

James Stone ; Mary, who married John Stone ; I\lalindn, 

u-ho married Henry Williams ; 11’illiam~ fat!ler of the 

subject. who married Nancy Stone; David, JY~KI married 
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ill Eloomfield, Indiana ; Sarah, who married Adam 

Harden, living in Richland township, Gree& county ; ‘. 

David J., who married Elizabeth Anderson, living in 

l<ansas; Solomon, who married Lydia Uland? living in 

Greene coLnltJ’ ; Elizabeth, wife of the subject of this 

sketch ; John, who married Mary Bullock, living near 

St. Louis, 1Iissouri ; William, n-ho lives on the home 

place, married Mattie Fips.. 

John Hamilton had eleven children by his first wife, 

namel~~ ; Joseph, 1 king in Highland township, Greene 

county, I\-ho married Mwtha Terrill ; Hans. deceased, 

,vllo married Nancy Anderson, now living in Bloomfield, 

Tll(lialla ; Mary, who first married Edu-arc1 JT’alker, , then . 

I\T(,llroe Masterson, living iii A;iclcron, Iowa; Alvina, who 

I,lnrried Isaac Hunter, of 1Vashington township, Greene 

cl ,rlllty ; John, deceased ; George, living in Cumberland 

c0Lltlty, Illinois. n-110 first married Rosie King, then a 

;\[iss S’aw : James, deceased; Lycle, wife of Georg-e Se- 

cl*ist. living in ~1’orthington, Indiana; Caleb, of Calberts- 

\*illc, Tncliana ; Rosie. deceased, who married George 

Sllicltls, living in Richland township, Greene county; 

.I ICII t’y, a carpenter, living at 1T70rthington, Indiana. who 

mnrrietl Jennie Daily. The subject had no children by 

lji.5 scconcl wife. 

Hans Hamilton n-as the father of the subject. He 

was~a native of 1T’estmoreland county, Pennsylvania. He 

married Sarah Ratliti, of TVestmoreland count!-. Pennsyl- 
I 

vniiin. His wife died there and he went to Guernsey 

county, Ohio, in 18~~. He was the only child. His par- 

ents were natives of Ireland. His second marriage was 

with Elizabeth Fogle, of German ancestry, who was born 

it1 Fayette county, Pennsylvania. 
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On August 20, 1S62, our subject enlisted for service 

in the Civil war and was mustered in at Camp Thompson 

September 2x1, as private in Company H, Ninety-seventh 

Indiana Volunteer Infantry. The regiment was in camp 

at Indianapolis one month, then weilt to Louisville, Ken- 

tucky, thence to Beardstown and on to Memphis, Ten- 

nessee. The regiment next went to College Hill ancl 

then into Mississippi with General Grant; then to Koll~ 

Springs and Fort Grissem, where they guarded supplies ; 

next to Mosco, Grand Junction and Lagrange, lvhere, on 

Ma,- 22, 1S63, the subject was taken sick and remained 

in a hospital fourteen days, and later was in a hospital 

at Fort Pickering thirty clays, when he was transferred 

to a veteran reserve corps, sent to St. Louis, and one 

month later was pronounced physically disabled for field 

service and so was on guard duty. He was sent to Camp 

Chase, Ohio, then to Chicago, Illinois; was a prison guard 

two months, when he became colxpany cdok, and after 

the surrender of General Lee was sent to Cair#o, Illinois, 

where he was mustered out July 14, 1S6;. 

A-i Fields, a farmer near Bloomfield, Indiana, is 

descended from Kentucky ancestors, who came to South- 

ern Indiana in the early part of the last century, later to 

Greene county. The subject of this sketch is the son of 

Isaiah Fields, who was born in 1805 in Pulaski county, 

Ken tucky. Leaving his native sta te, he came to Law- 

AR1 FIELDS. 
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rence county, lncllana, in 1845, later movmg to blartln 

county, where he lived for four years, then came to 

Greene county, where he preached in the Christian church, 

also worked a sixty-acre farm in Taylor township. He 

was a Republican and became well known in several coun- 

ties. Both he and his wife died in Center township after 

raising the following children : Wesley, living on a farm 

in Martin county, Indiana; Elizabeth, who married J. 

\\‘agoner, living in Dresden, Indiana; John I<., a farmer 

in Dresden ; Sally, ~-ho married Lewis Hays, both deceas- 

ccl; David died during the war near Kenesaw Mountain, 

Georgia, while a member of the Ninety-seventh Regiment, 

Indiana ?oIunteer Infantry ; Ezekiel, a farmer, living 

near Switz City, Indiana; Nicey Jane married John Tay- 

lor, both deceased; Ari, the subject of this &etch; Mary 

L\nn, who married Henry Quinby, both cleceased. 

Al-i Fields was born in Lawrence county, Indiana, 

Sovember 18, 1847. He attended school in an old log 

school house, living at home until his parents died. a He 

was married to Mrs. Minerva Clemens, January I I,, 1894, 

widow of Andrew Clemens and the daughter of M. C. 

Folk, of North Carolina, who came to Greene county, 

Indiana, shortly after his marriage and settled in Center 

township, where he died in 1902. His widow is still liv- 

ing at the old home there. Mr. and Mrs. Fields have 

one son, David TYesley. Mrs. Fields had eight child,ren 

by her first marriage. 

In 1902 Ari Fields came to Richland township and 

bought fourteen acres of landwhere he resides. He votes 

the Republican ticket and is a member of the Christian 

church. Mrs. Fields belongs to the Baptist church. 
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J1Then the Civil war was fully under way, and the 

integrity of the Union seemed in imminent peril, the call 

for volunteers was nowhere met with a heartier response 

than in Indiana. Among those who rallied to the call 

was the subject *of the present chronicle, Love11 R. Fer- 

guson, who was bolx in Jackson township, Greene county- 

Indiana, on January 24, 184.7. His father, James Fer- 

guson, was a native of Kentucky and his mother, Dru- 

cella (McGill) Ferguson, was born in Virginia. James’s 

parents were very early settlers in the state. They took 

up government lancl and finished their clays on the farm 

in Jackson t,ownship. 

James Ferguson was twice married, sis children 

having been bolx of the first union,, viz. : Thomas; 

Washington, deceased ; Martha, widow of Milford Da- 

vis, of Jackson township; Mary and Sophia, both de- 

ceased, and Nancy, whose home is now in Kansas. The 

children born of the sec’ond union are: William, who 

was a -soldier of the Eighteenth Indiana Volunteers, and 

died xhile in the service; Margaret and Tissia, both de- 

ceased. Our subject was the next in order of birth. Fol- 

lo\\-ing next was Ralph, also deceased. He was a mem- 

ber of the Eleventh Indiana Volunteers. Many died in 

infancy. 

: Lovell’s parents were industrious,, patriotic and pious 

people: being members of the Christian cl~urcl~. II%en 

LoTTell n-as seven years ‘of age his father died and the 

boy then made his home with his uncle, Ralston Fergu- 

son, of Lawence county, remaining there until he en- 

P. L 
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listed in the army. Upon returning from the service he 

engaged in farm labor, and on December 29, 1880, \lr\Tas 

united in marriage to Mrs. lMary A. Byers (nee Fitz- 

patrick), a native of Greene county. Her parents, Joseph 

and Sarah (Floyd) Fitzpatrick, were natives of Tennes- 

see, and came to Indiana in an early day, pel-forn~il~g 

tllzir part in buildin g up the new commonwealth. They 

\\*cre the parents of a noble family of eleven children, 

cnunleratecl here in the order of their birth : Henry and 

Dorcas, both deceased; Jane, of Jackson township; Kate, 

whose home is now in Indianapolis; Thomas, a farmer, 

no\\; in Illinois ; Gustav, deceasecl ; Fletcher, a miner in 

Sullivan county; Margaret, deceased; Mary A., the lvife 

OF our subject; John, whose home is at Lyons, and Alice, 

residing in Jackson township. 

Mary has been twice married, her first husband be- 

illg Joseph..B yen, by whom she had one son, John, ~\:I10 

married Florence Westmoreland, and is now living at 

Nclvberry, Indiana, having a family of three children- 

Groclene, Jenny and Aldo. 

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Fer- 

g~lso11? consisting of Margaret, Quincy and Oscar. AJar- 

gnret married Oscar Peterson, and is the mother of t\lTo 

children, Love11 M. and. Mary Olive. 

On February 6, 1863, Mr. Ferguson enlisted in 

Company G, One Hundred and Forty-fifth Indiana Vol- 

unteer Infantry, remaining in the service about four 

yxll-s, being discharged January 21, 1866, at llacon, 

Georgia. The greater part of his time was taken up 

with guard duty and on that account he was not permit- 
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would have liked. He has been a member of the Grand 

Army of the Republic, is a loyal Republican, and, with 

his wife, lends substantial support to the Christian church. 

Thus he is rounding out his days as a patriot, citi- 

zen and parent, contributin g in an unassuming way to 

the welfare of the community and the state. . 

The true spirit of enterprise and progress has been 

strikingly exemplified in the career of 1~1’illiam B. Mad- 

dock, a journalist of much more than local repute, whose 

energetic nature and laudable ambition have enabled him 

to overcome many adverse circumstances and advance 

steaclil!. to a prominent and influential position in the pub- 

lic life of his county and state. As edit,or and proprietor 

of one of the leading papers of Indiana he has had IIILIC~I 

to do in moulding sentiment and directing public thought, 

and through the medium of his paper his name has become 

n-idely known in political circles as a clear and incisive 

writer, a fearless champion of the principles of his party 

and a bold advocate of the right in public as well as pri- 

vate affairs, his influence in these and other respects gain- 

ing for him a conspicuous place among the representatives 

of his craft throughout the southern part of the Hoosier 

state. 

Mr. Macldock is a native of Franklin county, Indiana, 

a son of JVilliain B. and Margaret A. Maddock, the fa- 

ther of English birth, the mother born near Mt. Cannel, In- 

diana. 
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diana. As \Villiam B. Madclock, Sr., was long a man of 

prominence in this state, filling worthily a number of im- 

portant public positions, it is fitting in this connection that 

something more than incidental reference be accorded 

him in this review.. The following outline, abridged from 

an estended obituary notice which appeared in The La- 

fayctte Uorning Journal, sets before the reader the leacl- 

ing facts and characteristics of this most excellent and 

high-minded gentleman : 

“William B. Macldock was born J”ly I, 1832, in 

Staffordshire, England, a son of Robert Maddock. He . 
attended school there until fourteen years old, and then 

c;lmc to America with his parents, who located at Mt. 

C;llnlel. He continued his studies at Mt. Cannel for 

f()lir years, and in 1S63 began to teach at Brookvillej be- 

cCjining principal of the school. In 1864 he was appointed 

c()iiuty school examiner of Franklin county and served 

ill tlj:tt capacity until ISj2. During the period betjveen 

,864 ant1 rS66 he also served as deputy auditor and treas- 

\[j’c:l- of that c0u11ty. He was editor and proprietor of 

‘1‘11~ I~ranklin Democrat from 1S68 to 18p, and estab-’ 

lit;llctl a reputation as a versatile, forcible and fearless 

lvritcr. He lvas a clerk in one branch of the Indiana leg- 

is[;lttlrc in the seventies. In religious views he \vas a 

“In rS72 he left Franklin county and became a citi- 

ZCII of Eetiton county, locating first at Raub, and later 

took up school teaching at Fowler. There, in 1875, he 

founded The Benton Review and edited the paper success- 

fully for several years. In 1S78 he was appointed county 

supcritrtendent for a term of two years. He Ivent to La- 
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fayette several wears later, where he acted as a real estate 

agent at different times. 

“He was married October 14, 1858, to Margaret A. 

Portteus, of Franklin county, who suivives. Four chil- 

dren also survive; namely : Mrs. R. A. Howell (now 

deceased), and Lewis E. Maclclock, of Lafayette; \I’. B. 

Maclclcck, editor of The Bloomfield Kews, and D. S. Mad- 

clock, of Indianapolis, all the boys being printers. 

“Mr. Madclock was a stanch Democrat and I\-zs ag- 

gressilre in politics. He was a man of more than orcli- 

nary intelligence and was well read. He was genial as a 

companion and was a loyal and patriotic citizen. His 

home life was contented and it was there lie displayed 

the best qualities of heart and mincl.” 

7Villiam B. Maddock, the immediate subject of this 

sketch, was born at Brookville, in the county of Franklin, .- 
on the 19th clay of March, 1869. His .early clays I\-ere 

’ passed very much like those of the majority of lads 

reared in the country towns, and when old enough he en- 

tered the public schools, receiving his education princi- 

pally in Fowler, the county seat of Benton county, n-here 

he prosecuted his studies until his seventeenth year. In 

the meantime he acquired a practical knowledge of the 

printer’s trade .by working in his father’s office, and on 

leaving school at the age indicated he accepted a position 

in the office of The Benton Review at Fowler. In Sep- 

_ tember, 1886, he accepted a position with The Bloomfield 

Democrat, and after one year with that paper Mr. Mad- 

clock went to Rushville, where he spent a similar period 

in the office of The Rushville Republican,, theh returned 

to the same paper in. Fowler on which he had formerly 

r 
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bee11 employed, but after a few months’gave up his job 

anti returned to Bloomfield, and early in 1890 accepted a 

position wiiith The Lafayette Journal, remaining lvitl-1 that 

paper until November of that year, when Mr. Madclock 

again came to Bhmfield and, forming a partnership wit11 

J~II~ I’. Lamb, purclmxl The Bloomfield S’ews, the leacl- 

illg r\epubIican paper of Greene county, at that time poor- 

]), ec.luippetl in the matter of plant,’ machinery and other 

nl~plinnces, all of which were in a dilapidated condition, 

tllc result of this indifference to the mechanical depart- 

lllcflt being a constant falling off in pxtroaage. Immedi- 

;,lcly aftct- taking possession the new management thol-- 

c,l~gl~i~* refitted the off& and equipped it jvith the latest 

;lntl most tll0l~O~lgldy approved mechanical appliances, 

s;l):“-illg no expense in the purchase of machinery ant1 type 

II(,I- l):liIls in making the plant first-class in every particu- 

/;\I. ;illtl ;t fit place fl-0111 which t0 issue a paper in l<eeping 

i,.il II tile cleniancls of the times. The enterprise \lvas Ilot 
. - 

1, )jjg- in taluiig on new liie, ancl with the first number u~l- 

~IvI- tl~c new regime the paper showed marked im~~ro\re- 

IIICII~, not only in the mechanic-al makeup, but in the abil- 

ity tlisplnyed in the editorial colun~ns, to say liotlling of 

tl~c mpitl growth in p;iblic favor as a party ol-gaj~ and 

clwn family new5paper, through the nieclium of n*l~i& all 

il~tcrcsting nem. IIOtll foreign and CloIilestic, \vas giyen 

puldicitj-. Messrs. 1\Iaclclock and Lamb co~ncluctecl the 

p:~pu jointly until 1897, when the former purcliase~J tile 

Iattcr’s interest ancl became sole proprietor. He llas l-e- 

maitictl at the head of the concern from that time t,o the 

pITScIlt. during n-liicli period the paper lias steatlily gro\vn 

in wtronage and influence, being, as already illdicated, 
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the officia .l organ of the Republican party in Greene county 

and recognized as one of the best local papers in the state, 

in many respects comparing favorably with the more pre- 

tentious nxtro~politan sheets. Mr. Maddock has added 
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greatly to the value of the plant by supplying many use- 

ful -improvements, and in point of equipment the ofice is 

second to no other in the state, outside the larger cities. 

Sufficient has been said to indicate Mr. Ma&lock’s 

reputation as a newspaper man and editor. JVhile fear- 
_ 

‘T.’ / ! less in the stipport of Republican principles and no mean 

antagonist in discussing the questions and issues of the 
/ . clay, his career has ever been characterized by the profes- 

sional courtesy which marks the high-minded gentleman 

I\-ho takes broad and liberal views of men and affairs and 
, who never lowers the moral tone of his paper by permit- 

ting an~diing undignified or degrading to appear in its col- 

LIIIIIIS. He aims to have it vibrate with the public pulse and 

that it has realized the high expectations of the proprietor 

and its many friends is proven by the constantly increasing 

, subscription list and the growth of its liberal advertising 

patronag-e. In addition to publishing his paper Mr. Macl- 

clock has the contract for furnishing the county offices 

I\-ith all necessary supplies, and also does quite an csten- 

sive business in general job printing, for all lines of which 

work his ofice is well aclaptecl. 

Aside from his interest in public and political mat- 

ters Mr. Madclock has ever been alive to every enterprise 

and movement calculated to advance the material interest 

of his city and county, and is first and foremost in all laud- 

able endeavors for the educational and moral- welfare of 

his fellow men. He possesses a strong mentality, an in- 
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villcible courage and a most determined itidividuality, 

l\,llicll qualities combine to make him in no small degree 

a leader of men, a champion for the rights of the people 

slll,ul([ they ever require defense at his hands. His per- 

sc>t~al standin g is second to none of his ContenipOl-aries, 

l,is fl-iellcIs are nun~erous and loyal and his popularity is 

as lyi(le as the estent aof his acquaintance. 

31r. Xaddock lvas married December 30, ISgo, to , 

~,,~-;1 ;I. Lamb, of BlooMield, daughter of John T. Lamb, 

1li.i; f,)~-met- business associate and one of the best k~lo\\rl~ 

111~~1 c)+’ Greene county (see sketch of John T. Lamb), tile 

tlll;c,~~ lying blessed with one child, a son bp the name of 

/‘;,111 T,nmb, ~~1~0 first saw the light of day 011 &April 9, 

I Xl), ;tntl 1~110 is now pm-suing his studies in the city high 

r ,,(.I], )C )I. 1 II-. and Mrs. Macldocl~ are esteemed membfys 

,,i 111~ (Ilristim churcll, the former holding the ofice of 

tl~~l,~lrc iti tile Cloomfield congregation. I 

!. .\[I-. Alatldxk has served as journal clerk in the lower 
i.-~.- 

$ 
],,,II~;c of tile general assembly cluriiig the sessions of 1897 

;~II(I I ~99, in addition to which he has been called to other 

1~0,~;ilioi~s c:f trust fldOnl time to time, though Ilever an 

c,/lirc scclx~- or aspirant for public honors. He promoted, 

‘. (wg;ltliz!etl a11tl assisted Ernest H. Dugger and Jollas E. 

~l~~~litt~ in building the present electric lighting system, 

. which Ius grown into the Home Light and IVater Corn-- 

pall!', nnc of I?loonifield’s most worthy enterprises. His 

litlancinl success has been commensurate \vith the ju@-- 

mrnt nntl energy displayed in all his undertakil~gs. olvll- 

irlg at the preseilt time valuable business and residence 

p~p~rty in Bloomfield, besides interests in mi~li~lg and 

Inntit~facturing enterprises. Fratelxally he is a thirty- 
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second degree Mason, belonging to the Blue Lodge and 

Chapter at Bloomfield, the Consistory and Mm-at Temple 

of the Mystic .Shrine in the city of Indianapolis. He is 

also identified with several other secret and benevolent 

organizations, including the Knights. of Pj+hias and 1\Iod- 

ern \1’oodmen. and during the past fifteen Jvears has been 

a member of the Republican Editorial Association of In- 

diana. a lx~ly in which he al\\-ays takes an active iliterest 

and I\-ields a strong influence, and is at present the treas- 

urer of that association. 

--~~- 

FREDERICK HASSLER. 

Frederick Hassler, a retired farmer living in New- 
.“T--- berry, Indiana? is a native of Switzerland. having be& 

bo,rn in Canton Berne in June, 1835. He was t;e son 

of Peter and Elizabeth (Colp) Hassler, both natives of 

Switzerland, who came with other relatives to America 
I about 1815 and settled at Scotland, Greene county, Ii;- 

diana, where they bought a farm and spent the remainder 

of their lives, making farming a success in every particu- 

lar. They were members qf the Lutheran church and 

the parents of seven children, namely: Elizabeth, de- 

ceased ; Peter, wlio is living in Bloomfield, Indiana; 

Christ, deceased; John, living in Scotland, Greene coun- 

ty ; Frederick, the subject of this sketch J Marg-aret, de- 

ceased ; Jasper, deceased. :: 
Frederick Hassler was about twenty years old when 

1. 
he came with his parents to Greene county, having re- / 
ceived a common German education in Switzerland. 

After he came to this country he worked with his father 

fr 
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on the farm, later hiring out as a farm hancl near Nelv 

Albany, Indiana. He saved what money he coulcl and 

bought land together with his other three brothers near 

Scotland, Indiana. He moved on the land and it was 

soon transformed into a good farm, upon which he lived 

until 1895, \yhen he sold out and gave a large part of 

his land to his children. However, he still owns a large 

farm. He has been very successful as a farmer and trader 

and at one time owned over eight hundred acres of land, 

all of which was considered good. He is now iiving in 

xelvberry, wheTe he moved in 1895. 

hlr. Hassler \vas married in December, ISj3. to 

Earbara Porter, who was born in Stark county, Ohio, in 

hS,Jj. She died May 16, 1902, at the age of sixty-seven 

yc;trs. She was a member of the Methodist cl1urc11 for 

l1 number of years. 

The subject and wife had the following children :. 

hrar)- Jane, n-ho died in IS54: Margaret, \vho lives in 

I:loomfield~ Indiana ; Anna ; Frederick ; Daniel, who 

li\rcs in Cass township,, Greene county; Prasola, deceased ; 

J~s~l)h ; Benjamin, living in Cass township, Greene‘coun- 

ty ; Christ also lives in that township on a farm : Aaron is 

tleccased ; David lives in Arizona. 

l’he subject is a member of ‘the Lu;heran cl~urcl~. , 

I-Tc ic, a Democrat. and a member of the Independent ._- .., 
- . 

Ortler of Odd lie11o\vs. He has been road supervisor. 

Mr. Hassler came to America a poor emigrant, but 

he and his family, by hard work, became large land own- 

crs in Greene county, Indiana, and are a highly respected 
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ALVA ELLIS HIND&IAN. 

Alva Ellis Hindman, the present postmaster at Nem- 

berry, Indiana, and one of the most popular men in that 

vicinity, is the son of William E. and Salvina (Calvin) 

Hindman, the former a native of Greene countyt Indi- 

ana, while his wife’s people are from Ohio, where she 

was born. The father of the subject was reared on a 

farm near Nzwberry and received an elementary educa- 

tion in the common schools of Greene county, Indiana, 

by attending the best the times then afforded, :vhich 

were very inferior to the present splendid system. 1J’h~ 

he grew to manhood he farmed and later entered the 

harness business in Newberry. Afterward he sold ,his 

stock of harness and went to farming, which he followed 

until his death in 1904. He was an elder in the Church 

of Christ and a devout Christian. Fraternally he I\-as a 

member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. in 

which, as well as in the church, he was an active member. 

The parents of the subject of this sketch had three 

children, two of whom are still living-Alva Ellis, the 

subject, and &It-s. Emma M. Crooke, who lives in Greene 

county, Indiana. 
, Alva Ellis’ Hindman, the subject, attended the com- 

mon schools in the winter and worked on the home place 

during the summer months until he reached manhood. 

He continued farming until he bought a livery business 

iu Newberry, Indiana, which he conducted for a number 

of years. He finally sold his livery stock and returned 

to farming, which he followed until he was appointed 

postmaster at Newberry in 1905, in which capacity he 

is now serving. 

Mr 
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Mr.’ Hindman was married November 30, 1892, to 

Iva Pebble, \vho is a native of Newberry, receiving there 

a common school education. They are the parents of five 

children, as follows : Glenn D., William R., Geneve, Leo 

L. and Marcella, all bright children and making excellent 

records in the Newberry schools in 190s. 

The subject and his wife are members of the Chris- 

tiall church. The former takes an active pnrt in Repub- 

licall politics, always standin, 0‘ for clean politics and jus- 

tice to every one. 

Mr. Hindman is a member of the Modern Wood- 

men of America, having sxved in nearly al1 the offices. 

He is also a member of the Oneida Tribe of Reu %len. 

No. 30;. 

The subject is an industrious man, of sterling worth, 

king regarded as upright in all his dealings by ever) 

olle, and is highly respected by all who know him, as is 

;Il~o his entire family. 

NATHANIEL EMERY. 

i Nathaniel Emery was born in Coshocton county, 

Ohio, April 2, 1831, the son of Ambrose and Mat-y (An- 

(lcrsnn) Etnery! natives of Pennsylvania and pioneer 

farmers of Coshoctbn county, who came to Greene coun- 

ty. Tndinna. in 1818. settling in Taylor township. The 

:$ subject of this sketch is the only one of twelve children 
&y 
iki:” _~ non living. His grandfather, Ambrose Emery, served 

?* in the Revolutionary war and his wife -distributed ra- 
k 
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tions to General 11’ashingt~on’s staff. The subject can 

trace his ancestors to the sixteenth century, and they 

have all been well known in their own localities. 

Nathaniel Emery had but a meager schooling, re- 

maining at home and taking care of his parents in their 

old age while his brothers were in the army. On their 

return he enlisted and served a year toward the close 

of the war. 

III A’ovember, 1855, he married Susan Mc\Vhirter, 

\\-I10 was born in Coshocton county, Ohio, the daughter 

of Robert and Elizabeth (Taylor) NcJ1’hirter, xho were 

natilyes of Pennsylvania, and the first settlers in Taylor 

tomxhip, Greene county, Indiana, living on a farm there, 

but both died in Jackson~township. The subject and wife 

had the following children : Jonas -4. was first a school 

teacher, later going to \1’est Point, where he studied mili- 

tary tactics and graduated at the age of eighteen years. 

He- joined the regular arm\- and traveled over the greater 

part of the world. He was first appointed second lieu- 

tenant, and is now a retired major general, !Javiiig cle- 

voted his entire life to the army. He is 110~ located in 

Virginia. He married Emma Gainey, of Bloomfi~ltl, Ill- 

tliana. They have the following children : Robert, nox 

a lieutenant in the regular army in Cuba; Jessie, living 

at home; Nathaniel, now attending Military College at 

Danville, Virginia. Mar:,, the second child of the sub- 

ject: died at the age of nineteen; Jesse is a train inspector 

at Parsons, Kansas, who married Julia O’Daniel; Charlie 

is a farmer, living in Greene countv and married Minnie < f 
Hardesty ; Harvey. a farmer in Taylor township, Greene 

cou11ty, married Eliza Benham; Lillie is the wife of 
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Charles Rayborn, of Bloomfield, Indiana; Mary and Rob- 

ert are both deceased. 

The subject, who is now retired, has lived in Tay- 

lor township, Greene county, since 1835. He is a firm 

Republican, and both he and his \vife are members of 

the Methodist church. 

Robert Douglas Callahan was born in Greenup 

COUllty, Kentuck!-. nlIarch 19: 1834, the son of Charles 

ant1 Kancy (Douglass) Callahan, both of the same county 

;i~ltl state. where the subject xas born. They were mar- 

ric(l and spent their lives in that county, where they both’ 

tlie(l. Charles Callahan was a farmer and teacher and 

\\‘;~s a justice sf the peace for many years, being well 

l<llo\\:n throughout his native county. He was a JVhig 

\\hen that part>- was in zsistence; later he became a Re- 

pLli)lican. He and his wife were members of the Rleth- 

o(list church. He died in 1573, his widow surviving him 
.” ;. until ISS;. Out of a family of sisteen children twelve 

rcacllcd maturity. The following were in the Civil war, 

illclu(ling the subject of this sketch : Clifton G., who 

I. li :,” tlictl at Cumberlancl Gap in 1852 ; Otho 14’. died at the 

;;-. 
saint place the same year; William, who became a lieu- 

v‘ r 
; 

tenant, died in Greenup county, Kentucky; ‘\Vesley, also 
56. F:! i living in Greenup county, Kentucky; Malvina dikd in 

i Lewis county, Kentucky ; Henrietta at Portsmouth. Ohio ; 

Lovina, in Greenup county, Kentucky; Salomie, at Iron- I 
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ton, Ohio; Milton, George and John are all living in 

Greenup county, ‘Kentucky. 

R. D. Callahan had a limited schooling at his early 

home in Kentucky, where he lived until 1856, engaging 

in farming and teaming, when he came to Greene courity, 

Indiana, and settled one mile east of Bloomfield, where 

he worked for Andrew Downilig & Company at an iron 

furnace for two years. He spent some time at Browns- 

town, Jackson county, Indiana, He was first mnrried 

in 1S56 to Sarah Ann Cox, of Greenup county, Kentucky, 

a daughter of Joseph and Rosanna Cox, of Greenup 

county, Kentucky. In ~859 they came to Greene county, 

Indiana, and also worked at the Downing iron furnace. 

Xrs. Cos died in 1861. He married the second time, 

choosing Martia Emerjr, of Greene county, Indiana, 

x-110 still lives in Bloomfield. Mr. Cos died in 1901, 

He had eleven children, all by his first wife. Four 

are still living. They are: Benjamin F., of \1raco, 

Tesas; 1Villiam M., of Blooni’fielcl; Hattie Maucl Shanks, 

of Greene county, and the wife of R. D. Callahan, who is 

a sister to his first wife. He had no children by his first 

wife, hut f,our by his second. They are: Ola, wife of 

John Stultz, of Bloomfield, who has one daughter, Nina; 

0. TV., a lumberman and well known lodge man, who 

lives at home; Claude C., traveling salesman at Seattle, 

‘\I-ashington, who married Mabel Yewman, and ~110 has 

one son, Claude, Jr. ; Josephine, wife of Dalton McLaugh- 

lin, of Blotomfield, who has one daughter, Nina Virginia. 

Mrs. McLaughlin first married Frank J\-al-nick, of 

Bloc&ield. They had one son, Claude R. 

On August 8, 1862, Mr. Callahan enlisted in Com- 
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pany I<, Sixty-seventh Indiana Volunteer Infantry, at 

Brownsto\vn. They went to Madison and completed the 

or,aanization. Then the company went to Murfordsville, 

Kentucky, then to B,otvling Green, Kentucky, later corn- 

illg to Indianapolis. In December, rS62, the company 

lvas sent to Memphis, Tennessee. Later it took part in 

the siege of Vicksburg and at Milliken Bend. On May 

I, rS63. the company went to Port Gibson and was in the 

ljattle at that place. The subject was in the siege at 

C/~ampion Hill and at Vicksburg, being under fire for 

iorty-seven days. He also fought at Jackson, Mississippi. 

r,ater the company was sent into Louisiana. He was a 

l’i-isoner of war for two months, but was exchanged and 

,-cjoine(l his regiment near Indianola. He went on the 

l<c(l, River expedition and later was in the siege at Fort , 

;\[,)rg;m, Alabama, after which he was sent to Pensacola, 

I;ll;illg part in a campai, ‘~11 through Florida, then back to 

~\l;~l);~n~a and to Tesas by bdat June 19, ISGj, and was 

(li~cll;~rged at Galveston. He enlisted as a private in 

June. r Sk, and was promoted to second lieutenant De- 

CW~IKI- Z?T? 1864. Later he was promoted to first lieu- 

Ictl;lllt. in I\-hich capacity he served until the close ,of 

lllC \l’fll’. 

After the war Mr. Callahan went to Jackson county, 

It~tliann~ Tvhere he remained until 1875. He was in Lou- 

isville, T<entucky, for two years. He lived in 1Martin 

t: 
county for eight years and in Dubois county, Indiana, sev- 

T cm1 years, in 1893 moving to Bloomfield, where he con- 

T’... - tluctetl a hotel for some time. He has always been a Re- 
4 pul~licnn. Nrs. Callahan is a member of the Methodist 
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SAMUEL HAINS. 

The life of ‘Samuel Hains was worthy of emulation, 

and the example he set the younger generation of the va- 

rious communities where his lot was cast has doubtless 

resulted in much good. He was regarded as one of ihe 

most liberal men of Greene county, Indiana, although 

he was never blessed with an abundance of this u-orlcl’s 

goods, but he was always ready to help the needy or as- 

sist in any worthy cause. He was seriously handicapped 

during the later part of his life by a wo~~i~cl I\-hich was 

inflicted during the Civil war, yet he continued his work 

in a successful manner in the face of all obstacles, hav- 

ing been a man of unusual fortitude. 

He was born in Cosl~octon county, Ohio, July S: 

1832, and died in BIPoomfielcl, Indiana, November 14. 

1906. He was the son of Daniel and Sarah (Foster) 

Hains, the former a nativk of Virginia. They settled in 

Ohio, where Daniel farmed and lived until his death. 

Both he and his wife were members of the cl~urcl~. They 

had the ‘following children : Henry, cleceased ; Samuel ; 

Hiram, deceased ; Mary, deceased ; J-Iannah ; ~1’illiam, 

who lives in Bloomfield, Indiana, and Nancy. 

. Samuel Hains was reared on a farm, receiving his 

education in the pioneer schools, remaining at home until 

he enlisted at the outbreak #of the war in the Ninety-sev- 

enth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Company H, in which 11; 

served two and one-half years, during which time hz par- 

ticipated in all the battles in which his regiment was en- 

gaged until he was shot in the right elbow during t!le 

batlle of 3Iissionaly Ridge, which prevented further 
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service. He had many narrow escapes from death clur- 

ing his army career. 

Returning from the army he assisted his father-ill- 

law 01; the farm, but he had learned the blacksmith’s 

trade prior to the war and in 1866 opened a shop lIeat 

his old home in C,oshocton county, Ohio, \vhich he toll- 

dclcted until 1869, when he came to Greene county, ITI- 

tliana, where he opened a blacksmith s!lop in Taylor 

to\vnship, which he co.nducted until the sprillg of 1~75, 

when he moved to Bl~oomfield. Soon afterward he openecl 

a shop, which he successfully maintained, having been 

a fine workman, until his heal+ failed and he retired, 

il;L\ritlg been in partnership with Hoyt Kickerson from 

lS7j until his death. He and his wife were both mem- 
If l,crs of the Methodist Episcopal church. He was a mem- 

l)cl- of the Grand Army of the Republic and a Repub- 
I lic;ln in political belief. 

Tn I?!%; Mr. Hains marriecl Margaret Neldon, n:ho 
b, 
i,:. \y;ts Imi-11 in Coshocton county, Ohio, in 1843. She was 
a”.‘ 

E&L ~:, 
lllc tl;lughter of Samuel and Jane (Stewart) Nelclon, the 

!i..-,;.* 
@’ 

f0rlncr from Virginia and the latter from Pennsylvania. 

!g 
;21 I’. Ncldon was a farmer. They had nine children, all 

fm\: living : Margaret C., Uriah J., MTilliam H., Eliza- 
i_ hth J.- George RI., 15 Samuel I?., Joseph R., Robert H. 

atld Ocla I;. Elizabeth’s husband was John Demoss, ~110 
? 
” 

& 

was a veteran in the Fifty-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

‘I-TC was a prisoner for eighteen months in Libby priso11. 

:! I-Ie narrowly escaped death in a boat \vhich leas trails- 

‘1,; fcrrirlg the prisoners. 

k: Five children were born to the subject and \vife : 

kF Sarah J. lives at Bl,oomington, Indiana ; Lavada, of 
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!’ 
Bloomfield; Arzalia lives at Linton, Indiana; Adella lives . 
in Richland township, Greene county, and Ridgway H. 

now lives in Linton, but he was for three years in the 

regular army, artillery corps, Twenty-second Battery, 

stationed at Fort Douglass, Utah. He was seriously in- 

jured, barely escaping death in a runaway of a six-horse 

team hauling an artillery wagon, from which he has 

never fully recovered. 

THOMAS C. OWEN. 

The name Owen has been intimately associated with 

the history of Greene county since the first pioneers pene- 

trated the wilderness, from which remote period to the 

present time representatives of this sturdy family have 

contributed to the development of the country and to the 

establishing of a community which in all that concerns 

material advancement and a high-state of civilization and 

enlightenment is not surpassed by any like area within 

th; bounds of the Hoosier state. They have not only 

been active participants in promoting the material inter- 

ests of the respective localities where they lived and bore 

thkir parts, but, realizing the needs of their fellow me& 

they have supplied the same with unsparing hands, and 

today there are few names so closely interwoven with 

the progress of the county and none more influential in 

enterprises for the general good or more highly honored 

by the public at large. 

According to well authenticated genealogical his- 
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tory, this founder of the American branch of the On-en 

family came to this country as a soldier in the at-my of 

Lord Cornwallis during- the war of the Revolution, but 

shortly after his arrival deserted his command, refusing 

~0 fight a strugg-ling people, the justice of \I-hose cause 

alqxnietl to him with peculiar and irresistible force. This 

act precluding the possibility of his return to EIF&I~~~. 

IIC wlkequently settled in Surq- county, Sort11 Carolilla, 

lvfle~-e he married , secured a tract of land, and in due time 

~~ccamt a IveIl-to-do planter and public-sl>iritetl citizen 

tt+ci5~ influence tended greatI\- to the material clevelop- 

171cIlt ant1 moral ad\-ancement of the community- in l\-hicll 

11~ It-bc;lte(l. Beyoncl the fact Of his having- establis]le(l a 

jj< ttnc irl Sort11 Carolina and t-eared a farnil>-, but little is 

lifli l\\-~~ I,F 11x2 life of this soldier and patriot sa\‘e tllat, as 

tllc i;iiilily until within a comparatively recent date, being 

rwl~~l :~t tllis time by the heirs of Simon Bland, who mar- 

&l tflc widow of Armsteacl Owen and purchasecl the 

plarc of the latter’s children. 
_ 
F TJw family of John H. and Susan Owen consisted 

e-- c cf hrt- cllilclren, one of whomT a son by the name of _ 5~ 
i -~jottrl G., !vllose birth occurred on the eighth day of Au- 
F ,- gUt* TSIS, WaS the first white child born lvithin tile 
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111 the person of the subject of this I-e\-iex. 13rxl 

\lvilkio. \ve have another striking example of a noble 

patriot and commendable citizen. He was born in Greene 

coLlnt~-. Ala)- I?. 1840, and \vas the son of \Yilliam anil 

Sally (Buckner) I\-ilkie, both natives of Sort11 Cnro- 

lina, v-110 came in an early day to Greene count!- with 

their parent:! who ivei-e among the first of the early 

settlers. 

Israel’s grandfather married Keziah Fickard al1c1 

they establisllecl a claim t,o gox~ernment lalld. Later the) 

removed to Iowa, xv-here Nr. 11’ilkie died. The family 

consisted of ~17iIliam, father of our subject; George IT-., 

hlay-. Xancy. Edwarc1 and John. 

TTYlliam Etickner, maternal grandfather of our sub- 



011 .\ugnat To. IS62, Israel \T~ilkie enlisted in Gm- 
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m-orking a great den1 at the carpenter’s tratl?, lie has built 1 -2 

fl SC,,, ,,, ,,. 
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where they bought a pod fat-m and al-e hi& still 

living there. They had ten children, four- of whom at-c 

dead. Those living are : Thursa, vZtlo\y of Frank Hnm- 

diana : ~T’illiain, a farmer in Richlailcl to\rnship, GrCeile 

itigton, Indiana. 

’ JOHN J\-EsI,EY GR*4Y, l\r. n. 

Eminent in his profession and of high standing 3s a 

citizen, the name of this distinguished physician and sur- 
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county; E. E., a practicing phq-skim; Eclnm~d B., ern- 

ployed by the Standard Oil Company in Pennq-Ivanin; 

XI-S. Rittje Brooks resides in Kansas: Carrie, \\-I10 liyes 

with her father and manages the luxne ; \\-illiam and 

Fred, both under the parental roof. the former an ngri- 

cdturist, the latter n harness maker. Mrs. GraJ-, an es- 

emplaq: wife and mother and a \vorKtfl of high ideals 

and beautiful Christian character, died in the month of 

December? 1903. Dr. Gray has been United States pen- 

siou examiner for this county during the past three years. 

JAM3 EDY\‘:WD EI-XL. 

man\- vears. ~~a3 identified xi-it11 the business interests of 

I,!-ons, was born January I I 1 r8lj. in Greene county, 

Ohio. the son of Robert Scott and :1nn (Reid) Full, mho 

\yere also nati\.es of the Bucke)-e state. IIis m3ther dying 

n-hen he wts quite young, james E. Bull became an in- 

Inate of his uncle’s home and remained with that relative 

until almut his seventeenth year, \\-Orliillg on the farm and 

attending the public schools in the meantime. At the 
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above youthful age he responded to his country’s call 

for volunteers, enlisting August 12, 1862, in Company 

H, Ninety-fourth Ohio Infantry, with which he shared 

the fortunes and vicissitudes of war in some of the most 

noted campaigns in Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia and 
. 

other states, partlclpating in a number of battles, al;?ong 

\vhich were Perryville, Stone River, Chickamauga, Chat- 

tanooga, Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, the siege 

and fall !of Atlanta, including the bloody engagements of 

Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain, Peach Tree Creek and later 

wts with the command at Jonesboro and the capture of 

Savannah. His military experience covered three years 

of StrenuoLlS service, replete with duty faithfully and 

honorably performed. and at its conclusion he retired 

iron1 the army wth a record of \vhich an\- brave man 

might feel proud, receiving his discharge on the 5th of 

J LI~VZ, 186;. 

Returning to Ohio at the end of the \var Mr. ~ul] 

rcsumecl agricultural pursuits with his uncle, but four 

xc:lrs later accompanied the latter to Greene county, in- 

tli;illa, and during the ensuing twelve years was associ- 

;Itc(l \vith him in business near Lyons. At the expiration 

of the time he engaged in the mercantile business at 

Lyons in partnership with James Carpenter, the firm 

thus constituted buildin g up an estensive and lucrative 

patronage, and in due season becoming one of the largest 

and most successful commercial houses in the county. In 

18SG he was the Republican candidate for county treas- 

urer and after an animated campaign defeated his cOm- 

pctitor by a handsome majority, and filled the office for 

four years, having been re-elected in 1888, prolring a very 
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capable and popular public servant. In ISga he moved 

to 1Vorthington, and in July of the same year engaged in 

the banking business at that place in partnership with 

T. C. Owen, 0. F. Herold‘and C. C. Ballard, Mr. Bull 

being elected president of the enterprise. Subsequently 

he purchased the interests of these parties and effectecl 

a copartnership with Mr. Bilderback, who continued his 

associate until the subject’s death, the business growing 

to large proportions the meanwhile9 and becoming wide14 

and favorably known in financial circles. Mr. Bull was 

clear-brained and a man of large business esperience; as 

president of the bank displaying executive ability of a 

high order and a familiarity with matters of finance that 

won for him much more than local reputation. He re- 

mained at the head of the bank until his death, which 

occurred on the 7th of January, 1901, and to his 

sound judgment, judicious and efficient management and 

great personal popularity is clue the continued success 

and stability of the institution at the present time. 

In addition to the career as a merchant and banker 

Nr. Bull also served one term as county commissioner 

and for two years held the office of justice: of the peace. 

in both of xvhich capacities he displayed the ability and ; 

mature judgment characteristic of all his relations xith 7 

the public. In social as well as in business and official ’ 
$ 

life he was the SOLII of honor; in brief, an intelligent,.” 

broad-minded gentleman whose virtues win the 1 un-$ 

bounded respect of his fellow men and whose influence 

was ever on the side of right, as he saw and understood 

it. The death of Mr. Bull at the time already mentioned, 

after an illness of one year’s duration, was felt as a seri- 
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ens personal loss to the community, honored by his citi- 

zenship, while his long and useful life, fraught with good 

to all with whom he came in contact, won an honored 

and permanent place in the hearts and affections of his 

fell0lV men. 

hlr. Bull, on January 19, 1871, was united in mar- 

riage nith Julia -inn Miller, whose birth occurred at 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Octob er zS, 1849, but who was re- 

moved to the town iof Cedarville, Ohio, after the Tvar, 

\vllere she met Mr. Bull ancl there married him. Five chil- 

tlren resulted from this union, namely: Vernie Ir&e, ed- 

Llcatetl in Indianapolis and is still with her mother; .“;ellje 

Reid, also a member of the home circle; Oscar Dunlap 

tlie(l =\LlgLtSt IS, IS7j; Roscoe Henderson, born ;\ugust 

26, ISS~. died on the 23d1 of September follo\ving. The 
ycinngest member of the family died in infancy, unnamed. 

Mrs. Bull and daughters are stockholders and di- 

lyctcm of the Commercial State Bank, which the husband 

;llltl father founded, and, like the latter,, are devoted to 

tllc interests of the institution and active in all of its de- 

lilm-ations. They have other property interests, inclLl(l- 

ing tivo fine farms and the elegant residence which the], 
. . 

occupy, g-wing personal attention to the management of 

the estate in their possession. 

He lx-as a member of the Grand Army of the Re- 

public. Nr. Bull left a comfortable competency to his 

family: 

HORACE V. iSORVELL, 11. D. 

The subject of this article has been a resident of 

l3loomfielcl during all of his mature life, coming to this 
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town October 26, ISjS, when but eighteen years old, 

and has been a resident here ever since. After receiving 

a good comm,on school education he was appointed dep- 

uty county treasurer, serving in that capacity during the 

incumbency of his principal, entering upon the duti,es of 

that office at the age of twenty-two. He was engaged in 

mercantile pursuits for a few years, during whtch time 

he began the preliminary studies in medicine, supple- 

minting this with a course of lectures at Ohio Medical 

College. He began the practice of his profession in 

Bloomfield and continued for a number of years, when 

his energies were temporarily diverted into other kin- 

nels. Dr. Norvell early manifested an active interest 

in political affairs and allied himself with the Democratic 

party. He was made chairman of the Democratic county 

central committee, and held that distinguished position 

during several animated campaigns, finally being chosen 

a member of the state central committee, on \\-hich he 

served for eight years, being at one time chairman of the 

Democratic state central committee follo\ving the resig- 

nation of Senator Joseph E. McDonald. In 1S69 the 

Doctor was appointed a member of the board of United 

States examining surgeons for Greene county and served 

several years in that capacity. He has always been a 

public-spirited and active citizen, giving freely of his time 

and means to the advancement of public interests, ‘>nd 

has been a recognized leader in local politics duritig his 

entire life. 

In 1874 he “led a forlorn hope” to victory. This 

was during the Granger days and party lines were closely 
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elected in 1876 with a largely increased majority. This 

political success for his party was largely due to the 

personal popularity of Dr. Non41 and to his untiring 

efforts for the SUCCESS of the principles which he believed 

~110uIcl prevail. His majority at his second election was 

six hundred and ninety-eight, a victory of no small sig- 

nificance when the county at that time was considered 

]~opelessIy Republican. 

During the session of the state legislature in ISSZ-S~ 

DI-. Korvell was apbointed clirector of the southern 

prison of Indiana, and held that position for many years. 

Dr. Norvell is a man of strong personality and force 

of character. He is well and favorably known, both as 

;t citiz,en and physician, throughout a large area of South- 

cl-‘n Indiana, and his genial dispositi,on and sympathetic 

n;tture have endeared him to thousands of people. 

Horace V. Norwll was born in Lawrence county, 

Ttt(li;lnn, July 20, 1839. He is a son of R. G. and Aman- 

(1;1 H. Norvell, early pioneers of Lawrence county. His 

f;lthcr was a pioneer physician in that county, and a man 

of more than ordinary professional attainments. 

The subject of this sketch is a member of various 

professional societies and of fratemal organizations. He 

was married October 25, 1871, to Miss Emma A. Smith, 

daughter of Dr. TV. C. Smith, of Worthington, Indiana. 

Thr& sons and one daughter were born to this union : 

Ralph N. is connected with a corporation in Springfield, 

Missouri ; Max W. is a shoe manager and buyer ‘at Chi- 

cage; Horace Raymond is engaged in railroad business. 

now at home; Bertha died at the age of eleven months. 

Dr. Norvell is a member of the Masonic fraternity, Royal 

c 
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Arch Masons, a charter member of Knights of Pythias 

and ,Independent Order of Odd Fellows. His wife is a 

member of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, but was , 
f*omlerly an Episcopalian. 

JOHN T. DOBBINS. 

John T. Dobins, who was born December 6, 1S3j, 

in JVashington county, Indiana, was the son of Thomas 

and Nancy (Nicholson) Dobbins, the former a native 

of North Carolina and the latter of Virginia. Their 

union took place in Washington county, Indian?, but 

Thomas Dobbins was first married in Virginia, emigrat- 

‘ing to Indiana in 1816, taking up a piece of wild land 

which he cleared and developed into a good farm. The 

father of Thomas Dobbins, Jacob, was born in C,ounty 

Cork, Ireland, and after coming to America was married 

in North Carolina, and thel:e ended his clays. 

IYilliam Nicholson, maternal grandfather of our 

subject, a native of Wales, came to Virginia and there 

* plied the trade of a wheelwright. 

Thomas Dobbins, our subject’s father, was a wide- 

awake citizen and allied himself with the Whig party. 

He was a member of the “old school” Baptist church. 

There were born to him by his first wife seven children, 

viz. : Stephen Jacob, William, Calvin, Joshua, Delila 

and Sarah. By his second wife he became the father of 

three sons : Thomas, deceased ; John T., our subject, 

and Peter J., a blacksmith at Salem, Indiana. 
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As a boy John had the many difficulties of the times 

to face. It was three long miles to the log school house 

and his educational opportunities were quite limited. 

\\‘hen he reached the age of eight years his father died 

and it became necessary for John to work out by way 

of support, and at this time he made his home with his 

brother, continuing there until he attained the age of 

uineteen years. He began apprentice work at carpentry 

ant1 worked for ten cents per day until 1861. In 1866 

he ~3s married +n Fmma Mnode, of Richlx.nd township 

Greene &ltlty. S le was the dau ter of ~iilliam ant 

Rachael (Cunningham) 14oocle, the former being a na- 

tive of Pennsylvania and the latter of Ohio, their union 

occurring at Coshocton, Ohio. 1Villiam Moods was a 

cnrpenter and farmer, and n-as one of the pioneer set- 

tlcls in Greene county, Indiana. He was gathered to 

llis fathers in 186 2, his wife having preceded him in 1849. 

Six children graced this union : John lives at Topeka, 

l;ansas ; Richard, Mary Ann and Amanda are deceased ; 

IVilliam F. is a hardware merchant in \Vhatcheer, Keo- 

lidi county, Iowa ; Emma is the wife of our subject; 

\ATilliam Moocle was married twice, the second time to 

>,faq- Ann Cooper, a widowed lady whose home x-as in 

Washington county. She passed to rest in 1894, and was 

tile mother of three children, viz. : James, of Richland 

township, and Jane and Alice, both deceased. 

Mr. Dobbins and wife became the parents of nine 

children : 1Villiam 0. was for six years a teacher. and 

has now served for fourteen years in the United States 

army, filling the station of sergeant; James A. is a car- 

penter at Waterloo, Iowa; Mary Jane is the wife of M. 
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V, Flater, of Cedar Falls, Iowa; Lillian was married to 

Ira Stallcup, both now deceased; Alvin, a carpenter in 

Bloomfield, was married to Stella Inman; Tobias, a 

carpenter, is at home; Jewel1 is the wife of Fred 

Burge, of Bloomfielcl; Nellie is a stenographer for Dr. 

C. E. Davis, and is at home. In this family we find a 

splendid illustration of the wholesome influence of a good 

home environment. 

In IS!fay, 1861, Mr. Dobbins enlisted in Company E 

of the Seventh Indiana Volunteer Infantry, which was 

mustered in for three months. On August 26th he l-e-en- . 

listed, this time in Company D, which was formed at New 

Albany in the Thirty-eighth Indiana. From here he ~-as 

sent to Elizabethtown, Kentucky, for the winter, after 

which he was sent to Sprin, o- Hill, that state, taking part 

great many open battles and spirited skirmishes, at . 

Wildcat and Columbia. On the well known field of Shi- 

loll he was engaged for two clays, and this was followed 

by the contests at Murfreesboro, Chattanooga, Bridge- 

port, Huntsville, Shelbyville and others. After joining 

General 0. M. Mitchell he saw much close fighting in 

Alabama and Georgia, after which the company was re- 

turned to Nashville, Tennessee. Then came the sharp 

conflicts at Perrysville, Bowling Green and other points. 

together with stubborn contests under General Rosecrans. 

At Chickamauga Mr. Dobbins was n-ouuded in t?ls- 

head and was coafined to the hospital for two months. 

After getting back to the ranks the company took part in 

the fearful clrama at Lookout Mountain, hlissionary 

see, Peach Tree Creek, ending up before Atlanta. 
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It may be well to note that after the battle of Jfis- 

sionary Ridge Mr. Dobbins’s company was veteranized, 

becoming a part of the Fourteenth Army Corps under 

George H. Thomas. They were held in reserve until the 

gap was made where General McPherson.was killed July 

28, 1864. After some engagements with Hood and a 

sharp fight at Jonesboro, Alabama, where they destroyed 

the railroads, they returned to Atlanta. They joined in 

Sherman’s famous march to the sea, and ultimately pat-- 

ticipated in the grand review at 1Vashington. D. C. He 

\!‘as discharged at Indianapolis. July 29, 1865. 

After the close *of the war Mr. Dobbins returned to 

Greene county and engaged in contracting and carpentry. 

Ttl conjunction with this he has engaged in the raisillg 

or fruit, finding this an interesting as well as profitable 

sj(lc line. In 1904 he removed to Bloomfield. He has 

filled the office of justice of the peace for twelve years, 

;~~ltl is a thorough believer in the tenets of the Republican 

p:lrtg. He is a member of the Grand Army of the Re- 

l~~~blic, and t,ogether with his companion is a regular at- 

tclldant at the services of the Methodist church. 

This brief survey of the life of one of our hero 

l);ltriots impresses US with a feeling of the great obliga- 

tion we are under to these noble men who have preserved 

for us the hxitage of the “land of the free.” 

WILLIAM WILSHIRE GAIKEY. 

i1’illiam Wilshire Gainey was born near Harmony, 

Monroe county, Indiana, June 5, 1831. He was .the 
son of Meredith and Xancy (Sadler) Gainey. His 
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mother came from Lexington, Kentucky, first seeing 

the light of day there November 12, ISO;, She moved 

with her parents to Monroe county in 1815. John M. 

and Frances Nay Sadler settled at the head bf the Indian 

creek, near Stanford. The country lb-as ne\v and full 

of’ Indians and wild game of all kinds. Commercial 

advantages were few and far between. The nearest mill 

was at Salem, forty miles away. He got about. five 

hundred acres of land for sixteen hundred dollars, and 

after keeping it for sixty-one years sold it for sisteen 

thousand dollars. The land was eminently fertile, cov- 

ered ITit fine walnut, cherry and other fine timber. He 

n-as a model farmer fsor that day, a member of the Bap- 

tist church and was wiclely known, having a great rep- 

utation as a singer. She died in rS?r, and he lived filye 

years longer7 his death occurring in 1876, at the acl- 

vancetl age of ninety-one. They had three sons and 

four daughters, Nancy, ‘iVilli&, Elizabeth, i\‘larthat 

John Staten, Joseph and 31ary Am?. The latter is now 

living in Centerton, Indiana. 

The grandfather, Aden Gainey, came from Ken- 

tIICl<~ in IS1 j with his family to Spring$lle, Lawrence 

C’3Ull ty. His wife was Margaret Giles, of South Caro- 

lina, and they had fifteen children, Sarah, Mendith, IT’il- 

liam. Joseph, Susanna C., ,Uesander H., Giles. Riley, 

,41x1, Serena. John P., lJresley S.! Angeline, Eclmoncl B., 

and Samuel, who clied in infancy. 

T1%en Grandfather Gainey settled in Lawrence 

county he purchased quite a large tract of land, well 

watered and wooded. He was a member of the Baptist 

church, strong in faith and a model man in almost every 

department of life. 
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~Ieredith Gainey, the father of our subject, was the 

second of Grandfather Gainey’s children. He possessed 

a limited education, SUCK as the times and surroundings 

coul~l give him. His mother, who was a fair scholar for 

the time, taught him much. He married in Monroe 

couIq- and started out in limited circumstances, having 

o,lly an as and some mother wit at trading. This, 

co~,l~led with cletermination and grit, he made a SLICC~SS of 

life. He obtained a small tract of land in Beech Creek 

tc,l~~I1sl~ilx on Richland creek, Greene county, in 1~33, 

cc,n~isting lof one hundrecl and sixty acres. After sev- 

cr;,l years of hard labor he sold this land for five hundred 

(~~,ll:lrs, but b,efore he could get another start an accident 

l,c:icll him. This SLIIII, together with all he had, burn&l 

\\*itll liis cabin h0lllZ before he could save it. Nothing 

tl;l~lllti~lg he started out again, and at his death he owned 

;Il,,,llt seven hundred acres of good land. He cliecl Sep- 

I(qlll,ct- 36 IS&. She, however, lived until Julie 30: 

rsp I-Ie was a TVhig in politics, and an active member 

(,f tllc Eaptist church. He organized a company at 

S/jringville to go to the AIexictin war, but the close of 

llmtilities preTented the company from going into acti1.e 

SCI-ViCC. He was afterwards appointed captain of the 

st;1tc militia. 

They had seven children : Sarah Ann, I\-llgse bus- 

band u-as 1Villiam C. Clark. Her second husband jvas 

Fcrtlinand De MOSS Bland, a Baptist minister and secre- 

tary of the Indiana Baptist state convention ; Mary Fran- 

ces, who married Major John Hardy; William 1V.7 our 

subject : &len G., a teacher, and married twice. The first 

ne to a Miss Rector, who left one child. His secolld tir 
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wife was Mary Todd. They lived in Owensburg, Bed- 

ford and then in Tjnion county, Indiana, on a farm. 

During his stay in Bedford he was first a merchant and 

then a grain dealer. He also had an interest in a whole- 

sale notion business in Indianapolis, which he traded for 

a farm six miIes from Liberty, Union county, where he 

now lives. They had five children. 

TVilliam TVilshire Gainey seems to be an example of 

what ener,gy and determination can do. His mother 

taught him to read and write. His only schooling was 

three months to Ann Ritter, at Bloomfield. He worked 

eighteen months learning the cabinet trade and then con- 

tinued in it two years longer. (See biographical sketch 

of IV. D. Ritter.) He was married April 3, 18;s; to 

Eliza E. Ritter. They had seven children : Aden D., 

died in infancy ; Emma, married Major James A. Emery, 

a retired army officer, and now located at Lesington, Vir- 

ginia ; Parkie, \+ho died when only five years of age; 

Louis C., a merchant tailor at Cincinnati, Ohio, one of 

the .list ‘of stores of Schaefer Company. He married 

Viola Hultz and three children were born to them : Nor- 

bett, cartoonist on a St. &ouis paper; Paul, attending law 

school in Cincinnati, and Helen, at home. \Villiam Reed, 

living in Chicago, is manager of the Chicago office of the 

Detroit 1Vhite Lead 1Vorks, Detroit, Michigan ; Fannie 

May, wife of Elmer Harrell, a merchant at 11’orthington, 

Indiana; Ettie Ritter, married to Charles E. J\‘ylie, a 

hardware merchant, and now living in Bloomington, In- 

diana. They have one son, Charles Reed. 

Our subject was a clerk *or five years for Ed. West 

of Bloomfield, Indiana, and was then for three years a 
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h member of the firm of Van Slyke & Gainey, general mer- 

F&ant% to ISG I. He was from I S62 to I S69 engaged 

&J b the civil service, and served as assistant assessor of 

Em the sewltl~ district of Indiana under Judge Farington. 

1V 1S69 he started a general store in Bloomfield and ran 

s~jccessfLtlb’9 parting with it by sale in 1890. He helcl 

zR nttmber of official positions, being postmaster eight 

+?a rs, to~vnship assessor, county coroner,, and held other 

i minor trusts. 

7 ~fr. Gainey is a Baptist, though IMrs. Gainey is a 

; mflnhcr of the Methodist Episcopal church. He is a 

fblnste~ Mason, joining No. 84 lodge at Bloomfield in 

;1Bji He is a Republican in politics. Though nolv ad- 

~ Vnncetl in years and retired from active life, he is 

$lookctl up to as one who has made a success of life, and 

_ r\ntl ~IIC cotnm~~~~ity b woes to him for that advice which he 

tlr,t only able to give, but which he bestows willingly. 

_I NICHOLAS WHITSON OSBURN. 
i 

“- Nicl~olas 11’. Osburn, a well known farmer in Rich- 

;Iofltl township, lvas born April 4, 1843, in Highland 

Jtbwnship, the son of Jesse and Charity C. (Hedge) OS- 

;bnrn, the former a native of central Tennessee. He was 

he son of Thomas Osbum, also a native of Tennessee, 

rho came to Greene county, Indiana, in 1819 when the 

:‘;fnther of the subject was seven years old. Thomas, the 

,Ibjcct’s grandfather, was a soldier in the War of ISIZ. 

$-le entered land f ram the government in Highland town- 



-- 
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ship, Greene county, Indiana, where he spent the remain- 

-der of his life, dyin g at the age of seventy-seven years. 

He was a member of the Methodist church. Jesse, the 

father of the subject, also secured land of the govern- 

ment in that locality when he became a man, on which 

he made a good farm on which he spent the remainder 

of his life. He was a strong Democrat and a religious 

man. Charity Hoclge was a native of North Carolina. 

She was the daughter of Rev. Gentry C. Hedge, a Baptist 

minister, who came to Greene county, Indiana, in an early 

day, locating in Highland township, where he spext his 

life. Charity Osburn, the mother of the subject, died at 

the a,e of fifty-six years. She was the mother of eleven 

children! namely : Gentry, Thomas, Polly, Nicholas 

Simpson7 Abraham, Isaac,, Margaret, Jesse, Ma&a anti 

Charity. 

Nicholas IV.’ Osburn was raised to nianl~oocl on his 

father’s farm and educated in the old-time subscription 

schools, taught in log school houses. In August, 1862, he 

enlisted in Company H, Seventy-first Indiana Volunteer 

RegYment, in which he served until it was changed in the 

fall of rS63 to the Sixth Indiana Cavalry. His regiment 

scouted in the eastern part of Tennessee and Kentucky 

until the winter of 1S63-64. In the following spring it 

was attached to Sherman’s army, in which it took part 

in the fighting around Atlanta. It was sent from that 

city on a raid to MZacon, ‘Georgia, &cl on the way back 

met Joe ~Vheeler’s cavalry at Clinton, Georgia, where 

they were’ surrounded but escaped. Three clays later 

they were captured near Atlanta and taken first to Au- $ 

gusta, Georgia, where they remained a while, and were .; 



later sent 
to Xndersonville on August 3, 1864, but in the 

fdlowing 
November the subject was taken back to ~‘a- 

-- 
The Confederates Started with ‘him to Mellon 

~pn’son, in Gyor, via, but he made good his escape while on 

gthe ,vay 1)~ JLlmping ofi the train. Hrowever, he was re- 
>.‘. 
$GlPfl 

1recl five days later by bloodhounds and taken. back 

c to 31ncotl, and from there to Mellon, Georgia, where he 
I 

I’ remai,lcc~ until December, :” 1864, n-hen he and many of 

Lhis con~ratles escaped, but were captured again several 

‘L-tlnys afterward by cavalry and taken to Augusta, Geor- 

;c pin, lvll~~~e he remained until he and sis others made good 

1 tfleir escape and came to the Union lines at Resaca, Gear- 

pia, ~lny 1 I, ISG- This was after peace had been de- 

Clare(l. He was sent bo Nashville, where he joined his 

: rgtilncll t, but lvas mustered out at Pulaski, Tennessee, 

n,r,l tliscl~argetl ii1 Indianapolis, June 27, 1865. 

>[I-. Osbm came home after the war and event to 
a zz-, -?- f;,t-~~li~lg, at first renhg land, but in 1887 he bougllt his 

k. f,pescnt farm of forty-three acres in Richland township, 

c,rccllc county, Indiana. On December 6, 1866, he mar- 

rie(l Elizabeth Saner, a native of that community~ and 

p t/tc ilaughter of Thomas J. and Matilda (Terra) Sarver, 

fp tl;ltiycs of Tennessee. Her parents were early settlers in 
kB Greene county, Indiana. 

k ofG 
Thomas J. Sawer was the son 

eorge .%rver, also a native of Tennessee, who came 

+‘ to Greene axmty at an early date. F Thomas Salver Jvas a 

F farmer, ~1~0 died in 1864, his wife having preceded him 
ii 
k by one year. 

;ir ;Is follows : 

Thirteen children were born to this tlnion, 

~~ar,aaret and John, both deceased; Rachael. 
#,: who lives in ~~issouri, in \vhich state George alsO lives ; 

Jane lives in Greene county; William, cleceasecl; Eliza- 

GREENE COUNTY, INDIANA. 
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.; 
beth, wife of the subject ;‘Jacob lives in Kansas ; Eliza is : 

deceased; David is also deceased; Frank is living in Kan- .i 

sas; Henry lives in Nebraska ; Carrie lives in Greene ‘4 

county; John and-George were soldiers in the Civil war, ’ 

the former dying while in service. 1 

The. subject and wife had eight children: The first li 
: f 

two died unnamed; Andrew, who lives in Portland, Ore- 

g-on, married Rosa Clark; Edward, the subject’s fourth ? 

son, who lives in 1Vorthington, Indiana, married Emma tV 

Love and they have two children, Iris and Albert; Ade- ,i 

rella is the name of the subject’s fifth child, who is the ~: 

wife of Granville Stewart, a farmer in Richland town- 
? 
-2 

ship; they have four children, Ruby Dessa, John W., Dex- .i 
ter and Lexie Lee. The subject’s sixth child is Tona, : 

who lives at Jasonville, Indiana. She married Ray Ba- 3 

ker. They have three children, John D:, Mildred E. and 
1d 

Elnora. Charles, the subject’s seventh child, died in in- :>: 

fancy, and the last one died unnamed. $j 
8 

Mr. Osburn is a Republican and he held the office .:i 

of supervisor of his home township for a period of twelve .z 

years. He is a member of the Methodist church, while .l 

Mrs. Osburn is a member of the Church of God. . -3 

]‘\‘ILLIAM JEFFERSON MCINTOSH. 

The annals of Greene county would certainly be in- ._. 

complete without a record of the life history of this very’+ 

early pioneer, whose life was closely interwoven with the ‘. 

history of the county in the early clays. Numerous rep- 
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@& .resentati\.es of the fanllly are still residents of the county, 

wd througl~ their prominence and activity contribute 

flucl, to the history of Greene county of t,oday. 

There is a well fOunded tradition that the NIcIntosh 

family now under COnSideratiOti are lineal descendants 

of General 3IcIntOSh of Revolutionary fame, and later 

& 
‘FI Unite(l States congressman from Georgia, but since 

B mucll of a11 history back of a hundred years is traditional, 

w:--llnrl often well founded, we may be pardoned for here in- 

tmcl~~cillg this means of traciug a family genealobgy. Jyil- 

liarn J. McIntosh was a SOh Of ~%‘illiam McIntosh, of pure 

:-potcll antecedents, though how far removed is not defy- 

“-f&e+ I;no\vn. 

‘1’11~ subject of this review was b’orn in Bath county, 

tiCllt ucky, Jhr 10, 1802, and died in Greene county, In- 

6 di;t11;\, September 13. 1876. He was reared on a farm 

% ncnr 111~ 1,icking river 

1 fwlll (It- 

in ICemucky, and when a young 

tiventy embarked with his parental family on 

k, bo;,r(l ;I house boat, known as a “pirogue,” and floated 

E +,\vll tIlc Licking, into the Ohio, thence clown the Ohio 

1. to tllc tnouth of the Wabash, up the latter by poling, con- 

i%’ firltlitlg their way under many hardships and dangers, L1p 

t]lc 1\%ite river to near the mouth of the Eel river, lvllere 

f they ,tlisembarked and settled on the east side of \,illite 

$ fi\yy, in 1822. (Another reliable authority fixes this 

date as 182 I.> This trip, covering eleven hundred miles, 

was made in forty clays, though the perils of such a jotlr- 

g 
ney C~IIIIO~ be estimated in clays and lveeks. They were 

f, traveling over unknown waters, through a coulltry tllen .- 
) 5carcely known t0 the white man, the adjacent forests 

~abountlin~ in wild animals, and, perhaps, wilcl mell. 
c 

3 
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Though the Indians had been subdued and mostly driven 

away, there yet remainecl parties of projvlers bent on re- 

venge for real or fancied wrongs. . Then the country to 

which they were going was wild and unsettled, and their . 
“liomecoming” was no more alluring than the long and 

dangerous voyage. Establishing a home in the wilcler- 

ness, they at once bc, oran the laborious work of clearing up 

a farm and producing the means of subsistence. The for- 

ests yielded a rich harvest in all kinds of wild game, and 

the reveries of t!le finny tribe had scarcely been disturbed. 

Those were the clays, too, when there was sucl~ a thing as 

“pure maple sugar, ” and this was a source of satisfaction 

not enjoyed to the full by present-clay citizens. 

1Villiam J. McIntosh, with whose history this sketch i 

has most to do, was a young man of religious turn of i 

mind and frequently preached to the pioneers with whom -$ 

he came in contact, and while filling an appointment in .i 

3Iarion county met his future wife in the person of Sarah ‘1 

Negley, to whom he was wedded on the 12th of May, 
.I 

.:‘- 

18q. She \vas. born in Ohio, September 23, 1810, and 

died in Greene county, Indiana, November 12, 1890. 

They established a home near Fall creek, where they lived ’ 

for a number of years, probably until 1837. Four of 

their eleven &ilclren were born there, the names of their 

family being Peter, Caroline, Elizabeth, Jacob Perry, Dil- 

lian, Amanda, Galen, David Negley, Celia Buskirk, Wil- 

liam Reecl and Edward West. Of this family sis are liv- 

ing, viz. . . Jacob ePrry (see personal sketch), Dillian, Ga- pi 

len, Celia, T1rilliam Reed and Edward JVest. The first: 

named, Hon. Jacob P., is a resident of Worthington, In- 

diana ; Dillian is a residen3 of Mountain View, Oklahoma; 



&let1 ii\*es at Hamburg, Iowa; Celia resicles at Kejvark, 

* Indiana ; jqrilliarn Reed is a resident of Los Angeles, Cal- 

jfimia, t~Iotrgl~ not heard from in many years; he is be- 

k! 
lie\.e(l to be liviw Edward ‘CVest, the youngest of the 

family, is a prosperotls attorney at Gotebo, Oklahoma. It 

,~ill tllLls be seen that the six survivors of this large family 

h 
:- pow rel,resent five different states and are far separated 

s frc,m WII 0tlm thOLlgll 110 dOLlbt the love Of “1JOl~le en- 

b yi~~~~1lll~llt~ .” is with each a precious memory. No friencl 

; a ir Iike t1lc ~oLltllfLl1 compamons Of cliildlioocl and the char- 

$ acrrr-f,Ir-mi~~g periccl of early youth. 
d 
L ,.\l,f)ltt I S3f, as preciously intimated, \I’illiam J. ‘i\lc.- 

[ I:t .I , ,,< 1 I-cln:)vecl his family from Marion county to Greene 

r Rnrl ~,(.l-c Ilis (la>-s were ended. He was one of the earl\: 

I7 &pi ITS 
, 

,:,i the county and servecl sis years in that office. 

! [lc \\‘;Is 91 closelJ- attached t0 the peaceful and quiet life 

b 
5 

of tjIr (;[I-tiwr- that he dIc1 IlOt move his family to the coun- 

i 1~ s~;I[ \vI1cii electeclj but continued his home on his farill. 

g: [Iv iv;15 ;L n1’111 Of Tel-y Stl-Ollg domestic ties, an exemplary 

r I,tl~l,;ltl(l ;111tl kincl and indulg-ent father, a friend to ejrel-\-- 

k ~#I)‘--- ,L nian \vho daily tried to make the worlcl better for 

llis li;tving 1iVCd. He was a friend to hunlanity in general. 

tiiJCr;ll to :I fault and helpful in every avenue of h~lman ef- 

fort. U~ISC~YI~U~OLIS persons t’ook advantage of his generous 

fmpitlscs and he often rendered aid to unworthy applicallts, 

i 
i\ntl frequently inclorsecl with people n-ho left liim to pap 

r 
their tlelds. IFOr these reasons, lie never accLllnLl]atecl 

i~~enltli. but probaldy enjoyed earning money for others, 

C\‘UI U’IICII unworthily bestowed. The later years of his 

life WCIT embittered by incurable disease, and from IS6I 
I 

Wil his tlerlth he was a helpleis cripple fr0m sciatic 
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rheumatism, though he had been partially crippled from 

early life. -But during the later years of his life he suf- 

fered intensely, and was bed-ridden, or at best only able 

to move about with the. aid of crutches, and that in great 

pain. But he bore his sufferings with a degree of patialce 

selclcm manifested in human esistence. He was always 

cheerful, always ready to receive calling friends and greet 

them in the old way so well known to them. This brighl 

and sunny temperament remained with him through all 

his sufferings, and he went to his grave as he had lived, 

trying to cheer and brighteii. the lives of others. He 

sei7-eel the pecple in different official capacities t\\-enty-one 

years I\-hile- living in Greene county, and his record as a 

citizen ancl official was without a blot or stain. 

In religious vielvs he was a believer in the doctrine 

of universal salvation, but was not intolerant of others’ 

vie\vs, and contributed liberally to the support of the 

gospel of lvliatevei- name. ilt the time #of his death he 

was a member of the Christian church. 

J,4MES MANAUGH CRAVENS. -2 

James ?Xanaugh Cravens, of Richland township, 

was born in Clark county, Indiana, April 13, 1.837. 
In about 1838 the family moved t,o Jefferson county, 

where he attended the public schools, working on his ~. ‘!I 
father’s farm during the summer months. 

:q 
In April, ‘22 

1862, he came to Greene county, locating one mile no,rth :jg 

of Bloomfield. In I899 he bought the place where he 

now lives, which was formerly owned by Abel J. Fausett. 
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k 
k+. )re niseS draft horses, Hereford cattle, mules and 
; 
!‘, several varieties of good hogs, besides, carrying 
k. 
fy 011 general farming. He was proprietor of a 
.>- tin,g store in Bloomfield for several years and ,taught sev- 

.’ 
i- 

enl terms of sChOO1 and was county commissioner for 

tits~ terms. He ha-s always been active in Democratic poli- 

- tics. I3e married Elizabeth Martin, of Jefferson count!-, 

-. Fi+o tlied in 1863. His second wife was Angelia ~1. 

: gt,clalcl-, a npidow’of Edward R. Buckner, of lvorthing- 

tijll. She died April j, 1899. He had no chiidren by 

id llis el-st wife, but had three by his seco,ncl, viz : John A., 

n rc:Ll estate’ dealer in Bloomfield, Indiana. He married 

cor;L 11’illiams. They have four children : Frank7 

T~~~,~Iws, George, il’Ia1-y; Carrie Cravens died at the age of 

- t,vc’llt~~-otte years. James D. was the third child of the 

p,ll,jc(:t. He married Emma Porter, of Greene co.untr-. 

~1~~~~~ ll:~ve four children : A4ngelia, James, Thomas ancl 

rr.,llC; ~ntnes D. has always been a farmer with his fath&. 

‘I’llc subject’s father was John C. Cravens, a native 

(, [ 1 t37nsylvania, and coming to Clark county, Indiana, 

,l,;irrictl Nancy Manaugh, of Wheeling, West Virginia. 

i, Jhl c. c ravens was a son of Samuel Cravnes, of Penn- 

F syl+;~nia, who married Mary Coleman. They came from 
; rctlnsylvania to Clark county, Indiana, in early youth, 

1 \~llcrc he followed teaching and farming and lvhere he 

k died. His wife died in Jefferson county. They had 

\ eight children. James RIanaugh, the subject’s grand- 

\ father, was a native of Ireland, who came to this country 
; wlm six years old and married Mary Hutchinson, of 

i- v irginia. 
I 

They mloved to Bethlehem, Clark county, in- 

t tlinnn. with their parents, where James followed his trade 
p 
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of cabinet maker. He also farmed. John C. Cravens 

had but little education, preferring to remain at home 

during his youth and take care of his parents. He went 

to Jefferson county, Indiana, in 1839, where he secured 

wild land, Tvhich he cleared and resided on until he died, 

~00~11 followed by his wife. They had twelve children, 

narnelJv : Mary Adeline, u-ho is single, living on the old 

homestead ; James $I., the subject ?f this sketch; Samuel 

C., a doctor at Bloonifielcl for many years, died Septem- 

ber 5, 1904; Henriet Angeline, widow of Lee A. Riley, 

living in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; John L., a real estate 

dealer, who lives in Linton ; Elizabeth, single, who lives 

on the old homestead; Thomas, a physician, who lives in 

Oklahoma City; Robert S., a drug-gist, living- at Roswell, 

New Mexico ; 1Villiam, a Presbyterian minister, living in 

Chandler, Oklahoma; Martha, single, living on the old 

homestead; Elmer, a physician, of Linton, and Milton, a 

physician of Arlington, Texas. 

~YILLL4M HENRY MANSFIELD. 

By ‘Alice Mansfield. 

The subject of this sketch resides at Bloomfield, In- 

diana, and was born September 7, IS&, on the old Rock 

Spring farm, about one mile east of Koleen, Greene 

county, where he grew to manhood. ,4t the age of 

twenty years he was employed as a clerk in a dry goods 

store by the firm of Maple & Company, at Iioleen. -4fter 
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k” 
i5$osle~~ . -e?r of service he bought the staore and went into 

jwiness for himself and has been m the mercantile busi- . 
r. 
rpcss ever since, covermg a period of about twenty-six 

:‘y”‘S. He was married to Alice Edington 011 hIarc 8, 

iJtB-4. To them were born three boys, Lester, Vactor and 

;vero. The last two named died when still quite yotlng. 

,,bster, the oldest of the family, and only surviving cllilcl, 

ia ,,oiv t~V~ellty-tllree years old, living at Bloomfield, ancl is 

$‘tmvelin, w salesman for the firm of Brinkmeyer, ~~~~~~~~ & 

! ~~~~~~~~~~~~ of Indianapolis. He was married to Dollie 

PIarch 12, 1904, and they have two sons, \liayne 

two and one-half years old, and Dale Augtlst, 

i’ 
L, \VilIinm Henry Mansfield’s father, w.hose name was 

; nlso \\‘i~~inm Hem-y Henry Mansfield, n-as born in Ohio, 

:. nntl c~;I~~~~ to Indiana in the lear 1830. He took part ill 

fl,e Civil Wal-, being a member of the Ninety-seventh 

Ill,li:ltl;L Volunteer Infantly, and died within twelve miles 

[,f Vi&sburg, when William H. Mansfield, junior, lvas 

~,tlt OIIC )mt- old. The subject’s mother, Jane Baker, jvas 

tilL’ tl;ltqhter of Robert and Sarah Baker, one of a family 

Yof t\vclvc children, nine boys and three girls. Ro,bert 

. Udicr-, IKI- father. was born in Tennessee and was at one 

: titlle coroner of the county; also a bear hunter, and kept 

; n pet bear in his home; this bear was very clisobecliellt 

to wxyone’ excepting “Uncle Bobby.” ~~Qell he lvas 

mnway frdm home it WOLI~C~ get LIP in the miclclle of the bed, 

ntltl no persuasion OI- commanding by the lvife coulcl in- 

‘dttce him to leave his comfortable position until his mas- 

ter returned ; then with many snarls allcl grolvls he was 

ejectec 1. .%-ah Christenbury, wife of Robert Baker, 1vas 
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from Virginia. They were members of the Baptist 

church. 

After the death of William Henry Mansfield his 

wife, Jane Baker Mansfield, was married to Jasper N. 

Hardisty, another veteran of the Civil war, who 

answered the last roll call nine years ago the twenty-eighth 

of September. 

t 

William Henry Mansfield, our subject’s paternal 

grandfather, Jacob Mansfield, was born in Germany in 

1774. His wife, Christina, in Switzerland. Jacob came 

with his parents to Pennsylvania in 1776, and later came 

to Indiana, settling near Robinson, Greene county, in 

1819. He was the father of twenty-one children. Riley .. 

Mansfield, themnineteenth in order of birth and the only 

surviving one of the family, is now living in a part of the 

old-fashioned double log house, with an entry between, : 

which was his grandfather’s home. “Uncle Jakey,“‘,: i 

as Grandfather Mansfield was commonly called, was a ., 

great bear hunter, and at #one time he entered a bear den -1 

with only a butcher’s knife as a weapon and carried away 1: 

two cubs and raised them for pets. In his religion he -i 

adhered to the Baptist faith, and an old legend~is handed ‘1 

down through the generations that at one time whenLIz; 

“Uncle Jakey” was washing his feet with the brethren hell 

said to the man nest to him, “I God, Brother Rollins, you -; 

draw my boots, and 1’11 draw yours.” He was a-major 3 

in the War of 1812, and also fought in the Black Hawk’: 

war; he died at the age of ninety-three. --% 5 
Alice Edington Mansfield, wife of our subject, was. :T 

born March 18, 1858, on what is still known as the old-2 

Edington farm, near Koleen, Greene county, I ndiana 

t 
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St,? \\-a~ a. daq+tel- of Thomas and Ursula Edin,gton, 

beillg one ,Of a family of eight children, two of l\lhom 

djecl in infancy. Those living are Lerqy IIr. Edington, 

,.,,-,a,- I<oleen ; Pearl McGlz+ughlin in Koleen ; 11’. 11:. Ed- 

lingtor~, in Bloolnfield, sheriff of Greene countp; Alice &A. 

3rnT~sfieIcI, Bloomfield ; E. Iv. Edington, deputy sheriff, 

Bloom~eId, and Leoaard Edington, near Koleen. 
4 --\lice Edington was raised on the farm and had her 

,\.its ~~~OLllld in the 01~1 Edingt,on school liouse nritll the 

~-tlillCqStO1l, Ashcraft alId Hardisty children, of \vllicll the 

C,,I~,l,lLlnity at that time was pi-illcipally made up. She 

cjl,rsC teaching as a profession and began at the t~ldel- 

ng:c (,f fifteen J-ears. She was the first lady teacher in 

J;,~~~~;~~II township, and had to take a girl friend \vith her 

(,,- 1,~ 111~ only woma1l at the township institutes,, n;hich 

,trL.l-c USII:~IIJ~ held at Oxensbul’g. She taught thirteen 
((‘1’111,< of sc11001, the first as a helper to another teacher, 

[(,I* tt\wty-five cents a day and the privilege of reciting 

Jlcl- f)\\vi lessotl, n-hidi she would prepare at night. She 
Il;tiI 111~ pleasuse in after years of seeing some of her 

jj~~l)ils Imome w-y important factors of Greelle coullty 

;111,1 dscn-here. 

‘l’lloma~ Edington, her father, was bon1 in Ohi,o and 

c;~mc to Greene county, Indiana, in 1,935. He was a’ 
farnicr 

1 
tltiring 

- 

occupation, but t aught in the public schools 

.e winter seasons . Three of his brothers, 

uilla and Edward, were in the war; Elijah was 

The ancestors of the Edington’s were from 

Some of the olcl Eclingtons were immensely 

id were quite iimpc jrtant factors in the Rsvolu- 

r, one being a maj OS. Their fortune was lost 
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bq’ loanitlg the government their money and taking what 

was called “contiliental money,“which was repudiated by 

the government and was not worth anything. It was 
said that o7le Edington had so much gold in a sack that 

his wife could not lift it from the floor. They very prop- 

’ erly belong to the middle class; as far as we have any 

kno\\ledge of them not one ever had to lie in jail or be 

p77nisi~zd for cl-ime, or beg for bread. 

Ursula (Sloore) Edington, mother of Mrs. Mans- 

field, ws of Scotch-Irish descent, born in Ohio; her par- 

ents, John I. and Penina Noore, both dying when she 

was quite young, she and one brother,.1V. R. Moore, be- 

ing all that is left of the family. They were raised by 

their grandparents, the Fe7-gusons, who were from Scot- 

land. 1\‘illiam R. Moore was a fifer in the Civil war, 

I\-as also a successful lawyer and a poet of some note, his 

Irish wit being clearly shown in his writings. The grand- 

mother of these children kept a wayside in71 in the time 

of stage coaches. Ursula was. marriecl tbo Thomas Eding- 

ton, and came to Greene cou7lty with him, where they set- 

tled on the above mentioned Edington farm in about 

ISj5.. 

It can t7:uly be said of some of ot7r fathers that they 

were the pathfinders of Greene county. They were not . 

esaetly the settlers of bear hunting times, but wheu the 

country w-as still a wilclerness and w&l hogs .ancl tur- 

keys were the principal meat, and log-rolling and house- : ~. 
raising, flas-pL7llinu b, quilting and husking-bees the only 

amusements. Our mothers were the Pricillas of the ” 

county, as they helped to pull the flax; then break, -. 

“sct7tch” and “hackle” it; then their Tohn A41clens xould 



,i-llile they wOLU~C~ It on a distaff to be: spun by them 

little spinning x-heel into thread to be woven into 

uses about the home. Our mother’s 

wheel is being kept as a relic and is the 

,c,nP,-+lr of Alice Mansfield. 

JOHN STEWART. 

T-Tdtling worthy prestqe among his fellolv citizells 

of ~rccrie cOLll7Q, Indiana, the subject of this <article has 

rjcllij, camed the respect and confidence of those \iritl7 

F 
wllnl,l IIC has been brought into contact. F$or many vears 

i, 
Ilc Il:~s Imn actkely identified with the -material interests 

k 
of 1Ili.i; I)art of the state, contributing also to its advance- . 

lllcllt ~tlucat~onally and morally, but now in the esreuing 

F nf 3 1% 0- alld arduous life, after retiring from actilre 

c j);~rf icipatioll it1 the affairs of men, he is spellding the 

rcsitlttc of his days in the enjoyment of that rest and 

/ qrlic1ittlC tn wl71Ch 111.5 efiorts So well entitle him. 
i‘ 
; John Stewart is a native of Washington county, 

B “- pct7llsylvania, awl one of eight children. whose parents, 

:., \\iilliaI71 and Martha (McMun) Stewart, l\:fye also 1~0~1 

is, 
5. 

ant1 reared in the state of Pennsylvania. The subject’s 
; paternal grandfather was a Pennsylvania farmer and a 

I ^r soldier in the War of IQIz.,, He spent the greater part 

of his life in the state of his nativity and there died a 

7: number* of years ago, honored and esteemed by a large 

circle of neighbors and friends. William Stewart was 

I also a tiller of the soil and f;ollowed that calling in Penn- 
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Sylvania until 1842, when he moved to 1Vashingtofi 

county, Ohio, thence in 1866 changed his residence tb- 

Greene county, Indiana, where he spent the remainder of j 1 
his days, departing this life Septen>ber 16, 1876, his wife 

preceding him to the grave in October of the previousI 

year. 

John Stewart was born May 17, 1830, and spent the 

first twelve years of his life on the family homestead jn 

Pennsylvania, accompanying his parents to Ohio in I&+2. 

In such subscription schbols as his native county afforaed i 

he obtained the rudiments of a practical education and 1 

after moving to Ohio attended at intervals during the 1 

I\-inter seasons the public schools until completing the i 4 

course of study then in vogue. In the meantime he was $ 

taught the lessons of industry and frugality on the home .; 

farm and attended to the duties of the same until 1865, ‘! 

when he responded to the country’s call for volunteers by 2 

enlisting in Company F, One Hundred and Seventy--ninth .z 

Ohio Infantry, with which he served until the latter part j 

of the same year, his command the meanwhile participat- .! 

ing in several battles and minor engagements, the most 2 

important of which being the actions at Nashville and -3 

Franklin, Tennessee. After his discharge Nr. Stewart l 

resumed farming in Ohio, but the f,ollowing year removed m-j 

to Indiana and purchased eighty acres of land in Greene -=$ 

county, only a small part of which was improved. To-: 

the clearing and developing of this place he 1101~ de&ted,. 

his energies, and in clue time reduced his land to a SLIC- 

cessful state of tillage, besides aclding to it at intervals 

until the tract was increased to dne hundred and forty ,; 

acres, which he has improved with gotocl buildings and ” 
; 



i 

( In February 3, 1859, was solemnized the marriage 

(,f Mr. Stewart and Mary -4nn Johnson, daughter of Evil- 

1 i am Johnson. To this union were born three children, 

\\.llose names are given? as. follows : Margaret E., de- 

cc:wxl ; Martha E., now the widow of Sherman Blivens, 

Il:~s three chilclren living : Asenath L., married O\\:en 

I’,uzzartl, of Linton, and is, now the mother of two chil- 
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converted into one of the finest country hornest$ads in 

Richland township. On this place he lived and thrived 

for a period of thirty-five years, at the expiration of 

\l+ich time he dispo,sed of his farm and purchased a com- 

fortable and commodilous home in Bloomfield, where, as 

already indicated he is now living a life of honorable 

retirement, respected and esteemed by all who know him. 

3lr. Stewart was a model farmer, who cultivated the soil 

according t.0 the most approved and modern methods, 

and by good management, consecutive industry and econ- 

(~m~r succeeded in amassing a competency for his declin- 

ing years. being at this time in independent circumstances 

\vitll a sufficiency of this world’s goods to render his fu- 

ture free from care. 

tllT11. 

Mrs. Stewart departed this life June 2, 1868, atld 

011 February 10th of the following year Mr. Stewart 

chose a second wife in the person of Susan Hopkins, ~110 

bore him one child, Joseph R’illiam, who was called to 

the silent land June 28, 1S87, being at the time of his 

8; .death just sixteen years and a few konths old. 
t F 
I 
,:’ 

Mr. Stewart is a Republican in politics and in reli- 

,;> 
fG<‘. 

gion subscribes to the creed of the United Presbyterian 

A e.. church, to which body his parents belonged, as-does also 

-- ---- 
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his. wife. Thus briefly has been set forth the leading 

facts of the career of one of Greene county’s most praise- 

worthy citizens. He has led a life full of activities and is 

now rounding out a career of honor and usefulness, Iiving 

quietly in his commodious home in Bloomfield, where he 

is surrounded by all the comforts that ample means can 

suggest. I 

WILLIAM GORDON. 

William. Gordon was a native of Monroe county, 

Indiana, born June 21, 1835. He was the son of James 

and Martha (Marshall) Gordon. His father was an 

early settler in Monroe county, coming from South Car- 

olina. The mother was a native of Monroe county. On 

coming to Greene county they settled. in Taybor township, 

where they lived until his death in 1880, and her death 

occurred in Nebraska in 1902. They were both mem- 

bers of the Presbyterian church. In politics he was an 

adherent to Republican principles. 

They had six children born to them-Jl’illiam, 

Hugh, Riley, ,41x1 G., wife of James Carey, of Nebraska; 

Sarah J., wife of John Hogue, of Nebraska, and Nancy 

F., wife of Joseph Erwin, now living in Nebraska. 

1Villiam, the subject Iof our sketch, was raised on a 

farm in Monroe and Greene counties. Like all those who 

lived in that day, their educational facilities were sqme- 

what limited, but he availed himself of the advantages 

the common schools of the time afforded, and obtained 

a fair education. He remained at home until after his 

-_7 --I--- 
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L mnrriage, Ivhich occurred April 7, 1872, with Angeline 

w- c,,” philfil% da% dter of Alvin and Sarah Jane (Hattabaugh) 

gc- phill@’ She .was a native of Greene county, of lvhich 

,$ her preIjts were early settlers, and was born March 9,‘. 

g& 163;. ~0 >,II-. and Mrs. Gordon were born three cl~il- 

$$ r dren-- E:lnma, wife of John Scarbrough, who now lives 

‘. in Se,vljerr>‘, Indiana. TO them were born three chil- 
;. 

llvrtle, Ora Lee and Milclrecl; Rena L., wife of (lral, A , 

R,,ljcI-t lrccai11. TO them came one chilcl, Francis. They 

’ t: live ill JSlnora ; and Eva, wife of George Kidcl, now li\-es 

p., in ~l~mifield. 

i: +.\ ftcl- >,Ir. and &It-s. ~Villiam Gordon were nlarrie(l 
@ L. tl,cY iwietliately went. 0811 a farm in Taylor ~OWIIS]I~~, 

!T lrr],ic]] ]lc improved, making it a desirable home rluring 
g:. 
,: [li$ life. Here they lived, bel,ovecl by a host of friends 

Rlld tlcigl+orsJ until his death; Which occurrecl Octoj>er 
.a= 

30, ltpo. I-Ie was an earnest, consecrated Christian, ;\ 

I .. f;~i{llf1ll illld consistent member of the Presbyterian 

c ol,,ll-~:l-~. He was a loving husband, a kind and inclulgent 

~;llll(‘I’, ;uncl had made provision for future days, ~~liich 

[(,I. ~0nic reason he was not permitted to live and enjoy. 

~-ii!: 1~itlow now lives in’ Bloomfield and is a member of 

. . t~,~ I<;@ist church. He was a Republican in politics and 
i, 
;z- 3 111anlm ,of the Idependent Order of Odd Fellows. 
.’ 
h. MI-: Gordon has an honorable,record also, and was 

\~ cm of the brave defenders of the Union in the Civil \\-ar. 

F- 011 IIay 2, 1864, he enlisted in Company I(, One Hun- 

f~ i clrctl and Thirty-third Regiment of the Indiana Volun-. 

tccr Infantry. This regiment happened to be one of 

‘I short enlistmeiitj for it was organized for a special pur- 

pox, but OUT subject remained with it until an honorable 
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discharge was made in Indianapolis, September 5, 1S63. 

The chief event in the career- of this regiment was its 

engagement in the raid of John Morgan through south- 

ern Ohio and Incliana. It followed him ;hrough almost 

his entire raid. This record gave him the right to show 

his loyalty to the Union cause, as he became a member 

of the Grand Army of the Republic organization. 

Nr. Gordon was called to his long home in the very 

prime of life, much to the regret of all who knew him. 

He seemed to be just ready to be able to do a vast amount 

of good, for his influence ‘was of that strong, sterling 

character capable of bein, m f&t wherever his heart and 

hand touched. 

4 

JOHN JONES BA4LLARD. 2 
3 3 

Xof to know the subject of this sketch is to argue 

oneself unknown in Greene county, for he is one of the 

honored and representative citizens of this section of the ’ 

state, having, made his home here all his life, over the ’ :i 
psalmist’s allotted three-score j;ears, having been prom- ‘1 

inently identified with the material and civic advancement ..+ 

and upbuildin, c of the county and city of ‘Ilrorthington, 

and he has ever stood- for loyal and public-spirited citi- ‘- 

zenship, impressin, m his personality on the community 

where his activities have been confined because of the z 

high standard of his living. 

John J. Ballard was born in Greene county, Indiana, ‘T. 

December 2, 1841, the son of Benjamin C. and Cather- i 

ine (Stalcup) Jones. Catherine Stalcup was first married 1 
.1;: 
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to John Jones, of Greene county, and his death occurred 

within a few years, and to this union were born two chil- 

dren, Margaret J., widow of C. C. Howe, of Worthing- 

ton, and a daughter who died young. The former’s first 

marriage was to Ellen Fry, of Kentucky. Col- 
onel James Ballard , grandfather of the subject, was one 

of the most prominent residents of Shelby county, Ken- 

tucky, for over fifty years, having served in the legisla- 

ture of that state. He raised the following children : 

Thomas, Harrison, Benjamin, father )of the subject; &An- 

drew J., Bland and Pauline. Thomas remained single. 

I-Iarnson has sis children. Benjamin C., father of the 

subject, n-as born January I, 1806, in Shelby’ county, 

[{entucky. He follo8wecl farming there until 1837, \\;hen 

11~ came to Indiana, buying land in Highland to\vnship, 

Greene county, rearing the following children : James 

1;. \vas the eldest; Thomas E. was a soldier in the vnion 

;tnny and was killed in the battle of Baton Rouge, LOU- 

isi;llla ; Benjamin H . ; Susan, the widow of JVilliam Stal- 

clip, now of \I-orthington ; Catherine, the wife ,of Lot 

()\vcn, both dead ; John J., our subject, was the.fii-st child’ 

of Benjamin C. Ballard’s second wife. His other. child 

was Ellen, the wife of David H. 1Vile$i The father of _ 

tile subject passed away October 4, 1844, Andrew J: - 

Ballard, a brother of the subject’s father, ,married Fan- 

nie Thruston and they had three sons and one daughter, 

namely : Charles T., a graduate of Yale; Samuel T. ; R. 

C. Ballard Thurston, and Abby, who was a student at 

Vassar, now deceased. Charles T. and Samuel T. are 

members of the firm of Ballard & Ballard Mills at Louis- 

ville, Kentucky. Bland Ballard was appointed judge of 

34 * 
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the federal court by President Lincoln and served until 

his death. He was the father of the following children: 

Austin, Bland, Jr., Mary, Fannie and Susan. 

The early life of John J. Ballard was spent ,011 his 

father’s farm and in attending the commbn schools, where 

he made proper use of his time, later attending the graded 

schools at Point Commerce. His thirst for kno\\lIedge 

not being- satisfied, he entered Franklin College in 1S73, 

from which he graduated with honor in 1S7S, since lvhich 

, 

time he has been engaged in farming and stlock raising, at 

I\-hich he has been eminently successful. He is in posses- 

sion of the valuable tract of land owned by his father, 

\I-hich has remained in the Ballard family for seventy 

years. It consistst including what the mother added after ’ 

the death of her husbands of five l~unclrecl and forty acres, 

three hundred and fifty of which are uncler the plow, a 

large portion of the farming land being situated along the 

1\-hi te River. The present owner has devoted much at- 

tention to this farm and sparecl no pains in keeping the 

soil in a high state of productiveness, using some corn- 

mercial fertilizers, but depending largely on clover, rye 

and -timothy, which he turns under to enrich the soil. 

Most all the grain raisedbn the place is fed by him to cat- G 

tle and hogs. His judgment in the selection of good stock 

lof all kinds is not excelled in Greene county. He keeps 

the ;ibercleen An,ous cattle, Poland China hogs and other 

good breeds. H e 1 3uys some stock cattle and prepares 

both cattle and hogs for market and his shipment of cat- 

tle in rgoG topped the market at Indianapolis. I\Ir. Bal- 

lard also owns one hundred and sixty acres of as fine 

land as can be found in Greene county, adjoining the 
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cOvoI-ate limits of kb’orthington, -where he has resided 

for tile past seven years, and on which he has erected one 

of the finest residences III the state of Indiana, a. portrait 

of li~~~ic~~ will be fotuld in. connection herewith. It is 

tl,,,ro&~y modern both in style and workmanship, be- 

ing finished in fine hardwoods, wild cherry, maple and 

ljlnck walnut, all sawed from trees which grel\r on his 

f:,r-rtl, the finisllin, m being equal to that seen in the best 

,-csi(lcltces of the large cities, being the best that call be 

n,atlc from these fine varieties of trees. The entire lluuse is 

~,f-:,tctl by a 1% ‘mh-grade system of hot water. A well ar- 
m,lgc(l cemented basement extends under the entire house, 

Ccsr,s;~tj~~g of an ample coal room, a laundry, large clq+ng 

rimIll, an immense fruit room. and a furnace room, toll- 

t;li,,ill(r a moderil heating plant of the best quality. Jl’a- 
tel. I)rivilcges are to be found here equal to the best in the 

city, cvcry convenience being up-to-date. Ventilatioll has 

l,C~lj carried to perfection in every part of the house. 

‘lSilC spcious parlors, dining room, living room and guest 

rl,:ll~~l~cr-s are models cof perfection. The roof is of the 
l,cs1 glade of slate, and, standing as it does 011 an emi- 

II(‘IICC above the city, this magnificent residence is indeed 

imposing. ancl from it one rnaj 7 gain as beautiful a pan- 

O~‘;IIII:L as can be found in the state, commanding as it 

(lots a scene of miles and miles. of rich and highly jm- 

pt-ovccI agricultural estates and the well laid-out city of 

\\‘orthington. ~4 fine gl~ove of natural grolvth is to be 

seen some distance away on an elevated k~loll on >fr. Ral- 

lard’s farm, aroupd which js the richest of prairie lancl, 

the greater part of which is covered lvjth a Iusurious 

growtll of timothy and clover. There is also a smaller 

lml- , ,-- ,,. 
..- 
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but not less beautiful grove just north #of his residence 

which adds greatly both to the comfort and beauty of the 

place. It xould be hard for one to find a -pleasanter 

place in \vhich to spend the declining years of one’s ac- 

ti\-e and useful life than that of our subject, and to know 

that it \vas lobtained not through the laqess of another, 

but by the inclustq- of the owner, would add nzucl~ to the 

comforts of such envied surroundings. 

Mr. Ballard u-as happily married in 1898 to Florence 

Owen, the accomplished daughter of H. E. and El&- 

beth (Reid) Owen, both natives of Kentucky, who later 

moved to bloq-an county, Indiana, where they spent their 

lives loii a farm. Mr. Owen’s people came from Sorth 

Carolina to Greene county. There were two brothers in 

the Civil \var from the Reid family. Two exceptionally 

bright and inter&tiiig- children have added sunshine alld 

cheer to the Ballard home. They are Florence Elizabeth, 

born April 16, rgoo, and \Vayne Owen, born January 

22, 1904. Both the subject and lvife are members of 

the Christian church. The former leas g-reatly interested 

as a4 lofFicial of general Sunday school x-ork for a period 

of ten years. Politically Mr. Ballard is a Republican, 

but he has never sought public office. Ho,wever, he is al- 

n-ays xillitig to lend a helping hand to further any cause 

looking to the advancement of his county or the uplifting 

of his community. He was appointed by the commission- 

ers as an appraiser of real estate for one clistrict, and was 

at one time on the aclvisosry hoarcl of Hi,ohland and Jef- 

ferson townships. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eallarcl are not only highly esteemed 

by all who know them for their upright and well ordered. 
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,’ ~i\.es, IJut thejr have aIS0 ~011 the hearts of all their neigh- 

. borj nntl friends through their kindness ,3f heart and has- 

: p 
italit?, taking pricle in making visitors feel at home, and 

1 c~iq~CllSil~~ b UOOCI xi11 ZlllCl gOOC1 cheer t0 eveq- Ogle witll 

f, ,vi,,-,rll the!- come in contact. 

,,. 
I -_ 
k, 

h. r /;!1)p~- is the man ~110 SO shapes his life that he can 

:- tnl(t. ;, I-et I-ospective view ,of the whole course ;tncl fin(l 

I It,c,-cil~ 110 I~leniisl~ Of noble aims and high ideals, I\-hose 

‘ei)\llm;\g’c ;tntl nmliness have al\Va~-S been above reproach, 

n,,rl \,.110. at the close Of a long and eniinentl\- successful 

i C:,,.c.l.~-, I-ct ii-cs from the active arena with the affkction and 
> 
p 

l’cs,,~~c~ CJ[ all n-ho know him. 

f J’f 
SLlCll has been the simple 

, r s[oI-!- of the well kllOn71 gentleinan ant1 public-spir- 
L ilrtl ritizcll \Y~I,OSC name appears above, I\:hose influence 

~\‘ct- been eserted on the side of right and X&O, as 

4 (,11~ r~f tllc noted me11 Of his day and generation in B!ooln- 

ficltl, is entitled to a conspicuous place among those’\T.ho 

/l:,\,c gi\wl character and stability to the city and Tyon 

for ii I~ntmrable repute among the most enteyrising arid 

prqycssi\~e cities omf the state. 

R. E. Eve&-h, a native of Greene county, Incliana, 

: was lmm at Hoomfielcl. August ao, I&@, the ~011 of JO- 

SC~II 11’. and Joanna (Shaw) Eveleigh, the ‘father a na- 

tivc of Ireland and the mother said to ha\-e been the first 

white fcrmle child born in the county of Greene. Joseph 
Evcleigh left the Emerald Isle at the age of tn:enty years, 

. 
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and after a brief residence in Montreal, Canada, w&t to 

Louisville, Kentucky, where he followed the trade of sad- 

dler until his removal to Greene county, Indiana, a few 

years later. On coming to this state he started a shop in 

Bloomfield. where he worked at his chosen calling- for a 

number of J-ears, subsequently opening- a house fDr the 

entertainment of the traveling public, I\-hich he conductetl 

during the forty years ensuing, his tavern the meantime 

becoming widely known as a popular resort and the pro- 

prietor as a man possessing all the characteristics essen- 

tial to the makeup of a jell!-, accommoclating host, who 

spared nothing in ministering to the comfort and \vel- 

fare of his guests. At the expiration of the period indi- 

cated Mr. Eveleigh disposed of his hotel and retired to 

property in Bloomfieltl, which he had prel-iowl!- pul-- f 

chasetl. I\-here he spent the remainder ,oi his da~3, depart- : 

ing this life in the year 1898, honored and respected by all ,j 

with whom he came in contact. He was married in the 

latter place and reared a family of fix children, only 
i 

: 

two of whom are living---R/It-s. Anna E. Greeves, of i 

Blooming-ton, and R. E. Eveleigh, whose name furnishes ‘1 

the caption of this review. -:$4 

The early lifk of the subject was spent in Bloomfield, 
:g 
-7 

and after completing the course of the city schools he 
3 

? 

supplemented the training thus rectivecl by entering the 

State University, where he prosecuted his studies and re- 

searches until 1869, when he was graduated with an hon- 

orable record as a painstaking and conscientious student. ‘1 

On finishing his scholastic course he engaged as a drug 

clerk at different places, and to this line devoted six years, 
j 

during which period he became familiar with every detail -Gj 
.s 
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of the business and earned an enviable repute as a skill- 

ful pharmacist. Meanwhile Mr. Eveleig-h tool; an active 

interest in matters political and it was not long until he 

became one of the recognized Republican leaders in 

Greene county. Ijis activity in behalf of the cause he es- 

poused both as a safe and reliable counselor in party 

deliberations and as a judicious and influential \vorker 

ill the ranks, led in Grant’s administration to his appoint- 

ment as postmaster at Bloomfield, which position he held 

during that administration, discharging his duties of the 

office in a capable and eminently satisfactory manner and 

earning the reputation of an accommodating and popular 

p&lic servant. IVhile holding the office he purchased a 

IveIl estabhshed drug house m Bloomfield, which he con- 

tinued to manage until 1907, when he disposed of the 

I,~lsiness and retired from active life to enjo,y the rest 

;lll(I quietude to which his long and strenuous career so 

jUStl)T entitles him. 

As above indicated, Mr. Eveleigh is tone of the rep- 

I-w.xtative Republicans of Greene county, but despite 

jlis activity and influence as a politician he has never been 

;~II aspirant for office, the postmasteiship coming to him 

ill recognition of services rendered the party and not by 

any solicitation on his part. The only elective office he 

e\rer held was that of township trustee, in which capacity * 

he continued four years, discharging the duties of the 

office with the accustomed energy and business-like man- 

ner characteristic-of every enterprise he undertakes. 

Mr. Eveleigh is a firm believer in the truths of re- 

vealed religion, and his life closely conforms to the teach- 

ings of the Presbyterian church, which represents his 

creed. He is an earnest and active member of the Bloom- 

.“._. -, ,_” 1  ..1.6 
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field congregation, in which for ten j-ears he has held the 

office of elder, ancl in addition thereto is a leader and 

teacher in the Sunday schlool, much of the success of 

which is due to his labors and self-denying consecrate;1 

efforts. 

In November of the year 1833 Mr. Eveleigh entered 

the marriage relation with Emma Freeland, daughter of 

Dr. 11’illiam Freeland, of Bloomfielcl, the union result-. 

ing in the birth of one child, a son by the name of Carl 

F., who is QOW a freshman in the State VniversiQ- and a 

~~oung man of fine mincl who gives promise of a bright 

and dist&uished future. 

Robert E. Lyons, a nephew of the subject and- son 

of Air. Eveleigh’s sister, is an alumnus of the State Uni- 

versity, is at the head of the chemical department of that 

institution, and is recognized as one of the ripest scholars 

and most thorough scientists in the list of professors 

within the great state of Indiana to look after the educa- 

tional interests of its young men and \yomen. He is a 

warm friend of Dr. Blatchlq-, state geologist. and has 

been associatecl with that eminent scholar in prosecuting 

much of the scientific Ivork for which the ofice calls. 

The subject is a Mason and a member of the Inde- 

pendent Order of Odd Fellou-st owns one hundred and 

sist)- acres of land in the county and is secretary of the 

Bloomfield Building and Loan Associationt is a charter 

member of the Plli Psi of Indiana University. 

Thomas AI. Ryan, head oi the firm ‘of T. 11. Ryan Ss 

Son, funeral directors and house furnishers, of Bloom- 

-/i 7, i a,, .-. “, ,-, .l..lll.-.l‘ , 
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) fieltj, IntIim~, traces his atwstors to Irelat~cl, his pater- 

: nal grdparellts ha\-ing- lived t!lere during theit- etltit-e 

liCCS. 
Their son, T~O~WIS Jefferson Ryan, was raised itI 

xe\\- \-Ol-lc, where he received a fairly good edttcatiotl 

g, anrj lent-ttecl the saclcllet-J trade at Bloomington, Itltliatla. 

)!ftet- the death *of his father he came with his t~~otl~er 

8ncl tllc rest of the childt-et1 to Monroe county, Itdiat~~, iti 

i 

nr, enrl!O day, I\-here his mother died. Then he studied 
f,,r tile ~llitlistl-JT ant1 n-as confinned in 1838. He preached 

; in, tltc l[etltoclist churches for lnatly years at Bloon~fieltl, 

k . x’c\t* ;\l~xtny, in Greene cottnty awl in different places ; iti 

lilcr, ;,]I c,~‘ct- southern Indiana, 211 Old circuit rider. Latet- 
. . 

i,t liic lte practtcetl tneclicitie with equal sttccess. He wts 
\yc[ 1 [,,‘(I fnvorably kllOu71 tlll~OLlgli0ut several cntttlties. 

;y II (. \\‘;Ls ;I 1Yliig and a l~ron~itiet~t Mason. tie\-otitlg t~~tt& 

bp [ifjl(l [I) lodge 11.otk He mu-rietl AtIt1 Iliff. a tlatii-e of 

F (11 ii,), \\.lto (lied it1 ALtgttst, 1863. He survived his Irife 
z lrrlt;l October, 1863. They had seven chilclt-et1 : ?da t-- 

prct \\:a~ the wife of U’. J. Cogswell. She died iti 1907. 

~\\,~tt tlictl at Rnosulle, Tennessee, in 1S63, lvhile a ll~em- 

l,cla of tlte Fifth IIIC~~~IKI Ca~alt->-. ~\‘illiatn B., ~vllo is lil-- 

t i!lg in Tnclianapolis, is a practicing- physician? atIc lvas 
g 
1.: 

;t ttwnl~er of Company D. Thirteenth Indiatla Cal-all-y, 

z: scr\ritig during the war. Laura, deceased, married Ct-a- 

vcn I-Tuclsotl. They lived in Coryclon, Indiatla. He lvas 

b2 itI the Sixty-third Indiana Volunteer 1nfantt-y. Thomas 
k> IL., subject of this sketch. Mary, n-iclow of llTesley Jfo- 

Idey. lives at Hat-tsville, Indiana. Alice, who tnat-riecl a 

k ‘h/It-. J\Tisetmatl, is now- deceased. 

Thotnas 14. RI-an xas born April 2, 1850~ itI Bed- 

ford. Tncliatia. where he received a cotmtmotl school ecltt- 
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cation. He has quite a war record, having enlisted in 

February, 1S63, in Company A, One Hundred and For- 

tieth Indiana Volunteer Infantry. He was in thq bat- 

tles of Franklin, Tennessee, and Fort Fisher. He took 

care of army supplies at the battles of I<ingstont Raleigh, 

Xorth Carolina, and was at the battles of Torn Creek and 

Sash\-ille, and was in other engagements and skirmishes ; 

also was u?th Sherman on his march to the sea. He uqs 

active in assisting to organize several companies before he 

elllisted. He was discharged Jul>- 24, 12465, hczving 

served all thmilgh the w.\:af as a private. AAfter the \var 

he located in Eedforcl, Indiana, where he learned the cab- 

inet maker’s trade. In IS71 hc imr-riecl Lillie IX. El- 

clridge. of that place. She was the daughter of Solonm,~ 

and Fannie (Beaver) Elclridge, the former a native of 

Sort11 Carolina and the lattei: of Eenton county, Indiana. 

Solomon, who came to Indiana when he \\-a~ t\venty-one 

J-ears ‘old with his pnrents, was a chair maker, alld lo- 

cated in Bedford in 1836, where he followed his trade. 

The>- were both members of the Presbyterian church. He 

died in IS70 and his wiclow in ISgO. They hnd seven 

children-Daniel, Jennie, Mary, 1Villiam, Alice, Emma 

and Lillie. 

From IS69 to IS~I Thotnas Ml. Ryan lived in Chi- 

cago, where he worked at his trade until he lost all his 

effects in the great fire of that year. He then went to 

Intlianapolis, n-here lie remained until IS77, n-lien he Ivent 

to EIoondielcl and was foreman for E. I?. 1\‘illianis in a 

planing mill for one year. In I&S he started a furniture 

store and undertaking business in Bloon~fielcl, which busi- 

ness he has since conducted. In rS9g he took his Son in 

I 
f 
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p- 
fi as p..rtrler and started as an undertaker in Bedford in 

rg6. He has an extensive business. He never held of- 

‘. fi.e, but has always been a stanch Republican. He is a 

v mer,,l,er of the Bloomfield post of the Giand Army. of the 

; ~eprlbiic and has held all the offices of the post, having 

‘.- mr, commander during the past two years. He joinecl 

: tt,c rildepenclent Order of Odd Fellows in rS$ ~IICI llas 

,, t,clcl ;I~~ the offices in the lodge. He is now financial set- 

,. rrtnr)*. He is a member of the Presbyterian church and 

in V,.,-!’ popular in Bloomfield. 

lrl-. ant1 Mrs. Ryan have the’ follo~wing chilclrell : 

\\‘j]li;~~ll I-I., a partner with his father in Bloomfield ; 

~,,,lliC I’.. :I steam fitter in Duluth, 3,Iillnesota ; .~;l-a,,l~ 11.: 

,I 
n ~r-~lvcli~~g salesman in xew York; Mabel and Emma 

at home. 

I, ” 

” JAMES BURCHAM. 

;*- 

-[;lliies Burchani, of Taylor township, was born 

= ~rlIdl 31. ISlcj, in the same county where lie nolv resides 

.L~ nlltl it,lux-e he received only a limited schooling, renlaiu- 
‘Z, 
‘t: 

ill:: ;it home until he enlisted, November 15. 1S6.4, in the 

t Sixth Illdiana Cavalry, later changed to Company F. He 

? scrvcd mostly in Tennessee, and was in the battle of 

!- Nashville and did scout duty and looked after govern- 
mcnt property. He was discharged September 1.5, 1865. 

He has long been a member of the Grand Anq of the 

Republic, and has always voted the Republican ticket. 

After the war he lived in his old community for sev- 

. 
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era1 years and then moved to Ta>*lor township. Ii-here he 

has since resided on a good farm of one hundred 211~1 

sixty acres, over eight)- acres of \\,hicli are iu CLlltiva- 

tion. He carries 011 general farming and stock raisitlg, 

al~v;a~-s keeping a number of horses, cattle and hogs. 

W e n-as married to Isabelle Coppin, a nati\-e of 111~ 

cliana. 2nd a daughter ,of Joseph nnci Sarah Coppin, ]~a- 

ti\-es of Ohio, \vho came to Greene comty in ISGI ant1 ]& 

cated in Riclilmtl ton-nship on 2 farm u.liere the>- both 

died. The subject has fil-e children Ii\-ing- and t\vo dead. 

They n-ere : Lolo incl Georgie, both tleceasetl ; Rnlli~l, 

n-ho married ;~lim Carroll on Septe1llbel- 22. 1S94. Tliejv 

li\*e in Ta!.lor ton-nship and ha\-e the iollon-ing children ; 

Xary, Brautley, Goldie, James, Minnie and Gales. >~e 

is a farmer and j\-Ol-rcs the old hoixesteacl for his father. 

Frank, the fourth son, liI?es at home : Joseph also lives at 

home . 
/‘x 

, Almina is the wife of Harley Bucker. of Taylor 

towiship; Viola is a teacller, living at home. 
_ 

The subj,ect is the son of Robert ant1 Sarnh (Roach) 

Burcham, the former of Xorth Carolina and the latter 

of East Tennessee. Robert cxme west lvith his father, 

James Burcham, in ISIS? when the former was onlp six 

years old. They secured one hunclred and sisty acres of 

government land in Greene count>-, Intliam, u-here James 

lived until his death. 

\ The father of the subject first married ;\Iiss Dob- 

bins. They hacl four children, namely : John died in 

infancy; AAlnlins, cleceasetl, \l‘llo married Lel-i Hanna : 

Joseph, who was in Company H, Fort>--third Iucliana 

Volunteer Infantry, serving as second lieutenant. He 

died at Evansville, Indiana ; 11’illiam J. was in the same 
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corI,pnII~ \\*ith his brother. He was in prison’ for nearly 

c:. a ,,,==,- iI1 Tyler, Texas. He returned ho,me and died 
i_ . 
i:’ 
B there. The following are the names of the children by 

i. -solol~m~l Eurcham’s second wife : John died in infancy a 

$. g Jn”‘- sul>ject of this sketch; Andrex, contractor ant; 

l,uil(lcr at Kelso, IVashington ; Frances, who married 
r Robcl-t Copik of Richland township; Rollin, a farmer, 

lifrillg in Butler COL1lltyt Arkansas; Henry, a farmer, liv- 

illg Ilear the old homestead; Emily Jane, ~110 is living 

,,cc,I- IleI- brother Henry ; Josephine, who married David 

~cl;crma~~, oi Richland township ; Morton, a real estate 

tlc;,lcl- in Kelso, Oklahoma. 

DAAVID CHAKDLER ROLACH. 

‘[‘llere* xere only three houses i-n Indianapolis and 

I,,~~~;IIIs and wild animals infested the dense forests lvhere 

tllc I)resent city stands when Sarah (Wailer) i\iIesseqert 

lllc g,-atldmother of the subject of this sketch, cam@.to 

lr,(linlla lvith her parents from Pennsylvania, and others 

(,f his ancestors located in the state while it was yet 

i,,ll;lI,itetl principally by the red men and denizens 
of the uncut forests. Our subject’s maternal grandfa- 

tiler, David C. Messenger, a native of Maryland, \vent 

to Pennsylvania when a young man and there married 
L 

Sarah ‘\Valler. They first went to Coshocton county, 

Ohio, and to Greene county, Indiana, in 1829, lvhere he 

took L~I unimproved land and worked at farming, also 

following his trade as carpenter and cooper. Both he and 
t. 
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his wife lived there.until their death. He was’s Repub- 

lican. They were members of the separate Baptist 

church. They had nine children, namely: Henry, Da- 

vid, Eli, John, Elisha, Hannah, Rachael, Mary ad 

Pariah. 

The subject’s paternal grandfather was Joshua 

Roach, a native of N:orth Carolina, who married Mar- 

garet Goad, a native of Tennessee. In 1829 they came 

to Greene county, Indiana, and settled in Richland tomn- 

ship, where they bought n-ilcl land, cleared it and made 

such a pleasant home that they spent the remainder of 

their li\:es there. He was-a Democrat, and both he and 

his \I-ife were members of the Baptist church. They hacl 

three sons and fi\-e daughters. 

The subject’s father was Henry Roach. He was 

born in Tennessee, August IO, rSz3. Although he re- 

ceived a very limited education in the pioneer schools of 

“those clays, he studied at home and was able to teach 

schodl. He had an excellent war record, having enlisted 

in the United States army when he was seventeen years 

old for the purpose of taking part in the Mesican war. 

He served during part of the campaign in Mexico, but 

n-as taken sick and came home. He had a Mexican land 

grant and in IS j2 sexred one hundred and sixty acres .; 

of land in Jasper county, Illinois. In 1837 he came b&k ! 

to his old home in Indiana, where he worked on a farm -1 

until August, 1861, when he enlisted in Company C, y 

Forty-third Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, was ‘,: 

commissioned first lieutenant, and was in several hard .$ 

battles. He was badly hurt by a fall and was discharged .q 

for clisabiIit~- in 186j. After the war he lived in Taylor -! 
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to\\-nship, Greene county, Indiana, where he farmed until 

his death, February I, 12397. He was a Democrat and 

later a Republican. Both he and his wife were members 

of the Church of God. They were highly esteemed in 

their neighborhood. She died July 4, 1899. To them 

lvere born the foll’owing children: David C., the subject 

of this sketch; Joshua died in boyhood; Margaret J., who 

married Thomas Acton, of Jasonville, Indiana ; John Lin- 

coln, a farmer in Jackson township, Greene county, In- 

diana, n-ho married America Boaz; Samuel S., who was 

#one of the best school teachers in Greene county, diecl 

in 1906; Mary Frances married 1iilliam Ruth, a farmer 

of Taylor township, Greene county ; Alma married Edgar 

Clark and died in Taylor township; Henry Hayes at- 

tended the State University and is a teacher. 

David ChanclIer Roach was born in Center township, 

Greene county, Indiana, May 29, IS;S. He was eclu- 

cated in the common and normal scl~ools and was a 

teacher for several years in his native county. He was 

admitted to the Greene county bar in 1Ss4 and has since 

practiced law there and in Illinois. He has ,one hundred 

and sixteen acres of land in Taylor township, Greene 

county, and seventeen acres where he no’w lives in Rich- 

land towisliip. He has been justice of the peace ei,ohteen 

years ancl a notary public for six years. He has always 

been active in Democratic politics. He is a member of 

the Independent Order of Odd Fellow and Modern 

1Yooclmen of America. Of the latter he is deputy head 

council in the Bl,oomfield lodge. He was ordained a min- 

ister in the Christian church in ISS~. He has worked on 

public works a great deal and he is well known through- 

OLIN his native county. 
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Mr. Roach has been tlvice married. His first wife 

was Isadore ,icton, of Johnson county, Indiana, daughter 

of Dr. 1J\‘illiam G. Acton, of Worthington. She died in 

1888. A few years later he married Frances Cullison, 

the daughter of Jacob and Mary Cullison, of Center town- 

ship, Greene county. Her father was a native of Ohio 

and died in ISSI. Her mother is living in Taylor town- 

ship. The subject had one son by his first wife, Daniel 

C., now in the State University at Bloomington. He is 

preparing for a lawyer’s career and has won recognition 

as an orator. Mr. Roach had eight children by his sec- 

ond wife, namely : Vernie, Samuel, Ivan, Lesie, Edna, 

Olive, Leslie and Violet. 

Perhaps no profession esacts sUch manifold quali- 

fications as that of journalism, and certainly no ka!ling, 

save the ministry alone, has been such as potent factor in 

the upbuilclin, u of our modern civilization. 

The humble .and unpretending newspaper that goes 

regularly into the ham: contributes imperceptibly, but 

none the less mightily, to the moral and intellectual 

growth of all the people therein. To, continuously serve 

a clientele embracing the best and most intelligent thought 

of a large and important county for over a quarter of a 

century is a duty fraught with no slight responsibility. 

The modern newspaper molds, public opinion, crystalizes 

sentiment and influences definite action. To properly 
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meet and discharge this burden of responsibility, high 

ideals must be maintained, requiring ofttimes the ut- 

most of moral courage and the frequent sacrifice of per- 

sonal aggrandizement, to the end that the public good 

may be just and adequately served. This is the office of 

the true journalist. 

Any history of Greene county would be grievousl> 

incomplete without due credit to William, M. Moss, who 

stands today as the pioneer newspaper man of Greene 

county, and whose long, arduous and unbroken service 

forms an enduring monument ’ t’o his rugged honesty, 

boundless energy and public servitude. No brief sketch 

can do justice to the record, he has made as a newspaper 

man, for that record is an open book and no chaplet of 

lvords that the biographer can weave can add to or 

detract from the estimate of the man of those ~~ho‘know 

llilll. 

It is the historian’s duty to here record in language 

unbeguilecl the life and labor of Honorable JVilliam 

Xx-shall Ness? editor and publisher of the Linton 

Daily Call, the olclest newspaper man in the point of ser- 

vice in southern Indiana. 

Born in a little log cabin four miles northwest of 

the city of Linton, March 22, 1852, JJTilliam A$. Moss 

is a product of the county to which he has given lavishly 

of his talent and labor. He is the oldest child born to 

Daniel I-1. and Mary (Xtayfield) Moss, also native born. 

His grandfather, Reverend Rquilla Moss, a Baptist min- 

ister of repute, was one of the earliest settlers $f west- 

ern Greetlzcount!,. Mr. Moss attended the district scl~ools 

and had the additional advantage of an academic educa- 

35 



Sk6 BIOGR;IPHICAL MEMOIRS 

tion at Ascension Seminary (now defunct), Sullivan, In- 

~cliana, from which institution he graduated in 1872. 

Among his classmates were Congressman John C. 

Chancy, of Sullivan; the late Samuel R. Hamil,iof Terre 

Haute, and Honorable IV. Cullop, the present Democratic 

candidate for congress. He began life for himself as a 

teacher at nineteen and taught school for a number of 
. 

years in Greene and Vlgo counties. He taught at Riley, 

‘Indiana, as principal of the high school for four years, 

being the first man to hold school in the present building. 

As a teacher Mr. Xoss &as recognized as one of the best, 

always holding the highest license. 

In ISSO Mr. Moss came to Bloomfield and in June- 

of that year bought from 1t’. I?. Stropes the Bloomfield 

Democrat. The paper up to this time had never been a 

financial sLIccejs and had only twenty subscribers. The 

equipment of machinery was old and wholly inadequate, a 

part of which u-as an old F~‘ashingtoii hand press that 

p&ted the first issue of the Louisville Courier-Journal. 

\Vithout previous newspaper training and with no kuowl- 

edge of the “art preseil-ative” Mr. Moss, with the’ energy 

of youth and a determination toI succeed, soon turned the 

tide in his favor. He invested the mechanical department 

n-ith new ancl modern machinery and under his brilliant 

editorial leadership the paper soon gail>ecl a state rqxta- 

tioii. As long as he remained at the head of. the pap&- 

the Bloomfield Democrat was a power to be reckoned 

in all local affairs. Be it recorded here that the paper 

was always progressi\-e, fightin g valiantly for ever,7 pub- 

lic enterpfise. 

MI-. Ness was elected county superintendent of 

scllools’ of 
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scl,ools~ of Greene county in 1888 and re-elected in ISgo. 

I<e gave up this office: voluntarily, as every trustee in the 

county had asked him in writing to be a candidate for 

a tllirc1 term. assuring him a unamious i-e-election. Ill 

1893 he was appointed by President Cleveland super- 

Irisor of United States Indian schools and serx+ecl in this 

capacity three years, resigning in 1896. In January, 1897 

ire was appointed postmaster at Bloomfield but retired 

in September follo~ving on account of the change of 

national administration. He was honored by his party 

in r8gz as being selected as a member of the Democratic 

state central committee and is now an advisory mem- 

ber of this committee. 

In 1887 Mr. Moss was, a candidate for secretary 

of the state senate, but was defeated by one vote lx 

Ailonzo Greene Smith. In 1896 he was a candidate for 

the Democratic nomination for congress from the 

second district against I?. IV. Miers, of 1ionroe counq~, 

and Charles T. Akin, of Sullivan county. He n-as de- 

feated by a small marg-in after an all day’s struggle \I-hich 

later was found to have been accomplished by fraud pm:- 

ticed by the chairman of one delegation. Otherwise he 

would have been nominated on the first ballot and a nom- 

inatifxi at that time was equivalent to an election. 

In 1888 Mr. Moss purchased the Linton Call. then 

a jveekly paper of uncertain influence. Marc11 4. 1907. 

he establis!led the Linton Daily Call, the first dailp paper 

in Greene county. This paper is non: ranked among the 

best daily pa.pers in the state. The ofice is equipped with 

modern machinery and the lie\\-s service aiIC1 pIera 

management reflect a proficiency excelled by few clailv 

papers in Indiana. 
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The subject’s career as a? progressive -newspaper 

man is II-e11 esemplified by the following facts : 

He n-as the first man in Greene county to install a 

cylinder printing press, the first to install a two revolution 

press, the first to apply steam ancl later a gasoline engine. 

He was the first to purchase a paper cutter, a newspaper 

folder, and the first linotype was brought into the county 

by him. He also established the first daily newspaper in 

the couvltp and his \vas the first newspaper in the county 

to receive a regular telegraph news service. He is a firm 

believer in progress along- definite lines, else retrogression. 

Mr. Xoss was married August ~4, 1876, to Hannah 

C. Scott, daughter of Matthew IV. Scott, a wealthy pio- 

neer citizen of Clinton, Indiana. Constituting his faniilj 

are the following children : Claude S. and Clyde S., asso- 

ciated with their father in the management of the Daily 

Call, appropriate mention of whom is made elsen-here in 

this volume : Gertrude Dexter and 3Iary. Two other 

children died in infancy. 

The subject moved his family to Linton in 1904 and 

fraternally Mr. Moss is a member of the Encampm3~t 

Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fello\vs, the Masons 

and the Elks. He is also a member of the Christian 

church, and he is not only held in high esteem for what 

he has done for the county through the medium of the 

press and his public services, but also for the honorable 

and upright life he has lived. 

-- 

HOYT H. NICKERSON. 

Born of sturdy New England stock, with a rich flow 

of patriotic blood coursing through his veins, the sub- 
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. . 
ject of this biography, the late Hoyt H. Nickerson, is a 

n-orth!- example of the stroag and self-reliant American 

citizen. 

He was born at Clarksfield, Ohio, February 15, IS& 

and died at Bloomfield, Indiana, January 36, 1908, lack- 

ing a few clays of his seventieth birthday. He was the 

son of 1Villiam H. and Charlotte (Hill) Nickerson, both 

natives of New England. ~Villiam ‘H. Nickerson was a 

local Methodist preacher and a practicing physician. He 

was chaplain lof the Thirty-second Ohio T’olunteer In- 

fantry during the Civil war, and while in the service suf- 

fered such a failure of health that he was discharged from 

duty. Upon returnin g to his home he removed to Jasper 

county, Illinois, and there continued the practice of med- 

icine until his death in February, 1S67. He was an active 

Nason and the father of six children : Samuel died in 

infancy; Hoyt H.? our subject; Elizabeth, now residing 

at Hope, Indiana; Maria11 died in childhood; William, a 

soldier in an Ohilo regiment, died on the way home from 

the South at the close of the war; Joseph. a Methodist 

preacher, now stationed in Illinois, and Charles, deceased. 

Hoyt received a common school education and cle- 

tided to prepare himseIf for the practice of medicine. He 

accordingly attended a course lof lectures with that end 

in view, but at this time his eyes failed him, and it be- 

came apparent that this would prove to be a serious han- 

dicap should he endeavor to continue in this profession. 

After due deliberation he decided to abandon the en- 

deavor, and turned his attention to blacksmithing. When 

the heavy war clouds of the rebellion began to lo’wer over 

the land and it became evident that the integrity of the 
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flag was to be threatened, no heart throbbed with greater 

patriotic fen-or than that of Hoyt H. Kickerson. In 

June, 1861, he enlisted in the Thirty-second Ohio Volun- 

teer Infantry, Company E, and went immediately to the 

field, where for three years he fought in the forefront of 

the fearful conflict, baring his bosom to the storms of 

the shot and shell, never flinching nor \\:avering. Return- 

ing home on a furloLgh, he remained long enough to get 

married, but re-enlisted and returned to the ranks, deter- 

mined to see the conflict through to the finish. He re- 

joined the same regiment in which he had fought be- 

fore coming home. It will be impossible to do justice 

to his services in behalf of “old glory,,” but an enumera- 

tion of a fex of the battles in which he took part will 

co,n\-e>- to the reader a slight suggestion of what this serv- 

ice involT-ed. In the Virginias Mr. Nickerson took part 

in the engagements at Greenbrier, Camp Allegheny, MC- 

Dowel1 and Harper’s Ferry ; in Mississippi? Port Gibson, 

Raymond, Jackson, Champion Hills, siege of Vicksbtlrg, 

Baker’s Creek and Clinton; in Georgia n-e find him at 

Kenesa\\- Mountain, Nickajack Creek, Peach Tree Creek, 

-Atlanta, Savannah and the famous march to the sea; in 

Sort11 Carolina he participated in the battles at Belu- 

fort, Bentotiville and Fayetteville. On the march to the 

sea Mr. Dickerson was smitter? with sunstroke, remaining 

unconscious for three weeks. He was many times taken 

prisoner, but each time was paroled. 

On returning home at the close of the war he re- 

moved to Illinois and again took up blacksmithing. car- 

rying this on together with farming. In 1876 he re- 

turned to Washington, Indiana, and folloxecl his trade 

there 
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there for three years, and in November, 1879, came to 

Eloon~field, continuing his trade here until the close of 

his days. 

His marriage, made mention of before, occurred on 

March 29, 1861. He was joined to Mary Margaret Cri- 

cler, lvho was born in Massillon, Ohio, December IO, 

IS-~, being the daughter of Tobias and Mary (Kelken) 

Cricler, both of German extraction, both being nati~~es of 

Pennsylvania. They were highly- respected farmers and 

ended their days at Mansfield, Ohio. The family consist- 

ed of eight children, of whom Mary M., the mrife of our 

subject, was the eldest. The others, all living, are: John 

S., Elizabeth N., Aclaline, Levitt, Jacob I<.! Laura Jane 

and 1Villiani Martin. 

Mr. ancl Mrs. Nickerson became the parents of four 

children : Mary Charlotte died in infancy; 1Villiani T., 

living at Linton, married Inez Hayn’oocl, and has a fam- 

ily of five children, Hoyt H., Alba, Ruth, ,Arthur, Emma 

and Margaret; Nellie A., the third chilcl of our subject,, 

cliecl in infancy; Laura Lenore, wife of Pierce Jarrell, 

lives at 1\‘%itaker, Indiana, and has one son, Frank: 

Mr. Nickel-son, as is to be inferred, was a nxmber 

of the Grand A4rnly of the Republic, and was also a highly 

esteemed Odd Fellow. This brief survey ‘of !lis life is 

very inadequate, but it will leacl us to more greatly ap- 

preciate the heritage we now enjoy. 

JAMES HARVEY GILLILAND. 

Born under the pure skies of Kentucky, we find in 

the records of James Harvey Gilliland some striking pnr- 

. 
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allels to the life of America’s great emancipator, Abra- 

ham Lincoln. He was born, like Lincoln, in Kentucky, 

on February 12, 1S30, of humble parentage, ancl emi- 

grated later across the Ohio River into Indiana, which 

became his permanent home. He was the son of Abel 

and Jennie (Gastenew) Gilliland, farmers and successful 

stock raisers. They were emigrants to America from 

Scotland. On a trip south with a drove of hogs, Abel 

Gilliland contracted that scourge of the South, yellow 

fever, and his life was snuffed out like a candle. His 

mother had died when he was still a child, and he was 

sent lout among the neighbors to make a living. He re- 

ceived a fair education in the Kentucky common schoo~ls~ 

and when nineteen years of age came to Indiana, begin- 

ning work here at farming. He later learned the miller’s 

trade. A partnership with Linsey Carl- was formed and 

together they operated the Carr mills on Indian creek in 

Jacks& township, Greene county. In IS;~ he removed‘ 

to his farm in the same township and continued there un- 

til his demise, December 19, 1S75: His farm, consisting 

lof unimproved land, was soon brought up to a high 

standard of productiveness as the result of hard work 

and steady application. 

In 1854 he was married to Rachael Lamb, who was 

born May 29, 1S36, in Lawrence county, Indiana. She 

.was the daughter of John ITi. and Patsy (Green) Lamb. 

both natives of North Carolina. They came in rS36 to 

Lawrence county, Indiana, and later removed to Greene 

county, takin g up a tract lof wild, unimproved land-trans- 

forming it into fertile fields by hard and stead!- work. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lamb were members of the Christian 
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church, and were regarded in their community as pious, 

upright citizens. Their family consisted of seven chil- 

dren : Calvin G., living- on a farm in Jackson township; 

Hiram, also farming ; Rachael, wife of our subject; Eliz- 

abeth, wife of James McDowell, an es-Union solclier, 

both deceased ; Abigail, deceased, was the wife (of Marion 

Dugger ; John Thomas, now living in Bloomfield; Na- 

tiIcla, wife of Jerry Hatfield, also of Bloomfield. 

_Libel and Jennie Gilliland were the parents of ten 

children. The fi,rst five--Mary, Margaret, Nancy, Ma- 

hala and James H., OLII- subject-are all deceased. Chris- 

topher is now making his home in Missouri ; the seventh 

in order of birth, Catherine, is also deceased; Frank is 

living in Kansas, as is also Josiah, while the last, George. 

has his home in Missouri. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gillilancl became the parents of eight 

children : J osi? I c eceasecl, was married to Martha Gns- c I ? 1 

tinew and to this union were born two children, one of 

whom died in infancy and the other, Othnell, is making 

his home with his grandmother, Mrs. Gilliland; John C. 

has his home in Bloomfield; Jennie, deceased, was the 

wife of William G. Graham, and to this union were born 

two children, both of whom, Francis M. and Carrie, make 

their home with their grandmother; Zeno, the third child 

of our subject, is now in the state of Washington; Carrie 

became the wife of Marion Busenberg. and has her home 

af Jasonville; Florence: having married Sherman Holmes, 

resides in Lawrence county, this state; James H., a teleg- 

rapher, operates at Carlisle, Indiana ; ,4llie? wife of 

George Mitchell, lives at Jasonville. 

In June, 1861, James H. Gilliland enlisted in Com- 

. 
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pany F, Fifteenth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and 

served throughout the war, receiving his discharge at In- 

dianapolis in 1S6.5. Having the skill oaf an escellent 

marksman, he was soon siiiglecl out from the ranks and 

was put to service as one of the company’s sharpshooters. 

In this he sustained a high reputation, and cluriilg the 

greater part of his time in the sen-ice he was emp]oyecl 

in that capacity. He sax many strenuous times, and took 

pat-t in sucl~ engagements as Stone River, Murfreesboro, 

Green Brier and many other conflicts and skirmishes. He 

was singularly fortunate in coming through without a 

hound. but his clothing was frequently rent ivith bul- 

I let holes. 

In 1SS7 Mrs. Gillilancl disposed of her farm and re- 

tired to Bloomfield. where she now occupies a neat little 

resiclence in the southern part of the city. She has won 
c many frielicls as a result of her genial sqcial spit-it and 

her devotion to the comfort ancl welfare of others. 

JOHN C. GILLILAND. 

One of the children of James H. Gilliland, the subject 

of the preceding biography, n-as John C. Gilliland, whose 

home is in Bloomfield. He was 1101-n June 27, rS57, in 

Jackson toxnshipt Greene county, and has been closel> 

connected with the business groWli of the county. 

He received his education in the schools of the 

county, and remained at home on the farm until reaching 

his majority. He then took up boolclceep~~~g, beginning 

with Dugger, 1T’hittaker & Company. After some time 

he filled a 
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lie fi11ec1 a similar place with o’ther bysiness firms of the 

city, being connected at one time in a like capacity with 

the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Building and Loan Com- 

pany. For sis years he was secretary and treasurer of 

the Home Lig-ht and 71Yater Company. These facts point 

strongly t80~~arcl characteristics that are at once creditable 

some\\-bat rare. Mr. Gillilancl possessed the faculty 

of managing the records and tabulating proceedings in 

such an esact ancl methodical xay that his services n-ere 

]lighly appreciated and constantly in demand. 

He won the confidence and esteem of his fellow 

t(~\vnsmen to such a degree that he was for tn-elve years 

prevailed upon to act as treasurer for the city. 

He takes a genuine interest in the religious welfare 

of the c,x17munity, being an elder in the Christian church. 

On November 26, 1SS9, he jvas joined in marriage 

to Ella Hulse, a nati\-e of Morgan county, Indiana, a 

daughter of John I?. and Elizabeth Hulse, both natives 6f 

this state. Their onl~r daughter. Marguei-ite, die,d at the 

age of two years. He is a Republican. 
. 

PETER S. LESTER. 

_Among the first settlers of Bloomfield, Indiana, xere 

l‘c’illis D. and Mary ,(Tate) Lester, parents of Peter S. 

Lester, the subject of this sketch. IViIlis Lester wx one 

of the pioneer merchants of the town, but later in life he 

moved to a farm, ancl there ended his clays. He was a 

man of clean politics, an energetic business man and a 



556 BIOGRr\PHIC=\L NE3IOIRS 

successful financier. He and his wife were highly re- 

spected members of the Methodist church. Mrs. Lester 

was the mother of the following children : Elizabeth, Sa- 

rah, Pariah, now deceased; Emily, Peter, our deceased 

subject; Oliver, who met his death in the war of the re- 

bellion, and Reed, a farmer in Richland tow&hip. 

Peter was born in Bloomfield on March 28, 1839, 

and received his education in the schools of that town, 

applying himself diligently as the opportunity offered. 

He came up on the farm with his parents, as mentioned 

above, and continued there until he reached his majority. 

On April I, IS#, 1 le was married to Nancy Lyons, 

a native of Ohio and the daughter of Joseph and Mar- 

garet (Herbert) Lyons, also of Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Ly- 

ons came to Indiana in IShI, settling up& a farm in 

Richland township, consisting of the virgin soil, un,cleared 

arid uncultivated, lx-here they spent the remainder of their 

days, Mr. Lyons passing-to. his rest in 1872 and his wife 

in 15352. They’were people of sterling integrity and im- 

pressed their personality upon all who knew them. They 

affiliated with the Presbyterian cl~urch. JGseph Lyons 

was a Democrat of the most reliable stamp, and took a 

lively interest in the questions of the day, whether local, 

state or national. He had the confidence of neighbors 

and friends, and was called upon by them to fill the of- 

fice of county treasurer. This he did with pron,ouncecl 

success, bringing satisfaction to all his constituents for 

loyal and trustworthy service. -Eight children were born 

into this family-Franklin, deceased; Daniel, who met 

his death during service in the rebellion ; Matthew, de- 

ceased; TVilliam, who also fell a victim of the carnage 
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of war; Nancy; widow of our subject; Margaret, de- 

ceased; Nary, xi&xv of John Hunt, having her pres- 

ent residence in Kokomo; Ellen forms the last. 

Our subject and wife were the parents of eight chil- 

dren also-Franklin died in childhood ; Elizabeth, cle- 

ceased ; Joseph and Charles, farmers in Taylor township ; 

Margaret, \yife of Henry Fields, having their home at 

Lyons, Indiana; Mary, wife o,f Newton Jeffries, a farmer 

of Greene county; Guy and Ross, -who are making their 

home with their mother in Bloomfield. 

Peter Lester was a conscientious workman, who 

won the fullest confidence and esteem of neighbors and 

friends. He was also a pious gentleman, being a mem- 

ber of the Methodist denomination. He did not make 

any display of himself, but preferred to keep in the back- 

ground rather than to try to appear oonspicuous. Ill pol- 

itics he was a Democrat, but stood first of all for a correct 

and economical management of public affairs. He died 

July 4, 1869. 

After Mr. I&ter’s death Mrs. L%ter removed with 

her family to her present neat little ho’me on South Wash- 

ington street. She also is a member of the Methodist 

church, to which she is strongly attached. She has proved 

to be a most admirable character, and her quiet demeanor 

as well as genuine social spirit have won for her afi ever- 

widening circle of friends, who hope that many years 

may yet be open to her fo&greater usefulness and wicler 

oppbrtunities. She owns two hundred acres in Taylor 

township and one acre in Bloomfield upon which she 

makes her home. 
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REV. HEXRY FLORY. 

Rev. Henry Flory, one of the most useful men of 

Richland township7 Greene countp! Indiana, is both a 

farmer and a minister, a man who is vigilant in regard 

to the moral uplift of his community. He xvas born 

February 26, 1852, ancl was ten years old when his fam- 

ily brought him to Greene county from \1’a!*ne county, 

Ohio. After attending the common scho~ols he began 

to hire out when only eleI.en ?rears old, and continued to 

v-01-1; by tile month 011 I-arious farms until he Isas mar- 

ried ; then he rented a farm \\hich he jvoi-ked for several 

!-ears, having purchased his present farm of eighty acres 

in Richlantl tou-nship in 1902. His marriag-e occt~rr~d 

in 1872 to Mary- Ann Shertzer, u-170 \\:as raised in the 

comnunity where the subject. no\v lives. She is the 

daughter of J1’illiam and Elizabeth (Black) Shertzer. 

both nati\-es of Pennsyl\-ania, v.110 came to Greene com- 

t!., Indiana, in 1856, settling in Richland township. \shere 

they farmed. T1rilliam Shertzer was three times mnrriecl, 

first to Elizabeth Bowers, who clied, leaving one child, 

John, living at Bloon&lcl. Indiana; his second \yiie was 

Elizabeth Black, and seven cl~ilclren were born to this 

union, namely : Elleq A\-ho lives in Richlnud to\\-i~ship, 

Greene county, the \yife of Franklin Chipman : Slar> 

Ann, \vife of the subject of this sketch ; Samuel, \vho lives 

in Bloomfield ; 11’illialn. I\-ho li\-es in Richland to\\-!?shi~> ; 

Ida, the wife of 1T’ilson Trent. living in Highland towx- 

ship; Margaret lives in the state of 11’ashington, the wife 

of 11’illiam Pope; DaJ-id also lives in the state of UTas!l- 

ing-ton. ‘The third marriage of 1T’illiatn Shertzer n-as to 

Elizabetll Blaker. Sis children \vere born to t!lis union, 
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mnely : Reuben, who lives in Bloorqfielcl ; Theodore also 

lives there; Gurtha, the wife of Newton Miller, lives in 

Illinois; IValter lives in Bloomfield; Hulda is the wife of 

~~~~ Buckner, living in Greene county, Indiana ; Edwin 

lives in Bloomfield. \Villiam Shertzer is a member of 

the >lethodist cl~urc11 and a Democrat. 

The subject and wife had ten children, as follom : 

Rosa, wife of Elmer Taylor, living in Xartin oounty, In- 

cliana. They have two children, Pearl and Llo$. Flor- 

ence F., the second child of the subject, is the wife of 

Charles Sheppard? Iv110 lives in Stockton township, 

Greene county ; they have three children, Rowena, Olive 

allcl Dorotha. ~~‘illiam N., the thircl soil of the subject, 

lives in Illinois Ion a farm. and is single; Homer E., who 

married Lulu Quillen, also lives on a farm in Illinois ; 

James I., who married Ethel McCane, also lives in Illi- 

ilois ; David E., I\-ho married Cora Killkger, lives in 

that state; Harley also lives there; Hazel, Leona E. and 

Della Narie live at home. 

Henry Flory is the son of Noah ancl Maria11 (A,Iil- 

let-) Flory, both natives of Pennsylvania, n-ho came to 

Ohio with their parents lvhile children. There they grew 

~113 and married. The grandfather of the subject, ~110 

was also named Noah Floi*y, died in Ohio. The subject’s 

father came to Indiana in 1863 and settled in Richlancl 

township, Greene county. He was a school teacher and 

worked on‘s farm between terms. He was also a cooper 

by trade. He and his n-ife were members of the Churcll 

of God and he was a Democrat. They had thirteen chil- 

dren, namely : Catherine, the wife of James QuAen- 

bush, who lives in Kansas ; John lives in Richland town- 
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ship, Greene county ; Henry, the subject of this sketch; 

Elizabeth, the wife of William Stalcup, lives near the 

old home in Greene county; Mary, Caroline, Pariah and 

Ellen, all deceased; Jacob lives in Richland township; 

Samuel lives on a farm in Illinois; Susan, the wife of 

Elsworth \C’atson, lives in Richland township ; 1\‘illiam 

Thomas also lives there. Noah Flory died in Richlaud 

township. His widow is still living. 

The subject and his family are members of the 

Church of God. He has charge of four churches, two in 

Clay county, one in Daviess and one in Greene county, In- 

diana. He is thoroughly conversant with the Scriptures, 

and is a convincing and forceful speaker. Many have 

been converted under his teachings, and he wields a great 

influence for good in his community, and, in fact, in the 

three counties in which he is known and in which he 

has been preachin g for twenty-three years. He is an in- 

dependent voter and is a member of the Independent Or- 

der of Odd Fellows at Bloomfield, Indiana. He has a 

well improved farm and lives in a neat and cosy cottage. 

JAMES S. JAMES. 

One of the most strai$&orward, energetic and suc- 

cessful business men of Linton, Greene county, Indiana, is 

James Samuel James, a brief review of whose active and 

honorable career we are glad to give prominent position 

in this work, for he is public-spirited and thoroughly in- 

terested in whatever tends to promote the general welfare 





cjt l]le mmmmity, and for many l-ears he has been nurn- 

~,<~-~~l ~nmng the valued nncl big-hl>- esteemed citizens of 

[lie coL~rlty, having led such a vie11 reg-dated life in ever! 

r-eq,ect that hl. ‘3 influence for good has been distinctly felt. 

,jt present he is one of the best known and most suc- 

ce5sful merchants of the thrkitig city of Linton. 

lir. James is a native of Stockton ta\-11shil), this 

c,~,Llllt!.. \\-liere he Iv;15 born January- 26, 1%;. tile son 13f 

\\willinnl and Elizabeth (Sharp) James, both natives of 

J[,jnroe county-, Indiana. The former rendered a valu- 

;il,!e service to his country during its clarked clays by- of- 

fcl-illg his sel?-ices in her armiest having enlisted in Corn- 

1j;LllJ- C. Tn-enty-first Indinnn ~‘olunteei- Infantry, in Feb- 

i-tlar!-. 1 x.3. ant1 semetl in 311 the xvoi-Ii assignet to rlii.; 

~q~ill~ellt until the close of tlie \I-ar. Tlie parents OF t>tt~ 

5llbja3 misccl tht-ee cliiltlt-en, of whoin James S. is the 

~~~~ng=est. ITis t . 110 sisters are I\lrs. 1\Inry O~bm-u and 

1 frs. .-\nn;r Sller~~-00d. wife of Dr. B. 31. SlierI\-oml. -‘\It-. 

nnd 111-s. ~~7illianl J;lmes cliecl it1 Gr-rtnt to\\-nship, CGrcene 

cct~llit~-, Tncliniirt, neither reaching old age, the fornler 

lin\-iilg died n-hen fifty-six years old and the 12tter at 

the age of forty-one. 

The J~I~~L’s family is of ‘\l*elsh ,nl-igin. ha\-ing- been long 

estnblishetl in ;\merica. The family- of the subject’s fatller 

came to Iiitliaiin frpiii T’ii-ginia. James S. James made the 

best possible me of his time \\:hile attetlcling the pLll)lic 

l;chools and the Greene County Kor-mnl School. in which 

lie imcle excellent grades and formed habits of close ap- 

plication which have made for his subsequent success. 

After leaying school he f,ollon-ed teaching for a period 

of fifteen years in his native county and his success and 

36 
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JIr, a11d ~lr-s. James have four children living-. 

,l;~llleI>- : Mabel, the wife of John Shari--, of Linton : \\‘il- 

]ialll L. anti Charles I%. both empli;~-ccl at the mines nenl 

I-ill tC.11, 311d ITlO!-Cl 0. is employed in the store ttnc!er his 

father. Jesse and Lessie died in cl~ildt1oqcl. 

This happy liouseholtl has long- been regnrclerl as (:me 

of tile mcst \\.ortll\- ancl hospitxl~le in Lintoil. 



56-i GIOGRAPIIICXL XEVOIRS 

JOHK IIEXRY GHEES. 

John H. Gheen. a resident oi Fair F’la? ton-nship. 

n-as born in 1Iorgan county, Ohio, on the 5th of April, 

ISAJ. His prents, Thomas and Amy Gheen, m-et-e na- 

ti\‘es of \‘irgiuiaj being pioneer settlers in that section 

of Ohio. They spent their (la)-s at faming- ancl were 

members of the Christian church. They bo tll reached 

ad\-aucetf years, l\trs. Glleeu accpiring the nge of eighty- 

five ~.ears, I\-bile 1Tr. Gheen attained the retn~rlable age 

of one liunclrecl years. 

Their family consiste(l of the follon-ing clii!clreu : 

‘\~‘illial~l, a fanner and miner of 1,Iorgan count!-. Ohio, 

was at me time 3 mine superintendent ; George, 1~110 was 

a fanner, is now deceased ; John I-T.. our subject ; Sarah, 

Xarl- Ann, David: lhma and Charles are all living in 

the home cotlnty. 

John received sucll education as the times affol-decl, 

and this consisted of the xconmxxlaticns offered IQ- the 

old-time scl~001. The log school house \vhicll lie at- 

tended had the characteristic punchem floor and seats 

n-ithout hcksj nncl the lvritin, o- desk against the wall at 

the side of the foonl. He remnined at l~ome until he 

reached maturity, and was nlai-riecl on Septemlxr Ij. 

I%+ to Xaq- A. Thorn, c 2 native also of IIorgan count\-. 

Ohio. born March 20, 1846, and the daughter of David 

and Delila (Kinnison) Thom~ bnth natives of the Buck- 

eye state. David Thorn v-as of 11’elsh descent, while 

his \I-ife n-x of English estraction. Tn 1865 the Thorn 

family came to Greene coutlty. Indiana, and settled in 



tention to the raising of good stock. and takes consid- 

erable pride in maintaining standard breeds. 
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Etlt we shouIc1 fail to make this biography- coinplete 

n-et-e 11-e not to nuke tnet~tion of Nr. Glieeii’s inilitat-v 

record. ~vhich forms a most pi-ecious het-itqe for a father 

to leave to his cltilclretl. On August I. IS62. tic enlisted 

iii Cotnlxm~ C of the Sinety-se\-etith Ohio Infantt-v. He 

n-x sent to Zanes\-ilie. Ohio, from thet-e tco Cincinnati, 

and from thence to Co\-itlgtotl. Kentktcky. After retiiain- 

ing at Coving-ton for sis weeks the coinlnt~v n-a$ sc’nt on 

a fl.nt-ceil tmrcl~ to Sash~ille. Tennessee, n-here conside;-- 

able skit-misliing took place. ITpon hllitig ill, lit-. Gheen 

\\a consignet to the hmpital at Scoth-ille. Ketituclcy, 

nllil later 11.2s transferred t3 Boa\-ling Gi-ceil. nllcl fTOil1 

thei-e to Cincinnati. Here it lxzc~tnc apparent thrtt t!lrt 

cmflict n-it11 the disease contracted it1 the set-\-ice could 

not be ox-erctxix rtrtd Xr. Gheen nx cmipclletl. reluc- 

tantly. to return to his home. This has been mc tnntter 

uf t-egret to him in sul~sequcnt life, not that he w;ts not 

I\-illitig- to enclut-e the liarclsliip.5 of 5icktie~s, hut t!iat lie 

u-as tliu.; deprived oi the pt*i\-ilege of further meeting ac- 

tive set?-ice in the field in defense of the flag-. 

Iii civil life, bon-el-cr, our subject has hat1 some pat-t, 

linvitlg send as coronet- for fmr veal-5 and also as SLI- 

pet-visor for the savie length of time. In both of these 

ofiices lie has cotuktetl the affairs de\-ol\-ing- upon llim 

n:itli stt-aiglitfol-n-,li-ctiess and n-it12 credit to himself anti 

cotxtitttetits. 

HELXER HOLSIES. 

Ainotig the liard-n-orking atltl genial fatmet of 

\I-ashing-ton township. is Helmet- Holmes, \vllo I\-as born 

in T,an-t-ence county, Indiann, ,-April 22. 183 I, the son of 
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he first rented and bottght later. It consists of two bun- 

dt-ed and thirty acres. 

The subject’s wife was Abby Lamb, who was born 

in ISAs in Jackson to\vnship7 Greene county, Indiana. 

She was the daughter of Hiram and Sancy (Hatfield) 

Lamb, natives of Sorth Carolina. xho wet-e earl!- settlers 

in Greene county. The subject and wife had eleven chil- 

dren? as foll9w-s : Thacltleus. u~ho mart-ied Tcssic Ses- 

son, living in Smith tcwnsltip, Greene county. The\. ha\-e 

three children~ Kennetll! Hester and Ralph. \\-alter, the 

subject’s second child. lives at home, as do also the f;-ll- 

lowing children : Lex T17allace. Dugg-et-, Logan, Roxoe, 

I-Iarl-ey, Lenore. X’ictot-ia, Den-q- and Max 

AIt-. Holmes follows mised l~uslxtnclr]l- ant1 sock 

raising, favoring high-grade Shorthot-n cattle and T’ol:tnd 

China hogs. He is a Repul~lican. Roth he and his I\-ife 

are members of the Christian church at Eethnuy, Indiatln. 

1Ir. Holmes ranks amot>g the better class of inrm- 

et-s. He has good buildings, his soil is I\-ell tilled and 

e\-erything about him shows eviclence of taste and SLICCCSS. 

D-4NXL SEIDIGH. 

Daniel Xeidigh, one of 1T’ashington to\\-nship’s su!)- 

stantial farmers, was born in Richla;uzl county Ohio. _-Iti- 

gust 4, IS39. He is the son of A%braltatn and IZlizabctll 

(Eranstetter) Yeicligh, the former a native *q?f T?ent:syl\-a- 

nia: the latter a native of Mat-yland. who \\ret-e early set- 



tiers of Ollio, hut came to Greene count>- in 18~23 when 

,fle subject \\-a.. $ a small bos-, the familv first settling- in 

I$igl]l~~~<l ton-nship. but ino-\-ccl to ~~~~ShillgtOll town;hip 

iIi Tssj and bmg-ht a piece of land, I\-hi& ~2s unim- 

pi-o~~6d, but tile! - Sonl? llad it transfoimecl into ;1 g:xd 

fanp7 which is nom- on-necl and occupiecl 13~~ Uarion Jack- 

The parents Or‘ the s&ject \vere ~llellibei-s Of tile s;i Ill. 

~,L~t~~erall cllLIrcll. They had the iollo\vitlg cl~ilclret~ : 

(:3tllerineJ wiclom- of T~QIII;LS Benham, living- in 11-nsh- 

illgwm ton-nship : ’ Earbarn. wife of 1Iarixl Jacl;5nn, liv- 

illg 011 the old homestead ; Susan is the I\-idon- of Antlre\\- 

l[iIler, \~.llo lives in -\\~rtsl~it~gtcm ton-nship; Daniel. the 

-,jljMicct c-f this sketch ; ~\l~l~nl~am. \yho li\-es in _1rl;ntls_n5 ; 

Cd\-in, n-110 lives in Liuton, Indiana ; Xny-. clecfxt5ecl. 

‘l‘lie parents of t!le subject li\wl on tile fnim the>- 6&t 

lmt-eel to in \~‘rtsliingtcm tnn-nship until tliey (died. 

The subject ha5 spent practically all llis life in the 

county. He got only ;I meager eclLlcntion in the oltl-time 

,dxxriptioii sclionls, ha\-itig been raised on his father’s 

fat-ix, where lie retnainecl until lie eras tjyent!--eight ynrs 

of 2me. In 1337 he married Ellen Casey, a native of Ken- <b 
t~lclq, dm died about rSS9. Sis children were h-n to 

this union, namely : ;Ubert? Len&q Emma Jane. \\-il- 

liam 11’. and tn-o iufznts, all deceased. Daniel Keitligh 

married the second time in IS9 -3. his last wife being YEliz- 

nbeth Meridath, Kl-ho \vas 1x31-n in Spencer county, In- 

diana, November 14. 1s~~. the clnughter of David and 

hlary (,4ult) Mericlath, both now deceased. The AIeri- 

dath family came frwn Ohio to Spencer comt~v, Indima. 

in an early clay and later nxxed to Greene county7 set- 

tling in 1Vashington ton-nship on a farm no\~ olvnecl by 
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\‘\TI~etl the Hanna fatnil>- came to Greene county, 

>& Let-j IIanna. the subject? was a small boy’, and he has 

:z- qxnt his life farming in the same communit)- ever since? 

c. 1 i\-illg fc:+*-three years in 1T7t-ig-ht township. and in 190 1 
K=- 
grx catne to his present farm it7 Rcl~lancl tcwxship, consisting 

c;,f ty1e llLuldl-ecl and forty :icres. He married Elmira Eur- _ 
z 

cham ill I S$. Her father, Sol~oinon But-chatn? was a 
c -,:~lilier in the Xesican \var. She cliecl in ISFI. Tlxq 

E?- lt:t~l the fullon-ing- chilclren : Jasper-, til-iiig in Portland, 
ggi tl)t-egnn : Joseph, living it1 Jasonr-ille, Indiana ; Le\vi, who 

(liccl in infancy J -Alice, \\.ife of John ;\Iiller, of Stockton 

t,-,\\wltip ; Schttyler, li\-ing in Jnsotn-ille. The subject’s 
G= 

~ec~~~11d marriag-e XL-as to Sarah -4. Xichnlson on :\ugust 
E;== 

31. T 17~. She \vas born in Daviess county. Indiana, in 

1S4g. tile tlaug$ter of Levi ant1 N~ocln Jane (Carpenter) 
&. Sichal3-q the r‘i>i-mer a native of Greene county, and the c 
g& latter a natit-e of Tennessee. Levi Sicltnlson v-as a 1les- 
g ic:til \i--ar yetei-an, having performed gallant service xli 

thr~3ugh the campaign iti Mexico. He 1~;~s a Repul)- 

licall. an an active ~\*orker iii the I\Ietllodist Episcopal 

g -- chul-ch. The Sichalson family consisted of thirteen chil- 

dren. namely : Sat-ah, Isaac,. Lucincla. Tiiiiotlt>v ; Mat-\ 

B 21~~d ~rnl-th. t\vitis ; Xlmet-, George, Lealt ; Nantla and 

>lai-antla. twins ; Parnelius, Levi. Mr. Nichalson died 

;\pril 33, 1SgS. His n-iclojv is still li\-ing- in I’Inviess 

cormt>-, Indiana. 

The subject of this sketch and his second wife have 

had five children, namely : Sat-ah Jane, the \vife of Charles 

Crawl, living in TVorthington, Indiana ; Lulu, wife of 

Samuel Sparks. livin g in Richland township ; Aden, who 

lives on his father’s farm, having mat-t-iecl Golclie Sleep- 
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thirties, settling in J1was17ington township, khere they 

tool; up goi-ermnent land on n.hich the>- spent their lives. 

Thomas Stalcup I\-as a soldier in the war of ~Srz, 

and he Ii-as granted eight\- acres of land for his services 

t3 the go\-ernment. The!- had eleven children, nanwl~- : 

Hance, James, Solomo1~, Elizabeth. John3 Rebecca, Cnth- 

erine, Susan, Andrew, llTilliam, subject; Joseph) Thomas 

Stalcup died in September~ ISGo. His wife died s&e 

:-ears befoie. Sl 1e n-as a member of the Baptist church. 

EIXER T. SHERJ1-OOD. 11. D. 

I am one of the sixty-t\vo living descendants of Dr. 

If-. I;‘.. James S. and Benjamin S. Shern-oocl, three hroth- 

ers,, ~\.lio emigrated from Livonia. l’\rasl~ington county, 

Tntliatla, tit Linton, Greene county. Indiana. Dr. 13’. F. 

Shern-clod came to Linton in IS-@. James S. Shenvood in 

ISC; I and Eenjamin S. Sherwood in IS,-+. The great ma- 

jority of these clescendants still live in Linton. It is very 

e\-ident that aside from whatever influence they may have 

wielded or assisted in shaping the course and destiny of 

the cowltry. these three brothers were very successful in 

leaving their imprint on the commtmity, and it was long 

knon-n that Linton without a Sherwood would have been 

like 101-e without a sweetheart. 

I was born A4ug~xt I, 1S;9, as the third son of Dr. 

\\yilliam F. Sl ler\i-ood and Catherine (nee Ingersoll) 

Sherwood. -%t the time of my advent into the world the 

nation \vas about to pass through a great crisis, the end 
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of which none could foresee-whether it was to continue , 

as one and inseparable or a divided nation. And there be- 

ing many southern sympathizers in and about Linton, the 

agitation and conflicts were greater than in the average 

northern home, and th,ough young, there were many flash- 

light impressions of war made upon my memory. After 

the close of the war and up until father’s death in 1873 

I followed the course of most boys, occasionally visiting 

schools while attending the swimming holes and rabbit 

hunting. At father’s death I was fourteen. Then it be- 

came necessary that I assume greater responsibility. It 

was then I took part in farming. Our farm then com- 

prised that portion of North Linton lying between A 

street North, on the south and Fourth street East and 

Fifth street IVest, and bounded on the north by the divid- 

ing line between H and I streets. As the soil was never 

f!-- 
rich, our crops were never very phenomenal, and the time 

divided between-the scl~ools and the farm was neither very 

successful, and soon I discovered that I had not been cut 

out for a farmer, and determined to seek some other mode \ 

of life. It was, perhaps, due to the fact that I was proud 

of the memory of my father and the great success that he 

had achieved in medicine that led me to take up that pro- 

fession. I entered the.office of Dr. B. A. Rose, my pre- 

ceptor, April 12, 1880, and continued with him two years, 

during which time I attended two terms in the Missouri 

Medical College, now known as the Washington IJniver- 

sity, St. Louis, IMissouri. I graduated there in March, 

1882, and located in Linton, and have continued the pray- 

tice of medicine for twenty-six years, and as to my becom- 

ing a great physician my sincere opinion is that I have not 

.37 
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achieved such great success. However my -opinion may 

differ from others, there is, one pleasure in the happy ‘re- 

flection in all these years that I have labored to relieve 

suffering humanity- there are many yet t.o whom I ad- 

ministered and relieved their suffering in the very begin- 

ning of my prof&sio!lal career who still have implicit con- 

fidence in mj ability. And in these many instances the 

practice of medicine ceases to be irksome and becomes a 

labor of love where necessity requires. 

The science of medicine and the healing art, the no- 

blegt profession known to man, is sufficient to inspire one 

t,o high icleals were it limited to the necessity and welfare 

of humanity. But my enthusiasni and zeal in medicine 

lessened after delving into its mysteries and learning the 

methods of so many who practice it to commercialize and 

bring the pmctice of medicine to the level of a trade, like 

in the competitive systems, in order that they ni?y attain 

the Americ& standard of greatness-wealth. But there 

is still hope that some day the human family will gain 
I knowledge. Already Christian Science, the other extreme, 

which sho~~lcl have n6 place in the human intelligence and 

makes unnecessary sacrifices of human lives, is beginning 

to even things up. Time and knowledge bring about all 

liecessary reformations, therefore we need not despair, 

even if it reqilir& the sacrifice of Some human lives, and 

I am gia’cl t&l&e-in this age when the science of medicine 

is making such’great strides in the direction of perfection. 

In 1900 I established the Elk Horn drug store in 

Linto.n, the success of &ich has been a source of much 

pride allcl pleasure. Atid, n’o doubt, the public’s unquench-- 

able desire to swallow the many‘ w’orthless cure-a& has’ ‘_ . . L 
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contributed much to the Elk Horn’s financial success and 

\xrill likely continue, as intellectual revolutions are very 

SlO~V. 
&Ian’s success in ,life is only comparative. Nor do 

those lvho judge use the same standard of comparison, 

al,d there is always an element of uncertainty when put 

in the balance of the whole. Yet there are positive con- 

victiolls of success one may have of self to which no 

standard of comparison will apply, and I doubt if there 

could be much added at this happy mo,ment to the con- 

victions of success which I have achieved when I niarried 

Hattie Price, September 28,1882. Her intelligence and no- 

bleness of character have added much to the pleasure and 

happiness and success of the m,ore than twenty-five years 

of married life. And the children which came to bless our 

home have always been a pleasure. We were most unfor- 

tunate to lose four children in infancy, but the three re- 

maining- Ethel, Edith and Elmer William-have been 

such a source of happiness ! Ethel is the first lady gradu- _ 

ate of the Linton high school to complete a course in the 

Indiana University. In fact, she was the first lady born 

in Lintmon or Stockton township to complete a college 

course. At the age of twenty-one she grjcluatecl with . 

credit at the Indiana University. Edith, -the second 

c!aughter, is nineteen years of age and is a s~bphomore in 

Indiaqa University (1908). Elmer J\‘illiam at twelve 

gives evidence of great prospects. Like most parents, we 

are proud of our children. Their happiness is OLII- happi- 

ness, and it is our purpose to prepare them by education 

to become good ancl proficient citizens that they may not 

only be a joy to us, but that they ma$ be 3 benefit and help 
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to mankind and the’worlcl be better that they lived. He 

u-ho can say “wife, ” “children” and “home” with an ever- 

increased pleasure has attained the acme of happiness, for 

here is the place and now is the time to be happy. For, 

after all, what is success but happiness? 1Vhat \VOU~~ 

n-ealth or fame be without friends or loved ones? 

I have always al’filiatecl with the Republican party, 

belie\-ing the principles of Republicanism, when inculcated 

int,o go\-ernment affairs and honestly administered, would 

result in the greatest good to the greatest number. I 

think &-u-y citizen should be interested in the welfare of 

the go\-ernment and should ally himself with the party 

which he thinks will best conduct the government to pro- 

mote the welfare and happiness of the people. 

My first venture in joining secret orders was in 12430, 

when I joined the Master Masons, since which time I 

found the secret paths which lead up to and through the 

doors of the Chapter of Royal Arch Masqns, the ,qncient 

Accepted Scottish Rite, the Ancient Arabic Order of ko- 

bles of the Nystic Shrine, Knights of Pythias, Uniform 

Rank, Knights ‘of Pythias, and am at present lieutenant- 

colonel of the Sixth Regiment, Indiana Uniform Rank, 

Knights of Pythias ; also belong to the Order of Ben-Hur, 

Modern JVoodmen of America, No. 866, Benevolent and 

Protect,ive Order of Elks, from none of whi& have I eyer 

had cause for regrets. The associations have ever been 

pleasant, and I hope may colitinue so. 

Man usually does not see the great ‘changes which 

time and age bring to himself, and perhaps this is true 

more so when he has lived all his days in one locality 

where still arises in his mind the pictures of the paths 

. 
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ll.llicll lead to the fields, the woodlands and streams along 

lvl~icll, wit11 happy companions, happy days were spent. 

l.l~cre ever come the thoughts of youth, and only by the 

changes in the material things of his surroundings is he 

l>rougl~t to realize age. And so it is with me. 

-AS I look back over the nearly half century of fleet- 

irlge J-ears and see the wonderful changes wrought by man 

in and about Lmton, the wonder is that the transformation 

has been so easily accomplished. 

JVhen in our mind we see the original thirteen homes, 

to \I-hich have been added more than two thousand, in the 

fields xhere the flas grew and the corn waved, in the 

meadon-s where 11-e gathered the daisies and violets, no 

stand the hundreds and thousancls of homes; when we re- 

member the less than one hundred inhabitants who tread 

the streets of the silent village and the now more than 

ten thousand who race up and clown the paved thorough- 

fares of the busy city; when again we see. the old pioneer 

farmer in his homespun jeans and by his side his \\-ife in 

homespun linsey and hand-made shoes,, while lagging be- 

hind come the barefoot boy and girl; lvhen again 11-e can 

hear the call of the wild turkey in the trees on the banks of 

the stream \vhich one time coursed its way where part of 

Linton nojv stands; when I think of having eaten bear 

meat killed within three miles of Linton, where the scream 

of the wildcat was heard, the wild hog roamed and deer 

were common-then I awake from the reverie and look 

out up011 Linton, the great, thriving metropolis, with its 

fifty-thousand-dollar residence, Grand Opera House, big 

hotels and thousands of pretty homes, with its miles of 

paved streets, over which throngs of busy people come 
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and go, and \ve marvel at what the master mind and hatid 

of man can do. 6 

IVe can well remember when many of the inhabit- 

ants of Linton and Stockton township had never seen a 

piano, and no,ne possessed one. Such vehicles as buggies 

! ,. 

:, 
: 

and carriages were almost as scarce as the proverbial “hen 

teeth.” The farm w\iagons with the hick,ory splint bottom 

chairs were the means of conveyance to church and pic- 

nit. The hearse was unknown and he who could be hauled 

to his last resting place in a vehicle with springs, usually 

called a hack, was honored. The’political gatherings were 

attended on horseback, with banner and torch flying. 

But as time changes all things, so, the development of 
- coal marked an epoch in the pr,ogress of Linton and its 

surroundings, and the labbC ~~71x1 was finally awakened by 

the whistles of the many railroads, mills and mines which 

sent out their millions of tons of black diamonds to warm 

1 , the homes and supply the power that moves the lvheels of 

progress, and in its stead there came back the go,lden 

eagles and filled the coffers of Lint,on’s people and they 

./ waxed strong and rich until the loom was forgotten and 

the spinning wheels were laid aside, and transformed were 

the woodlands, fielcls and meaclows into streets and lawns, 

along which arose beautiful residences, and business 

blocks reared their tolvering heads as living monuments 

to the progress of Linton. 

Our advancement has been continuous until we have 

attained almost all the conveniences of the larger city. 

The evidence of prosperity is shown in our thousands of 

miners and busy merchants. The slow tread of the OS 

has long since ceased to be a part of us. \Ve have dis- 
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plicecl the heavy roll of the flagon with the lighter buggy, 

carriage and swifter automobile. And he who was once 

clleerecl only by the morning songs of birds may now 

listen to the sweet strains of music which come from the 

piano as it, flows out from almost every home. And the 

pleasures of his church services are added t,o by the splen- 

(lid music which peals forth from the great pipe organ 

which cost thousands of dollars. Is it any wonder, then, 
,.., 
5: we sit and ponder over the vast changes which have come, 

and are amazed ? To one I\-ho has followed in the foot- 

steps of his father-! I\-ho lived \vith but the single aim, 1~110 

labored with the sincere belief that could railroads be in- 

duced to cross our lands and our coal fields be developed, 

P 
just such results which we haye attained \vere sure to 

come. To these results we ha\:e added our efforts in our 

L small way to bring these things about. Then I can justly 

feel proud that I have lived more years in Linton than any 

one, that I have assisted and watched each year. each clay, 

each hour, Linton unfold like a flolver to blc 
_ 

10111 fo1 -th in all 

her beauty. Kow \\-e can sing praises and feel that our 

feeble efforts have been crownecl with success and, like 

Simon, when he had beheld his Messiah was ready to die, 

we feel we are iio\~ ready t,o hand the gifts of our ances- 

tors to our children that they ma.y achieve greater things. 

Towns live o,n and on and grow until some time they 

becc me great cities, countries develop I e\ ,rer 011 the upward 

stride, and vast waste lands are reclaimed ant1 made to 

bloom with their ever recurring fields of grain, but man, 

n-ho builds and shapes the destinies of all these things, 

must die, yea, he g-i\-eth up the ghost ant1 u-here is he so 

soon, so short the time? 

E. T. SHEI: .\v ‘OC >D. XI. D. 
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ASA BURDSALL. 

Asa Burdsall, farmer and stock raiser, of 1Vashing- 

ton township, was born March 22, 1842, in Jackson 

county, Indiana, and lived at home until a young man, 

attending the local schools in the primitive log school 

houses of those days. He bought and maintained at 

different times several farms in JYasliington township, 

in 1896 moving to his present home. He enlisted Oc- 

tober 8, 1861, in Company A, Fiftieth Regiment, Indiana 

Volunteer Infantry, at Seymour, Jackson county. After 

remaining in camp for awhile at Bedford and Sew Al- 

bany, Indiana, he was sent to Kentucky and taken prison- 

er at Mumfordsville, where he remained for some time, 

being with about five thousand soldiers who were cap- 

tured there. They were later exchanged at Indianapolis. 

=c-. The regiment was sent to Tennessee, then into -Arkansas, 

to take possession of Little Rock. After a successful 

campaign this regiment was returned to Little Rock, 

Arkansas, fighting fq- forty-two days. A long siege 

was also engaged. in at Salina River. The subject re- 

mained in that state during most of the war. He was 

discharged January 5, 1865, at Indianapolis and returned 

home, resuming. farm work. 

Mr. Burdsall married Martha Lanclrum in 1873. 

She was a native of Owen c’ounty, Indiana, a daughter 

of Wesley and Elvira (McKee) Lanclrum. both natives 

of Owen county. Their ancestors came from Tennessee 

and Kentucky. Wesley F. Lanclrum is still living in 

Kansas. His wife died in 1872. They had- three chil- 

dren, Martha, the subject’s wife ; Mary Mancly, who died 

in early chi 
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in early childhood ; Anna, the wife of Adam Detamore, 

livillg in Kansas. 11’esley I?. Landrum was a cooper by 

trade. He and his wife were both church members. 

Mr. and Mrs. Burdsall had seven children, as fol- 

lows : Charles, living in 1Vashington ton-nship. He 

married Nina Shake, and they have two children,, Lesie 

and Lloyd. Oscar, the subject’s second child, lives in 

Indianapolis. He married Florence Knowel, who has txo 

children, Victor and 1T’ayne. Thornton, twin brother of 

Oscar, lives in Indianapolis, the husband of Oma -\rcher, 

to whom one child was born, Lanore. Rosella is the 

fourth child of the subject. She is the xife of Charles 

Parris, living in Johnson county, Indiana. He is a farm- 

er and has lone child, Lena. Edward? the fifth child of the 

s&j ect, married Mamie Yeoman. They live in Lyons, 

Indiana, and have one child, Opal. blr. Burclsall’s last 

tlvo children died in infancy. The subject is the son of 

James and Margaret (Winn) Burclsall, the former a 

native of New Jersey and the latter of Jackson count_v. . 
Indiana. James’ parents died when he was small ancl 

he was brought to Jackson county by the 1Voodmansee 

family, where he was reared on a farm. He married 

there and came t<o Greene county, Indiana, in 18p. 

locating in Washington township, where he followed 

farming until his death, which occurred in 1876. He was 

a Republican and he and his wife were members of the 

Church of Christ. They had twelve children as follows : 

Sarah and Elizabeth, both deceased; Moses lives in Jack- 

son county; Asa, the subject of this sketch; Lucinda, the 

wife of William Been, of Washington township, Green 

county; Laura, the wife of Lane Been, living in Indian- 
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apolis; George M. lives in Elnora, Indiana; Susan is 

deceased; the last three children died in infancy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Asa Burdsall are plain, honest farm 

people, well represented in the community. They are 

members of the Church of Christ. The subject is a 

strong temperance man, but he votes the Republican 

ticket. 

MICHAEL RUSHER. 

Michael Rusher was born in Hardin county! Ohio, 

March 14, 1819, the son of John and Matilda (Runser) 

Rusher. The father came from near Elsac in Germany, 

while the mother came from France, coming to America 

when they were children. Our subject’s grandfather. 

whose name was also John, came fiwm Germany and 

finally to Canton, Ohio, where he ended his days. His 

son, the father of our subject, Iv-as born in Germany in 

1818, and came with his father to Canton and grew to 

manhood on his farm in Stark county, Ohio, where he 

married Matilda Rusner, who was the daughter of Sora- 

tha Rusner, a native of France. He came to ,4merica in 

an early day and settled in northern Ohio and engaged 

in faiming, finally settlin, m on a farm in Hardin county, 

where he died. Both of these families were Catholics 

when the!. first came to America, but later affiliated with 

the Lutheran and Methoclist Episcopal churches. The 

father of our subject died when his son, Michael, n-as 

only six years old. 11’hen he was sixteen his mother 

moved to Greene county, Indiana, in September, 1863. 
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and settled in 11’ashington township, where she purchased 

one hundred and sixty acres of land, and where they lived 

until 1873, when they sold out and built a flat-boat, and 

,011 it floated don-n the 11’abash, Ohio and Mississippi riv- 

ers to LArkansas. being s&y-two days on the trip. Tliey 

m-ent up 1Vhite river and settled in Arkansas county, 

where they remained until September, 1874, n-hen our 

subject returned to Indiana, driving a six-yoke team. He 
& 
f- was thirty-five clays on the roacl, fiwilly landing in Greene 
y” 
% 

county, from I\-hence the). started. In 18% he bought 

‘. a farm here, n-here he has since resided. 
ii 

John Rusher and \I-ife had seven children, Mary, wife 
I, 

of llrillianl Johnson, in \1-ashington township ; Catherine, 
# deceased, wife of David Iilinger; John, a farmer in Mis- 

souri ; Jerry, living in Martin county ; Michael, subject ; 

Henry, a farmer in 1\‘ashington township ; and Josep!l> 

deceased. The mother of ~OLU- subject was married a 

second time to Charles Rollison, and to them were born 

four children? Thnddeus ; Ella, deceased wife of Jerq 

Johnson ; Sherman, n-ho lies in Arkansas. The mother 

of the su.bject remained in Arkansas and there died. 

..A ..:In 1872 our subject was married to Emily Cullen? 
,. _; ._- 

-. 
- ‘. daughter of James and Sarah 1Villiams, who came to ,+ . .._ .. -/ Greene county in the fifties. He was a farmer and settlecl 

y in Washington township and died there. Mrs. Rusher 
; 

was born in Morgan county, -Ohio. 

To Mr. and Airs. Rusher were born three children, ; 

Cora, wife of Frank Stone. They live on subject’s farm. 

and have three children, Rap, Roy and Res; the second 

child is Mary, II-iclon- of Charles P’orter. She has one 

child, Pauline. Sl le is housekeeper for her father. The 



third child was Seretta, who died in young womanhood. - 
Mrs. Rusher died March 2, 1891. She was a consistent 

jj 

member of the Christian church. In 1888 Mr. Rusher 
3 
7. 

built a beautiful hdme, which is considerecl one of the 

finest residences in Greene county. He has in it all the 

modern improvements that go to make up a convenient 

home. He also has a fine barn. In short, our subject is 

considered a model farmer. Kot only is the farm well 

improved, but it is s’toclcecl with the very best pedigrees 

obtainable. Mr. Rusher is a most agreeable companion, 

a Democrat and an enthusiastic supporter of 11,‘. J. Bryan. 

He is a thrifty farmer, having planned well, and his q-s- 

tematicall~- laid out fields call forth admiration from 

every lover of the beautiful. 

Jacob Laymon was born October 3, 1834, in Shelby 

county, Indiana. He was the son of Lewis and Eliza 

(Doughman) Laymon. The father and mother were from 

Ohio, coming to Shelby county ab,out the year 1830. The 

The land was wild and unimproved, but by dint of hard 

labor and much sacrifice, they c$tivatecl it until the) 

made a respectable farm out of it. Then they clisposed 
. 

of it and removed to Owen county, where they remained 

until 1865, when they removed to Jolmso~~ county, where 

they lived until they crossed over the river. 

Lewis Laym’on was the son of John Layman, the 

grandfather of our subject. He: too, coming from Ohio, 
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settjecl iI7 O\\-t31 COllllt~~. He was a farmer and preacher 

of some reputation and success in the Separate Baptist 

cl,tt& He baptized hundreds of converts, and was a 

mall of wide influence, doing much good. He had eleven 

cl,ildren : Lexis, -Allen, John, Joseph, Susan, Elizabeth, 

S~IIC~~ Jemima, and three others iv110 died in infancy. 

;I11 four sons were ministers, including the father of our 

subject, ~110 was also cluite a farmer. To Lewis Layman 

a[l(l wife were born six children, only one of whom, our 

subject, is now living. Those deceased are Mary, Je- 

nlima, John, Phelan, who xas a soldier in Cotnipany H, 

Fifty-ninth Regiment ; and Eliza. The parents were 

model characters, and stood high iI1 the community as 

carnest. consecrated Christians. 

Jacob: our subject, was raised on a farm and did 

much towards bringing ‘the country out from its wildness. 

His early education was of the pioneer style. Even the 

school privileges were ancient, p~tncl~eon floor and seats, 

and the old-fashioned fireplace and stick chimney, and 

this coupled with several miles walk each morning and 

efvening made education an acquisition with sacrifice. In 

1S64 Mr. Laymon enlisted in Company G, Thirteenth 

Indiana Volunteer Infantry, serving until the discharge 

of his regiment at Indianapolis at the close of the lvar. 

He was in all the skirmishes and battles in lvhich his regi- 

ment participated. 

December 22, 1856, he married Rhoda Landrum, 

f ram Kentucky. To them were born four children; 

Lewis, a farmer of 1Vashington township, who married 

Alice Mills; Eliza died aged twenty years; IVilliam, li\:- 

ing on a farm in Washington ‘township, and Dora, lnar- 
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ried Hasting Sherrow and cliecl in Greene county. Mr. 

and Mrs. Laymon as both earnest and consistent mem- 

bers of the Christian church. He is a Republican in poli- 

tics, having filled acceptably the office ‘of township super- 

visor. They moved to their present home in 1S88, and 

are now living peaceably and retired from the laborious 

duties of life. His present farm consists of one hundred 

and thirty-two acres, which he has improved, and in 

Igo2 he btiilt his present comfortable dwelling. He also 

owns sixty acres in 1Vashington township. Their chil- 

dren run the farms, leaving their parents to enjoy the 

retirement they so richly deserve. 

-- 

D-AVID JJ-. STEiVART. 

It was Shakespeare who wrote in his Julius Caesar, 

“The evil that men do lives after them, but the good is 

often interred with their bones.” That statement is, 

no doubt, q~alifieclly true, but in presenting the biography 

of h4r. Stewart one is forcibly impressed with the fact 

- that lives of industry and honest, such as his was, often 

lend their influence on succeeding generations. 

David 111. Stewart was born in March. 1841, in 

Guernsey county, Ohio, the son of 1Villiam and Martha 

Stewart, both natives of Pennsylvania. They mov.ecl to 

Ohio in early life and later came to Greene county, Indi- 

ana. (A history of the Stewart family is to be found 

in this volume under the John Adams caption.) 

M’hile living in Ohio, the subject of this sketch 
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responded readily to the call for troops to suppress the 

rebellion, enlisting in Company D, Seventy-seventh Regi- 

ment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He macle an excellent 

record as a soldier, participating in all the battles in 

which his regiment was engaged, and was mustered 

out at Brownsville, Texas, March 8, 1866. 

The subject was grown when the family moved to 

Greene county. M:orking.on his father’s fjrm for some 

time after he returned from the army, he married Sarah 

-1. Tim~%ons in 1S69. She was born in Coshocton 

county, Ohio, in 1841, and was the daughter of Emman- 

uel and Susanna (Stitely) 8Timmons. This family came 

to Greene county, Indiana, in 1845, and settled in Rich- 

land township, having made the trip from Ohi,o by wag- 

on. The land they settled on cost twelve and one-half * 

cents per acre. Mr. Timmons minkcl coal ancl chopped 

~00~1 until he accumulated enough money to purchase the 

place desired. They had the following children : John, 

11’illiam, Mary Ann, Charlotte, Samuel, Sarah. three 

children died unnamed. 

The subject and wife farmed successfully in Rich- 

land township until his death, May 15. 1877. His wiclon 

is still living (011 the old farm, n-hich is still very produc- 

tive and well cared for. He and his wife were the parents 

of three children, namely: Susan, the deceased wife of 

Clark Terrcll, who left two children. She was first mar- 

ried to Grant Heath. The subject’s second child was 

named Charlotte, who died when seven years 01~1. Gran- 

ville D. is the third child of the subject. He is a success- 

ful farmer in Richland township, and was born Septem- 

ber 26, 1876. He married Ada Osborn ‘in 1896, a native 

--. 
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of the above named township. They have four children 

as follows: Ruby, John, Marion Dester and Lesie. The 

first named is thirteen years old, being the olclest, and 

the last named is an infant in 1908. Granville Stewart 

is engaged in general farming, owns one hundred and 

t\venty acres of good land and handles consider%ble stock. 

He and his wife are members of the Methodist church at 

Xlen chapel. . He is a Republican, but is seldom very 

greatly interested in politics. He and his family have 

gained the unclividecl respect of the communitj \vhere 

they live. 

DOCTOR JABEL TERHUNE. 
. 

For many years a leading business man of Linton, 

and long identified with the industrial interests of Greene 

county. Mr. Terhune ranks among the distinguished citi- 

zens of southn-estern Indiana, and by reason of his con- 

nection with large and important enterprises has earned 

a state-wide reputation in business circles. No other resi- 

dent of the community has been so actively iclentified with 

its material development, and none have so indelibly, im- 

pressed their personality on the city or exercised a more 

potent influence in directing and controlling the various 

interests which make for its advancement. The Terhune 

family is of French origin, and was first represented in 

America by several remote ancestors, who flecl from 

France on account of political persecution and settled in 

the colony of Xew Jersey, a number of years previous to 

the Rev,olutionary war. Several of the Terhunes es- 
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pousecl the patriotic cause and served lvith distinction i3 

the struggle for itldepenclence, u-ilich, being grtinecl, tliej 

located in ml-ious parts ol the cottntr!‘. married, i-eared 

families al?tl l~ecmie pmninent ii1 the affairs of their I-clri- 

GUS places 0i residence. The branch to \vhich the subject 

I>elongs settled mm\- >-ears ago in Kentucky, from \vliicii 

state his granclfathet-, Jabel Terhune. migratetl to In- 

diana in IS_t 2 ant1 locatecl iti Greene counts lvllere. in _ * 
due time, he became au estensive lniicl ow1cr and itihu- 

ential man ot’ affairs. He took ati active part in public 

matters, ant1 did mucli to lx-nmctte the de\-elopment of the 

couiitv and ad\-awe its different interests. He died some 

time during the Civil \\-nr. Dal-id Terhune, son of Jalxl, 

\vas lmrn in Fleming ci)uu Q-, Ken tucl;-. IS IS, ant1 came 

to Indiana tile J-ear folh-ing his father’s art-i\.rtl. I-Te 

-r”- 
engaged in the pursuit of agriculture iIi Greene county, 

lnircliasing land km the go!-eminent, also! from his 

father, 2nd iii the course of 2 i-e\\- years lia~l a pod farm 

wider culti~xtion besides cnwing coniclel-able uiiim- 

proved real estate. Sarah Sealis. lviie of Dnvirl Terhme, 

and like liiill a native of Fleming ccmlt!-l Kentuck!~. \vas 

lmrn in tile !-ear IGo. 2nd bore Ilet- lmsbancl 6i.e 9x1s ant1 

me tlaugliter \vho reached maturity. the sltbject of this 

sketch being the oldest of the number. -rllolllas J.. the 

second 0i the hiily, is n In\\-I-er of Lelxnon. this state. 

James T. is a fanner. living in I<zl~~sns. II~illiam D., nest 

in order of birth. has not been seen nor lleard from for 

the last eighteen years, and iii all prohal~ility is dead. 

John E. is a stockman of Incliatialmlis, doing a large and 

successful business. Maq- J.. the clnugl~ter, diet1 at the 

age oi tn-ent!- ?.ears. Eoth parents died in Greene county, 
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the mother in x%S, the father in ISSO. The mother \vas 

at1 esteemed member oi the Presbyterian church, and to 

the stipport of both the Methoclist &id Presbyterian 

c!ltirches Xl-. Terhune contributed liberally of his means 

and influence. and for a number of )-ears lie n-as me of 

the leading- citizens of the comtmtnity in I\-liich he lived. 

D. J. Terhune uxs born on the family homestexl. 

near Linton, September 9. IS$j. and gren- to ma:ihoocl 

hniiliar with the rugged duties oi farm life. Finishing 

his prelilnitlar~- education in the district sc11001s, lie sub 

sequent entered Asburp 110~ De Paun- Unkersity, at 

Greencastle. Indiann. where he prosccutetl Itis stuclics. 

c!e\-nting his vacations to teaching. II-\- xvhicli means he 

\vas enabled to defray the espenses of his c3llegiate tt-ain- 

ing-. Having early manifested n decided preference for 

agi-ictllture aiid rural life, lie turned Iii.3 attention to inrlll- 

iiig \\-[iile still a ~-0ung 111;Ln. ant1 113s ever since heel1 iii- 

tei-estetl ill the 5ame. ljeing at the present time one of the 

largest holclers of real estate in tlie countj~. onxii2g about 

nine hundred acres in Gt-eene cotltlt\-, :\ll g00t1 fatal land, 

ant1 sexTeilt!w per cent. of three tlimsmtl fi\-e htu~tlrerl acres 

(;f \~aluable coal land in Kentuclq-. He is also largely in- 

terestecl in the T~‘;lnclalia Coal Cnnlpall~-s of Iiltliaunplis. 

Itltliam. ant1 the Highlnntl Con1 Compn~-. the iol-mer 

operating- t\venty mines u-it11 an aI-et-age daily output of 

t\\.elve thOll~alld tcJlls. beiilg Olle of the largest pmclUcilig 

companies of Indiana. In addition to the ah-e lie is 

tiil-ectc:!r of tile Dugger State Eal~l;, ;1 director and s-ice 

president of the Linton Bank, besides sustaining a simil21- 

relntioil to the trust colllpa11~ at the latter pl>CC. He alw 

\ms the prillle mxer iii orgnnizing tlic Lititliti 117atei- 
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Company, of I\-hich he is one of the principal stocld~olclers, 

a11cl in addition to the I-ariotis interests and enterprises 

enumerated, he owns other estetisive propert\: interests in 

Linton and else\\-here. being- not onlp one of the leading 

l)tlSitleSS Illeli c:Jf the COLLtlt)w. ht a SLlCCeSSfLll fillallCier Of 

state reputation. His career presents a series of successes 

and ad~xicemetits such as fen- achieve. the manner in 

which he has established and conducted his 1xrious wter- 

prises shou-iiig him to be the possessor 0i husitiess and 

esecuti1-e ability of ;1 syery high order md of a clear tlis- 

criminatiiig- jwlgiiient and rare sagacit!-, I\-hicli m-e sel- 

tlcn~. ii el.er, at fault. He is a natural lmrn leader oi men, 

entlon-ed I\-it11 the lxx\-er to inaugurate and carrj. to SLLC- 

cedd concIu~im large 2nd important enterprises. and to 

him, imre perhaps than to any one, is tltte the business 

mtl intlu.;trial prosperit\- of Linton, and the sulxtnntial 

tlevelopment of the community- along other than material 

lines. 11-ith a character above criticism and of scrupulouS 

integrity. he has \\.oii a high place in the csteeni and cm- 

fitlence 0i hi.; felln\\- citizens. ant1 all n-ho come \\.itllin 

the range of his influence bear testimoii\* to llis 1mt1~ ad- 

inii-able qualities of mind ant1 heart. 

Politicall!- 3Ir. Terlnme is a Democrat, hut l;ot 3 

pliticim in the sense the term is ustlally L~uclei~~to(~(l. For 

the last elej-en !-ears he has been a member of the lmnrtl 

of mnnagei-s of the IndiA Ref0miatol-y~ al:cl i01- a 1mg 

time has ken acti\-ely itleiitifiecl \vit!l the iiiunicipl gel-- 

ernmel:t of Lititon. hesides being one 3i the trustees of 

De Pauw T_Tnix-ersity. 

He belongs to the I\Iasonic kttemit~-j iii \\-llicll he 

has long been an active worker-. and also holtls ni:nil)er- 
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ginia and of English ancestrv. They canle to Montgo~n- 

et-i\- county. Ohio, I\-hen J-omg and later imx-ccl to Lr,gnn 

count)-, that state, u-here they liked and died. They \vere 

active n-orker5 in the ?dethodist Protestant church. To 

this mien .;even cliilcll-eii \vere born, nnnlel!- : Eliza, n-110 * 

n*as the wife of John &\-is. died iii Log-an county. Ohio; 

Enline, \\-ho \\-as the wife of \\7illianl Harrimux, died in 
I 

Kenton, Ohio ; 1~7illiain. the subject of this SlietCll : 

Thomas. died in Pnulcling county. Ohio; Jane, I\-ife of 

John Killing-er ; Elizal>eth died in >-oung- womnn!~~~l ; 
I 

L)-din died in Kenton. Ohio, and her husl~ntl, Henq 

Em-es. died in the Ci\*il \\-a~-. 

The subject of this SlietCll \vas raised mi a farm ant1 

-- 



S1L.U I’. U-AGGOSER. 

Silas I?. I\-aggonei-, the subject. n-as hrii in La!\-- 

rence county, Indiana, Felxuar)i IS. 182. md his long 

and xortlg- career on earth closed Jmuarv 30. 1907. 

His parents, types of the staunch citizenship of the old 

colonial days, I\-ere natives of I’irginia. wlin migrated to 

Kentucky ant1 in r8r_t came to this state. I\-hen most of 
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their ~~eigtlboi-s I\-ere the red men, none tw friendly, 

many of them. Tl le old log cabin which these llartlp 

pioneers hilt, being aided 11) the Indims, is still pre-- 

served as a relic of “ye olden tyme.” 

Tile subject a\-ailed himself ot‘ the earliest ol)p31-- 

tunity to fight in defense of the cwntq- he lo\-et1 Jo well. 

and at the outbrenk oi the K~I- bet\\-een the dates enlisted 

ill CC~IIlp~ll!~ E, l’n-enty-uintll IildirtllA \-olunteer Illf;lll- 

tq-, ant1 rendered gallrult se;-j-ice as a corpoKl1 througl~nut 

the war. 

Saturall!- Silas P. 1\‘aggonei- learned fnrining. since 

he ii-25 ltiUlY1 nil ;t Iat-m allcl I\-srl;eil with llis htlier clenr- 

itig ant1 preparit1g the I-irgiil mil in La\\-t-ence count!- 

for qyicLlltLn-al pLl’p”“5. Ijut he also lenrnerl the miller’s 

trade and operated ;1 mill ior seine time in Slartiu cotln- 

t!- : later ccming to Greene m,unt:\- xliere he farmed for 

nxm~- !-ears in Taylor ton-nsliip. Altllougl~ his early ecltr- 

cational ad\-nntag-es \\-ere l-et-y limitetl. lie applied l~imscl~ 

as best he could and his success in whatever he unclertool~ 

after lie reaclied inanl~oocl \ms proof that his native 

ability hat1 been streiig-thened md culti\-atetl through lli5 

earl!- application of mind. His farm in Greene comt~- 

\\-as. e\.ctl in those (lays, consideretl in ntl\-ancc of thxe 

of llis neig-hlxm in imrly respects. 
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early settlers in Monroe county, Itlcliana. Ivan King and 

n-ife had nine children, as i0110lv\-s : 1\‘illiani, xho u-as 3 

soldier in the Mesican and CiviI warSt is llO\\- deceased; 

Jesse I-I., a soldier in the Civil \var, is also deceased; 

Ilargarett the \\-ido\\- 0i t!ie subject of this sketcll ; John 

and Eenjamin, both soldiers in the Union army, are 

both deceased ; Gran\-ille is a farmer in Taylor ton-llship ; 

-ilkccl, hmicla ancl Ann Eliza are all deceased. 

l\Iat:-gal-et Jane 11*ag-g-onet-, the subject’s I\-iclou-, \vx 

three times married, first to John Eog-art, R farmer. The> 

had t\\-l> children, both now deceased. Her second imr- 

riage u-x to Zacliariah Cattron, and bj- this union se\-en 

children were born : Xatilda Elfin, n-ho marl-iecl 1Tarl; 

L.iles, died in ,-h-kawas ; Joel R. clietl in infmc\- ; Jo!ln 

l\lnck is n farmer in TX>-lor tcwnship : Lnurn mnrriecl 

I\Ial-tin Eoling, oi Scotland; Benjamin C. is a railroad 

lnan in Missouri; Henq- H. is a merchnt in Arknnsas; 

Margaret Alma married Ed. ITest and died at Ol;lah~.mn 

CitJ7, Oklahoii~a. Her third inarriage was to the subject 

of this sketch, but ti0 children \vere bnrii to this uitioii. 

She is 110~ lil4ng in Scotlantl, Greene count>-, Indirt!m. 

Silas P. ‘\\‘agg-oner 11-x a Republican in politics mcl 

at one time n-as llis part!-‘s choice for sheriff. ~ratetnnll~- 

he n-as a Xtson and a loyal member of the Christinn 

chut-ch. 

\I-UUOS EEXSETT. 

The subject’s birth occurred in Sullil-an county-. In- 

diana. September q, IS-~+ the son of Jnmes and Sat-ah 
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(Smith) Bennett, the latter a native of Kentucky, the 

daughter-of Elijah and Polly (‘IValker) Smith, who were 

early settlers in Sullivan county, Indiana. James Ben- 

nett, the subject’s father, was the son of Roland Bennett, 

also a native of Kentucky, who came with his parents to 

Greene county, Indiana, and took up government land 

in an early clay, settling in Richlancl township. He was 

a 1Yhig and later a Republican. He was supervisor for 

some time. He and his wife, whom he married in Greene 

county, were Baptists and the parents of eight children, 

namely : Mary Jane, deceased ; Marion, the subject ; 

Lovel, deceased; John, n-ho lives in Kansas; Jasoq de- 

ceased ; Roland, who lives in I,owa ; Hiram ancl Sarah, 

both deceased. 

Marion Bennett has spent nearly all his life in 

-. Greene county, havin, w been raised on a farm, receiving 

his maltal training in the old-time public schools. In 

1866 he married Sarah Bland, a native of Greene county, 

Indiana, and the daughter of Robert H. and Chloe 

(Hodges) Bland, the former of Nlorth Carolina and the 

latter of Greene county. Both the Blands and the Hodges 

were early settlers in Highland township, Greene county. 

Five children have been born to the subject and wife? 

namely : J 1 o m, who married Deby Sinclair, and is liv- 

ing in Fair Play township, Greene county ; Joseph, who 

lives at home with his father; Allie, the wife of Oliver 

Marley, who lives on a farm in Fair Play township: 

Cora, who died in childhood ; Alma, who is the wife of 

Ollie Owen. Robert H. Bland, b aranclfather of the sub 

ject, was a soldier in the Forty-third Regiment. Indiana 

Volunteer Infantry. He had eight children, namely : 
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Rebecca, Sarah, Xancy, Mary, Joseph, James, 1Yilliam 

and Catherine. 

Although a lad of only sixteen years when the na- 

tion called for troops to suppress the great rebellion that 

threatened her very foundatilons, our n:orthJv subject could 

not restrain his patriotism and enlisted in 1861 in Com- 

pany D, Fifty-ninth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infan- 

tr!-, at Bloomfield, rendezvoused at Camp Hug-es, Gos- 

port,, Indiana, and served with such courage that he was 

raised to the rank of orderly sergeant. After going to 

Xew Xlbany, Incliana, where the regiment remained foi 

a short time, it was sent to Kew Maclritl! Missouri ; then 

it reported to General Pope at Kew Madrid, awl u-as or- 

dered to Shiloh, but did not reach there in time for the 

battle. The regiment hacl a skirmish at Hamburg at::1 

Tiptonville, Mississippi, and was in the iattle at Corinth. 

Later was at Helena, Arkansas, and Jackson, Illississippi. 

The subject has in his possession the flagstaff that his 

regiment carried until the battle of Champion Hill. He 

was also in the battles of Raymond, Port Gibson, Black 

River or Champion Hill, and in the siege of \?cksburg 

for forty-five days. On May 2ad of that year the subject 

had the pocket shot out of his blouse jacket, but was not 

injured. He was later in the battles of Missionary Ridge 

and -Atlanta, Buzzard Roost, in the famous march to 

the sea under Sherman and was finally in the grand re- 

view in 11’ashington City. 

After being honorably discharged the subject went 

to farming in Highland township, Greene county: In- 

diana. After working dor thl’ee years he came to his 

present location in ISTo. This farm now consists of four 
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hundred acres, which is considered as good as any land 

in Fair Play township. He is a caieful farmer and es- 

ercises splendid judgment in raising crops and handling 

stock of all kinds. 

Mr. Bennett is a Republican in political belief. He 

has been school director and supen:isor, justice of the 

peace and constable; also trustee of Fair Play township. 

He takes a lively interest in political affairs. Fraternally 

he is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

at Switz City, passed throu,oh all the chairs, and has rep- 

resented the local organization at the grand lodge. He 

is a member of the Grand Z\rn~y of the Republic and 

both he and his wiie are members of the Baptist church. 

They are n-e11 known and held in highest respect by the 

entire communit\-. 

ELSIVORTH I\‘-ATSOS. 

Elsworth I!-atson, a progressive farmer of Rich- 

land tomwnship, xas born January 15, 1877, in Center 

township,’ the same county. He was only two years old 

~-hen his father died. He went to school during the win- 

ter months, working for his board and serving as a farm 

hind during the rest of the \-ear. He married Susan 

Flory, February 21, ISSg, after which he farmed in Cen- 

t,er township, Green county, for two years, and for a 

short time in Richland township. In IS92 he went to 

Douglas county1 Illinois, and farmecl there for a period 

of ten years. In Igo3 he returned to his native township 

and bought 
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and bought over three hundred acres of land, where he 

still lives. He has a fine farm, over two hundred acres 

of which are in cultivation. He raises a great deal of 

stock of all kinds ancl carries on general farming-. He is 

a Democrat. His wife was the daughter of Noah E.. 

and Maria (Miller) Flory. He is a native of Pennsyl- 

vania. He came to Ohio, near Dayton, and then to 

Greene county, Indiana, locating near Tl$ip. He was a 

cooper by trade. He died in ISga. His widow is living 

in Richland township, Greene county, Indiana. She went 

to OhiN with her parents when young. Her granclfa- 

ther was John Flory? a native of Pennsylvania and a pio- 

neer of Greene county, Indiana. Noah E. Flory and wife 

had thirteen children, namely : Catherine, ~~110 married 

James Quackenbosh. of Vermilion, Kansas ; Elizabet!l, 

xho married 11’illiam Stalcup, of’ Richlancl township ; 

John, a farmer of the same locality, n-ho married Idn 

Ku11 ; Henry, a preacher and farmer, l~lio also lil-es 

there; hIav, Callie, Riley, Noah and Ella, all deceased ; 

Jacob: a farmer in Richlancl township; Susan, the sub- 

ject’s xife; Samuel, a farmer of Douglas county, Illi- 

nois, \\:ho is married ; Thomas, ~-110 married ,Illverta 

Hunter; they live in Tulip, Indiana. The subject and 

I\-ife have seven chilclren, as follows : Dexter, Charles 

and Harley! twins; Clyde, Nettie, Vesta and Albert. 

, 

The subject of this sketch is the son of Daily and 

Quintella (Payne) 1Vatson, natives of Greene county. 

He died in September, ISTg. She married James M. 

King, of Tennessee, who died in a few years, and she 

married a third time. Christ~opher Horn n-as her last 

husbancl. They lived at Koleen, Indiana. The 1Vatsons 
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were natives of Virginia and were pioneers of Greene 

county, Indiana. Daily \Vatson grew up in Center to,wn- 

ship and attended the neighborhood schools, working on 

his father’s farm. He was always a farmer, and ‘a mem- 

ber of the Christian church. He and his wife had three 

children. They are : Marion, an attorney and real es- 

tate dealer at Arthur, Illinois ; he married Josie Gamron ; 

Elsworth, the subject of this sketch; Daily, a farmer near 

Chesten-ille, Illinois, who marriecl Esther Owens. There 

were five children from the second marriage of the sub- 

ject’s mother, namely : Irvin, deceasecl; Lusette, wife of 

Franklin Stillens, of A&-thur, Illinois ; Rosetta, wife of 

John Troy, and Viola, single, both of Arthur, Illinois; 

Albert, a carpenter, \vho married Della 1Vinings, of Al-- 

thur, Illinois. 

i 

HENRY HASSLER. 

Henry Hassler, who lives on a farm in 1Vashington 

township, was born in Taylor township, this. county, Feb- 

ruary 10, 1852. He is the son of Christian and Sarah 

(Stone) Hassler, the former a native of the Canton of 

Bern:, Switzerland, being a young man when the family 

came to Xmerica. Christian was the son of Peter and 

Elizabeth (Kelp) Hassler, both natives of Sn-itzerland, 

who early settled in Taylor township, Greene county, In- 

diana, being highly respected among the other pioneer 

families at that time. Christian Hassler died in Taylor 

township on a farm in 189s. Both he and his wife were 

members of the Baptist church. They were successful 
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falqller people and much liked by their neighbors. Chris- 

tian Hassler had three children by his first marriage. They 

are : Margaret, the wife of John Gilkinson, xv110 lives in 

Jackson township ; Henry, the subject of. this sketch ; 

Elizabeth, widow .of George Ledgerwood, living in Cass 

township. Christian’s second wife was Margaret Fitz. 

One child, Isabella, who is now deceased, n-as born to 

this union. Sl le was the wife of Daniel Homerickhouse. 

Henq- Hassler was raised on a farm ancl educated 

in the common schools in Taylor township. He remained . 

at home until he was twenty-one years old. In 1877 he 

married Sarah Collins, who died in rS79, leaving one 

child, Catherine, the wife of ~1:‘illiam Osborn, who lives 

in Xartin county, Indiana. The subject’s second mar- 

riage was to Martha 1\raggoner. She died in rS9S: lea\,- 

ing five children, namely : Florence, the wife of Harley 

Harclin, n-ho lives. in \Vashington township ; Elmer? Ra- 

she, Fred and Henry, all at home. The third marriage 

of the subject was to Grace 1Vesnidge in 12390. She was 

born 511 Smith township, and n-as‘the daughter lof Henry 

and Nancy 1Vesnidge. Two children were born to ihe 

subject's third n;ife, namely : Cora ancl John. 

-After the subject’s first marriage he began farming 

on his present farm, which was at that time wild, being 

covered with native forests. He has cleared and drained 

the land; also erected modern buildings on it, including 

a splendid residence, an ample barn and convenient out- 

buildings, until he has an attractive place, his home farm 

consisting of ninety-six acres of land, besides his other 

farms in the same township. iVIr. Hassler raises a good 

grade of stock cattle and a large number of mules. He 
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is a model farmer and makes a success of whatever he 

undertakes. 

The subject is a Democrat. He and his family are 

members of the Baptist church at Shiloh, Indiana. 

OTIS G. FIELDS. 

/==.. 

In the life history of Mr. .Fields we find qualities 

u-orthy of admiration, for he has had to Cihoe his own 

row” and make for himself a home and a reputation, both 

of which he has done admirably well, as we shall see. 

He was born in Owensburg, Greene county, Indiana, 

where he hasi preferred to live during his entire life, the 

elate of his birth occurring on October 14, 1866. He is 

the son of Hans and Charlotte (Hatfield) Fields, the 

former a native of Lawrence county, Indiana, where he 

was born June 29, 1532, coming to Greene county in 

ISS~, where he married and worked at his trade, that of 

a stone and brickmason. He was a member of the Chris- 

tian church and a Republican. Eight children were in 

this family, seven of whom are living, five in Greene 

county.. They are : Forest Rose, the wife of Thomas 

Sweney, of New Albany, Indiana; Admiral F., postmas- 

ter at Owensbu,rg; Otis G., the subject; Pauline is de- 

ceased ; Christy is the wife of John Riley, living in Bloom- 

field; Effie is the wife of Charles Page, also of Bloom- 

field ; Commodore lives in Owensburg; Erie is the wife 

of Dr. Samuel Snider, of Indianapolis. 

Otis G. Fields attended school at Owensburg, where 

he spent his youthful days in close application t>o his books 

for 
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for five pears. Then he went to work in a store for 

Noah Brown, where he worked for seven years, giving 

entire satisfaction as a clerk. After this he farmed for 

several years. On May IS, 1895, he began work as a 

section hand ; later he was promotecl to foreman, whic!l 

position he now holds, bein g considered by the compan! 

for which he works one of the best in their employ. 

The subject was married March 21, 1889, to Attha 

Hennon, who was born and raised in Owensburg, where 

she received a common school education. The date of 

her birth was March 21, 1S73. Her parents were old 

settlers in that vicinity. Seven children have been born 

to this union, who have survivecl infancy, namely: Ic!a 

Fay, deceased ; Estella, Lola, Pansy,, Mildred, Velma, 

James and Clayton, all living at home. The subject and 

wife are members of the Church of Christ, and the for- 

mer is a Republican in political belief, but takes ~10 ac- 

tive part in politics. Mr. Fields is a great lodge man and 

his many friends say his daily life is clearly indicati\-e 

that he lives up to the doctrines embodied in the laws 

governing the lodges with which he is affiliated. He 

joined the Masonic lodge at Hobbieville, So. 567, in 1903. 

He is also a member lof the Independent Order of Odd 

Fellows, having been noble grand six times and twice a 

representative at the grand lodge. He has been through 

all the chairs of the Red Men’s lodge, which he also 

represented at the grancl lodge. He is a chartel’ member 

of the Rebekah Lodge, No. 3 3. +P Mrs. Fields is also a 

member of the Rebekahs, having been past grand master. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fields owl; a comfortable home in 

Owensburg, where they number their fl’iends by the 

scores. 
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1; I ‘2 WILLIAM A. CRAIG. 

This enterprising business man and representative 

citizen is a native of Greene county., born in Stockton 

township on November 26, 1867, his family being among 

the earliest settlers in this part of the state, and for many 

years actively identified with the growth and developme~~t 

of Stockton township? where his father, Thomas Alesan- 

der Craig, a well-to-do farmer and a man of substantial 

\vorth departed this life in 1873. Jane McClaren, wife 

of Thomas -4. Craig; and like him, a representatil-e of 

one of the pioneer families of the above township, died in 

the year 1874, having borne her husband eleven children, 

of whom four are living, namely : Isaac F., a farmer 

residing’ near Fredonia. Kansas ; Amanda A., wife of C. 

D. H&on. of Linton ; Sarah E. \\-ho married Rev. E. 

Cofin, a minister of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
I 

.I 

I 
1 

stati,onecl at Anderson, this state, and \\‘illiam -A., u-ho is 

the youngest of the family. 

John Craig, a brother of the subject, I\-as killed in 

the army cluring the. Civil war, five of the children dying 

in infancy; Mary E., who married H. ;\I. Sheru-ood, 

died in 1908. 

The father was also a soldier during the war between 

the North and the South, serving in an Indiana regiment 

from the beginning to the encl, of the struggle. 

llrillianl A. Craig received his preliminary educa- 

tional training in the public scl~ools of Greene county? and 

in the tow-n of Spencer, and later fitted himself for a 

business career by completing a full- course in Bryant 8r 

Stratton’s Commercial College at Inclianapolis. In the 
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meantime he worked for a limited period in a furniture 

factory at Mound City, Illinois, and after finishing his 

business course returned to the same place where, during 

the ensuing two years he was employed as clerk in a 

grocery house. Severing his connection with that line 

of trade he engaged with a mercantile company at 

Knightsville and Brazil, Indiana, but after a year at 

those places went to Cairo, Illinois and accepted a posi- 

tion with the New York Dry Go.ods Company, a wholesale 

and retail house, which he represented for a part of the 

time as traveling- salesman, and a part of the time in 

the wholesale department, remaining with the company 

about two years. _4t the espiration of the time indicated 

he entered the employ of the Andrew Lohn Bottling 

Company, in the city of Cairo, but after a year with 

that concern took service with the Backrow si Block 

Drapery Compaq, r of St. Louis, where he remained three 

years. the meanwhile becoming familiar with the cletails 

of the business bl- a practical esperience such as falls to 

the lot of few within so, short a time. 

In 189; Mr. Crai, ‘m engagecl in business at Linton, 

Indiana, opening a grocery and feecl store in connection 

I\-ith a bakery, this being his, first venture as an independ- 

ent factor in the business worlcl. After four years as 

proprietor of the establishment he became a member of 

the firm of Craig Sr Bryant, b menera merchants, and dur- 

ing the nine months this partnership lasted these gentle- 

men laid out an additi,on to Linton known by tl!eir names, 

this being the first important boom in the history of the 

place. Disposing of his interest in the business to his part- 

ner, Mr. Craig turned his attention to real estate ancl in- 

39 



surance, in both of which he has built up an estensive and 

lucrative patronage, doing the largest business of the kind 

in the city, and in ma~litude and importance second to no 

other man or firm in the county similarly engaged. In the 

matter of insurance his agency includes all the principal 

companies operatin, u in the state and the business has 

grown steadily until it takes a very wide range represent- 

ing many thousand dollars annually with every prospect 

In the of still greater increase with each succeecliiig,~-ear. 

real estate he has in connection with the general business 

handled several additions to the toxn, and met with most 

gratifying success, the best evidence of his continuous 

prosperity being various material improvements which he 

has made to the town, notably, the substantial building in 

which the Linton Trust Company is located, the fine 

stone front in which he has his office, the beautiful modern 

brick dwelling- on A street, Northeast, and others in dif- 

ferent parts of the town. 

Mr. Craig was instrumental in organizing the Home 

Loan and SalGigs Association, of \\-hich he was secretary 

from Igo3 to 1907, and was also the leading spirit in 

organizing the First Kational Bank of Lintoa, the Union 

Lumber Conlpany, the Linttin Opera H,ouse Company, 

the First National Bank of Jasonville, and the T,inton 

Trust Company, of which he has been president since it 

\s-as established in 1905. 

At this time he is president of the Kew Union Lum- 

ber Company~ organized in 1904, director of the Linton 

and Jasonville banks, sustains the same relation to the 

Home Loan and Savings AAssociation, besides being sec- 

retary and treasurer of the Linton Opera House Com- 

pany, 
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From the foregoing it can be eas.ily seen that Mr. Craig 

is a man of wide and varied business experience and as the 

various interests with which his name is so intimately 

associated have fully met the high expectations of their 

founders and proven successful in all the term implies 

it is a compliment worthily bestowed to class him among 

those men of mature jucl,oment, wise discretion, rare 

foresi@ and discriminating- sagacity to whom the pub- 

lic naturally look for leadership in large and important 

enterprises. 

Mr. Craig, as already indicated, is first of all a busi- 

ness man anda has hacl little time or inclination to devote 

to fiolitical matters, having never aspired to public honors 

or sought official positio,n at the hands of his fellow citi- 

zens. Kevertheless, he keeps in touch with the trend of 

affairs, is deeply interested in the success of the Republic- 

=-. 
an party, which he has supported ever since old enough 

to wield the elective franchise and is conscientious iii 

the discharge of all the duties de\:olving upon him as 

a man and citizen. 

He hasp a beautiful and refined home in Linton, the 

presiding spirit of which is the intelligent and estimable 

lady to whom he was united in the bonds of wedlock 

December q,ISgS, and who, prior to that time, bore the 

name of Grace M. Freeman. Mr. and Mrs. Craig hax:e 

one daughter who answers to the name of Martha Gray 

Craig, born May 22, 1900. 

Fraternally Mr. Craig is identified with the Eenes-o- 

lent Protective Order of Elks and the Pythian Erother- 

hood, belon,aing to the uniform rank of the latter organ- 

ization. 3 
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THO1L’IAS SHARPLES. 

Thomas Sharples, who lives in Taylor town&p, is 

among the many foreigners who have come to this state, 

and, finding conditions so favlorable for making an hon- 

est li+ig, have preferred to remain here rather than re- 

turn to their native lancl. He was born in Lancashire, 

England, January 7, 1820. Although he went to school 

only one’month, the subject is fairly well educated, having 

applied himself clurin,a spare moments throughout his life. 

He was compelled to work harcl when a boy, coming with 

his parents to TVest Virginia when he was ten years old 

ancl remained with them until he was twenty, then moved 

to Ohio, but went back to 1l’est Virg-inia for a short 

time. Later he returned to Ohio, and in ISQ came to 

Greene county, Indiana, and in 1844 he entered eighty 

acres of land in Martin county. He married Catherine 

Sicholst zi native of Lawrence county, Indiana, in 1813. 

She died in Taylor township in November, 18gq, and 

he married Sarah Porter, widow of John.Porter and a 

daughter of John \Va ggoner and Charity (Baily) \Vag- 

goner, the former a native of Kentucky and the latter a 

native of Tennessee. They located in Martin county, In- 

diana, Iv-here he l&cl by farming and where they both 

died. The subject had no child by either wife. His sec- 

ond lvife had sis children by her first husband, John 

Porter, namely : Charity, William, Christopher, de- 

ceased ; Alma, Ida, Mary, deceased. 

Thomas Sharples lived in Martin county, Indiana, 

until 1898, when he moved to Scotland, Indiana, and re- 

tired. He has four hundred and eighty acres of well im- 
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proved land. After selling his farm in Martin county he 

bought t,vo hundred acres in ‘IVashington township, 

Greene county. Later he purchased twelve acres near 

Scotland. He is a Democrat politically. His wife is a 

member of the Baptist church. 

Thomas Sharples is the son of David and Alice 

(IValler) Sharples. The former was a farmer who came 

to America in 1830 and located in Wellsburg? 11’est Vir- 

ginia. His wife and five children joined him the follow- 

ing year. He worked in the g-lass works as a miser for 

two years, then he rented a farm and worked it for three 

years. He went to Coshoctton county, Ohio, where he 

lived on a farm for ten years. Then he came to Greene 

county, Indiana, locating in Taylor township on a farm. 

Later he went to Monroe county, this state. His first 

wife died in Ohio. His second wife, who was Jane Mc- 

Kane, a native of Ireland, died in Monroe county. He 

was a Democrat and an Episcopalian. He had nine chil- 

dren by his first wife, namely: Ellen, John died in in- 

fancy, James, Mary, Thomas, David, 1Villiam, Sarah and 

John. He had two children by his second wife, Robert 

and Andrew. He died in Rionroe county, Indiana. 

ABRAHAM SWANGO, 

Among those in Greene county whose labors have 

profited alike themselves and the~community in which they 

live is the gentleman whose name appears at the head 
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of this sketch. Although Mr. Swango is not a leader 

in politics or a plunger in great industrial entezprises, he 

is regarded as a farmer who possesses sound judgment 

and great ener,gy, the. two qualities that go to make the 

successful man m,ore than any other. 

Abraham Swango was born in Kentucky, A4t~gust 

28, 1844, his birth occurring after his father’s cleath. 

He was brought up on the old homestead, and being 

busily engaged in farming, had scarcely any time to at- 

tend school, consequently he has never been able to ii-rite, 

which fact he greatly regrets. Hoxever, he has suc- 

ceeded remarkably well for one being thus handicapped. 

tie remainecl with his mother, helping support her after 

she moved from Kentucky to Dearborn county, Indiana, 

and his love and care for her was one of the noblest traits 

shown by our subject. 

_Uthough not yet seventeen years old when the dark 

clouds of rebellion gathered over this country, Mr. Sn-an- 

go left mother and friends, responding to President Lin- 

coln’s call for loyal citizens to save the Union, and en- 

listed in Company D, Third Indiana Cavalry, and took 

part in all the engagements in which this regiment was 

involved while a part of the Army of the Potomac, the 

most notable engagements being the battles of Gettys- 

burg, Fredericksburg and the cavalry raid sent against 

Richmond. He passed through all this and was never 

wounded or in the hospital. He was regarded as a brave 

and efficient soldier, aljvays ready to go into the hottest 

part of the battle if he was ordered to do so. After the 

war Mr. Swango returned to Dearborn county. Indiana, 

and resumed farming. In 1868 he was married to Per- 

;,ri,.. ,, __ - 
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villa Dill and to them was born one son, Forest A., a 

resident of Limsetone, Indiana. After they had been 

married less than two years the hand of death was laid 

upon the young wife and he was left with this son. His, 

second marriage was to Kate Buhrlage, who also died 

in eighteen months from the date of her marriage. The 

subject’s third marriage was to Julia Jackson, who also 

died early. His last marriage was to Rachel A. Rose, 

with whom he is now living. They were married July 

JO, 1877. Sh e was born and reared in Greene ‘county, 

her natal clay falling on May 23, 1853. Her parents 

xere natives of Kentucky, her father dying before she 

was born, leaving her mother xith a family. School ad- 

vantages were denied the wife of the subject. 

Nine children were born to this ,union, namely : 

Alta, the wife of Ernest Lehman, residents of Owens- 

burg; Dick, who also resides in Owensburg: Sallie, wife 

of Fred Rush; Bitha, wife of George P)orter; Ella, wife 

of Delmer Foddrili; Grace and Maggie. All these chil- 

dren received a fair11 good common school education. 

Mr. and Mrs. Swango haye numerous f@lds in the 

neighborhood where they reside, being regarded among 

the most honest as well as hard-working citizens of Jack- 

son township, and their children are all honored and \vel! 

spoken of by their neighbors. 

11’. A. PORTER. 

Among the energetic farmers of Greene county is 

the gentleman wllose name appears above. The state- 
ment that improvements on Mr. Porter’s farm are equal 



. 
3 

-- 

616 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS 
: 

to any place in this part of the county is sufficiently in- 

dicative lof the fact that he is progressive in the broadest 

sense of the term, all the external features of his property 

being in his favor. He is decidedly a public-spirited man, 

always being ready to lend his time and advice to any 

movement that looks to the betterment of his community 

in ,any way. 

-’ 

,, 

Mr. Portel’ is a native of Jackson township, Greene 

county, where he still resides, having believed from the 

first that better opportunities for him were to be found 

right at his door than in any other locality. ‘The date 

of his birth occurred on December 18, 1839. He is the 

son of John T. and Elizabeth (1Vork) Porter. Members 

of the Porter family were originally from Germany, who 

settled in Maryland after they came to America. The 

father lof the subject came to Virginia where he died, and 

his wife moved to Indiana, settling in, Jackson township, 

wheia she resided until her death.’ JVhen she first came 

to this county she had only eleven hundred dollars with 

which to invest in land, but being a woman of rare thrift 

she soon had a comfortable living. The 1Vork family 

originated in Irerand. 

M. A. Porter was married October IO, 1861, tlo 

Catherine Pugh, the wedding occurring in Pennsylvania. 

The subject and wife have six children, all married and 

doing well from a financial standpoint. They are John, 

Sarah, Mary, Joseph,, Emma, Charles. 1Vhile Mr. Porter 

had only a limited text-book education, yet he has educat- 

ed himself by general readin g and study and by coming 

in contact with the world. He first learned the black- 

smith’s trade, which he worked at in connection with 

his f. 
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his farm for a period lof twenty-eight years. He was con- 

sidered one of the best blacksmiths of the township. 

He now owns two hundred and twenty-one acres of land 

which is kept in first-class condition. He finds time to 

raise excellent stock, being a breeder of Polled Xngus 

cattle, having recently purchased some very fine speci- 

mens of this well known stock. He has always been a 

lover of horses and keeps a number of good ones about 

the place all the time. His judgment on horses aocl mules 

is regarded by his neighbors as being unescellecl by that 

of any man in the county. 

Mr. Porter takes an active part in the political af- 

fairs of his cjounty and he is a well known figure at local 

conventions, being a strong Democrat. In 1874 he was 

elected trustee of Jackson township by a vote of one 

hundred and seventy majority. The township was 

Republican by tlventy votes. His official career lasted 

four years and was a success in every respect. In 1900 

he was re-elected by a majority of thirty-nine vlotes, when 

the township went one hundred and eight Republican. 

This remarkable showing certainly speaks well for his 

standing in the township. He was the nominee of his 

party in the spring of 1908 for commissioner of the first 

district, and his nomination for this important position 

was generally regarded as a most fortunate one. ML* 

Porter is a Royal Arch Mason. 

Although his life has been a busy one, he has found 

time to travel some. He is a man regarded by everyone 

who knows him as being broad-minded and far-seeing, 

as well as thoroughly trustworthy. 
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GEORGE FRAANCIS MYERS. 

George Francis Myers, one of the most highly skilled 

n-ooclworkmen that ever labored in Greene county, who 

is just now closing a long career in this profession and 

entering upon the quiet life of a farmer, was born in 

Bloonifield August 30, 1S69. He attended the common 

schools of that city up to the se\-enth grade. From 1886 

to ISgo. he n-as on a farin. Then he learned the carpen- 

ter’s trade under his father, u%ich he nlatle his life x01-k. 

He was empl,oyecl in L. H. Jones’ planing imill at Bloom- 

field from 1892 until 1902. He worked for a time in the 

employ- of Koi-clyke Sr .AIarnion as a millwri&t. In 1903 

he left this company and took charge of a planing mill at 

Jasonville, Indiana, which he operated for eighteen 

months, u-hen the lmill was moved to Linton. He then 

xent to hIartinsville, Indiana, lx-here he lvorked for the 

Southern Indiana Lumber Conq~any for eighteen months. 

The company sent him to Benton Harbor? Michigan, 

wl!ere he remained a short time. He returned to Greene 

county and later went to ShelbjT-ille, Indiana, where he 

worked in McClaren’s lumber mills. But his health be- 
- . 

gan to iall and he gave up his work, moving back to 

Bloomfield in 1907, working at his trade until the spring 

of 1905, when he traded for thirty acres of land near that 

city and lnoved thereto in April, 1908. He is ,110~ en- 

gaged in farnling in connection \vitli his trade. 

The subject was married Deceniber 24, 1891 f to 

Georgia E. Catt, a native of Rnos county, Indiana, and 

the daughter of George TV. and Lidia (Glass) Catt, both 

natives of Knox county, n-ho ctime to Greene co’unty and 
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purchased the flour mills at Bloomfield. In Igoz they 

moved to Oklahoma, where they now live on a farm. 

They are the parents of the following children: George, 

Granger, Royal, Laura, Nora, Bertha and Georgia, wife 

of Mr. Myers, our subject. Hiram Glass, grandfather 

of the subject’s n-ife, was a soldier in the war of the 

Rebellion and died in Knoxville, Tennessee, (of smallpox 

Jacob P. Catt, the patemal grandfather !of the wife of our 

subject, spent his entire life in Knox county, having been 

an extensive land owner and stock raiser, where he died 

in Igo?, having been eighty-two years old. 

George F. Myers is the son of 1Villiam Henry and 

Susanna (Plummer) Myers, the former having been born 

in Pennsylvania in ISqj. He came with his father, TI’il- 

liam D. Myers, to Greene county, Indiana, in 1856, set- 

tling in 11’ashington township, where the grandfather of 

the subject died in 1873. There the father of the subject 

grew to manhood, where he learned the carpenter’s trade 

with his father, which he followed until five years before 

his death. His disabilities resulting from his services 

in the army from 1861 until 1865 finally caused him to 

abandon his trade and he moved to a farm inherited by 

his wife, which is located in UT’ashin@on township. 1Vheii 

the first call for troops was made to suppress the rebellion 

Mr. Xyers made an effort to get to the front, but he was 

too young and u-as rejected. He later applied and was 

assiQec1 to Company C, First Indiana Heavy Artillery. 

He was wounded at Fort Spanish, Alabama. -4fter the 

war he returned to Greene aounty and follo\i:ecl his trade? 

marrying in I 86s Susanna Plummer. Seven children 

were born to this union, all of whom are living and all 
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being educated. They are : George F., the subject of this 

sketch; John TV., Ora H., Laura G., Ralph IV., JVilliam 

T. and Rena E. They are all married. 

Two children have been born to George F. Myers, 

our subject, and wife. They are Mabel B. and Laura G., 

each living at home and attending the public schools. The 

former is studying music. Both the subject and his wife 

are active members of the Presbyterian church. The for-. 

mer is a Democrat but he does not take a very active part 

in politics. Fraternally he is a Royal Arch Mason and 

a member of the Independent Order of Oclcl Fellows at 

Bloomfield, having first united with this lodge at Lyons. 

He has served all the stations in the lodge and has twice 

been representati\;e in the grand llodge. He is a member 

of the Sons of Veterans. He is also a member of the 

Modem JVoodmen. 

Mr. Myers lives up tcr his church and lodge beliefs, 

as tiny one who is acquainted with his daily life will tes- 

tify. Consequently he has justly gained the high esteem 

gf a large circle of friends and acquaintances. 

ROBERT SMITH. 

The subject of this review is one of the striong char- 

acters who has contributed largely to the material wel- 

fare of the township in which he resides, being a lumber 

dealer and saw-mill man, and, as a citizen, public-spirited 

and progressive in all that these terms imply. For a 

number of years he has been prominently identified with 
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the lumbering interests of Greene county, ancl asI an im- 

portant factor in promoting its progress along social and 

moral lines as m-e11 as industrial his name well deserves 

a place in the record of its representative citizens. 

Robert Smith is a native of Floyd county, Indiana, 

his natal clay being September 30, 1866, the son of John 

and Mary Smith, both of whom died when he was four- 

teen years molcl, and he was thrown upon his own re- 

sources. He went “from pillar to post” and never had a 

chance to gratify his ambition and thirst for knowledge, 

but Mr. Smith had strong innate qualities tl!at made up 

for his lack of test-book training and he went to work on 

a farm, later doing railroad work: So quickly did he be- 

come acquainted with the details of roadbed work that he 

soon became a contractor on his o,wn account and fur- 

nished ties for the company constructing the road. He 
h thus became familiar jvith the timber business, having 

been a keen obserx-er and always looking out to better his 

i condition. He located at On-ensburg about 1874. having 

i. made and ‘savecl money enough to operate a saw-mill. So 

i 
successfully did he manage this business that it has steacl- 

iljr grow-n until he now has four saw-mills in operati,on, 

and from a start with no capital whatex-er he has accu- 

niulatecl at least twenty thdusand dollars, all of which he 

has made unaided. Mr. Snlith is the owner of a fine 

home with every necessary convenience, pleasantly lo- 

cated in the best residential district of Owensb~~rg. 

The subject of this sketch was happily married 

March 15, 1888, to Minnie Eaton, who was born and 

reared in Greene county, where .she attended school, re- 

ceiving a fairly good education. Three interesting chil- 
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drel .I have been born into this home to add to its SUII- 

shine. They are Curtis, Jessie and Juanita. 

Fraternally Mr. Smith is an active member of the 

Red Men, having passed all the chairs, of the lodge at 

Owensburg. 1Vhile he is a loyal Republican and stands 

for clean politics, he seldom takes much interest in po- 

litical affairs. 

The subject is admired by all who know him, be- 

cause he is a man of pleasin g, address and commendable 

traits, having mastered the details of his business him- 

self, learning it by careful observation and experience, 

and he is regarded by the people of the beautiful little 

village of O\vensburg as being one of its most valued 

and best citizens in every respect. 

----- 

r- SETH LAVGHLIS. 

At the outset of the career of the gentleman whose 

life record we briefly call attenti80n of the reader to he 

did not seek any royal road to the goal of prosperity and 

indepelidence, but began early in life to work earnestly 

and diligently to advance himself, and the result is that 

he is now numbered among the influential farmers of 

Jackson township, where he has a farm which ilas been 

de<Teloped from wild soil by the untiring ef3ort oI’ the 

subject. 

Seth Laughlin was born October 22, 1854, in Ran- 

dolph county, North Carolina, and he- forms one of that 

large class of fellow workers from the old Tar Heel 

state who have benefited Indiana, the state o f their aclop- 
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tion, to Such a veq 7 great extent, for among’them is al- 

lvays to be found the highest type of citizenship that the 

nation affords. The parents lof our subject xvere Lind- 

sey and Nancy (Briles) Laughlin, both natives of North 

Carolina, n-110 came to Indiana in 1861 and remained 

here during the remainder of their lives, making a suc- 

cessful venture in farming and raising five children, only 

two of whom now survive, our subject and John Laugh- 

lin, a resident of the state of Oklahoma. 

Seth Laughlin was seven years lolcl when his par- 

ents brought him to this state. He worked diligently on 

his father’s farm in Greene county. He did not go to 

school until nineteen years old, then attended the com- 

mon schools of the neighborhood. Then he taught school 

for eight terms, becoming one of the popular teachers of 

Jackson township at that time, in which all his lab33 

in this line Tvere confined. 

In 1883 the subject was happily married to Xmancla 

Byers, whose paternal family came to this state from 

Pennsylvania. Nine children were born to this uniotl, as 

follows : Ora, Butler, Nannie, Lester, Frank, Hal7-ey. 

Charley, Edna and 1Vade. 

Mr. Laughlin’s farm in Jackson township consists 

of two hundred and seventy acres, which is \\:orth, con- 

servatively speaking, ten dollars per acre. It yields the 

subject and family a comfortable living, being product- 

ive and well managed. General farming is carried on. 

much small grain being produced. Mr. Laughlin also cle- 

votes some attention to stock raising. Politically he is 

a Republican, but does not devote much time to politics. 

However, he always stancls for the best principles and 

best men. 
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HESRY BARER. 

An enumeration of the men who have won honor 

and recognition in the past and added luster to the com- 

munities in which they have acted their parts in life would 

be incomplete without clue notice of the widely known 

and popular citizen whose biography is herewith pre- 

sented; a citizen, who, by the master strokes of a vigor- 

ous personality- and sheer force of character, has risen 

to an enviable place among his fellows, and gained more 

than local repute as an enterprising and progressive man 

of affairs. 

Henry Baker is a native of Niagara county, Kew 

York, and descended paternally from 1J’elsh antecedents, 

while on the mother’s side he inherits the characteristics 

of a long line of sterling New Englancl ancestry. His 

father, Nathan Baker, was an only child, who first saw 

the light of day at East ‘Hampton, Long Island, New 

York, and when a yotmg man learnecl cabinet making 

and carpentry, in both of which trades he acquired great 

proficiency. He also served in the JVar of 1812 and par- 

ticipated in a number of engagements during his period 

of enlistment. Nathan Baker-married in his native state, 

Pruclence Walker, and in 1839 movecl to Greene county, 

Indiana, where he entered land, cleared a good farm and 

spent the remainder of his life, dying in 1851. He was 

one of the earliest pioneers of the county, took an active 

part in the development of the community in which he 

resided and is remembered as a man of strong character 

and unblemished reputation. He was three times mar- 

ried and reared a family of nine children, seven of whom 





GREENE COUKTY, INDIANA. 625 

were born to his union with Prudence Walker. Nathan 

Baker and wife died only three weeks apart and were 

buried at Bloomfield when the subject was nineteen years 

old. In the sprin, m of 1908 their remains were removed 

to the cemetery at Worthington. 
. 

Henry Baker was born August 24, 1832, and at the 

age of seven years accompanied his parents on their re- 

moval to Indiana, since which time his life has been 

very closely identified with the growth and development 

of Greene county, of which he is now in point of con- 

tinuous residence one of the oldest living settlers. Dur- 

ing his childhood and youth he became familiar with .a11 

the varied and rugged duties of pioneer life; assisted by 

his father and brothers to clear and improve the home 

farm and in the indifferent schools of those times ob- 

tained the rudiments of a practical education. The first 

school he attended was taught in a house without win- 

claws and as open between the logs, of which it was com- 

posed, as a rail pen. At that time there was not a build- 

ing in the county erected especially for educational pur- 

poses and for several years various means were resorted 

to to supply this need. The first heating apparatus was 

a large iron kettle placed in the center ,of the room and a 

fire built in it and from this was obtained the only heat 

they had. In due time, or about six years later, a house 

was built two and one-half miles from the subject’s home, 

the aggregate cost of which did not exceed five dollars 

for the entire structure, the door hinges and latch being 

composed of wood. The huge fireplace, which occupied 

the greater part of one end of the building, was supplied 

with wood cut from day to day by the boys in attendance, 

40 
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but the ch’imney proved so faulty that to avoid being 

strangled by the large amount of smoke that escaped into 

the room the door had to be kept open for hours at a 

time to the great discomfort of teacher and pupils. In 

those early days there was no systematic course of study, 

and for a number of years reading was principally taught 

from Ithe New Testament, though occasionally other 

books fiound their way to the school, one of which the 

subject remembers to have been a patent medicine 

almanac. 

Mr. Baker assisted with the labor of the home farm 

until about twenty years of age and then turned his at- 

tention to the carpenter’s trade, which he followed for a 

period of eight years, during which time he saved suffi- 

cient from his earnings to purchase a tract of wild land, 

to the clearing and improving of which he at once ad- 

dressed himself. By energetic and persevering toil he soon 

succeeded in reducing a goodly portion of his place to 

cultivation, besides addin g many other substantial im- 

provements until in the course of a few years he not only 

had a fine farm with all modern accessories, but had also 

increased his holdings by the purchase of other valuable 

real estate in the vicinity. During his prime Nr. Baker 

cleared and otherwise improved two good farms, and 

this, too, from heavily timbered land, which represented 

an amount of labor and sacrifice difficult for one unac- 

quainted with primitive conditions t;o understand or ap- 

preciate. It was by working early and late, frequently 

far into the night, by the light of his blazing log heaps, 

and by expendin, m a vast amount of well directed ener,T 

that his efforts were finally rewarded and he became one 
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of the leadin, w farmers of the community, also one of its 

most enterprising and progressive citizens. He continued 

the pursuit of agriculture until 1892 when he turned his 

farm over to other hands and movecl to \Vorthington, 

lvllere he has since lived a retired life. 

1Mr. Baker has always been public spirited, and as 

an influential factor in the affairs of his county is a rec- 

ognized leader among his fellow men. His life has been 

singularly free from fault, and by a career of honorable 

endeavor he has earned the confidence lof those with 

whom he mingles, while few of his contemporaries oc- 

cupy a more conspicaous place in the esteem of the public. 

He has allvays been a firm believer in the gospel of cor- 

rect living. and although exceeding the Scriptural allot- 

ment of three score and ten by six years, he is still a re- 

markably Ii-e11 preserved man physically, being free from 

the infirmities incident t,o those of his age and a stranger 

to nearly all the ills and pains to which human flesh is 

heir. In early life he formecl those correct habits which 

have their legitimate fruitage in healthful bodies, clear 

brains and well balanced judgment, and he attributes 

much of his rugged energy and splendid vitality to the 

fact of his having always abstained from the use of to- 

bacco in all its forms, and all kinds of intoxicants, drugs, 

tea and coffee, ancl to the temperate use of the legitimate 

blessings It-it11 which nature so bountifully surrout!ded 

him. Mr. Baker is a Prohibitionist in politics ancl an 

earnest advocate of principles which he espouses. Al- 

though no seeker of public honors or emoluments of 

office he served several years .as justice of the peace and 

made a creditable record in that capacity, as is attested by 



628 BIOGRAPHICAL MlhlOIRS 

the large amount <of business transacted in his court and 

the clearness and fairness of his rulings and decisions. 

Mr. Baker owns thirty acres close to ‘\Vorthington, 

which supplies his home and his residence and business 

property in TVorthington and can truthfully say that he 

o\\yes no man in the world a penny. Since twenty years 

of age he has been a contributor to newspapers and jour- 

nals and has some very spicy articles, some of which will 

be- found \vithin this volume, and he has kept a diary for 

thirty-six years. 

On December 3, IS+, he married Sarah Inman, of 

Greene county, daughter of Robert and Rhoda (Wines) 

Inman, five children being the fruits of the union, 

namely : Lizzie, born April I I, 1S60, died February 16th 

of the year following; John, born November 20, 1S62, 

died in infancy ; Nettie, born Jolly 15, 1S65, is the wife 

of Erastus Price, of Lint&on, and the mother of three liv- 

ing chilclren ; George L., born July 24, 1S6S, is engaged 

in the mercantile business at Worthington ; Frankie, the 

youngest of the family and the wife of Fletcher Owen, of 

\Vorthington, was born November 9, ISTO. Like her 

husband, Mrs. Baker is highly esteemed by a large circle 

of friends and acquaintances and possesses the qualities 

of head and heart that win and retain conficlence and pop- 

ularity. She is a zeallous Christian, an active worker in 

the Methodist Episcopal church of \Vorthington and 

has been unremitting in her efforts to impress the prin- 

ciples of morality and true piety upon the minds and 

hearts not only of the members of her household, but of 

all with whom she comes in contact. 
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JOEL HATFIELD. 

He to whom this sketch is dedicated is a member of 

one of the loldest and most honored pioneer families of 

Greene county, where, by habits of industry, he has 

builded a comfortable home in all that this magic word 

implies to a man of simple and healthy tastes. 

Joel Hatfield is the son of George and Elizabeth 

(Snider) Hatfield, 1 laving been born February 8, 1831, on 

the farm where he now lives. His parents were natives 

of Tennessee, who came to Indiana in an early clay. They 

are described as simple, hard-working people of fine 

moral principles and active in church work. The father 

of the subject took a very active part in the Republican 

politics of those early days and made his influence for 

good felt in this field. They were the parents of ten 

children, seven of whom are now (1908) living. 

Joel Hatfield, the subject, labored on his father’s 

farm and attended the common schools of his neighbor- 

hood until he was twenty years old, when he readily re- 

sponded to the wave of patriotism that swept over him 

when our martyred President called for troops to save 

the Union, and this subject enlisted on April 22, 1861, 

in Company B, Eighteenth Indiana Volunteer Regiment, 

for a periocl of three months, after which he returned 

home for a short time, then re-enlisted when it was seen 

that the rebellion was growing in power, his second term 

of enlistment being for one year, and later re-enlisted for 

three years, or during the war. He served in Missouri 

in the campaigm against General Price, rendering gallant 

service as corporal until he was unfortunately seized with 
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rheumatism, which rendered it necessary to discharge 

him from the service in. about a year after his enlistment. 

His government‘now remembers him with a substantial 

pension. Two brothers of the subject, Jerv and Jasper, 

were also in the army. 

After his service in the army Mr. Hatfield returned 

home and resumed farming, and in 1864 married Dolly 

Brown, who was born and reared in Greene county, her 

parents having migrated t!g this state from Tennessee in 

an early day. To this happy union seven children were 

born, five of whom are still living. They are : Carey, 

Hiram, Kiah, Noah, Cora and Jesse. Each of these 

children had the advantages of an early common school 

education. 1Vhen he was married his only earthly pos- 

sessions w&-e a horse and saddle, and now he is the oxner 

of eighty acres of good land on which is a cozy dwelling 

and other convenient buildings. He has made all this 

by his unaided efforts. Politically he is a Republican and 

was at one time supervisor of roads, which office he filled 

in a most acceptable manner. The subject is a member 

of the Cliristian church at Owensburg, Indiana, and both 

he and his wife are not only well known in their com- 

munity, but no people in Jackson township are more high- 

ly respected for their uprightness. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON 11’ARREN. 

He to whose career we now direct attention is num- 

bered among the progressive farmers of Richland tow- I- 
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ship, where he has spent his life and gained a reasonable 

degree of prosperity through his own honest efforts in 

connection with the development of the natural resources 

of this favored section, his chief delight being in owning 

and maintaining up to a high state of efficiency the old 

Warren homestead, consisting of one hundred and sixty 

acres. 

Mr. Warren comes of stanch Irish lineage, -being- 

of the second generation of the family in America, his 

father, 1Villiam IVarren, having emigrated from the Em- 

erald Isle. The subject was born February 22, 1868. 

He made proper use of his time while a youth in the corn- 

mon schools of his neighborho~ocl and laid the foundation 

for the careful thinking ancl planning he has been obliged 

to do during his manhood years in order to make life a 

success and train his family in the paths of virtue ancl 

achievement. During the summer months he worked’ 

assiduously on his father’s farm and delighted in taking 

care (of his worthy parents until he reached manhood’s 

estate, when he married Lizzie Neidigh, with whom he 

lived happily for a period of ten years, when she was 

called to her eternal reward. The subject’s second mar- 

riage was to Jennie Baker, widwi of Joseph Corns. She 

lvas born March 6, 1861, in Madison county, Indiana. 

She had received a good common schotol education and 

. has proved a faithful helpmeet. She is a member of the 

Dunkard church. The subject’s son, Areld 1Yalt&, was 

born August 23, 1898. ’ 

Mr. IVarren, by the exercise of his splendid gifts as 

an agriculturist, has kept the old farm on which he now 

resides in a remarkably good productive state; in fact, itc 
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abundant crops from year tro year have not depleted the 

soil to any appreciable degree. Instead of wearing his 

land literally out by forcing- it to produce all it will each I 

season of the Staple products, he has diversified corn with 

clover and other grasses, which has prevented the soil ’ 

from becoming thin and washing away. Pdolitically he is 

a Republican. 

This sketch should not be closed until something be 

told the reader regarding the life of the subject’s hon- 

ored father, William Warren, who was born July I, 1816, 

in 1Vexforcl county, Ireland. When twenty-one years old 

. he came to America, working in New York City for a 

time. A year later he came to Louisville, Kentucky, 

where he was married in 1810 to Nancy Ann Johnson, 

who .was born near Salem, Indiana. They lived in that 

city for five years, where he performecl the duties of book- 

keeper for a hardware firm. In 18dj he came to Greene 

county, Indiana, settlin, m in Richland township. where he 

remained until his death, September 23. 1873, dying com- 

paratively youn, u but not until he had made a.success. He 

was a Republican and both he and his wife were members 

of the Methodist Episcopal church. They were the par- 

ents of eleven children, George W., the subject of this 

sketch, being the youngest. 

FRANCIS M. DUGGER. . 

This enterprisin, u business man and gallant es-so,l- 

dier, whose name has long been intimately associated 
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with the industrial interests of Greene county, is an hon- 

ored resident of Bloomfield and a citizen of much mere 

than local repute. The family of which he is a repre- 

sentative is traceable through several generations to 

IMark Dugger, who came to this county in a very early 

day, but of .whose life and antecedents little is known. 

The Duggers have long been noted for splendid and sym- 

metrically developed physique, the men being unusually 

tall and erect,. of fine presence and vigorous constitutions, 

while their mental and moral characteristics appear to 

have harmonized with their bodily powers-honorable 

and upright in their relations with their fellow men: scru- 

pulously honest in all their dealings, and possessing in a 

marked degree-the qualities of head and heart thattin- 

sure good citizenship. They have ever exercised a whole- 

some moral influence and always stood high in the es- 

teem of the people with whom they mingled. Th$omas 

Dugger, father of Francis &I’., was born in this state in 

1817. He was an honest, hard-working man, having 

cleared a farm from the primitive forest and devoted his 

life to the pursuit of agriculture, in which he was, more 

than ordinarily s.uccessful. He accumulated a handsome 

competency and became one of the well-to-do men of the 

community in which he lived. Originally a Whig in pol- 

itics, he afterwards became a Republican, and for many 

years was ant active and influential member of the Chris- 

tian church. Sabra Floyd, wife of Thomas Dugger, was 

born in 1816, in Tennessee. She bore her husband nine 

children, and departed this life in Bloomfield, -August 26, 

1903, Mr. DLI,, vmer dying at Jonesboro (now Hobbie- 

ville) on June 6, 1874. Of their nine children~ seven 
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are living at the present time? namely : Sarah, widow 

of J. L. Oliphant; Hettie, widow of Ambrose Meredith ; 

Francis II., our subject ; Elizabeth AI. wife of 0. B. 

Richeson ; Sancy E., wife of J. T. Lamb; \Villiam R., 

and Thaddeus H., all of whom have families and are well 

situated in the matter of worldlj~ wealth. The two, mem- 

bers of the family deceased were tjvin sisters, hI.aly and 

Susan? the former clyinb 0- in childhood, the latter when a 

young woman. 

Francis &I. Dugger was born June‘ 6: 1841, in 

. Greene coullty, Indiana, and spent his childhood and 

Jrouth on the home farm in Jackson towxhip, remaining 

under the parental roof until his twentieth year. In the 

meantime he attended the district schools during the win- 

ter months, de\:oting the rest of the year to labor on the 

farq and in this way he passed the time until the break- 

ing out of the Civil war. On July 28, 1861, he enlisted 

in Company B, Eighteenth Indiana Infantry, and imme- 

diately thereafter acc,ompanied his command to the front, 

seeing his first service in Missouri under General Jeffer- 

son C. Davis. Later his regiment served in the com- 

mands of Fremont and Curtis, and while under the lat- 

ter general Mr. Dugger participated in the. battle of Pea 

Ridge, Arkansas, and he was also in the engagement at 

Helena, that state. Subsequently his regiment joined 

Grant’s army and took part in the siege and capture of 

Vicksburg, b voing thence to Texas? where he re-enlisted 

December 3 I, 1863, the entire regiment veteranizing. after 

\vhicli he returned home on a furlough. where he cast his 

first presidential ballot for -Abraham Lincoln. Rejoining 

his command. I\-hich had been transferred to the army un- 

der General Sheridan, he n-as lvith that intrepid leaded- in 
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all the battles of the Shenandoah Valley, and afterwards 

fcent to southwestern Geor, mia, where his military s&n-ice 

terminated, with an honorable discharge, bearing date of 

A~q-ust 28, 12% j- He entered the army as a private,‘but 

later rose to the rank of brevet captain, in which capacit) 

lie continued a little over one year, but x\.as never mus- 

tered in as captain, and was mustered out of the service 

as first sergeant. 

Returning to his home at the close of the war, Mr. 

Dugger turned his attention to the pursuits of civil life, 

and jn 1866 was elected sheriff of Greene county, xyhich 

office he held t\vo terms of two years each, or four years. 

.-It the expiration of hjs term he removed to Jonesboro, 

this county, where he engaged in farming and sto& rais- 

ing, but in IQ/‘2 he was ~g.2ili elected to the office of sher- 

iff, the duties of which he discharged for a period of four 

years more, in all.eight years, proving an able and fear- 

less as well as a I-cry popular public sen-ant, as is amply 

indicated by his long term of office. 

In the year 1876 Mr. Dugger engaged in the grain 

and milling business, which from the beginning proved 

remuner_ative, and later, in 1882, he began developjng the 

coal industry, which he conducted in connection with his 

other interests, prloducjng coal principally from his own 

lands in Sullivan and Greene counties, associated I\-ith 

the late Henry T. Xeal, opening what was known as the 

old Dugger mine, establishing the town of Dugger, \I-hich 

was so named in hono,r of Mr. Dugger. In r SSg they 

opened a mine named Champion in that locality, and in 

1888 purcl;asecl one-half interest in the Summit mine, lo- 

cated just west of Linton, whjch they successfully ope- 

, 
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rated for several years, and opened what is known as 

the fiew Summit mine, which was sold upon the death 

of venry T. Xeal. Sir. DLI,, mo-er then associated with his 

brother, William R. Dugger, opened the Sunflower mine 

near Dugger, and of this company our subject is the 

president and a heavy stockholder, with the home offices 

at Bloomfield, and the company is in a flourishing concli- 

tion. After opening the first shafts in the Greene-Sulliyan 

coal fields he sold a portion of his grain and milling inter- 

ests and for some time thereafter conducted the coal in- 

dustry upon quite an extensive scale, opening mines at 

Midland, Lattas Creek and Letsinger, near Jason\?lle, and 

. the Clover Leaf at Cass, all of which proved vely pro- 

ductive and added greatly to the liberal income of which 

he was then the recipient. After some years he disposed 

of all his mining interests except the one at Dugger, 

* 
- 

which he still OWIS, and which now yields a daily &put 

of twelve hundred tons. 

In the meantime Mr. Dugger became interested in 

banking at Dugger and Bloomfield, being instrumental in 

organizing the Citizens’ State Bank at the latter place, of 

which he is still president and principal stockholder, be- 

sides doing a general banking business at the former town 

in connection with merchandising. He is also interested in 

various other business enterprises, including the Farmers’ 

and Mechanics’ Building, Loan and Savings Association, 

which he organized and of which he is president, and the 

Linton Water Works Company, in which he is a heavy 

stockholder. In the management of the various lines of 

business in which he is engaged Mr. Dugger dispiays ex- 
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. 
ecutive ability of a high order, sou11c1 judgment and sa- 

gacity, which enable him to foresee with remarkable ac- 

curacy the outcome of the present action. In his under- 

takings he has not been content to follow the dictates of 

others, but invariably takes the initiative, his ability to 

plan and lead being recognized and appreciated by his as- 

sociates, n-ho are ever ready to defer to his judgment and . 
act in harmony with his directions. Few men of Greene 

county have risen to the commanding position he occu- 

pies, and none exceed him in the ability to turn apparent 

defeat into decided success, and without invidious com- 

parison it may truly be said that he is today not only a 

leader in business and industrial circles, but an influential . 

factor in mo,ulding and directing public opinion among 

his fellow citizens. He has affiliated with the Masonic fra- 

ternity, Lodge Ko. 84. including the R’oyal Arch degree, 

and also held membership in the Independent Order of 

Odd Fellows of Bloomfield. In politics he is pronounced 

in his allegiance to the Republican party and in religion 

is iclentifiecl with the Christian church, for the organiza- 

tion‘ of which in 1874 Mr. Du gger was largely responsi- 

ble, and of which he has been an elder continuously since 

and contributing largely to the construction of their pres- 

ent church home, as well as in its support. 

On Sovember 2, 1865. Mr. Dugger and Abbie Lamb, 

daughter of John TV. and Patsy Lamb, were united in 

the boncls of wedlock, Mrs. Dugger dying March 26, 

1904. November 2, 1906, he married his present wife, 

whose maiden name was Nora Hatfield, a native of 

Greene county, and a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah 

Hatfield, for many years prominent residents of Jackson 

township. 
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JEREMIAH HATFIELD. 

Prominent among the worthy representatives of the 

pioneer element of Greene county is the well known gen- 

tleman to a review of whose life the attenti,on of the reacl- 

er is now invited. For many years he has been a forceful 

factor in the growth and prosperity of Jackso! towpship; 

in fact, he is the oldest man in the township save one! 

John R. Hudson, who was born here, and as such his 

name and reputation have extended beyond the limits of 

the locality in which so many years of his life have been 

spent. This picturesque character, now in the golden 

serenity of old age, having passed his eighty-second mile- 

stone, has the comforts of a cozy home, which the in- 

dustry of his sturdy earlier years won, and he also has 1 

the cheer of his aged and honored companion, the part- 

bein net- of his life’s joys g in her seventy-ninth year. His 

father, Emanuel Hatfield, was a mighty hunter, being 

one of the few noted characters in the class with Daniel 

Boone. 1Vhen he came in 1831 to the vicinity where 

the town of Owensburg, Indiana, now stands, during the 

fall and winter of that year, he killed two hunclrecl deer 

and twenty-seven bears. The fame of his unusual skill 

as a huntsman spread far and wide, and he was a terror 

to the red man. Within a few months in that year he 

found time from his hunting to clear ten acres of timber 

land. He traded a horse for five acres of land, on which 

was a cabin. He entered adjoining land until he had four 

hundrecl acres. The only object he had in buying .one 

fine tract of land was because it had a good spring on it. 

n-hich to this clay is callixl the “Emanuel Hatfield spring.” 

This land is in Jackson to\\-nship.,n-here he and his wife, 

1: 

.z 
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xancy (Anderson) Hatfield, located when they came to 

this state from east Tennessee. Ale Hatfield, the grand- 

father of the subject, was a native of Virginia. Emanuel 

Hatfield and wife were the parents of fourteen children, 

ten of who5m lived t,o raise families. Emanuel was t\vicc 

married, his first wife having died at the age of fifty- 

two, His’ second wife was a widow Williams. The fa- 

ther of our subject lived to the ripe age of eighty-six 

years. He was active both in the Democratic party alltl 

the Baptist church. 

, 

Jeremiah Hatfield, who was born in Campbell cotlnt!., 

Tennessee, February 8, 1826, was six years old \\:I~cI~ 11~ 

n-as brought by his parents to Jackson t~ownship, G~-calc 

county, Indiana. He assisted in clearing the IantI 011 

which they settled and attended school until Ile &)~ltl 

. read, write and cipher a little, remaining at home lttltil 

he was twenty-one years old. He was married Mnrcll 

28, 1848, to Nancy SpearS, who was born in L~~\TCIIC~ 

county, Indiana, where her parents settled after comillg 

to tliis state from Kentucky. Four children lvcrc l)nr,l 

to Jeremiah Hatfield and wife, namely: Eliza Jmc, 

widow of Hanagan Lewis, who lives with her pal-ctlts ; 

Milton Howard, a farmer in Jackson township ; Em;tnucl, 

Jr., a farmer living in Kansas; Sherman, a farmer li\rill<q 

in Washington township. 

The subject, who has always been a fai-mer, at 011~ 

time owned two hundred acres of land, but in his 01~1 age 

I he did not care to be burdened by its management, so 

he has sold all his land except twenty-two acres 11~~1 

Owensburg, Indiana, where he now lives. 

Mr. Hatfield is a typical representative of that cl:lss 

of loyal citizens who, when the tocsin of war souoclcc~ ill 
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the dark days of our country’s history, sacrificed the 

pleasures and profits of home to defend the flag, having 

enlisted in Company H, Thirty-first Regiment, Indiana 

Volunteer Infantry. His first engagement was at Fort 

Dofielsoli- under Grant. Later he was under Sherman 

and fought at Shiloh, Nashville, Stone River, Chicka- 

mauga, Chattanooga, Missionary Ridge, Lookout Moun- 

tain, Resaca and Peach Tree Creek, and he saw his last 

service at Atlanta. After faithfully serving as a soldier 

for over three years he returned home in September, 

1864. and resumed farming. He receives a pension’from 

the government in recognition of his services.. He and his 

wife are members of. the Baptist church, in which he 

served as clerk for some time. Mr. Hatfield is a Demo- 

crat‘and was a candidate for recorder of Greene county, 

but was defeated in the convention bJ= only one-half a 

vote. He .was assessor of Jackson township four times 

f,or a period of eight years. Mr. Hatfield has found time 

from his active life to travel and regale himself by coming 

in contact with the outside world. Both he and his 

worthy wife are highly esteemed for their honesty and in- 

tegrity throughout the community where they live. 

LEMUEL BOONE SEXSON, 

Lemuel Boone Sexson, one lof Greene county’s 

best known citizens, lives in Switz City, being a pio- 

neer retired farmer. He was born in Whitley county, 

Kentucky, October 16, 1824, being the son of Joel 
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and Abigail (Davis) Sexson, both natives of Virginia, 

xvho came to Indiana -in 1827 on pack horses and set- . 

tlecl in Xonroe county, in the woods in a log house, 

where they lived on a farm until 1831, when the family 

came to Center township, Greene county. Joel bought 

government land, the land office at that time being at 

Vincennes, Indiana, where he made the trip partly on 

foot and partly on horseback. 

Joel Sexson was a Whig and was elected county 

commissioner and later associate judge of the county.- 

He was a public spirited man, active in politics, and he 

was a successful farmer. He started with nothing and 

accumulated rapidly all through his life. He and his 

wife had thirteen children, namely : Rebecca ; Lemuel 

B., the subject; John G., Eliza L., Mary Ann, Oleva, 

Joel B., Benjamin S., who lives in Missouri; Carl Speed, 

who died in the army ; William Alexander ; Isaac I?. ; two 

died in childhood. Joel Sexson was born in 1800 and 

died in 1868, and his wife, who was born in ISO;, died 

in 1888. They were members of the Old Line Baptist 

church. 

Lemuel Boone Sexson was only seven years old‘ when 

the family came to Greene county, and he has made his 

home here ever since, having attended school here in 

an old log house which had puncheon floors and seats. 

Greased paper was used for window panes. He tells 

many amusing and interesting stories of his early school 

days. After receiving a meager education- he teamed or 

wagoned from Point Commerce to Bloomfield and New- 

berry, Indiana, to Louisville, Kentucky, from the time he 

was fourteen years old, hauling much tobacco to Louis- 

41 



ville, from which place he would bring back all kinds of 

goods for the home merchants. In making such trips he 

often camped out; at times he had several hundred clol- 

lars in his possession, which had been sent by the mer- 

chants with which to buy goods. He also carried the 

mail on horseback from these towns to Terre Haute for 

five years, beginning in 1837, during which time he had 

many thrillin g experiences owing to high waters and no 

bridges. It took a man with nerve to be a mail carried in 

those days, for the country was at times infested by rob- 

bers, but the subject managed to successfully elude them 

without harm to himself or the valuables with which he 

was intrusted. He found time to do some farming while 

engaged in haulin g goods and carrying the mail, later 

conducting an old-fashioned burr flouring mill for thirty 

years on .Indian creek. He bought his first farm in Jack- 

son township in 1847 and still owns the place. He 

cleared the land and did much hard work on it. Hlow- 

ever, he hired much of the work done while he teamed. 

From time to time he added to his farm until it embraced 

three hundred and twenty acres. He lived there until 

1S94, a period of forty-seven years, when he moved to 

Switz. City and retired. 

In 1847 the subject married his first wife, Mary 

Alexander, a native of Monroe county, Indiana, who be- 

came the mother of four children, namely: 1,VilIiam, who 

lives at Owensburg ; John S., who lives in Fair Play town- 

ship; YMary L., who lives in Smith township; “Emma1 is 

living in Stvitz City. His first wife died in July, 1S66, 

and his second marriage took place in June, 1867, to 

Nancy Leonard, a native of Greene oounty, who died,:in 
,.I .i 
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1868. The subject’s third wife was Kate Leonard, a na- 

tive of Jackson township, who was a sister to the sub- 

ject’s second wife, and a daughter of, Joseph and Safrona 

(Lyons) Leonard, both natives of North Carolina, who 

I\-ere early settlers in Greene county, having moved here 

about 1838. They are now both deceased. The last mar- 

riage occurred on February 16, 1869. To this union were 

born four children, namely: Ida, the wife of Ovid 

Fields, living in Washington township on a farm, to 

whom three children have been born ; Ethel, who married 

Harley Rush and who was the second child lof the sub- 

ject’s third wife, is deceased ; two children died in in- 

fancy. The subject has given each of his children a good 

farm. Mr. Sexson has long been regarded as one of the 

most substantial as well as one of the most highly re- 

spected citizens of Greene county. He is a Republican 

and was trustee of Jackson township for many years. 

Both he and his wife are members of the Methodist 

churcll. 

DAVID ALLEN BRADFORD. 

The wants of the gentleman whose name forms the 

caption of this sketch have never been abnormal or er- 

ratic, but he has found life’s chief pleasure in sustaining 

a good reputation and doing what he could to help his 

fellow man, believing that a good name is more to be de- 

sirecl among men than anything else. He was born Sep- 

tember 17, 1856. His father was Garrison Bradford, 

wh$o was also a native of Richland township, where he 
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spent his life as a tiller of the soil, having married into the 

Allen family, who came from Virginia in an early clay. 

D. A. Bradfmorcl made the best use possible of his 

early educational advantages, having devoted the winter 

months to study for a number of years until 1873. .IVhen. 

he was twenty years old he left his paternal roof-tree and 

sought his fortune in Iowa, where he settled ,011 a farm 

and worked there for two years, when he returned to his 

native community. He has devoted his subsequent life 

to farming and carrying on the general business incident 

: 

1 

to life on the farm, and he now owns a well managed 

farm of sixty acres in Richlancl township. His unusual 

ability as an agriculturist has won for him the responsible 

position of president of local order No. 80 of the Farmers’ 

Educational and Co-operation Union of America, an or- 

ganization having as one ,of its main objects the regula- 

tion of prices on the various products raised on the farms 

belonging to its members, especially the prices on staple 

crops. Mr. Bradford takes a great interest in this pork, 

believing that it is a worthy movement which will eventu- 

ally result in incalculable good to its members. 

P,olitically the subject is a Republican, but he has 

never aspired to positions of honor and trust at the hands 

of his fellow voters, merely preferring to cast the “honest 

- ballot that shakes the land.” 

The subject owes much of his success to the encour- 

agement o’f his wife, who was Sarah IVarren, a native of 

Greene county, where she was born April 7, 1858, and 

reared and received a common school education. One 

child has survived this union from infancy, Fay, who 

was born November I, 1884. She graduated from the 

, 

____ _._.. -..----. * 
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Bloomfield high school and taught for three. years in 

Richland township. She is at present (1908) attending 

the State Xormal School, preparing herself for more re- 

sponsible positions in her chosen profession. 

Both Mr. ancl Mrs: Bradford are members of the 

Methodist Protestant church, Allen’s chapel. The sub- 

ject has always been active in church work and a leader 

in the Sunday school. He is at p&sent trustee at Allen’s 

chapel, and is regarded as one of the pillars of that 

church. 

C-\PTAIN ELIJAH EDIKGTON. 

It is the pride of the citizens of this country that, 

lvhen the great Civil war closed, all the vast army of citi- 

zcn soldiery quietly laid down their arms and returned 

to the pursuits of peace. It was a splendid sight, that of 

tfje great armies meltin g away and a reunited country in 

which liberty was a fact as well as a name, the soldiers 

returning to their farms, shops and various other 

vocations. 

Among those sturdy sons of the North. iv110 volun- 

teered to fight in the defense of the nati,on’s integrity was 

he whose name appears at the head of this sketch. He 
k left the school room where he was teaching, bade aclieu 

t to his wife and three children and organized Company 

C, Forty-third Indiana Volunteer Infantry, August 29, 

1861, and was mustered into service, infusing into his 

comrades something of the patriotism which he himself 

felt. He was elected captain and soon ordered a march 
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through to Camp Vigo, from which he was ordered to 

the front, the company first taking part in the battle at 

Helena, Arkansas, later fighting at Jenkins’ Ferry. On 

the way to Camden, that state, a portion of the regiment 

was captured, but Captain Edington, being on detached 

duty, was not taken. The prisoners who were taken were 

held at Tyler, Texas, for ten months, when they were es- 

changed. During this time Captain Edington was cloing 

provost duty at Little Rock. 1Vliile here his term of en- 

listment expired and he was ordered to Indianapolis to 

be mustered. out October 20, 1864, after serving three 

years and txo months. 

Captain Edington, who is at present a resident of 

Owensburg? Indiana, was born in Coshocton county, 

Ohio, August 12, 1831, being the sixth son of Robert 

and Margaret (Hardesty) Edington. The captain comes 

from a military ancestry, his father having been a soldier 

in the war of 1812, serving under General Lewis Cass. 

He was taken prisoner at Hull’s surrender, and his great- 

grandfather was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. The 

latter was of Scotch descent, of the most honorable peo- 

ple, and he was a man of wealth. The Hardesty family 

were also money-makers and people of -good morals. 

Captain Edington was a boy when his father died. 

The subject was reared by his grandfather Harclesty, 

on whose farm he labored until he was seventeen years 

old. In 1848 the subject came to .Greene county with 

his grandfather, who entered one hundred and sixty acres 

of land in Jackson township near the present tunnel on 

the Monon Route. It was in the woods and the subject 

helped clear the land and make a home, the land costing 
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1: .c O,le dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. The subject 

\\-as a studious youth and made the best use possible of ’ 

his time while in school, having prepared himself for a 

I: 
tacher, which work he began in 1849 and successfully 

i continued for a period of twenty-five years except.while 
+ 
ri I in tlie United States service, during the winter months, 
i: 

farming in the summer. Finding the mercantile business ’ f a- ,nOre to his liking, he entered this field and built LIP a 
; .- 

t good trade at Owensburg, also at Koleen, Indiana. He 

left the store in 1S81 and taught school during the win- 
c ter of 1884-85, when, under Cleveland’s administration, 

he received an appointment as railway postal clerk from 
i_ 

S\vitz City to Bedford, Indiana, which position he held 

for four years, since which time he has made his honie 

in Owensburg. 

The captain was married twice, first in 1851 to Luti- 

tia Lauter, a native of Kentucky. She died in 1881, leav- 

iilg four children, namely : Archibald, a farmer, living in 

J,intol~, Indiana; Frances, wife of John Deckard, of Ljn- 

ton ; Sidney, a miner, also lives in that town; Margaret, 

tllc wife of Francis M. Hatfield, lives in New Mexico. 

On November 22, I&+, the subject married Mrs. 

hlary -4. Cobb, widow of Samuel Cobb and the daughter 

of Emanuel Hatfield, the famous hunter, whose family 

came from Tennessee to Jackson township, Greene COLIII- 

‘ty, Indiana, in 1832. NO children were born to this last 

union. Both the subject and wife are members of the 

Methodist Episcopal church and active in Sunday school 

work. Mrs. Edington was seriously injured in 1896 in 

a train wreck on the Santa Fe n&r Denver, Colorado. 

Captain Edington is zi Democrat and was a candi- 
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date for the legislature in 1882. He was nominated and 

was in favor of submitting amendments t,o the constitu- 

tion to prohibit the sale of liquor in Indiana, but the party 

leaders became dissatisfied with this idea of the subject’s 

and nominated another candidate and the county went 

Republican that year by three hundred votes and Captain 

Edington was defeated by sixty-four votes. Following 

out these principles he has become an ardent supporter 

of the Prohibition party and cast the first prohibition vote 

in his precinct. 

Captain Edington is regarded by every one who 

knows him as an honest, upright man, firm in his con- 

victions and trustworthy in all his dealings with man- 

kind, and both he and his wife, who are now in the golden 

evening of their useful lives, enjoy the respect and love 

of a wide circle of friends about their comfortable home 

in Owensburg, nestled among the hills: 

HENRY D. WATTS, 

Familiarly known as Captain Watts’, is one of the 

most highly respected and influential of the aged citizens 

of Greene county, and his home, three miles northwest 

of JYorthington, is regarded by all as one of old-time 

hospitality. The subject was born in Knox county, Ohio, 

September I 5, 1832, the son of Thomas and Rachel 

(Chaney) Watts, both natives of England, who settled 

in Baltimore, Maryland, when they first came to this 

country, later coming to Ohio from Maryland, where 
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they lived until their death. Thomas Watts was a shoe- 

maker by trade, which he followed all his life. Both he 

and his wife died when the subject of this sketch was a 

child,‘having been one of nine children, all of whom lived 

to maturity, with one exception, the family consisting of 

six daughters and three sons, the subject of this sketch 

being the youngest of the family and the only lone of the 

children now living. 

Captain Watts attended the public schools in Ohio 

three months each year until he was eighteen years old. 

He left that state and came to Indiana in 185 I. A year. 

later he came to Worthington, working out as a farm 

hand. Later he worked in ‘IVorthington as an apprentice 

to a furniture and cabinet maker, receiving forty dollars 

and board for his first year’s work. Out of this he fur- 

nished his own clothing and paid other expenses, and the 

s&zond year he received fifty dollars. Then he gave LIP 

this trade and worked in Worthington at the joiner’s 

trade, later starting a shop there, which he conducted for 

a number of years. He traded for a farm in Wright 

township in 1860, where he remained a short time, when 

-he traded it for town property and moved back to ‘IVorth- 

ington, where he clerked in dry goods stores until 1862, 

when he enlisted in Company H, Sixth Indiana Cav- 

alry, engaging in his first battle at Richmond, Kentucky, 

serving as seconcl lieutenant. He was comrnancle; of 

the company during most of the battle, the captain hav- 

ing been wounded early in the battle, as was also the first 

lieutenant. Twenty-three members of his company were 

killed and wounded that day. The subject was disabled 

from exposure, which prevented him from continuing his 
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command, and he later resieed. In February, 1865, he 

enlisted in the One Hundred and Forty-ninth Regiment, 

Indiana Volunteer Infantry, of which he was first ser- 

geant, and xas mustered lout at the close of the war. 

-After the war the subject bought the farm where he 

now lives, consisting of eighty acres, which is underlaid 
1 with coal, which the subject is having mined. He rents 

his farm on the “shares,” as he is himself unable to farm. 

“Captain,’ 11’atts was married in 1834 to Hulda Beech, 

a native of Pennsylvania, who was brought to Indiana as 

a child. Ten children have been born to this ilnion as 

fOllO\\-s : Charles E., deceased; Mary C., wife of 1Villiam 

Bartlon, of \\‘orthington, five children having been boll1 

to this union; Frederick D., who died in infancy; Sam- 

uel E., who is married and has three children. He lives 

on a farm in Oklahoma. Luther E., who died when 

young n-as the subject’s fifth child; Eva is the wife bf 

Ira Maudlin and the mother of five children ; Nora A. 

is the wife of Charles E. Claywell and the mother of one 

child; Emma J. is the wife of James H. Hoot, living in 

Kansas; James H. and \1’illiam P. were twins, the for- 

mer is deceased ; the latter is married and has one child 

livin,a. Tn-o of his children were recently burned to 

death ( 190s). 

The subject is a member of the Grand Army of the 

Republic, Post Ko. gr, at 1\‘orthington, of wliich he 

has been chaplain for many years. He is a Nethoclis’t and 

has been an active member of the church, being a class 

leader ancl Sunday school superintendent. His lvife has 

been a church member since she was fourteen years old. 

Mr. \\‘atts is a loyal Republican. 

. 
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“Captain” JVatts is a high-class citizen in every re- 

spect, and he was a brave soldier. His wife proved her de- 

votion and true nobility by staying at home and caring for 

herself and children while her husband was ably aiding 

the cause of his country when it most needed help. The 

. fact of his havifig commanded a company of raw recruits 

who withstood the onslaught of overwhelming numbers 

of veteran soldiers in a %orlorn hope, and of being- the 

means of saving the entire command, even at the terrible 

slaughter of over one-half of his company, showed him 

to be a man and a soldier of far more than ordinary nerve 

and ability. Such a man under such unusual. circum- 

stances. wh:, brought about such great results, should 

stand high in the list of those who served their country 

well, whether in a large or small capacity. He deserves 

as inucli honor as the greatest of his country’s generals, 

for he dicl well what was entrusted to him to do. 

Although there is .a question of the righteousness of 

any war, yet there is an influence for goocl in recording 

the physical courage aof those like our subject, who have 

well performed their part in any one of life’s illustrious 

undertakings. 
-’ 

FREDERICK SIMON HERZOG. 

Freclerick S. Herzog, son of 1Villiam and Fredericka 

Herzog, was bo,rn May 5, 1836, in Kirchheide, Germany, 

and came to the United States in 1857, l,ocating in Knox 

county, Indiana. He was without money when he reached 

there and was compelled to seek employment. He soon 

- . 
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hired out as a farm hand, which he followed until the 

breaking out of the Civil war, when he enlisted in 1861 

and served four and one-half years in Company B, 

Twenty-sixth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, having seen 

service in both tile West and the South, being in several 

eqagements, among which was Prairie G+ol-e, -Arkansas, 

Mobile Bay, siege of Vicksbur,o and many minor skir- 

mishes. At the close of the war he returned to Knox 

county, Indiana, and learned the cabinet maker’s trade, at 

which he worked for a period of twelve years, after 

which he went into the milling business, which he SW-. 

cessfully followed for a peri,ocl of thirty years. 

The subject came to JVorthington, Indiana, in 1872 

and worked at the cabinet maker’s trade for six years. 

In 1881 he came to Bloomfield, Indiana, and re-entered 

the milling business, which he has conducted continuous- 

ly and successfully ever since. 

&L-. Herzog was first married in 1866 to Frances 

Keith, a native of Knox county, Indiana. She died 

March 3, 1879. Four children were born to this union, 

three of whom are living. They are: Hubbard, who 

lives in Nebraska; Ollie is a teacher in Clarkstown, 

JVashington. He is a graduate of the 11Torthington high 

schlool and the State Normal at Terre Haute. Iona, the 

third child of the subject, is deceased; Herman is a paint- 

er by trade, living at Marion, Indiana. 

The subject’s second wife gas Mrs. Harriet Dean, 

widow of Samuel Dean. Sl le w&, born in Bloomfield, 

Indiana, October 22, 18$5. She is the mother of five 

children. Two daughters and one son li\-e at home; 

three are graduates of the local high school. 
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Mr. Herzog is a member of the Baptist church. He 

is also a member of 1Vorthington Lodge, No. 137, Incle- 

penclent Order of Odd Fellows. Mrs. Herzog is a mem- 

ber of’ the Methodist Episcopal church. They are highly 

respected in their home town. 

ARTHUR LOWE. 

Conspicuous among the progressive business men of 

~Vortliington is ;Irthur Lowe, who, as a partner in a 

large mercantile establishment and assistant cashier of 

the \Vorthington Exchange Bank, has won recognition 

as a man o,f broad views and discreet judgment, whose 

esperience has contributed largely to the advancement 

of the enterprise with which he is identified. Mr. Lowe’s 

paternal grandfather was k native of Korth Carolina, but 

early migrated to Indiana and entered land in Monroe 

county, of which part of the state he is a pioneer. He 

reared a family of two daughters and one son, the latter, 

William J. Lowe, the father of our subject. William J. 

Lowe was three years of age when his parents moved to 

Indiana, and grew to manhood in the county of Monroe, 

where he married Lucy Ann Walker, whose father is sup- 

p&ed to have come to this state from Kentucky during 

the pioneer .period. h!lr. Lo,we, was a farmer and lived 

for a number of years in Lawrence county, but later 

moved to the old family homestead in Monroe county, 

thence some years later to a farm near Harrisburg on 

which he spent the remainder of his life, dying April 26, 

tn ,/ 



.._.. ., 

654 BIOGRAiHICXL MEMOIRS 

1899, his wife preceding him to the grave January 3, 

1878. The following are the names of the children born 

to this estimable couple : Catherine, whose.birth occurred 

in 1851, and who is now living in Lincoln, Nebraska; 

Elmer, born 1853, is a farmer and business man residitlg 

in Missouri; Simpson B., born 1854, is an attorney-at- 

law, practicing .his profession at Bedford, Indiana ; John 

R., born 1856, lives in Newton, Kansas, where he prac- 

tices dentistry ;. Henrietta, wife of E. E. Foster, of 

Worthington, was born in 1858 ; Edward, born in 1861, 

lives on the old homestead in Lawrence county ; ~Villiamt 

born 1863, died in Kansas; Luther, born 1866, resides on 

the home farm, and Arthur, the subject of tliis review, 

whose birth occurred August 13, 1869. 

Arthur Lowe spent his early life on the family home- 

,\tead near Harrisburg and attended at intervals the public 

and high schools of the vicinity. The training thus re- 

ceived was afterwards supplemented by a course in a 

commercial college at Terre Haute, where he prepared 

himself for a business career. After finishing his ecluca- 

tion in the latter institution, he spent two years with a 

grocery house in Worthington, at the expiration of which 

time he affected a co-partnership with J. Xl. Foster in the 

furniture and undertaking business at the same place, the 

firm thus constituted bein, m afterwards dissolved, Mr. 

Lowe taking charge of the undertaking department and 

his associate the other line of trade. 

During the three years following RiIr. Lowe devoted 

his attention exclusively to undertaking, and built up 

quite a lucrative patronage which, in compiny with A. 

L. Milam, he still controls, this establishment being thor- 
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oughly equipped with every convenience, and the only one 

of the kind in Worthington at the present time. At the 

expiration of the period indicated he accepted the position 

of bookkeeper in the Exchange Bank, and after discharg- 

ing the duties of the same in an able and creditable man- 

ner for about seven years, was promoted assistant cashier 

of the institution, which place he still holds. 

Mr. Lowe’s business career presents; a series’of con- 

tinued advancements, and by a steady application, wise 

foresight and sound judgment he has pushed steadily 

forxarcl, until he now occupies a conspicuous place 

among the enterprising men of the town and county. He 

is an able and accomplished accountant, familiar with all 

, the details of banking, and, by reason of faithfulness and 

efficiency in the discharge of his duties, has the implicit 

confidence of his employers, besides enjoying to a marked 

degree the esteem of his fellow citizens. 

Mr. Lowe is a Republican, and as such wielcls a 

strong influence for his party, having served as a mem- 

ber of the municipal board and at this time holds the 

office of tlowii treasurer. He also manifests an abiding 

interest in public affairs, is untiring in his efforts to 

promote the advancement of Worthington along material 

and other lines, and is justly regarded as one of the 

enterprising men of the place and a leader in movements 

having for their .object the general good. 

Xr. Lowe was happily married on’ the eighth of 

June, 1893, to h4a y L. Short, of TVorthington, daughter 

of Dodcleridge and Loraine (Kelsey) Short. Fraternally 

the subjecf belongs to the Knights of Pythias, and reli- 

giously is identified with the Christian church. hll-S. 

Lowe is a Methodist. 
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ELMER R. CRAVENS, A. &I., M. D. 

1 . 
Devoted to the noble and humane work of alleviat- 

ing the suffering and bringing sunshine and happiness to 

the home of the sorrowing and afflicted, the subject of this 

sketch has achieved distinction $1 his chosen sphere of 

endeavor, and amol?g his professional brethren as well 

as by the general public, he is recognized as a leading 

physician and surgeon in a field long noted for the high 

order of its medical talent. A lofty pm-pose, diligent 

study and devotion to duty are some of the means by 

I\-hich he has made himself successful. 

The Cravens family in this country is traceable to 

the Penn Col,ony, in Pennsylvania, where the Amer- 

ican branch was founded by Low Cravens, a mem- 

ber of the Society of Friends, and a man of high charac- 

ter and strong personality. His immediate descendants 

were among the substantial settlers of Philadelphia, in the 

heart of which city they secured possession of five acres 

of land, which l,ong remained in the family name. In the 

co&se of time representatives moved to other parts of the 

country and became inclentifiecl with the settlement and 

growth of various other states, others remaining in the 

commonwealtl~ where the founder of the family originally 

located. John C. Cravens, the Doctor’s father, was born 

in Pemisyh-ania in 1808, came to Indiana when young 

and settled near Bethlehem, Clark county, at which place, 

he met and married Nancy Menneaugli, whose birth oc- 

curred in Virginia in 1816. Subsequently he entered 

lai;d in Jefferson county, whi.ch he cleared and improved 

and which is still in posession of his descendants. He 
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followed agriculture for a livelihood, was successful in 

the accumulation of worldly. wealth, and departed this 

life near Hanover, this state, in 1886, his wife dying the 

following year. Of their large family of twelve children 

eleven are living, namely: Adeline, James, Angeline, 

John; Elizabeth, Thomas, Louisa, William, Robert, Mil- 

ton and Elmer R. ; the only one deceased being a son by 

the name of Samuel C., ;c/I. D., of Bloomfield (a sketch of 

whom is elsewhere in this volume). 

. 

Elmer R. Cravens was born February I, 1862, in 

Jefferson county, Indiana, and spent the early part of‘ 

his life amid the healthful airs and rugged discipline of 

the farm. After a preliminary training in the public 

scl~ools of his native place he entered Hanover College, 

where, in clue time, he was graduated, as were, also three 

of his brothers, who were students at the same 

time, all acquittin g themselves with honor and becoming 

distinguished in the calling to which their talents are 

devoted, four entering the medical profession and one 

becoming a minister of the Gospel. Finishing his literary 

education, the Doctor took up the study of medicine, and 

in 1888 was -graduated from the Kentucky School of 

Medicine at Louisville, immediately after which, in July 

of the same year, he opened an of&e at Marco, Greene 

county, where he practiced continuously for twelve years, 

meeting with signal success the meantime, and achieving 

honorable repute in his profession. At the expiration of 

the period indicated he found a larger field for the ‘exer- 

cise of his talents in Linton, to which city he removed in 

September, 1900, and in which he has steadily advanced in 

the line of his calling until he now ranks, as before‘stated, 

not only among the leadin g men. of his prefessiop in 

42 

. 
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Greene county, but also enjoys worthy prestige among the 

most distinguished physicians and surgeons of the state. 

Dr. Cravens has a large and lucrative practice and 

in addition to his general practice he is local examiner for 

several fraternal organizations and life insurance com- 

panies, besides being a leacling member of the Greene 

County Medical Society, the Indiana State Medical Asso- 

ciation and the American Medical Association, with each 

of which he keeps in close touch and in the deliberations 

of which he is a frequent and influential participant. From 

the beginning of his professional career to the present 

time Dr. Cravens’ advancement has been rapid ancl per- 

manent. The result of constant research has made him an 

_ authority among his professional brethren of Linton and 

vicinity. In the prime of vigorous mental and physical 

manhood, with a professional reputation second to none 

of his compeers and possessing the confidence and esteem 

of the public he bids fair to achieve still greater clistinc- 

tion as the years go by, and win a place high on the 

roster of Indiana’s eminent medical men. The Doctor 

holcls membership with the Masonic fraternity, the 

Knights of Pythias, the Ben-Hut- and Modern Woodmen 

of &America ; and in religiaon is a Methodist, in politics a 

supporter of the Democratic party. 

He was married on the &h o.f August, ISSS, to 

Nettie Jackson, of Jefferson county, Incliana, the union 

being blessed with three children,. Hugh, Elmer and 

James, all students of the Linton schools. He owns one 

hundred and fifty acres of land in Greene county, Indiana, 

and is a stO~ClillOlClel~ in several of the leading business 

industries of Linton and is the owner of considerable 

business and residence property in Linton. 
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One of the best known men in Greene county in 

public and political affairs, Hon. Wilber A. Hays, has not 

only won a commanding place among his fellow citizens 

locally, but in important official trusts has made his pres- 

ence felt in shaping ancl directing matters in which the 

people of the state at large have an abiding interest, 

having stamped his individuality upon the community in 

measures for the common good. 

1Vifber -4. Hays is a native of Jefferson county, 

Indiana, and dates his birth from December 30, 1847. 

His father, Alfred Hays, was a Kentuckian, and by 

occupation was a fanner. In eal-ly life he movecl to 

Scott county, Indiana, where he resided a number of 

years, later changin, c his abode to Greencastle, .where his 

death occurred in 1869. Permelia Reed, who became the 

wife of Alfred Hays, was born here and spent her entire 

life in this state, dyin g in. 187s while on a visit to her 

son, the subject of this sketch. Seven children consti- 

tuted the family of Alfred and Permelia Hays, namely: 

Eclxin, deceased ; Francis A., retired merchant and ex- 

soldier of the Civil war; Wilber A., subject of this 

review ; Silas, a lawyer of Greencastle and es-state 

senator; Mary O., deceased, who married John C. Brown- 

ing, and two children that died in infancy. 

The youthful life of TVilber A. Hayes was similar 

in many respects to that of the maj:ority of country lads, 

having spent his boyhood amid the bracing airs and active 

scenes of the farm, with the rugged duties of which he 

earl!. became familiar. During the spring and summer sea- 

HON. W ILBER A. HAYS. 
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sons he labored in the fields, and after the harvests were 

garnered he attended the public schools of the neighbor- 

hood, where he laid the foundation of the higher order 

of intellectual discipline which he subsequently received 

in Asbury, now De Pauw University, at Greencastle. 

After prosecuting his studies at that institution, during. 

the greater part of four years he engaged in the general 

mercantile trade in Greencastle with his brother; the 

. firm thus constituted lasted three years, meeting with 

success the meanwhile. At the expiration of the period 

indicated, Mr. Hays disposed of his mercantile interests 

and moved to Greene county, where he purchased a farm 

and turned his attention to agricultural pursuits, to which 

vocation his energies have since been largely devoted, 

owning at this time a tract of three hundred acres on 

which are some pf the best improvements in the county, 

and which is now under the supervision of his son. 

Mr. Hays has been a Republican ever since the 

organization of the party, and for many years his position 

as a leader has been duly recognizecl and appreciated. As 

a safe and judicious aclvisor in party councils, his services 

have contributed to the success of the ticket in several 

hotly-contested campaigns, and as a standard bearer his 

efforts and efficient leadership have won him more than 

local repute as a political worker. He held the position 

of town trustee of LVorthington two years, served three 

years as trustee of his township, and for a period helcl 

the important position of county commissioner, discharg- 

ing the duties devolving upon him in this connection in 

a most satisfactlory manner. In the year 1898 MI-. Hays 

was nominated and elected to represent Greene county 

. 
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in the general assembly, and, owing to the good record 

he made as a law-maker, in 1906 he was again returned 

to the body, his services, both in committee and on the 

floor of the house, being such as to win f:or him the 

unqualified endorsement of his constituents. He has 

proven an able and discreet legislator, and his name is 

identified with a number of important measures and laws 

that occupied the attention of the house during his 

incumbency. 

Rehgiously Mr. Hayes’ family have long been mem- 

bers of. the Methodist Episcopal church, the interests of 

which they have been active in promoting. 

Mary C. Senseney, who became the wife of the sub- 

ject on the third day of October, 1872, is a native of 

Harrison county, Indiana, and the daughter of Harrison 

and Margaret (‘\I~‘imple) Senseney, to which union ten 

children have been born, namely : Myrtle C.? wife of 

John ,Oxens, of IVorthington; Maude is residing in 

California; Ethel married L. M. Barker, and is also a 

resident of that state; Margaret is unmarried and still 

a member of the home circle, being at the present time a 

student at De Pauw University; Wilber S. is married 

and one of the representative farmers of Greene county; 

Mary Blanche is a teacher in the public sch:ools; Silas R. 

lives on the home farm and assists in the running of the 

same; Edith is a high school pupil; Francis Edward is 

deceased, and an infant died unnamed. 

Mr. Hays has been a member of the Independent 

Order of Odd Fellows since he was twenty-one years old, 

having passed all the chairs, and he served as trustee for - 

ten years. 
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1VILLIAM PERRY B,ALL.\RD. 

This representative business man and honored res- 

ident of Worthington is a native of Greene county and 

the second of two children, whose parents. were J. F. 

and Mahulda (Danely) Ballard. The father of J. F. 

Ballard moved from Kentucky to Indiana a number of 

years ago, settled in Greene county, nrhere he became a 

wel-to-do farmer, and here spent the remainder of his 

days, dying in the prime of life and usefulness. The sub- 

ject’s father was reared to agricultural pursuits and fol- 

lowed that honorable calling for a livelihood and de- 

parted this life in the year 1880, leaving three sons, as 

already indicated, the older of whom, Christopher C. 

Ballard, served two terms as treasurer of Greene county 

and one term as representative in the general assemb!y. 

Ira and Olive (Jessup) Danely, parents of Mrs. J. F. 

Ballard, were natives of North Carolina and early set- 

tlers of Greene county, with the growth and development 

of which the family kas actively identified. (For the 

history of this large and interesting family, the reader is 

respectfully referred to the biography of 1Villiam T. 

Danely, on another page of this volume.) 

TV. P. Ballard was born in the mouth of February, 

IS j j, and grew to manh00cl’s estate amid the rural 

scenes, ancl early became familiar with the duties of the 

farm. In the public schools, which he attended during 

the Iv-inter seasons during his minority, he laid the foun- 

dation of a mental discipline, which has been supple- 

mented by years of close obser\ration. 1x1 clue time Mr. 

Ballard began tilling the soil upon his ow!l responsibility, 
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and continued the same with creditable success until 

Igo3? when he turned his farm over to other hands and 

moved to Worthington, where two years later he pur- 

chased an interest in the elevator and engaged in buying 

and shipping grain. Since 1905 he has personally man- 

aged the elevator and in connection with the grain trade 

he handles fuel of all kinds, conducting a general ex- 

change business, which is constantly growing in mag- 

nitude. 

’ 

Mr. Eallard owns considerable real estate in Greene 

county, his farm of two hundred and eighty acres being 

all underlaid kit11 rich deposits of coal. His place is well 

improved, with substantial buildings, fences, etc., and 

the soil, which is of a deep, clayey natmet is admirably 

adapted to all the grain crops grown in this latitude, also 

to fruits of various kinds, which the farm produces in 

abundance. In the matter of live stock he devotes con- 

siderable attention to cattle. In addition to the holdings 

already mentioned, Mr. Ballard owns valuable city prop- 

erty, including a modern residence in \Vorthin,oton, be- 

sides other interests which place him among- the finan- 

cially strong men of the county. 

Mr. Ballard supports the Republican party and mani- 

fests an abiding interest in public matters, keeping in 

touch with political issues. He is identified with the fra- 

ternity of Odd Fellows, having filled all the chairs in the 

local lodge with which he holds his membership. 

On Februaty 19, 1880, Mr. Ballard and Emma A. 

Fuller, daughter of David and Elizabeth (Guthrie) Ful- 

ler, were made husband and wife, their union being 

blessed with two children : Plymouth G., born Novem- 



ber 19, 1887, a graduate of the Worthington high school, 

is now pursuing his studies in the college at Danville 

. -with the object in view of taking an agricultural course 

in Purdue University; James L., the second son, is de- 

ceased. The subject and wife ara active members of the 

Christian church at Worthington. 

MAJOR MADISON CLAY STEPHENSOX. 

The, gentleman whose name introduces this article 

is a member of the once large and formidable but now 

rapidly diminishing army which, during the dark and 

p&o& days of the rebellion so nobly upheld the cause 

of the Utiion and after the most sanguinary struggle in 

the histsi) o’f nations crushed the forces of treason and 

by ‘r@oring the government as the fathers fdundecl it 

exned the -applause and lasting gratitude of a reunited 

and gratified people. He has also been an influential fac- 

tor in civic affairs, ever manifesting a lively interest in 

the material advancement of the county, honored by its 

citizenship and in every sphere of activity to which his 

energies and powers of mind have been devoted his rec- 

ord is above the suspicion of reproach and his name stands 

. genial manners and active work in Grand Army of the 

Republic circles is familiarly kn&vn as “Major” Stephen- 

son, was born August IO, 1838, in Owen county, In- 

diana, the son of Madison and Sarah (Welborn) Stephen- 
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son, natives of Indiana and North. Carolina, respectively. 

The father, for many years a well known farmer and 

stock raiser of Owen county, disposed of his holdings in 

that part of the state, and after rearing his family re- 

.movecl to the county of Monroe, where he followed his 

chosen vocation until called from the scene of his labors 

in 1878, his faithful wife and companion dying three 

years prior to that date. The family of Madison and Sa- 

rah Stephenson consisted o<f three children, the oldest of 

whom, a son by the name of James, served with distinc- 

tion in the Civil war as captain of the Second Arkansas 

Infantry; Mary, the second in order of birth, was twice 

married, the first time to Anderson Abel, after whose 

death she became the wife of David Van Euskirk, a cap- 

tain in the Twenty-seventh Regiment, Indiana Volunteer 

Infantry, who is also deceased; M. C. Stephenson, the 

youngest member of the family, spent his childhood on 

the hlome farm in Owen county, attended school at inter- 

vals during his minority, and in September, 1861, at the 

early age of twenty-three, he enlisted in Company E, 

Thirty-third Indiana Infantry, with which he shared the 

vicissitudes of war in a number of campaigns in Ken- 

tucky, Tennessee, Georgia and other states, serving under 

General Thomas and taking part in many of the battles 

that made the period during which they were fought his- ’ 

toric. He was with the regiment in the engagement at 

Wildcat, where the Federals and Confederates met for 

the first time on Kentucky soil. He later took part in the 

battle (of Resaca, Georgia, thence to Tennessee, where he 

participated in the battles of Franklin and other smaller 

engagements, being under fire in all the engagements 
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from Chattanooga to Atlanta, one of the most active and 

sanguinary periods of the war. At the expiration of his 

term of enlistment, covering three years of strenuous en- 

deavor, he was discharged at Atlanta, Georgia, in Sep- 

tember, 1864, and immediately thereafter returned t:o. 

Owen county, where, in due time, he engaged in general 

merchandising at the town of Fl-eeclom. By carefully 

studying the wants of his customers and otherwise be- 

coming familiar with the details of the business, he soon 

built up a large and lucrative patronage, and during the 

twenty years his attention was devotecl to this line of 
-’ 

trade his success presents a series of advancements and . 

resulted in the accumulation of a handsome competence. ~: 

Remox-ing to IVorthington at the expiration of the ,! 

period indicated, he again embarked in the general mer- ~.A 

chanclise business, but on a more extensive scale, and 

cluring the seven years ensuing met with success com- 

mensurate with the energy. sound judgment and skill- 

ful management clispla)yecl in the conduct of his com- 

mercial transactions. Disposing of his commercial inter- 

ests at the end of the abo\-e time, he purchased a farm 

and turned his attention to agriculture, later selling ihis 

place and investin g in other lands in Greene county on 

which he has made a number of substantial impro-r ements 

and lvhich is still in his possession. \ 

Major Stephenson served as pension attorney for 

a period of fifteen years, and in many -other ways mani- .I 
_, 

fested a keen interest in the affairs of the town and 
. .-* 

county. giving his influence and support to all enter- i$ 

prises and the welfare ( his fellow men. Having 

amassed a substantial competency to insure his future -;A 
.i$ 

C 

I 
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fro111 ansiet)- and care and with the consciousness 

of cjllty well dotle, he recently discontinued active par- 

ticipatiol~ in business affairs, since which time he has 

been livi,g practically a retired life, though still giving 

his attention to private interests and keeping in touch 

n*itll events. As a Republican he is an influential factor 

ill the affairs Of his party, a juclicious advisor in its coun- 

cils and an active worker with the rank and file, though 

,lot a strict partisan nor a seeked after the honors and 

emoluments of office; notwithstanding his indifference it1 

the latter respect, however, he has at various times been 

iiqp~tulld by his political associates to stand for public 

place, but the position of township trustee, which he held 

for two years, and the town council, where he served 

several terms, complete the list of official trusts. In addi- 

tion to the foregoing he was postmaster at Freedom 

fourteen years, and might have been called to !other and 

higher preferment had he seen fit to make the necessaq’ 

efforts. 

A Methodist in his religious belief and for a number 

of years an humble and consistent communicant of the 

same, he has always tried to qlake his life conform to the 

teachings of the church he so much loves and venerates, 

and in the capacity of Sunday school teacher his efforts 

at training the young and implanting in their hearts and 

minds the principles of a pure and simple faith have been 

productive of good results. Major Stephenson’s fraternal 

relations are represented by the Free and Accepted 

Masons, Independent Order of Odd Fellows and Grand 

Army of the Republic societies, in all of which he has 

held every official position within the power of his 

. 

. 
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brethren to bestow. . He is familiar with the work of 

the various branches into which the first two orders are 

divided, takes an active and influential part in furthering 

their interests and by exemplifying their principles in his 

relations with his fellow men, his life may truly be termed 

an exponent of the great basic truths upon which they 

rest. 

Major Stephenson was married August 13, 186j9 to 

Isabella C. Armentrout, daughter jof Ferdinand and 

Laura Armentrout, the latter’s maiden name having been. 

Smith. Four children constitute the family of the sub- 

ject and wife, namely : Adolphus C., born September I 7, 

1866, married and. lives in the city of Indianapolis; Ona, 

born Februaq 4, 1870, is the wife of Judge J. B. Wilson, 

of Bloomington, this state, and is the mother of two 

children; Jlohn C., born January 13, 1872, has a wife and 

one child and makes his home in Argos, Indiana; Fred, 

whose birth occurred on the 3d day of April, 1873, 

lives at Worthington and has a home brightened by the 

presence of a wife and three interestiw offsnrinp 

WILLIAM T. DANELY. i 2* 

A history of the life and family of William Thomp- 

j 

.?!! 

son Danely, formerly a well known citizen of Greene pi _- 

county, Indiana, but now a ‘resident of Enid, Oklahoma,. -:a 
.-- 

is incorporated in this work because he has led a life -i 

xvorthy of representation here and is remembered by a Ii.: 

large number of people in Greene county for his industry -1 

and many admirable traits. . 
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Ur. Danely was born near 1Vorthingtoq January 

2j1 1836, the son of Ira and Olive (Jessup) Danely, 

both natives of the Tar Heel state (North Carolina), 

who came to Indiana in 1818, the year this state entered 

the Union. The former was only eleven years old at 

that time. He was raised by a Mr. Clark. The Jessup 

family were of English lineage, one branch of the family 

settling in Connecticut and the other in North Carolina. 

Thirteen chidlren were born to the parents of the sub- 

ject! and all lived to be married with the exception of one, 

:I-ho died in infancy. Their names are : Irdell, who mar- 

l-id Jane Dean ; Lucinda, who married Armsteztd Owen, 

later Simon Bland ; Mahulda, the wife of James Ballard; 

Leancler, who married Nancy Moore; 1,Villiam T., the 

subject of this sketch; Benjamin, who married Ann Grif- 

feth ; Sarah, who married Will Moore; Alfred, who mar- 

ried Ella Cole; Martha, who married Samuel Dickinson ; . 
llary, who is the wife of John Kutch; James died in in- 

kmcq’ ; Charles, who married hIaly Goodwin ; Charlotta, 

tile wife of David 1T;hittaker. 

I\-illiam T. Danely, the subject, married Sarah Ann 

Dean, February I I, 1858, therefore making the rounding 

out of a happy married life of fifty years on February 

I I, 1908. To this union were born John F., Mahulda, 

Clarissa, 1Villiam and Alonzo. Only two of these chil- 

dren are living at the present time, John F. and Mahulcla. 

The subject went to farming early in life and has 

made a success from the first. In the fall of 1873 he 

n;oved to Vermillion county, Illinois, where he continued, 

farming, later moving with his family to Oklahoma at 
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the opening of the “strip,” September 16, 1893. They 

went to Enid in 1901, where they have since resided. 

John F. Danely, the son of the subject, was elected county 

clerk, beginning his services in January, 1903, serving 

acceptably as such until September 16, 1907. He first 

went to Oklahoma in the fall of 1904, id James G. 

Danes, who married the subject’s daughter, Mahulda, 

went to that state in the spring of 1903. John F. 

Danely is married and has five children, one of his daugh- 

ters is married alid !ias one child. 

1Klliam T. Danely was among the stanch sons of 

the North who, in the dark clays of OLW nation’s history, 

severed home ties and went to fight for his country, en- 

listing in Company A, One Hundred and Fifteenth Reg- 

iment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry. He saw hard serv- 

ice as corporal and remained in the Union army until the 

close of the xar. He is a member of the Grand Army of 

the Republic and of the Methodist church. 

WILLIAM G. ROTH. 

Many of the sturdiest of our American citizens trace 

their ancestry to foreign shores. One example of this 

type is found in the person of William G. Roth, who was 

born at Bloomington, Indiana. Mr. Roth’s mother, 19 

Louisa Reuter, was born at Bedford, this state; hut his ..yw 

father, Charles Roth, was born in Germany, coming to ’ 

America when still young. He came to Bloomington, 

Indiana, and engaged in business as a clothier, movinp 
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in 1869 t:o JVorthington, xhere he engaged in business 

continuously for thirty-nine years. He is at present 

(1908) over seventy-two years of age, ‘and looks back 

tvith satisfaction over a well-spent ancl industrious career.. 

One of his brothers, who enlisted in an Indiana regiment 

during the Civil war, lost his life upon the field of Gettys- 

burg. Six children, all of whom are living, were born 

into the family. 

LVilliam, our subject, received his early education in 

the public schools of 1Vorthington, and upon reaching 

mjturity became engaged in the hardware business, fol- 

lowing this for over twenty pears. He later began 

handling poultry and produce, and his energetic methods 

and business integrity soon secured for him a thrifty 

~qlume of trade. Ko details are too small to receive their 

share of consideration, and to this careful attention to 

lvhat may seem minor matters must be attributed much 

of Mr. Roth’s success as a dealer. 

The subject has taken an active interest in the work 

of the Odd Fello,ws and Red Men. He has held im- 

portant offices in both societies, and is regarded as a 

valuable exponent of the principles upon which these 

fraternities are founded. He has also been town clerk for 

eight or ten years. He is a Republican in politics, and 

does much to promote a high standard for party conduct 

in his community. 

Mr. Roth was married in September, 1893, in Owen 

county, Indiana, to Mary E. Heaton, daughter of Eben 

ancl Louisa (Nelson) Heaton, and by this union one child. 

Charles E., was born. The family attend the Methodist 

Episcopal church. Mr. Roth owns’residence &id business 

property. 
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HOK. JAXES BASIL FILBERT. 

In the roster of Greene county’s successful profes- 

sional men and influential citizens the name of James B. 

Filbert is accorded prominent place. -4s one of the lead- 

ers ,of the local bar he holds distinctive prestige. As a pro- 

motel- of various business and industrial enterprises he has 

kept in close touch with the growth and advancement of 

the city of his residence, and as an official in one of the 

. most responsible and exacting- of positions he acquitted 

himself xith honor and earned more than local reputa- 

tion 1)~ his faithfulness in subserving this important trust. 

\I-harton B. Filbert, the subject’s great-grandfather, 
. n-as a Revolutionary. soldier from Virginia, where the 

family originally settled, and his grandfather, Luke Fil- 

bert, a Kentuckian by birth, served in the war ,of 1812. 

Joel Filbert, son of Luke and father of James B., a-as a 

soldier in the war with Mexico, and also served three 

years during the late rebellion, as did his two brothers, 

James and Wharton, the former in the Thirty-first In- 

diana, Infantry, the latter in a Missouri regiment. Other 

members of the family took part in both wars with Eng- 

land, the Indian wars of the northwest and the great 

rebelli,on. patriotism and love of country appearing to 

have been a family cha 

Joel Filbert was a native of Washington county, In- 

diana, born in 1825. His wife, whose maiden name was 

Ruth Bowen, was born in 1827 in the countv of Owen. 

They xere married in the latter county, where Mr. Filbert 

was a successful farmer and stock raiser, and had a 

family of seven childreq three of whom died in chilhhood, 

. 
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the names of the survivors being as follows: Charles L., 

James B., George F., and Florence, now Mrs. Daniel 

~lembaugh. Both parents are deceased, the mother dying 

in 1876 and the father in IgoI ; they were buried in the 

cemetery in Wright township near the farm on which 

for many years they lived and prospered. 

James B. Filbert was born. April 12, 1S60, in Greene 

county, Indiana, and spent his childhood and youth on the 

home farm in 1Yright township, where in clue time he 

developed a well rounded physique and became familiar 

with such rush maed duties as life in the rural districts 

entail. In the public schools he acquired a knowledge of 

the common branches, later attended a normal institute 

\\-ith the object in view of fittin, m himself for teaching and 

jll 1877 he taught his first tern1 of school in Stockton 

township. The followin,o year 11~ tau,oht in Knox county, 

this state, and then went to Nebraska where during the 

sis years ensuing he was also engaged in educational 

work, devoting his vacations the meanwhile to the study 

of law? for which he early manifested a strong liking. 

Realizing that success in any laudable undertaking 

depends vely largely upon a solid mental basis and proper 

preparation, Mr. Filbert disposed of his interests in the 

west ancl returning to Indiana spent two years in the law 

department of the State University, where in 1892 he 

completed the prescribed course, although previously acl- 

mitted to the bar in Nebraska where he began practicing 

in thq year 1S86. While a resident of that state he also 

embarked in the field of journal&q becoming editor and 

proprietor of the Kenesaw Tribune at the town of Ken+ 

saw, which he afterward moved to and re-established at 

43 
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Custer City in the Black Hills country, this being the - 

property he sold prior to his r&-n to the Hoosier state. 

On receiving his degree in the year mentioned above 

Mr. Filbert opened aa office in Bloomin@on, where he 

practiced with a fair measure of success until his removal 

to Linton in 1895, since’ which time he acquired an 

extensive legal business at. the latter place, besides doing a 

lucrative practice in the co~n-ts of neighboring counties. 

A Republican in politics he early became an influen- 

tial fa.ctor in party affairs and ever since attaining his 

majority he has been an active participant in conventions, 
2 
.P 

ti worker in campaigns contributing much to the SW- 
i ‘3 ? , 

cess of his party’s czinclidates in his vari80us places of resi- 
,; 
‘-LJ 

dence. .I$ 1895-6 he was city attorney of Li!lton, and - .‘z 

in the spring- of Igo0 when the city was incorporated, 
q 

he to,ok a lead’ing part in the proceeding-s, assisting in the 

reorganization of the new regime by drafting a number 

5$ 

_, 

, of ordinances, among which were those for the first elec- 1 

tric -light plant and the first cement sidewalks. Later, ,i 

in 1903, he drafted and. secured the passage of an ordi- ~ 

nance for the paving of the streets with brick and he q 

also secured the passage of the gas franchise in 1904, -.I: 

be’sides assistin&, in promoting various other enterprises. ,: 

In the latter year Mr. Filbert was elected prosecuting 1: 

attorney of the fourteenth judicial circuit comprising the ?z 

counties of Greene and Sullivan, and filled the office 
k..S 

with commendable ability for two years, being the first 
2.; 
-4 

Republican elected to that position in this circuit, a fact 

which sl leaks much sr. his al :y and great personal 

popularity, irrespective’ of party ties. During- his incum- 

bency as prosecutor Mr. Filbert was keenly alert and 

- - - 
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aggressive in the enforcement of the law against violators 

alid evil doers, of every character. He succeeclecl in . 
convicting twenty individuals charged with felonies, se- 

curing life sentences for four of them, and for the others 

terms of imprisonment ranging from one to twenty years, 

besides securing over fifteen hundred convictions for va- 

rious misdemeanors. Determining if possible to rid Linton 

of the gambling evil, he was untiring in running CKWI~ 

and bringing to justice this class of offenders, eradicating 

e\-cry known place where any kind of chance games was . 

carried on, destroying all slot machines and gambling de- 

l-ices, closing every house of ill-repute and clearing the 

city of various other: moral plague spots,’ and giving it a 

reputation for cleanliness, sobriety ancl a high ‘grade of 

,110rals such as it had not enjoyed for years. He also 

cleared ~11) tha court docket and turned the ofice over to 

llis successor with all the business practically finished. 

Since the expiration of his official term in 1906 Mr. Fil- 

l,el-t has been actively engaged in the practice of his 

llrofessibn, forming a partnership ill September of that 

cleat- with John P. Jeffers, one of the talented young law- 

years of the Greene county bar with whom he is still 

associated. 

In addition to his large and groicving legal business 

Nr. Filbert, as already indicated, has been identified wit11 

every movement calculated to enhance the interests of 

TAnton, and to him as much as to any one man is clue the 

recent remarkable growth of the city. As president of 

the Linton Commercial Club for three years, he was 

largely instrumental in securing two railroads for the 

city, also the fine new opera house in which the people 
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take a parclmonable pride, besides promoting various impor- 

tant enterprises, including among others the interurban 

line which ere long will be constructed, the investigations 

locking to the development of the oil industry in this part 

of the state and the development of the rich coal fields 

around Linton and elsewhere, embracing active opera- 

tions in five counties. \Yhile successful in the general 

practice of his profession he devotes special attention to 

law relating to real estate ancl corporations. He has one 

of the best equipped law offices in Greene county, his 

library being among the largest and most carefully se- 

lectecl in this part of Indiana, and he spares neither pains 

nor expense in adding to it by the purchase of valuable 

works. 

Mr. Filbert was married September 5, 1893, to 

Louisa A. Finley, daughter of George I’. Finley, of Mon- 

roe county. the union being without issue. Fraternally 

he belongs1 to the Order of Ben-Hur, having been one of 

the organizers of the Linton Court, X0. 140, in which lie, 

has held the position of scribe since the year 1898, and he 

is also a charter member of Linton Lodge No. 566, 

Benevolent Protective Order off Elks. 

JOHN THOMAS FRANKLIN. _ :.- ‘., 

If a life has been spent in the right way and there I 

has been success in the accumulation of sufficiency to 

permanently keep the wolf from the door, old age may 

be weetenecl by a retirement that will be a well earned 
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rest, and the farmer who has toiled hard and Iong to 

improvements in the condition of the country to bring en- 

joyment to his posterity well deserves the few days and 

jj-eeks toward the end of his life. Retirement is a posi- 

tion of honor which is given a farmer in returll for’those 

blessings he has brought to the next generation. 

John T. Franklin, now living in Switz City, who 

may be placed on our honorable list, was the son of John 

and A4artha (Elliott) Franklin, and born in Owen county 

sovember 14, 1847. His mother was a native of Vir- 

ginia and his father came from North Carolina. He was 

but one year old ,when he was brought in I&@ to Owen 

county by his father, Thomas Franklin, who was one 

of the pioneer farmers of Owen county and spent the 

rest of his life there, dying in r8go. Oii October XT, 

1843, he was married to Martha J. Elliott, who died when 

our subject was only three years old. There xere three 

children born to this union-James, a retired farmer liv- 

ing in Owen county; John, our subject; Joseph S., liv- 

ing in southwest Wssouri. The father was married a 

secqncl time to Susan McNault, the widow of John Mc- 

Nault. TO them were born five children--Robert B., 

living in Otven county; Highland, wife of Jacob Patrick, 

living in Morgan county; D&e, widow of Mac. Ooley, 

living in Owen county; George M., living on the old 

homestead in Owen county, and Dellie married and died, 

leaving one son. 

Our subject was raised on his father’s farm in Orven 

county and his education was such as the common schools 

of the time afforded. He grew to manhood, remaining 

. at home until he married, and then purchased a farm not 
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far from the old home place and settled down to the task 

of making a home for himself. Selling this home in IS@ 

he came to Greene county and bought a farm in Fair 

Play township, where he remained until 1903, when he 

retired from the activity of the farm life and bought a’ 

home in Switz City. He still owns his falln of one hun- 

drecl and twenty acres, making it the basis of support. 

In 186s our subject married Rebecca J. Shelbum, 

daughter of James and Jane Shelburn, early settlers of 

Monroe county, and natives of Kentucky, who moved 

from Monroe to Owen county and thence into Greene, 

settling in Fair Play township. (See sketch of James 

Shelburn.) To Mr. and Mrs. Franklin were born three 

children-Charles, living in Louisiana, who married Car- 

oline Danningburg7 and has two children, Thelma and 

Pearl. Their second child is Grace, xife of l\‘alter Rec- 

tor, a merchant of Switz City. They have been blessed 

with five children--Franklin, William, Geneva, Rebecca, 

XIary, deceased, and John. Their third n-as Emma Jane, 

deceased xife of Carl B. Seson. 

Mr. and Mrs. Franklin are firm 1;elievers in the 

Christian religion, being actively identified with the Bap- 

: tist church. In politics he is a Democrat. The people 

of Switz City speak of our subject with pride, point out a 

neat, beautiful house as their home, ancl where they ex- 

pect to live until the final summons come. 

WILLIAM HENRY BLAND. 

The subject of this brief review is one of the suc- 

cessfui farmers of Highland township, and was born 
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there November 12, 1856. He never had the desire that 

seems to have possessed so many of his neighbors to roam 

about the country seekin, m a better locality in which to 

make a living and a more pleasant place to live, but was 

contented to remain on his native soil, having attended 

school there and spent his. life within a few miles of 

where he was born, having always been a farmer. He 

.married in ISSI Elmira Goodwin, daughter of Abner 

and Darthulian (Padgett) Goodwin, residents of Greene 

county. She had a brother, William Goodwin, who was 

a soldier in the Civil war. He died in Highland town- 

ship. The subject and wife have the following children : 

IVinona, deceased; Gertie, deceased; Fila, deceased; Lu- f 

cretia, the wife of IV. D. Stalcup, who has three children 

living; Cratsia, the wife of Otis Bedford, who has two 

children. 

The subject is the wife of Simon and Rachel (Mock) 

Bland, both natives of Greene c’ounty. His grandfather 

Bland was a native of Virginia and came to Greene 

county, where he died. Simon Bland, father of the sub- 

ject, also spent his life in this county, having had sev- 

era1 farms in this and Owen counties. He died on the 

farm now’owned by the subject of this sketch in Igoo, 

at the age of seventy-five years. The subject’s mother 

died when he was small. They were survived by three 

children. 

IVilliam H. Bland, while a public-spiritecl man and 

particularly interested in the development and welfare 

of his native county, has never aspired fo ‘office, although 

he has always been a good Democrat and well known to 

those of a similar faith in his community. He is a mem- 

. ber of the Odd Fellows. 
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JOHN BERNS. 

A dry recital of a man’s career can convey nd 

proper notion of what manner of an individual he is in 

his methods, his ideals and his influence among his fel- 

lam. Only those who come in personal contact with the 

subject of this sketch can thoroughly understand how 

nature and training, habits‘of thought ancl action have 

enabled him to accomplish his life work and made a fit 

representative of the enterprising farming class of people 

to which he belongs. 

‘John Berns was born in Stockton township, Greene 

county, March g, 1855, and he has preferred to make 

his permanent home in his native community rather than 

risk bettering conditions elsewhere. He is a son of Peter 

and Catharine (Stockrahm) Berns, both natives of Ger- 

m&y, the former emigratin,o to America in 1S4S, in a 

sailing vessel, the time required being ei$t weeks; forty 

years later Peter Bems made a visit to Germany and the 

-&ya,oe rekuired eight days. He settled in Stockton 

township and, followed the vocation of a farmer with 

marked success, having been a man of sterling qualities,. 

a hard worker and honesf in his dealings. The subject’s 

parents -ivere. married in Germany and to them were 

born four children as follows : Jacob, a prosperous farmer 
.._ 

of Stockton township; Helena, wife of John G. Haseman, 

of Linton ; Dr. S. P. Berns, of Willow Hill, Illinois, and 

John Bems, our subject. . 

The subject’ was married December 25, 1S79, to 

Catharine Linderman; a daughter of William Linderman, 

who also came to America from Germany in the same 
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vessel with Peter Berns on the date mentioned above. The 

subject and wife are the proud parents of the following 

children: Herman E., living at Linton; Ernest J., a resi- 

dent of Detroit, illichigan; Charles H., Mamie E., John 

E.! Willie, all living at home; Ethel died at the age of 

eight years. 

Mr. Berns made his h:ome with his parents until *he 

was twenty-five years old, assisting on the farm and at- 

tending school, also studying at home in his spare time,, 

for he always had a thirst for knowledge, and by close 

application. to his studies gained a, good education. Tak- 

ing up the teacher’s profession he followed this work in 

an eminently successful manner for a period of fifteen 

years, during which time he was recognized as one of the 

leading educators of the county. He began his first 

school in November, 1873, in Highland township, after- 

ward teaching in \%‘right, Grant and Stockton townships. 

Something of his popularity as a teacher can be realized 

when we learn that during all his years of teaching he 

never solicited a school, his services always being in de- 

mand, and he always received good wages. 

After his marriage Mr. Berm bought and moved 

to his present home two miles. north of Linton? 

which was soon well improved under his able manage- 

ment, and nox owns two hundred and fifty acres, the 

crops being rotated in a skillful manner so that the soil 

is kept in a high state of productiveness. 

hlr. Berns is regarded as a representative of that 

class of American citizens8 who are the strength, and 

safety of the nation. He is a loyal Democrat, and in 189s 

was his party’s candidate for county treasurer, and made 



682 BIOGRAPHICAL NEXOIRS 

: ~ 

7 

,: a splendid race, but was clefeated by a small majority in 

a county safely Republican. He was county chairman of 

the Farmers’ Mutual Benefit Association when this organ- 

ization was in the zenith of its popularity, and his advice 

was always sought in directing the affairs of the associa- 

tion during that time. 

- Mr. and Mrs. Berns worship at the German Re- 

formed cl~~ml~, and no members of that congregation 

stand higher in public esteem or are more highly 

respected. 

JOSEPH AI. VAILS. 

On hIay 27, IS+, 7 was born, among the rolling hills 

of Daviess county, Indiana, the subject of this biography, 

Joseph &I. Vails, the son of Lewis Vails, who, when thir- 

teen years of age, came to Orange county, Indiana, with 

his parents? who were among the pioneer settlers 0.f the 

southern part of the state. These parents were sturdy and 

energetic people, who took up government land,, and by . 

clearing and cultivation transformed the virgin wilder- 

ness into fruitful and profitable fields. She was a mem- 4 
ber of the Christian church, and they finished their days i 

in the county to which they had come, Lewis Vails was .-z 
married to Rhoda Skaggs, a native of Orange county, 

and they chose farming as their life work, and in con- 

junction with this they brought up a most creditable fam- 

ily, the children born to them being as follows : William 

departed this life in ISSI while farming in Kansas; 

George, also deceased; Joseph, our subject; Nancy be- 

_ 
.?;; 
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came the I\-ife of James Cburtney, non- of Daviess COLIII- 

ty; Lorena, no\v deceased, was married to Richard Hast- 

ings, also of Daviess county; Jane married J. R. Baker; 

Elizabeth, deceased. \vas the wife of HenIT Taylor; 

John died u-lien se\‘enteen years old. 

Joseph \vas reared on the home farm and received 

such education as \vas afforded by the pioneer schools 

of the da}*, the conditions of which are familiar to all, 

consisting of the usual lo, 0 kalls, oiled paper winclo\vs. 

fireplace and puncheon floors. In addition to this meager 

training he had the good fortune to spend a short time 

in the Se\\.berlT schooI, and also took a brief course in 

a select scliooI. 

He remained with his parents until 1869, having, up 

to this time. busied himself not only \vith grappling I\-ith 

the lvork of managing the farm, but had also engaged 

extensively iti handling stock. At this time he removed 

to Greene count!- and took up quarters on a farm in Fair 

Play to\\-nship. In ISGg he purchased the ,one hundred 

and twenty-acre. tract which lies in section 25, and tn’o 

!-ears later \vas joined in marriage to Mrs. Jeretta Farm- 

er, of Onen count\-. She was the n-idow of Guicleon 

Farmer and the daughter of Absalom Lukenbill. .a man 

of German extraction, a farmer of Fair Play to\\:nship . 

and one \vho stoocl \\-ell in the comA~unity as a citizen 

and neighbor. 

Joseph and Mrs. Vails have become the parents of 

t\\-o children. viz. : Bessie and Otis. The former is at 

home lvitli her parents. Otis married Louisa Hawkil?s. 

of \I-ashington township. and they are the parents of 

three children-Selma, Bonitt and Nasine. They are 

occupying the old family homestead. 

t 
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In 1882 Mr. Vails moved to the farm which. forms 

his present home and consists of two hundred ‘acres of 

land, all but about thirty of which are under cultivation. 

This farm’ has been the object of his exacting care, and 

he has spared no pains or labor in his endeavors to bring 

it up to the highest possible state of productiveness. 

He has studied the qualities of the soil and aclapta- 

bility of various crops, and has been a successful producer 

of hay and the other various grailis. In conjunction with 

this he has devoted much attention to stock,raising. His 

knowledge of the demands of the market and the requi- 

sites of a saleable animal enable him to be a leader as a 

stock raiser. He has of late regularly brought to mar- 

ket fine hogs, whose ready sale bear testimony to their 

quality. 

Mr. Vails has been called upon by the citizens of 

his township to serve them as assessor, and responded by 

giving them judicious and willing service in that capacity. 

Seeing the general need and great advantage of good 

roads, he took an active part in promoting this needed 

improvement in the township, with the result that great 

advancement has been made of recent J’ears in this par- 

ticular. 

A thorough Christian gentleman, a Democrat of the 

cleanest type, and a successful business man, mark him as 

one of the community’s most worthy citizens. 

--- 

WILLIAM LAWSON STEPHENSON. 

Every life has more or less to do with the making 

of this oountry of ours. Jn all the great struggles that 

/ 
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settled important questions, many of our fathers w&-e 

eyewitnesses of sacrifice and blood that were made for the 

civilization we now enjoy. Surely the subject of this 

sketch has gone through with more than the average 

share in all that goes to make up a counti-y’s histmory. 

Mr. Stephenson first saw the light of day in’ Jennings 

county, January 22, IS3j. His father, John L. Stephen-. 

son, came from South Carolina and settled in Hendricks 

county before Indianapolis was a town. His mother, 

Mary H. (S 11 u ivan) Stephenson, came from Tennessee. 

John L. was a farmer and carpenter and died in I&++ 

The wife lived until 1S63. They were lof the Baptist 

faith. ,They had thirteen children-Sarah, Oven, Ma- 

lincla, Kancy, Jackson, Mary Ann, 1Villiam Lawson, our 

subject; Elizabeth, Cynthia, Mehala, Orlena, Elwoocl, 

and one dying in infancy. The father was a soldier in 

the \Var of 1612, and a Democrat in political faith. 

1Vhen \Villiam was nine years of age his father died 

and his mother moved t#o New Albany, Indiana, where 

he went to work in a brick-yard and learned the brick- 

maker’s trade. He continued here until he was eighteen 

years of age. He then moved with his meother to the 

northern part of Hendricks county, where the woods were 

full of ‘wolves, wildcats and other wild animals, and 

many interestin, m stories are told of those days. From 

there they moved to Danville, where his mother died 

while he was in the war. After the war he engaged suc- 

cessively in brick-making at Clayton, M,ooresville and 

IVest Newton, where he remained for seventeen years, 

and in 1894 he went to Switz City, Greene county, where 

he has engaged in the tile and brick manufacturing busi- 

ness ever since. 

. 
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In January, 1865, he was married to Mary H. Ren- 

nard, ai native of i’VIor,oan county, born January 2, 1847, 

and daughter of Joel and Nancy (Chew) Rennard. Her 

parents were early settlers of Morgan county and kept 

a hotel in Hendricks county on the National road for 

many yeai-s. Our subject and wife had five children : 

Charles, living in Mattoon, Illinois, and in the railway 

service; Joel, a telegraph operator, living in Godfrey, Illi- 

nois; Catherine, living in West Newton, Marion county, 

the wife of Samuel Allison; Harry, assistant train dis- 

patcher for the Indianapolis Southern Railroad, at In- 

dianapolis ; Jessie? living at Indianapolis and wife of 

Daniel Nichols, a conductor on the Indianapolis South- 

ern Railroad. They also reared a boy, Fred, who, too, 

is in the railway service as brakemall. on the Indianapolis 

Southern Railroad. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephenson are members of the Mis- 

sionary Baptist church. In politics he is a Prohibitionist, 

and a member of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Our subject has a military record worth!= of men- 

tion. In June, 1561, he enlistecl in Company H of the 

Eleventh Indiana Regiment, commanded by General Le\v 

1\‘allace, and served two years and three months. He 

then joinecl Company A, One Hundred and Seventeenth 

Regiment, as a veteran and served nine months, when his 

time expired. He then went into Company A )of the 

One Hundred and Forty-eighth Indiana, serving as ser- 

geant until the close of the war. While in the .Ele\-enth 

Regiment he was laid up in the hospital for three weeks 

with a broken ankle; and aftenvards sent home to get 

tvell. 1Vhile in the One Hundred and Seventeenth Reg- 
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iment as a veteran he had his right ankle and leg mashed, 

which laid him up for a time. He was also in the bat- 

tles of Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Fort Henry and Blue 

Spring, near New Greenville, Tennessee. Among the 

$orcecl marches was one of three- hundred miles, during 

lvhich time they lived on pumpkins and I)ersimmons, 1 

and after the fight at New Greenville they marched to 

the salt works in Virginia, and they were forced to re- . 
treat. JJ,%ile retreating they were surrounded on all 

sides at Bull’s Gap, in Clinch mountain, by the Southern 

army, but the entire Union army escaped escept the regi- 

ment to which Mr. Stephenson belonged, as they were 

five miles in the rear. Some one at last disco,verecl a gap 

not picketed by the enemy, so the Unison regiment then 

killed their horses and mules and then crawled five miles 

on the ground until they could rejoin Grant’s army. 

The grandfathers of our subj’ect on both sides 

fought in the Revolutionary war. His father served in 

the War of ISIa. He also had two brlothers in the Civil 

lvar, and his son Charles seiTed three consecutive years 

in the regular army. 

JAMES SHELBURS. 

To conquer the wilderness of the early clay and 

substitute for it the busy scenes of modern commercial 

life was no easy task, but it had to be done. The light- 

ning express. interurban, telephone and the modern im- 

proved farming implements could have no place in the 



i 

I 

L’ 688 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS 

dense .forests, thick underbrush, swamps and lakes until 

the as, maul and wedge had first clone their work. Our 
I 

fathers and grandfathers, assisted by their noble com- 

panions, were valiant in the conflict of the pioneer days, 

and it pleases us to qmember them in these sketches. 

The ancestors of James Shelburn belonged to the class 

above referred to, and the hills of Monroe, Owen and 

Greene counties felt their influence. James was born in 

,_ . . Shelby county, Kentucky, July 25, 1826, and was the 

I’ son of William and Jensie (Robison) Shelburn, the fa- 

ther a native of Virginia, while the mother came from 

Kentucky. William came to Kentucky when he was but 

._ a small boy, and his manly ways won for him the com- 

panion of his life. They came to Monroe county, In- 

diana, in 1839, buyin g new, wild and unimproved land, 

which they made a respectable farm, but did not live to 

enjoy it in old age: as death summoned them both ere 

locks were gray. They were members of the Missionary 

Baptist church. They had eleven children-Gustav, 

Mills, William, Squire, Samuel, Mary, Fanny, Sabria 

and Mahala. These are all dead. The only living chil- 

dren are James, our subject, and Nancy, now living at 

Stinesville, Indiana. 

’ 

Our subject was only thirteen years of age when the 

family came to Monroe county. He was raised to hard 

work on the farm, receiving only a limited education, as 

the opportunities were not of the best, and what they had 

, were of the old subscription kind, and they had to walk 

three miles to school. Here he remained until past 

twenty-one years <of age, when he went to Kentucky, and 

while there found the companion to share life’s burdens 
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with him. He married Mary Jane Figg. She was from 

Shelby county and the daughter of Thomas and Re- 

becca (Howerton) Figg. The. former came from Vir- 

. ginia and the latter was a native of Kentucky. They 

finally came to Monroe county, Indiana, and bought a 

tract of wild land and went to improving it, but the sum- 

mons came to them both before very far advanced in life. 

He was a Baptist and she a Presbyterian. There were 

thirteen children in the Figg family-Martha, Elizabeth, 

Mary Jane, wife of the subject; James, John, Dudley, 

Columbus, Sancy, Sarah Ann, Robe& Mildred and 

Caroline. 

After his marriage he bought a farm of eighty acres 

in Monroe county, Indiana, in partnership with his 

brother-in-law. He then moved onbo his half and went 

to improving it. He.workecl on the construction of the 

Monon Railroad to pay for his, but as the contractor 

failed he did not receive any pay for his work, and also 

lost some money he had loaned the contractor. .He then 

purchased a farm in Owen county of eighty acres, on 

which he lived for seven years. This farm he traded for 

another in Owen county and lived on it for five years. 

He then sold this one and purchased lone hundred and 

nine acres in Fair Play township, Greene county, in 1878, 

and has made this his home ever since. This farm had 

run clown so much that he decided to bring it back to 

fertility and excellence and then return to a retired life. 

Mr. and Mrs. Shelburn have had born to them seven 

children : Rebecca, wife of J. T. Franklin, of Switz 

City; Gustin, married to Christian Justus, now living in 

Owen county on a farm; James S., living with his par- 

4-4 



.?I_. 4::: ,,.I I.SE,l.:i 

690 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS 

ents at home; Louisa, wife of Samuel Livingston, living 

in Greene county; Ella, wife of Ransom Rodenbeck, a 

Greene county farmer, and Robert, who married Fannie 

Johnson and lives at Worthington, Indiana. Mr. and 

Mrs. Shelburn are members of the. Baptist church at 

Switz City. His political faith is centered in the Demo- 

cratic party, with which he affiliates. 

HON. .ANDRE\V HUMPHREYS. 

One of the most conspicuous and honored figures of 

Greene couxlty, where he maintained his home for more 

than three score years and where he did so much for the 

advancement of the public weal, was the subject of this 

obituary and bimography, fox- he was a man whose life was 

directed along a lofty plane of thought and action, invit- 

ing the closest scrutiny and offering a lesson to all who 

have appreciation of the ethical values in the scheme of 

human existence. He passed to his reward from his late 

residence in Linton, Indiana, on Friday, June 34, 1904, 

rich in honors and respect which ever follow an upright 

life that has been true to itsidealsand to its masimum pos- 

sibilities, ancl thus to his death came a crown to a worthy 

life, having. been summonecl from the arena of earth’s 

endeavors at the golden sunset of a life of eighty-three 

years. Mr. Humphreys never lacked the courage of his 

convictions, but a lively human sympathy, unvarying 

kindness and an abiding charity were clominating ele- 

ments in his composition, softening and glorifying his 
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life in every phase. It is eminently fitting that in this 

volume be entered a memoir to this true and good man, 

whose popularity may have been attributed largely to the 

fact that his individuality stood distinctly apart from 

that of the average citizen. 

Born ‘of a noble parentage, surrounded by the virgin 

forests he was reared in that hardy manner which char- 

acterized the youth of many another man who developed 

a sturdy manhood as a result of such environment. Like 

the average pioneers who hewed their homes in the U-oocls 

his parents were not blessed with an abundance of this 

worlcl’s goods, consequently the youth of our subject 

was not one of ease ancl idleness. But money in these 

early times did not have the intrinsic value it has toclay, 

owing to the fact that the pioneers had no opportunity 

to buy the luxuries of life, since they \vere not offerecl 

for sale in the midst of the boundless forests and xjde 

stretch of prairie where they had their homes. 

Though born in Tennessee, March 30, 182: I, the 

parents of our subject moved to Indiana when he was 

quite young, locating in Putnam county, not far from 

the present town of Greencastle, and as a result of his 

long life in this state he inight be truthfully called a 

typical Hoosier. Through his early manhood Mr. 

Humphreys Strove to SqqJort his parents and the family, 

consequently he had little time to attend school. Howl 

ever, he was a close observer and did a great deal of mis- 

cellaxleous reading, and as he developed into manhood 

his noble traits began to assert themselves and he was 

looked upon early in life as a coming leader of men. 

End,owed with an abundance of “mother wit,” which is, 
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indeed, an essential element in one’s make-up, often forc- 

ing men to the front regardless of educational advan- 

tages ; gifted by nature with a strong physique and com- 

manding personal appearance, Mr. Humphreys was des- 

tined to be ranked among the few individuals whose 

characteristics are strong enough to command the praise 

of his fellows. These facts, which were known and noted 

by his early acquaintances, were accordingly manifested 

in the course of time. 

Mr. Humphreys was married when only nineteen 

I-ears old to Eliza Johnson, a most estimable Christian 

lacly, the daughter of Jerriah Johnson, of Ohio. Re- 

enforced for the battles of life by his faithful wife, Mr. 

Humphreys, in 1841, came t’o Greene county, where his 

parents had precedecl him and where they lived until their 

respective deaths, the mother dying in IS61 and the 

father in 1S63. 

Being a typical representative of the noble sons of 

toil and through the necessity of earning a living, Nr. 

Humphreys upon arriving in this county, set up a little 

blacksmith shop where he did smithing for a considerable 

portion. of that part of the country. Fate, however, had 

decreed that his career was to be a more noted one than 

that of a country blacksmith, and it was but a few months 

until he had taken the first steps into the political field 

which was afterward to bring him into state and even 

national reputation. In 1843 he was elected justice of 

the peace for a term of three years, ancl so satisfactor? 

was the office conducted that at the expiration of his term 

he was re-elected, serving until 1S4.9. 

‘His experience on the juclicial bench hacl brought to 

-- 
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Mr. Humphreys a yearning for a broader knowledge, 

and he set about educating himself for the brilliant career 

which was subsequently his. Possessed with an indom- 

itable will, a progressive, energetic and aspiring spirit 

and a thirst for a closer familiarity for politics, he took 

up his work with that zeal which knows no failure, and 

in 1S49 he was nominated by the Democratic party for 

the legislature. His opponent was Marcus H. Shryer, 

who at that time was supposed to be a leader of the 1Vhig 

party in this c,ounty. The campaign was closely con- 

tested ancl hlr. Humphreys Gon by one hundred and 

thirty votes, being a much greater majority than the 

Democratic party leaders had anticipated. 11,‘hen his 

term expired he was rernominatecl but was clefeated bj 

Edward Beasley by one hundred and twenty-nine votes, 

but the’action of Mr. Humphreys in the legislature added 

greatly to his popularity among the people,. who had 

come to look upon him as their champion, and in 1832 

he defeated R. H. Rosseau by a majority of one hundred 

and ninety votes. In that year he was nominated by his 

party for state senator, defeating Major Livingston by 

thirty-eight votes, and in 1854 he was elected represen- 

tative over Mr. Throop by six hundred majority, and two 

years later defeated Edwin Beasley the second time b) 

thirty-two majority. 

Mr. Humphreys faithful service to his constituents 

and his able and fearless action while in the state capitol 

during these ten years won for him additional laurels, and 

in 1857 he II-as appointed by President Buchanan Indian 

agent for the territory of Utah, which position he filled 

with high credit to himself and the administration until 

, 
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1861, when he resignec! the office. X portion of _tliis 

time, however, Mr. Humphreys servecl as United States 

marshal of that territory, whjch position he also resigned, 

returning to his home in Greene county. 

But with so many years of unbroken public service, 

Mr. Humphreys was not to remain long from the field 

of politics, and in 1867 he was for the fifth time nomi- 

nated for the legislature, meeting- his first defeat 1)~ 

Judge Thomas Mason, althoug-h the former led his party 

ticket by many votes. In 1S7q he defeated Mr. LIas&l for 

the state senate by five hundred and sisty-two votes, this 

senatorial district being then comprised of Greene and 

Daviess counties. In 1876 he resigned his seat in the 

senate and was elected to congress to fill the unexpired 

term of “Blue Jeans” 1Villiams, who was electecl g-ov-- 

ernor over es-President Harrison. He made the race 

again for the state senate in 1878, although Mr. Hum- 

phreys wished to retire at that time. He defeated J. R. 

Baster by fifty-forlr majority. At this session of the 

legislature he was made chaiiman of the committee on 

ways and means, a merited acknowledgment of his leacl- 

ership in the house. After the expiration of his term, our 

subject retired to his farm, where he spent several years 

in a well-earned respite, but he was again persuaded. by 

his friends to make the race for the legislature in 1892, 

but was defeated by Thomas Van Buskirk by a small 

majority. In 1596 he was nominated for the state senate 

and elected. Thus ended a political career that was UII- 

surpassed in faithfulness to his constituents, for he was 

al\x-ays a friend of the people and always fought any un- 

just measure to the bitter end. 

- ? 
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The social and home life of Andrew Humphreys 

was a model one, and although he was a strict partisan 

he was known to all classes as plain “Uncle Andy.” His 

first wife passed to her reward in the early eighties and 

several years later he married Julia Rodenbeck, of Switz 

City, who survived him. Six children were born to the 

subject by his first wife, namely: Emeline, who became 

Mrs. John Poe, of Linton, no,w deceased; Levi, deceased ; 

Albert G., also deceased; Sallie A., who is now W-s. 

Joseph Moss ; James H., cashier of the Linton Bank, 

and Andrew, deceased. 

Taking his life as a whole, from the early battles 

of his youth, through the struggling days of his earl! 

manhood, through his long and busy, honest and faithful 

public career, Mr. Humphreys was a man to be admired 

and his life was one \vortliy of emulation. 

CLYDE 0. MADDOX. 

That this is an age of young men, especially in ref- 

erence to the business world, is shown conclusively in 

many walks of life, and no better e-sample of the success- 

ful young man in business could be found in Greene 

county than the subject of this sketch, who is a dealer in 

meats, groceries and provisions at Linton, having an in- 

timate knowledge of how to successfully handle all these 

lines and at the same time please a large number of 

customers. 

Mr. Maddox was born January 14, rSS3, the son 
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.of Alva D: and &Iartha J. (Miller) Maddox, both na- 

tives of Greene county. They are now living in Linton. 

Alva D. iMaddox is engaged in the manufacture of ce- 

ment sidewalks, in which business he has been successful 

and has built up a good patronage, also doing other busi- 

ness of a similar nature. The subject 05 this sketch was 

the only child born to Mr. and Mrs. Alva D. 34addos. who 

moved from the farm to Linton about fifteen years ago. 

The subject was educated in the public’ schools at Linton, 

and also learned the baker’s trade there, which he \\:orkecl 

at for a period of two years, operating a bakery during 

that time, and he was two years employed by others. He 

has been engaged in his present business for about sis 

years, having been in his present location at Fourth street? 

Northeast, for about three years in 1908. 

Clyde 0. Maddox was married December IO. 1902, 

to Myrtle H’odges, daughter of F. IV. Hodges, a marble 

dealer in Linton. The subject is a member of the Unit>- 

Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of Linton. 

He is also a member of the Modern Woodmen of ,4mer- 

ica. He votes the Republican ticket. Mrs. Maddox is 

a member of the Christian church, and the tn-o young 

people are well liked by all who know them. 

- 

CHARLES 0. MORGAX. 

In studying the. life history and untimely demise of 

the lamented subject of this brief memorial sketch, we 

find that he was one of the most industrious and likable 
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. young men in Linton, Indiana, where he had hosts of 

friends and no enemies, having been a young man of 

brilliant intellect to whom the future seemed to have 

much of promise. 

Charles 0. Morgan was summoned to close his earth- 

ly career June 4, 1907. He would have been thirty-two 

years olcl had he lived until the following August. He 

was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Ytorgan, of 

Marco, Greene county, people of sterling worth and well 

liked in their vicinity for lives of uprightness and i~~cl~~s- 

try. The wife of Charles 0. Morgan was formerly Grace 

Cox, a highly accomplished and estimable lady of In- 

dianapolis. Mrs. Morgan is the daughter of George and 

Emma Elizabeth (Scott) Cox, residents of Indianapolis, 

where he was engaged in the commission stock business. 

She with two bright sons, Clifford and Heniy, ages seven 

and five years respectively, were left to mourn their irrep- 

arable loss. 

Seldom had a greater crowd been seen at a funeral 

in Linton than that in attendance at Mr. Morgan’s, for 

he was not only well known but popular, and the crowd 

came from all directions to pay a last tribute of respect 

and say a kind word for the spirit that had gone. The 

services were held at, his late commodious and cozy resi- 

dence on East Vincennes street, in charge of the Masons 

and Elks, of which orders he had been a most loyal and 

highly respected member, having shown by his daily 

walk among ljis fellow men that he believed in carrying 

out the principles of the brotherhood of man and the 

fatherhood of God, taught by these orders. 

The last sad rites were pronounced over the subject’s 
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remains at his grave in the cemetery at Marcq which is 

on the farm n-here he was born and rearedt spending 

his early life there, training his mind for later struggles 

in the business world. 

He n-as extensively engaged in dredging and con- a. 

tracting and in constructing streets and concrete side- 

walks and had three dredge boats and did an extensive 

business. 

Mr. Morgan’s health had been failing for some time 

and in January, 1907, he made a trip to Caiifomia in the 

hope that his strength would retut-n and his health be * 
t-egaitied. but he returned home to die in a felt months, 

without having been benefited. 

For one of his aze he had an extensive accruaititattce 

and was highly esteemed in the commercial and social 

wet-ld by all who knew him, having al\vays borne the 

reputation of being strictly square and honest in all his 

clealin~s iii the business affairs of life. He n-as enter- 
. . _.. . . _ 

prtsttq, publtc sptrtted, always standing for progress and 

improvement, and when he was gone his neighbors were 

heard to sap that as a citizen they had none bettet- not- 

tnot-e highly respected. As a husband and father he pro- 

vided well for ltis household and was always kind, indul- 

gent. loving and aff‘ectiotiate, fostei’ing the wholesome 

principles looking to the ultimate goocl of his children. 

Although his t-ace was short, he lived long enough to shou 

what a man of eart1es.t thought and right principles 

could accomplish, leaving behind him a good name, which 

after all, is the richest heritage it is possible for any 

one to leave behind. 
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JAMES HENXY HUMPHREUS. 

Success, though sometimes apparently flowing from 

caprice of fortune, is, after all, the surest test of real 

merit ; and it should be encouraging to the young man, 

who, not repining at the accidents of birth or unfavorable 

environment, looks with k trustful spirit to higher 

spheres of duty and usefulness, and realizes that others 

wi;ith prospects no fait-er than his own, haye moved steacl- 

ily forward until achievin, m the object of their ambition 

and desire. It is the clearly defined purpose and con- 

secutive effort backed by well balanced mentality and 

discreet juclgment, that eventually lead to positions of 

honor and trust, and in following the cat-eer of one in 

\\:hich these qualities are developed to a marked degree, 

there cotne into view the intrinsic individuality, which 

hax-e made his achievements possible. The success that 

has made James Henry Humpht-eys so widely and favor- 

ably known in business circles has also gained for him 

the esteem and confidence of his fellow townsmen, while 

his record, which is one of wisely directed energ)?, strong 

determination and honorable methods, long since brought 

him t,o favorable notice among the leading financiers of 

his county and state. Scarcely past the meridian of life 

and possessing unimpaired vigor both of mind and !xxly, 

and in the active discharge of important public and pri- 

Irate trusts he has already passed through a career of use- 

fuhiess and successful struggle, and his continued ad- * 

!:ancemetits and signal achievements in the vorlcl of af- 

fait-s may well be held up for the contemplation and en- 

tout-agetnent -of the young men whose careers are yet 

matters for the future to determine. 
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Mr. Humphreys is a native of Greene county, Indi- 

ana, and a. son of Andrew and Eliza Humphreys, the 

father a Tennessean by birth and for many years one 

of the leading men of southern Indiana, the mother was 

born in Ohio. (An appropriate sketch of these parents 

appears on another page of this volume.) James Henry 

Humphreys was born July &, ISj3, in 1Vright town- 

ship, where he grew to mature years on the family 

homestead and under the parental roof, was subjected 

to a discipline well calculated to inspire his young mind 

with the purest principles of virtue and to give it the 

proper bent, which early ellabled him to take proper 

views of life ancl to fsorm his plans in harmony there- 

with. These youthful impressions, some of them insen- 

sibly, but all of them indelibly made, served to keep 

him from evil influence and bad examples, and his early 

years under such wholesome training had much to do 

in forming and developing a character to which he at- 

tributes the sucess he has attained, ancl the honorable 

name he has long enj,oyed among the representative citi- 

zens of the county of his birth. 

After finishing the common school course, young 

Humphreys entered the schools at Farmersburg, where 

he pursued his studies until he became a student of the 

Indiana State University, which institution he attended 

for two years. 1Vith a mind well disciplined by this 

thorough training he returned to the farm, but fincling 

that agriculture was not altogether to his liking he sub- 

sequently discontinued the vocation, and in 1SS3 engaged 

in merchandising at Linton, where in due time he built 

up quite an extensive and lucrative business. After de- 
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voting about tn:elve years to this line of traffic he em- 

barked in the large and more responsible enterprise of 

banking, having been instrumental in organizing, in 1895, 

the Linton Bank, of which he was made cashier and to 

the growth and success of wl+ch he contributed more 

perhaps than any other man connected with the institu- 

tion. 

The bank \I-ith which Mr. Humphreys has so long 

been identified, does a larger business than any other in- 

stitution of the kind in Greene county, and for much of 

its popularity and growth in public favor it is indebted 

to the judicious policy he has ever pursued, and the wise 

forethought and deep interest he has displayed in safe- 

guarding the important trust confided to him and in 

making it remunerative to stockholders and a safe place 

of deposit to the business men of the city and public at 

large. Mr. Humphreys is familiar with every detail of 

the business to which he has devoted so much of his time 

and energy, and having made a careful and critical stud) 

of the monetary questions in all their bearings, has won, 

as already indicated, much more than local repute as a 

banker, and today there are few financiers in Indiana 

whose abilities are so widely known or who command as 

great an influence. In addition to his large monetary 

and other interests he has always had the welfare of his 

city at heart, every worthy enterprise, for its advance- 

ment, fincling in him an earnest advocate and liberal 

patron, while his influence has ever been esertecl in be- 

half of measures for the intellectual and moral good of 

his fellowmen. 

Mr. Humphreys has been twice married, the first 
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time on April 5, 1877, to Mattie Jackson, daughter 

of Dr. Evan and Susanna Jackson, who .departed this 

life February IO, rS79, after less than two years of 

mutually happily wedded experience, the union resulting 

in the birth of one child, Guy Henderson Humphreys, 

now one of the most brilliant young attorneys of Bloom- 

field and a rising lawyer of the state. The career df the 

young man, though brief, has been attended by success 

such as few of much longer experience attain, and since 

beginning the practice of his profession he has moved 

steadily forward to a commanding position at a bar long 

noted for its high order of legal talent; and now has a 

patronage second to few of the attorneys at the co,unty 

seat. Mr. Humphreys second marriage was solemnized 

May 13, 1SS3, with Eva Schloot, whose birth occurrecl 

on the 29th of May, .IS~S, ancl who has borne him five 

children, namely : Willard, Horace, Anna E., Anclre\\ 

and Trella Ruth. 

Politically Mr. Humphreys is a Democrat, and 

while wielding a strong influence for his part)-, he cannot 

be termed a politician, much less an office seeker, never 

having aspired. to public honors or leadership at the 

hancls of his fellow citizens. Like the majority of en- 

terprising and public-spirited men, he is a member of 

the ancient and honorable ordet: of Free and Accepted 

Masons, in adclition to which he is also iclentifiecl with the 

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, while the Bap- 

tist church represents his religious faith, and his wife 

being a consistent and respected member of the German 

Reformed chui-ch. 

As a citizen, Mr. Humphreys holds a positioli which 
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but few ever reach. No man perhaps who has attained 

to a high standing among the people of his county ever 

did less than he for the purpose of courting popularit\-. 

His m,otives have ever been lofty, his integrity unques- 

tioned and his mincl of that self-relying and independent 

stamp which goes forward towards the accomplishment 

of its ends for their own sake-beca&se it seems they 

are wise and good-and does not stop from motives of 

policy or very often to inquire what others may think 

of them (or him. This is a characteristic of every man of 

commanding influence. He acts with reference to laud- 

able ends, nor n-hen he has acted does he pause to gather 

up his reward of human praise. He leaves the action to 

speak for itself and goes about the even tenor of his xay, 

anticipating the wants of the community, and to the es- 

tent of his ability supplying the same generously and m- 

sparingly. In his intercourse with his fellow citizens of 

all classes he is frank and direct, but ever kind and cour- 

teous. Perfectly simple and unostentatious in all his 

habits, walm and confiding in his friendships, sagacious 

and independent in thought, punctual in all his engage- 

ments, modest and unassuming, yet courageous and dig- 

nified, and of strong personality, he bears about him 

every mark of the gentleman and the man of business 

and presents as fair a moclel as can be found for the en- 

couragement of the youth who have friends, fame, and 

fortune, yet to win, for his example proves that there is 

no royal road to success and that one must be able t:, 

go it alone if the high altitudes of life are reached. 
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JOSEPH EMMETT TURNER. 

Good newspaper men, like poets, are born, not made. 

The complex duties‘ of a newspaper man require the ut- 

most in. energy, courage and judgment, as well as that 

undefinable quality we call tact. A j,ournalist has many 

opportunities dedie& those in other walks of life. His 

relation to the community is &ne of responsibility. His 

profession makes him a public man and his opinion upon. 

leading t(opics becomes of paramount importance to his 

community. A chronicley of events, a dispenser of news, 

he is also the greatest factor in molding public opinion. 

To assume such onerous duties with gravity and prove 

true to tile loftiest ideals should be the ambition of every 

aspiring journalist who accepts success in the larger and 

br*oacler sense. 

It is our mission to briefly sketch here the life and 

labor of one who in all these varied relatiolis has met 

them with unflinching zeal and rare ability-one whose 

heart and brain and versatile pen have ever been enlisted 

in behalf of the community that bore him. 

Joseph E. Turner, editor and publisher of the Lin- 

ton ‘Daily Citizen, was born in Linton, March 21, 1873, 

the youngest of three children born to the. union of 

Thomas ,4. Turner and Sarah (Moss) Turner, the latter 

a daughter pf the late H’on. W. G. Moss, of Greene 

county. The father was a native of the Old Dominion, 

being born in Pulaski county, Virginia, and served with 

distinction in the Civil war as a-member of Company I<, 

Third Marylancl Cavalry. He died in Linton, August 

5, 1906. The other two children of this union are de- 
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ceased. \\7illianl I;. Turner died September 9. 1871. at 

the age oi t\VO years. and Laura -A.,, wife of ‘\I-illiam J. 

I~all~iItotl, died January 9? 1892. 

Joe m-as educated in the Linton scltools. graclua~ixg 

\\-it]j Il01101~ in ISS9. He entered newspaper \\:ork at 

,=les-e:l years of age ancl has ever since been identified \\-it11 

s~tcll \vork. A brief smiiniat-y of his editorial \vork fol- 

lO\VS : Laconic. 1890: the Linton Call, IS93 : editor I,?- 

ens Herald, 190-t ; city editor Eeclford Daily- Democt-at. 

190x-02; managing editor Rrazil Daily- Mineq 1901 ; the 

1,intotl Record, Is)00 ; secretaq--treasurer Linton Call 

COlllpall~-, 1904-0, : staff cot-i-esp~^ttident Louisville Cttu- 

t-ier-Journal, 1906. He establishetl the Linton 11-eekl! 

Citizen in 1906 and tlte Daily Citizen iu 1907. 

XI-. Tttrnet-‘s editorial \vorl; reflects a ljrillinttc\- ,-jt 

niittd rat-cl!- met n-it11 otttsicle meti-olmlitn!i centers. He 

cmducts an iuclelxndent Democt-atic paper, erpressing Itis 

\-ie\vs ,011 current- topics in an able attd fearless nm.nner. 

Tlte organ of no sect, tlie cliampiott of no special interests. 

the paper is T7oitl of all clamor and is clcnti awl outsl~ol;ett 

on all matters pertaining to the public welfare. The tile- 

clianical ec~uipinent of the office is second to none in 

southern Indiana. only- the most tnotlern tnacllinet~ being 

med. 

Ilr. Turner was married So\-ember 30. 1900~ to 

Gertrude Cos, daughter of ~T’illiam Cm, of Clticago, ~110 

died iii 1907. To them was born (December 19. 190.4). 

one son, Eskin Cos Turner, n-ho sun-il-es. On October 

~3. 1902, he was married to Xiss Julia I?. 1la\-it\F daug-h- _ .? 
tet- ‘of Charles Mavity, of Linton. ;i soil, Lot-en ;~dolphus. 

born January 27, 1905, diet1 in iniatq~. 

45 
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\yit\l the determination fully to utilize the means at hrund z 

al-e among the concomitants diich insure success and m-z3 

prestige in this great profession. which ~lllotlg all civ25 

iliz& peoples stnncls as the stern consenxtor of justice. AI 

It is a calling- in which none sll0Llld engage without a S 

recogpitioll of the obstacles to be encountered and 0v 



C,Illle and the battles to be KOII, for SLICC~SS does not at- 

tend every person xl-ho enters the competitive fra>, wit 

c.::mes only as the legitimate result of capability and 

p;~iustakillg endeavor. Possessing all the requisite cluali- 

ties of the able lay-er xnd the calm, I\-ell-bnlnnced mind 

cs5ential to success in the higher sphere of the judicial 

tt-il>unal, Hon. Charles E. Henderson. of 13locmfield, 

present judge of the fourteenth judicial circuit, stands 

tcday alllollg the leading men of his profession in Greene 

cwnty~ lxsidcs attaining- high standing in other than the 

particular field tso which his practice in the main has 13een 

ile\~Ot~~l. --1 strong mentality, an inI-iticilAe coui-age, tip 

o.ether lvitll thorough i1itellectual aiicl professioiinl train- ‘, 
ing, have so entered into his composition 2s to 1113lie 11im 

a mtural leader of men,. not only iii the calling \yitli 

\vliicli his life has thus far lxen iclelitihtl. but iu tile pub- 

lic afbirs of his county and state, in I\-liicll lie 112s e\vcl 

n-ielcled a strong and rapidly growing influence. 

Judge Henderson is proud to chin1 tile grant1 old 

c(xmioii\\-ealtll of Indiana as his nati\re soil and, lilie ctth- 

ers of her tlistingttislietl sons, lie manifests a lnrclonal~le 

pride in her history and clwelopment and is al~3ys re”tlq 

to sound her praises as one of the brightest stars in the 

galasq- of states. Tl ie f amil~- of which he is an llc1m~3r;tl~le 

r-epreseatntive, is of English origin and figured in the 

early liistor>- of one of the eastern stntcs, from \\hich his 

grandfatl~er~ Charles R. Henderson, mig-ratetl to Tn- 

diana mnn~- years ago and settled in Greene comty some 

time during- the pioneer period. Tlmms :L He~~lcrson~ 

sol1 of Charles R. and father of the jutlg-e. was 1~01~1 in 

Decatur county. Indiana, and when a young man marrietl 
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Kettie Xarkel, a native of Ohio, and daughter of Peter 

Markel, a veteran of the Civil war, xho departed this life 

a few years ago in San Bernardino, California. Charles 

R. Henderson moved to Greene county in 1S7-3 and en- 

wo-ed in the hardware trade with his son, Thomas -4., 3‘ b 
under the firm name of Henderson & Son. The family 

of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Henderson consists of four 

cl$lclren, whose names are as follows : Charles E., the 

subject of this memoir; Arthur, who lives in the I-illage 

of Petersburg; Nellie ancl Leon, whose present place of 

resiclence is St. Cloud, in the state of Minnesota. 

Judge Charles E. Henderson was born January 3 I, 

1871, in St. Paul, Indiana, but when a mere child was 

brought to Greene county, where he received his early 

educational discipline, attending during his youth the 

schools at Bloomfield. Later, in 1856, he accompanied 

his parents on their removal to Oregon and the follow- 

ing year entered the university of that state, which he 

attended six consecutive years without a day’s absence, 

making substantial progress in his studies cluring that 

time and earning an honorable record as a close and 

critical student. The regular term at the above institu- 

tion was nine months, and during the remainder of each 

year he worked in a tin shop, thus assisting to defray the 

expenses of his university course, besides acquiring con- 

siderable proficiency and skill as a mechanic. Actuated 

by a laudable ambition to add to his scholastic knowledge 

so as. to fit himself for the profession in which he subse- 

quently achieved such signal success, Mr. Henderson 

prosecuted his studies and researches until completing the 

full course, being graduated with the degree of Bachelor 
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of Arts on June 22d of the year ISg3. Subsequently, 

without any solicitation whatever on his part, indeed 

without his knowled,oe, the degree of Master of -Arts 

was conferred upon him by his Alma Mater, this signal 

honor indicating not only the superior character of his 

scholarship and work, but also his high personal stand- 

ing and popularity with the officials and faculty of the 

university, between whom and himself the most friendly 

and cordial relations had always obtained. Shortly after 

his graduation he returned to the East ancl during the 

summer and fall of IS93 was chair boy at the ~Vorlcl’s 

CIolumbian Exhibition, in Chicago, after which engage- 

ment he came to Bloomfield and the ensuing winter taught 

a term of school in Cass township, the remuneration for 

which he afterwards used to defray the expenses of his 

course in the law. 

By husbandin, m his earnings with the most careful 

economy, Mr. Henderson, in ISg3. found himself the 

possessor of sufficient means to carry into effect a desire 

of long- standing, to prepare himself for the legal proies- 

sion, accordingly in the fall of that year he entered the 

law department of the University of Michigan, at -4nn 

Arbor, where, by diligent and painstaking application, l?e 

completed the usual two years’ course in one year, grad- 

uating in IS93 with a creditable standing among the 

brightest members of his class. Fortified by thorough , 

mental and professional training for the calling to which 

he proposed to devote his life, he set about the achieve- 

ment of his heart’s desire without delay, by entering. 

. soon after his graduation, the office of Emerson Short, of 

Bloomfield, where? from the very first day, he proved 

.-_-. : 
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decidedly successful in gaining clients and adding to the 

business of the firm. Rising rapidly to an influential 

standing in the pro,fession, he soon established an enviable 

reputation for the manner in which he secured business, 

and such was his record for bringing his cause to a SLIC- 

cessful conclusion, that within an incredibly brief period 

he had a practice second to no other young attorney in 

the city, his name appearing in connection with most of 

the important litigation in Greene county during the 

seven or eight years following his admission to the bar. 

By reason of his influence and success in legal matters 

and his popularity with the people, Judge Henderson 

very naturall) gravitated toward politics, and in clue time 

became one of the acknowledged Republican leaders in 

Greene county. In 1896 he was nominated for the legis- 

lature and he carried the county by a very decisive vote, 

defeating Seymour Riddle, the candidate of both Demo- 

cratic and Populist parties and establishing a reputation 

as a campaigner that made him feared as a political an- 

tagonist from that year to the present time. His victory 

over a very popular opponent and that, tod, when inter- 

est in the Democratic and Populist principles was at its 

hgight? and success seemed assured? was a signal one, the 

strength clevelo,pecl by his candidacy, proving a surprise 

not only to the opposition but to the leaders of his own 

party as well, none of whom at the beginning of the cam- 

paign entertained very sanguine hopes of overcoming the 

well-organized coalition. 

Entering the legislature with the prestige of a bril- 

liant vict,ory, Judge Henderson at once began taking an 

active part in its deliberations and was soon one of the 
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influential Republican leaders of the body. In addition 

to serving on a number of important committees and 

bearing his full share of the more public deliberations on 

the floor, he was chosen secretary of the house caucus and 

joint caucus of his party that nominated Charles \V. 

Fairbanks flor the United States senate, his activity and 

influence being such as to attract attention and won for 

him a conspicuous place in the public gaze. His record 

as a law-maker was creditable to himself and honorable 

to his constituency and at the expiration of his term he 

retired with the good will of the people of his county, 

irrespective of political allignment, Democrats as well as 

Republicans recognizing his ability and integrity and es- 

pressing themselves not only satisfied with his course, but 

honored by the brilliant record which he macle. , 

In the year 1898 Judge Henderson f~ormecl a law 

partnership with Colonel -4clen G. and 1Villiam L. Cav- 

ins which lasted until 1904, and which, during the in- 

terim, was not only the strongest and most successful 

legal firm in Greene co,unty, but one of the best kno\\-n 

and most influential in the southern part of the state. 

During the two years following his retirement from this 

partnership, Mr. Henderson practiced alone and built up 

a large and lucrative business, but at the espirati,on of 

that time his party again conferrecl upon him a signal 

honor by nominating him, in the year 1906, for judge 

of the fourteenth judicial circuit, composed of the com- 

ties of Greene and Sullivan. In the ensuing election he 

again faced a formida-ble opposition in a normal Demo- 

cratic majnority of one thousand together and the infor- 

mation that no Republican hacl ever been &&en to the 

.*-.. /_- .- ^_ ,. ” ,. 
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bench in that district, notwithstanding which he entered 

the contest determined to do all within his power to up- 

hold his cause and if possible undermine the strength op- 

posed to him. The campaign was, indeed, an animiteci 

and exciting one, but personal popularity, backed by the 

prestige of former success, carried the day, and for the 

first time in its history the old fourteenth circuit was 

honqred by a Republican judge, escept George IV. Buff, 

who was elected in another circuit and the legislature 

changed the circuit, making Vii0 county a circuit by 

itself and Greene and Sullivan constituting the four- 

teenth. The distinctiCon achieved as a practitioner at the _ 

bar enabled Judge Henderson to come to the bench well 

qualified to discharge the duties of the position and 

since taking the office he has won a conspicuous place in 

the esteem of lawyers, litigants and the general public, 

his career thus far being an eminently honorable one and 

fully meeting the high expectations of his friends and 

justifying the wisdom of his choice. 

As a lawyer, Judge Henderson easily stands in the 

front rank of his profession in his county. At the begin- 

ning of his legal studies he made a thorough elementary 

preparation, and possessing a disciplined mind and a well- 

trained and retentive memory, combined with brilliant 

tact and reacliness of manner, he is enabled to make in- 

stantly available all his learning and experience, with 

the result that he- seldom fails to win victories for his 

clients. He escels both as an advocate and as a coun- 

selor and it is largely fo this happy union and blending 

of all the qualities necessary to a good practitioner that 

has made him so successful in his profession and won for 

- 
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him the high and responsible position which he now holds 

and which he so signally honors. The Judge was a dele- 

gate from the second tong-ressional district to the Re- 

publican national convention at Chicago in 190s. 

First of all, he has the integrity of character without 

which, however brilliant his attainments, no man can 

\vorthily fill a place fraught with so many responsibilities 

and to which the people look as the arbiter of their rights. 

He also possesses the natural ability and essential require- 

ments, the acumen of the judicial temperamentt and is 

able to divest himself of prejudice of favoritism and con- 

sicler only the legal and technical aspects of matters sub- 

mitted to him. Judge Henderson is in the prime of life 

and the full vigor and strength of his mental powers and 

bids fair to live many years and to achieve still greater 

distinction and honor in the noble field of endeavor to 

which his time ancl energies are being devoted. His 

highest ambition has been to excel in the line of his pro- 

fession, to attain to a thorough understanding an?l mas- 

tery of legal science ,ancl t’o this end with a singleness 

of purpose, he has directed the untiring industry and 

energies of a life-time. 

The domestic chapter in Judge Henderson’s history 

dates from September 30, 1S96, when he was happily 

married to Margaret Cavins, daughter of Colonel Xden 

G. Cavins, of Bloomfield, the union being blessed with 

two children : Amelia, born the 6th day of August, 

1898, and Lauren; Livingston, wh,ose birth occurred Sep- 

‘tember 7th, of the yea? 1901. The domestic life of the 

Judge and his estimable wife is all that the most critical 

I and exacting could desire, their interests being mutual 

. 
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and their home the center of a refined circle composed of 

the most cultured people of the city in which they live. 

Mrs. Henderson comes of one of the old and highly es- 

teemed families of Greene county, her father, one of 

the most distinguished men of the state, being an influ- 

ential citizen of Bloomfield and a leader in the varidus 

lines of thought and enterprise that have given the city 

its wide publicity and the ho,norable reputation which ‘it 

enjoys as the center of education and culture second to 

no other city of the size in Indiana. Primarili\- a lawyei- 

and making his interests as such paramount t,o eveq 

other consicleration, Judge Henderson has not been m- 

mindful of his duty tb the community and the obligations 

xhich he owes to the public. Aside from the pressing 

claims of his profession and duties of his office, he has 

clone much to promote the material development of 

Bloomfield and Greene county, being identified with a 

number of enterprises which in addition to acl\,ancing the 

business interests of the city, have addecl not a little to 

the liberal income of which he is the recipient. -Among 

these is the Henderson Lumber Company, with which he 

is associated and which owns eight thousand acres of fine 

timber land in Arkansas, where a large manufacturing 

plant has been established, the business of the cornpan) 

being very estensive and steadily growing in magnitude 

and importance. He is also a director and large stock- 

holder in the New Union Lumber Compaq-~ of Linton? 

and secretary and director of the Anierican Post Com- 

pany,, of Bloomfield, besides owning valuable real estate 

in those cities and large h,oldings in Jasonville and else- 

where, his various property interests representing man! 

. 
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heavy investments and making him one of the financially 

strong and reliable men of his part of the state. The 

Judge is a thirty-second degree Mason, a member of the 

Mystic Shrine and for a number of years has been prom- 

inent in the affiairs of the order in Greene county, hav- 

ing been honorecl with high official positions from time 

to time and esercising an influence in Masonic circles 

second to that of none of his compeers. He is also iden- 

tified with the Benevolent and Pwtective Order of Elks, 

the Knights of Pythias and the Modern ~\‘ooclnien, in all 

of which his services have been valuable and greatly ap- 

preciated. 

Personally, Judge Henderson is a man of splendid 

presence, bein, m olver sis feet in height, with a well-knit, 

symmetrically developed body, strong personality and 

dignified demeanor. He is easily approachable and a most 

courteous and affable gentleman, popular with all classes 

and conditions of his fellow citizens. 

Judge Henderson commenced life with only that in- 

heritance and resource so often the sole dependence of 

the sturdy I\-estern boy, viz., himself. By strict integrity, 

laborious study, energetic action and devotion to the du- 

ties and business of the profession he assumed, he has 

raised himself to rank among the foremost men of his 

state and brought no small honor to the dignified posi- 

tion which he now so ably and faithfully fills. Beloved 

with a fervent warmth of attachment by all who know 

him personally and respected by men of all parties, he 

stancls today, though still a young man, at the head of 

his profession in the southert-r part of the state and the 

acknowledged leader of the political party with which he 
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affiliates, In the coming future, there are no honors to 

which he may not aspire and no place which he would 

not fill with dignity and honor to himself and credit to his 

state and country. 

ISAAC BROWN. 

It is a pleasure to record the life of any good man, 

whose deeds are those of pleasant memory; when united 

with incidents of great courage and bravery, admiration 

is created, and it is with increased delight that we review 

sucl~ characters. Our subject was the son of JVilliam 

and Elizabeth (Mitchell) Brown, and was born in Martin 

county, Indiana, October 5, 1843. The father came from 

Virginia and the mother from North Carolina. JVilliam 

Brown never knew his parents, for the father died four 

months before he was born and the mother when he was 

but seven days old. He was taken to Tennessee by an 

older brother on a farm. When about eighteen years of 

age he came to Lawrence county, Indiana, and was em- 

ployed by Isaac Mitchell, for whom he worlrecli until Au- 

gust 22, 1833, and then married his daughter, Elizabeth. 

Buying a wild tract of land in Martin county, he moved 

thereto and soon had a respectable farm. In 1846 he 

sold out and moved to Greene county and settled on a 

farm in Wright township, where he remained until his 

death in 1SS9. His wife preceded him in 1876. They 

were members of the Baptist church. He was first a 

Whig and then a Republican in politics. They had twelve 
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children : Fanny, Jacob and Sarah, deceased; Isaac, our 

subject; Harrison and Joseph, living in Wright to\vn- 

ship; Nancy, wife of Joseph Humphrey, now ‘living in 

Spencer, Owen county; James; &\nna, deceased wife of 

Benjamin Shaughter; George is on the old homestead in 

Wright township; Noah and Mary Jane, the oldest of the 

family, died in Nartin county. 

Our subject was raised on a farm, receiving a lim- 

ited common school education. In his early day’ there 

was still in use the puncheon floor, stick chimney and 

greased paper 6or windows. The first school he ever 

attended was taught by Elder Harring, an old Baptist 

minister. He was only three years old when he came 

with his family to Greene county, and with the escep- 

tion of his army life has lived in this county ever since. 

In September, 1861, he enlisted in the Thirteenth 

Indiana Light Artillery and served with it until clis- 

charged at Indianapolis, July I I, 1865, where he was 

mustered in nearly four years before. He first went into 

camp at Louisville, Kentucky, and drilled for the fight 

at Fort Donelson. But owing to the intemperance of 

the captain they were not in the fight. Retuming to In- 

dianapolis, the captain was dishonorably discharged and 

a new one elected in his place. Returning to their Louis- 

ville camp for a short drill, they were then sent to Hen- 

derson, Kentucky, and participated in the battle there. 

They then marched to Shepherdsville, and then with 

three regiments of cavalry and two of artillery took after 

Morgan in his raid, and had a little skirmish with him 

south of Louisville, also at Frankfort, and followed him 

in a constant running fight for twenty-one clays to Cum- 
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berland Gap. They were then ordered back to Eliza- 

bethtown; then marched to Gallatin, Tennessee, and oc- 

cupied Fort Thomas for some time, and were used prin- 

cipally as scouts all over the country for nearly a year. 

They were then sent to Hartsville, Tennessee. At Mur- 

freesboro a part of the force was imprisoned, but finally 

released,. and finally returned to Indianapolis. In the 

spring of 1863 they were again sent to Tennessee and 

engaged in the fights at Lookout Mountain, hIissionary 

Ridge, Chickamauga and Atlanta. After reconnoitering 

about Atlanta they were then returned to Nashville to 

assist General “Pap” Thomas, and in the fight with 

Hood’s army they marched and fought almost continu- 

ously for forty clays and nights. The remainder of the 

service after returning to Chattanooga was occupying 

various points until their return to Indianapolis, where 

in a few months they received their discharge. Much 

might be said in detail of their soldier life,, but this brief 

revie\v only suggests its intense activity. 

On his return from the xar he first engaged in the 

saw-mill business in Sullivan, Monroe and Greene coun- 

ties. Selling out to his partner, he bought a farm in Sul- 

livan county, later a farm in JVi-ight township, on which 

he staid until ISSS,, when he removed to Switz City. 

On January 2, 1S67, our subject was married to 

Phcebe Clark, claughter of Thomas and Rhoda Clark, 

early pioneers of Greene county. She was born in Owen 

county, October 2, 1S39, and died May.31, 1905. They 

had the following children---Ulysses %I., who lives in 

Terre Haute; Ella, wife of Emmett Gray, now living in 

Terre Haute ; Elizabeth Inez! who died in infancy ; Anna, 

. 
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deceased; Nora, who lives at home, keeping house for 

her father. He is A Baptist in church affiliations and a 

Republican politically. He is also a member of the Grand 

Army of the Republic. 

JOHN I. SPEEKER. 

The subject of this sketch, one of Greene county’s 

sturdy native citizens, was born February 23, 1s~~. His 

father, biartin Speeker, came fl;om hlaryland, while his 

mother was born in Ohio. Grandfather Speeker was 

also of Maryland, a blacksmith by trade, and came to 

Greene county, Indiana. From there he removed to 

Ohio, completing his days there, with the music of the 

anvil as one of his companions till life’s close. He left 

three sons. 

Grandfather Landis was a skillful farmer and came 

to Greene county, iron7 Ohio, where he rearecl &QQx 

children, and ended his days here. John Landis, father 

of Mrs. Speeker and grandfather of subject, followed 

both carpentry and farming and was the head of a fine 

family of eleven children, all of whom are still living. a 

fact somewhat remarkable. 

Our subject received his early education in t!le 

schools of Greene county and remained upon the farm 

until twenty-one years of age. Later he became a bridge 

carpenter, continuing at this for several years, whereupon 

he bought a half interest in a livery ancl sales stable, at 

11’orthington? in which business he is still engaged. Since 

entering into partnership with Marion Mitten in 1907 the 

firm’s business has steadily increased, and now easily 

I 
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stands in the forefront compared with like enterprises in 

the county. This growth has been largely owing to the 

energy and integrity displayed in, the- management, these 

characteristics being sufficient to win confidence, esteem 

and patronage. The company owns the property in which 

they are located, and they have a large livery stock and 

give to the public first-class service. 

On April I, 1906, Mr. Speeker was united in mar- 

riage to Ida Blackburn, who was born in February, 1852, 

in Cass county, Indiana, and she has proved to be a most 

estimable companion and holds a hi$ place in the esteem 

of her many friends. She is a member of the Methodist 

church. 

Mr. Speeker is a member of the Eagles, lending 

hearty suppoit to the order. Alth:ough a loyal Democrat 

he has never sought political prominence, but stands at 

all times for honest service and clean politics. He was 

nominated for trustee of Jefferson township in June, 

1908, by the Democratic party. 

GEORGE C. POiXTER. 

Among those whose depths of character strict ad- 

herence to principle and success in their chosen field of 

endeavor have won the confidence and respect of their 

fellow men, is the well-known physician and surgeon 

whose name furnishes the caption of this biographical 

review. The family of which Dr. Porter is a worthy 

member has been represented in this country from a very 

1 
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early period, but unfortunately, reliable data concerning 

its history is somewhat ddcient. It is known, however, 

that the doctor’s, paternal ancestors were among the early 

immigrants from Ireland and that his great-grandfather, 

John Porter, was killed during one of the predatory In- 

dian wars that were waged at intervals in the eastern 

colonies during the settlement of the country. From the 

eastern part of the United States descendants of the 

original stock gradually moved westward, and early in 

the nineteenth century the name appears in the annals of 

different counties of Ohio in which George -Porter, the 

doctor’s father, was born in 1S37. Mary McGuyer, wife 

of George Porter, was also a native of Ohio, and pre- - 

sumably of Irish descent, as the name wo~dcl indicate. 

This couple were married in the state of their nativity, 

and about 18;s moved to Martin county, where .they lo- 

cated on the farm which the father owns and cultivates, 

the mother departing this life in 1896. Eight children 

constituted the famjly of George and Mary Porter, all 

but one of whom are living, their names being as fol- 

lo\\-s : Thon7as J. ; Kittie, wiclow of Samuel Smith ; Ina, 

wife of Albert Lay; McGuyer; Rosa, now Mrs. Daniel 

McCorlilick; Arthur and George C., the one deceased be- 

ing a daughter by the name of Alice, who was called from 

earth when a child eight years of age. 

Dr. George C. Porter was born December 30, 1876, 

in Martin county, Indiana, and received his preliminary 

education in the public schools of his native place. Sub- 

sequently he took a teacher’s training course in Mitchell, 

Indiana, and such was the progress he made in his studies 

that before his sixteenth year he was sufficiently ad- 

46 
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vanced to take the required examination and secure a? 

teacher’s license, the youngest teacher in the county of*_ 

&lartjn when he took charge of his first school, Durjn& 

the ensujng five years he devoted his attention to educa::- 

tjonal work, but not caring to make teaching a perma-? 

nent calling, he took up the study of medicine, in the-~? 

meantime, and in 1899 entered the Eclectic Medical ( -- 

lege of Cincinnati, where he prosecuted his studies and 

researches until finishing the prescribed four years’ 

course, b wracluating with the degree pf Doctor of Medi- 

tine in April, 1903. 

Dr. Porter began practicing his profession ai the 

toxn of i\Iiclland, Greene county, the year of his gradua- 

tion, but after remaining at that place until 1907, changed 

his field of labor to Linton, where he has since built up 

quite 2 large and lucrative business, many of his Midland 

patrons still retaining him as their family physician, while 

]ljs following at Ljnton has steadily grown in numbers 

uIltj1 he has now a business seconcl to none of his asso- 

ciates. 

Dr. Porter is a close stuclent, aims to keep abreast 

of the times in all matters relating to his profession, and 

b?- his kindly presence and gentle touch, as well as by 

his efficiency and skill in both materja medica and 

surgery, he has won a warm place in the esteem and af- 

fections of the many patients who profit by his services. 

He has been successful financially as well as professional- 

I!-. having succeeded in accumulating a handsome com- 

petency and placing himself in comfortable circumstances. 

In politics the doctor is a Democrat, but not a poli- 

tician in the sense the term is usually understood, and 
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in religion he is identified with the Christian church. 

He belongs to the Knights of Pythias, Improved Order of 

Red M.en and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 

besides holding membership with the Eclectic Phylo Ma- 

thian, a college fraternity, in all of which organizations 

his influence is potent and salutary, and in most of which 

he has been h&wed with important official positions. 

On May 15, 1901, he and ,Miss Gertrude Morgan. claugh- 

ter of George and Mable Morgan, of Greene county, 

u-ere united in the bonds of wedlock, which has been 

blessed by the birth of two children, Jesse and Carl, both 

living. George Morgan is a brother of John and Henry 

Morgan, the extensive stock dealers and land owners, of 

Stafford township. 

THEODORE INGERSOLL. 

The worthy agriculturist whose brief life history we 

here append first saw the light of day December 3. IS+ 

in Jefferson township, Greene county. He is recorded as 

the son lof William and Margaret (Ininan) Ingersoll. 

They, too, were natives of Greene county. William was 

the son of Daniel Ingersoll, who also led a very active 1 

life. He was a carpenter and built locks in the old canal ; 

also built a number of mills, barns and houses, and did 

much to improve the early condition of the country. He 

moved west in 1568, going first to Iowa, then to Kan- 

sas! ancl in the latter state died in 1872. He was a mem- 

ber of the old-line Whig pa&y and later a Republican. 
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1Villiam, the father of our subject, was raised in 

Greene county, and grew up taking an active part in the 

pioneer struggles of that clay. One improvement aided 

him greatly, and that was the introduction of the pub- 

lic sch,ools. Through this avenue he got a good start 

toward an education. In the fall of 1849 he went to Cali- 

fomia, crossing the plains with an ox team, and was six 

months on the road. He remained there about two years 

and then returned by way of the Isthmus of Panama and 

New York City to Greene county in rBj2. He was a 

soldier in the Civil war, a member of the Thirteenth In- 

diana Battery, and was in all the engagements. in which 

the battery participated. After his return from Califor- 

nia in IS;3 he was married to Margaret Inman, a native 

of Greene county and daughter of Robert Inman, whose 

birthplace’ was Ireland, and an early settler in the county. 

\Villiam Ingersoll engaged in farming until 1865, and 

then went to Iowa, where he lived until 1872, and, re- 

turning, continued farming on a farm now owned by our 

subject. He died in 1879. To them were born five chil- 

dren-Theodore, Oran, Jennie, Lizzie and Jerq--all 

dead escept (our subject. 

- i 

’ 

Like his father, our subject was raised on the farm 

ancl obtained his education from the common schools. In 

acldition to farming he also learned the stonecutter’s 

trade, and worked at it a great deal. Among many jobs 

he helped on was the Greene county court house. In 

1838 he moved onto his father’s old home place in Fair 

Play township and went to improving it still more, though 

it already contained one hundred and thirty-six acres 

of good land, and has lived here ever since. In ISSS our _ 
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subject was married to Belle Day, a daughter *of George 

I\-. Day, an early settler in Putnam county, a native of 

Tennessee and a farmer. To them were born three chil- 

clren-Charles Leon, aged eighteen ; Paul Hays, thir- 

teen, and Mary, ten in 1908. Mr. and Mrs. Ingersoll 

are ardent members of the Christian church. He is also 

an Odd Fellow and belongs to Bee Hunter Lodge, No. 

507. In politics he trains with the Republican party. He 

is at present supervisor of the gravel road system of 

Fair Play tlownship. He is also on the advisory boarcl. 

In 1895 he was elected township trustee of Fair Play 

township and served six years. He always takes a deep 

interest in politics and in all subjects affecting the general 

good of the country. 

, 

- 

ALBERT B. KELLY. 

This brief review endeavors to set forth some of the 

salient facts in the life of the subject, who was born in 

Martin county, Indiana, April 4, 1837, the son of John 

F. and Mary (Teverbaugh) Kelley. The former was . 

born on the Island of Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts, 

in 1’806, the son of William Kelley, who was born in 

Ireland, coming to Masachusetts and married a Miss 

Allen. In 1815 they came west and settled on a farm 

where part of Cincinnati, Ohio, now stands. They later ’ 

came tlo Martin county, Indiana, where they lived and 

died. John F. Kelley, was a small boy when his parents 

came to Martin county. He grew up there and married, 
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after which he moved to Owen county, where he died 

very suddenly in 1S76. He was a successful farmer, 

a L1hig, and he and his wife were members of the Chris- 

tian church. Mary Teverbaugh was the daughter of 

AAbraham Teverbaugh and wife, both of Kentucky, who 

came to Martin county, Indiana, in an early day, where 

Mr. Teverbaugh farmed ancl managed a flour mill, be- 

coming a wealthy man before he died. John F. Kelley 

and wife had the following children : John, ‘IKlliam, 

Daniel ITT., Mary E., Susan A., Nettie Ann, Cornelia, 

Mesouri Ann, Albert B., the subject, and Samuel. 

The subject remained at home until he grew to man- 

1100~1, receiving a meager education in local subscription 

schools in primitive log houses. He helped his father on 

the home place until he was thirty years of age. On X0- 

member S, 1867, he married Martha Haden, a native of 

Jefferson township, Greene county, Indiana. She is the 

claughter of 1iilliam and Matilda (Clary) Haclen, both 

natives of Virginia. They hacl eight children, as. fol- 

lows : Jane, Margaret, J$,rilliam Riley, Frances and Sam- 

uel; the rest died unnamed. His first wife died in ISjj 

and 1~‘illiam Haden married Hannah Iielley, a widow. 

They had no children. He and his wife came to Greene 

county, Indiana, early in the nineteenth century. He was 

a Democrat and they were both members of the Meth- 

odist church. - 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert B. Kelley had the following 

children : Charles, who died in infancy ; Fletcher, who 

died when three years of age; William Riley died in in- 

fancy; Harvey Homer died at the age of twenty-seven 

years in 1900, having remained single; Nettie Alice, wife 
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of John Herring, livin, 0- near Linton, who is a coal miner. 

They have four children-Frederick, Clyde, Mattie, Ha;- 

vey R. Isabella is the sixth child of the subject and is 

the wife of Leonard Chafey, living in Stockton township. 

They have two children, Hazel and Frank. Charlotte 

>Iay, wife of William Chafey, is the subject’s seventh 

child. They live in 11Tashington township on a farm. 

They have one child, May. hiIamie Ethel is the wife of 

Elmer Laughlin, and the subject’s eighth child. She lives 

on a farm in Taylor township. 

The subject lived for seven years ,011 a farm belong- 

ing to his father in Owen county and then came to Greene 

county, and for the past thirty-three years lived in IYash- 

ington township. 

In April, 1861, the subject enlisted at Spencei-, In- 

diana, in a company of one hundred and sixty members. 

They went into camp, but there I\-ere so many volunteer 

regiments waiting to be equipped that this company \yas 

disbanded and the subject returned home and put in a 

crop. But when the President issued a call for trbops in 

June, 1861, he enlisted in Company I, Nineteenth Volun- 

teer Infantry, in Owen county. They camped and drilled 

there for a shol-t time and went to \Vashington City. The 

first skirmish of this regiment, of which S01~omon Mere- 

dith was colonel, was at Lewisville, near Washington 

City, September I I, 1861, with a part of Fitzhugh Lee’s 

cavalry. He was at the battle of Fredericksburg and 

Bull Run, in which his inimediate companions were 

killed. In the last named battle the subject had six holes 

shot in his clothes, but was not injured. In a fight at 

South Mountain the subject had a ten; shot off his back 

- 
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while carrying it. He was in the battle Frederick, Mary- 

land, and at Antietam. One of the subject’s legs was 

injured from florcecl marching, which has always disa- 

bled him. He was internally in‘jured by jumping a ditch 8 
at the battle of South h/Iountain. He was then put in 

_ -; 

charge of a field hospital, and later sent home after re- 
‘7 

maining in service until March, 1863. He was dis- - 

charged at Frederick City, Maryland. After he returned 

home he was made a home guard and was electecl first 

. lieutenant, with John Nelson captain. . 
The subject is a Republican and cast his first and 

second votes for Lincoln, and for every Republican can- 

didate for President since. He is a member of the 

Grand A&y of the Republic. 

CLINTON THOhiIAS SHER1VOOD. 

Among the older residents of Greene county who 

came here in an early day and bore their respective parts 

in the growth and development of the country were the 

Sherwood brothers, Benjamin, James S. and the father 

of Dr. E. T. Sherwood, of Linton, who left their native 

Carolinas many years ago to seek their fortunes al;d carve 

out their destinies in the comparatively new and utitlevel- 

oped west. Benjamin located at Linton, where he en- 

gaged in merchandising,. being one of the early business 

men of the place as well as postmaster. He also con- 

ductecl a hotel fo-r a number of years called the Sher- 

wood House, and for a considerable length of time was 
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directly interested in whatever made for the advancement 

of the town, besides taking active part in the general im- . 

provement of the county and the \v.elfare of the people. 

James S. was also a public-spirited man and a praise- 

worthy citizen, served with a creditable record in the 

Civil war and is the only one of the brothers now living. 

Hugh Melvin Sherwood, son of Benjamin and 

father of the subject of this sketch, was born in Bloom- 

field and when a young man married Mary Craig, whose 

birth occurred in 11’orthington in IS;j. For a, number 

of years he, too, was identified with the commercial in- 

terests of Linton, and is now living a life of retirement in 

the to&n, honored and esteemed by all who know him. 

Of the two children born to Hugh M. and Mary Sher- 

wood, Clinton Thomas, whose name appears above, sur- 

vives. 

Clinton Thomas Sherwood was born October I, 

1Sf6, in Greene county, Indiana, and has spent his life 

practically within its borders. He was reared to honor- 

able pursuits, grew t40 man!lood with well-defined ideas 

of life and duty, and in due time, after receiving a liberal 

education in the public schools and De Pauw University. 

started out to make his own way, his first business es- 

perience as salesman in a groceiy house continuing fi\-e 

yea t-s. At the expiration of that time he became associate 

with his father in the hardware trade and was thus en- 

gaged for a period of eight years, during which he ac- 

quired a thorough knowledge of the business, and by his 

gentlemanly and urbane manner was intrumental in gain- 

ing quite a large patronage for the firm. 

From his boyhood Mr. Sherwood has been keenly in- 

terested in public affairs,. and since attaining his majority 
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he has given his support unreservedly to the Republican 

.party and taken an active part in promoting its success. 

On February 20, 1907, he was commissioned postmaster 

of Linton in recognition ‘of services rendered the party, 

and since that time has discharged the duties of the po- 

sition in a manner satisfactory to all concerned, proving 

a very competent and affable ofl%ial, whose friencls are 

limited only by the range of his acquaintance. The Linton 

postoffice, which has been advanced to the second class, 

requires the services of an assistant postmaster and five 

clerks, uith their city carriers, and se\-en rural routes, the 

business in its every detail bein, m methodically at-ranged 

and managed in such a way as to meet the expectations 

of the department and of the general public. 

Mr. Sherwood not only occupies a prominent place 

in business and official circles, but is clesell-etlly popular 

iii the social world. stancling high in the esteem of his 

fellolv citizens of Linton and ranking among the m9st 

enterprising and successful young men in Greene county. 

He is a member of the Benevolent and Pt-otective Order 

of Elks and Pythian fratet-nities, belonging to the Uniform 

Rank of the latter society? and at various times he has held 

important oficial p3sitiOllS in the same. He has a plens- 

ant home in Linton, graciously presided over by a lady of 

culture ancl refinement, to \I-horn he was united in m3r- 

riage on the 27th of October, 1S9S, and ~vho, prior to 

that time bore the name of Pearl PI-ice. Mrs. Sheru-ood 

is the daughter of Levi 11. and Margaret (Hale) Price, 

her father being a well-to-do and prominent citizen of 

Stockton township and the family one of the best know1 

and most highly esteemed in the county. The only child 

of Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood died in infancy. 
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\VILLIAM HENRY MILLER. 

1Villiam Henry Miller, who xas born in Wayne 

county, Ohio, January 3 I, IS@, is the son of Samuel N. 

and Hannah (Phillip) Miller, natives of Pennsylvania, 

of German ancestry. Grandfather Miller moved to Ohio, 

where he farmed and spent the remainder of his life. 

His wife, who was a member of the Church of God, died 

when eighty-seven years 01~1. She came to Indiana after 

the death of her husband. They had five children, n-ho 

reached maturity. An aunt of the subject is still living 

in Ohio, and although she is eighty-three years old, takes 

a delight in letter writing. Jacob Phillip, brother of 

Mrs. Miller’s mother, was a soldier in the \Var of rSr2, 

having enlisted in Pennsylvania, where the father of tlYe 

subject lived until middle-age, when he removecl to Ohio, 

where he lived until 1S51, in which year he came to 

Greene co&y, Indiana, where he bought a farm and 

lived on it during the remainder of his life. He died in 

TS72. Samuel S. and Hannah Miller had eight chil- 

dren, all of whom lived to raise families. The subject’s fa- 

ther was not only a farmer, but a minister in the Church 

of God, in which his wife was also an active worker. 

She died in 1S76, at the age of sixty-six years. The 

subject’s father owned one hundred and twenty acres of 

land. \Villiam H. Miller has the original farm, to lvhich 

he has added eleven acres. He has never made but one 

move-that of being brought from Ohio when ten. years 

old to his present home. For a part of two years he 

follo\~ecl the carpenter’s trade. 1Vith this exception he 

has preferred to devote his time to farming and stock 
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raising. He sells stock cattle and has many varieties of 

blooded stock, and feeds most of his corn to prepa 

hogs for market. William H. Miller was married in 

i874 to Ella Knox, of Monroe county, Indiana. 

have eight children, five of whom are living, namely : 

Thaddeus, who isl married and living at Linton, Indiana, 

being the father of four children; Claude is a school 

teacher in the Philippine Islands,, where he has remained 

two years; after graduating from the Worthington (-In- 

diana) high school, he todk a three years’ course in the 

State University at Bloomington; he is now recdiving a 

salary of $1,200 a year; he is married and has one child. 

Berton, the third child, is married and lives on his fa- 

ther’s farm, being the father of three children ; Berneith 

is single and living at home; Maggie is the wife of Leroy 

Lowland; three children of the subject died in infancy. 

The subject was married a second time in .ISg3, his last 

wife being Ann M. Adams, daughter of TVilliam and 

Amelia (Argo) Adams, natives of Kentucky, who came 

to Indiana many years ago. 

James D. Adams, a brother of Mrs. Miller, was a 

soldier in the Civil war, having enlisted in Kentucky 

and served three y,ears in the Union army. He is nox 

living in Worthington, Indiana. The subject has two chil- 

dren by his second wife-Lealdes, who died in infancy, 

and Kenneth, who is living at home. The subject’s wife 

is a member of the Church of God. Also Maggie Lof- 

land is a member of the same church. Mr. Miller is a 

Republican. He is known as an honest, hard-work- 

ing man, and he has the undividecl respect of all who 

know him owing to his gentlemanly qualities. 
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JOHN DAVID ALLEN. 

This subject is a progressive farmer, veterinarian 

and minister of the Gospel, living in Greene county, 

where he was born October 25, 1841. His father was 

Hu,oh Allen and his mother -Sarah (Owen) Allen, who 

enjoyed the distinction of being the first female white 

child born in Greene county. This was -on October 23, 

1822. She died August Ig, 1887: Hugh Allen was born 

in Tazewell county, Virginia, September I, 1818. He 

came to Indiana from his native state in 1836 and died 

in 1856. Grandfafher Owen was a native of North Car- 

olina, who brought his family to Greene county, Indiana, 

abxlt ISIS, I\-here he remained until his death in 12332, 

havin,a devoted his life to farming. The Allen family 

had no less distinguished ancestors than Ethan Allen, of 

Revolutionary days. Grandfather Allen died on the 

farm now owned by the subject of this sketch. 

John D. -Mien attended subscription schools in his 

native county when a boy. Being the only son, and his 

father having died when John was ‘only fifteen years 

old, he was compelled to take charge of the home place, 
)! 
/ 

therefore he had .but little opportunity to get an educa- 

tion. His mother remained a widow until she died in 1 

1887. The subject has spent his entire life on the farm 

\I-here he was born. This farm of two hundred and eight 

‘:I 

I/ 

Ill’1 II 

/ I ,, l’i 
acres was jointly purchased by the subject’s father and j /I ;, i’g pi / 

,; I:, i,! I/:,, h 
grandfather. The subject’s farm is only a part of the Ii, 

1 original, which he assisted to clear and improve. The ‘1 
farm now owned by John D. Allen ancl wife consists 6f 

eighty acres, which is regarded by his neighbors -as be- 
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ing the best producing eighty acies of land in Highland 

township. It would sell for the sum of ten thousand 

dollars any time. It is second bottom land. Mr. Allen’s 

method of keepin, u the land in good! productive condition 

. 
is by f,ollowing cro,ps of corn with clover and oats-in 

short, he is a believer in diversified farming. The land 

is now producing fully as much per acre as when it was 

first cleared. He feeds nearly all the corn raised on the 

place to hogs, which he prepares for market. He raises 

pure-blood Durham cattle and X80rman as well as regis- 

tered traveling horses. At the present time (190s) he 

has a Norman filly three years old for lvhich he can get 

t\\-o hundred and fifty dollars. 

The house where the subject now lives, which was 

built in I86S, is in first-class repair from cellar to gar- 

ret. The farm is enclosed and cross-fenced with u-oven 

ancl brlrbed wire fences. All outbuilclings are convenient 

and in good .repair. 

Mr. Allen was married in 1866 to Margaret 11. 

Dix,on. (A record of the Dixon family is to be found 

elsewhere in this volume.) Nine children have been born 

to the subject and wife, namely : Ethan, who lives in 

the state of ‘IVashington, is a graduate of the \Vorthing- 

ton high schools possessing a three years’ license as 

tewzher when he left Greene county for Kansas in ISSS, 

where he attended a .normal school, “receiving’ there a 

three years’ license as teacher. He spent the year of 1SS9 

in California in the larger cities. Then he went by sea 

from San Francisco- to Seattle, 1Yashington. where he 

spent a few months. He secured a three years’ license 

to teach in that state. He taught there for thirty-three 
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months out of a period of three years. He is a SLlC- 

cessful hunter of large game, being a high-grade marks- 

man, having brought down ducks, bears and mountain 

lions. He was s!lperintendent of schools in San Juan coun- 

ty, U’ashington,, for seven years. He is now farming pre- 

paratory to opening up a large fruit farm. He has a 

wife and two children. Sarah Elizabeth, the second child 

of Mr. and Mrs. John D. Allen, is the wife of 1iinfielcl 

Van Devanter, a farmer of Greene county, to whom six 

children have been born; Miranda is the wife of Henq 

D. Watta, living in Oklahoma ; the f,ourth child of the 

subject died in infancy; John E., living in the state of 

IVashington, is married and has one child; Hugh, living 

in Owen county, Indiana, is married and has one child : 

Margaret D., the wife of Henry Smith, of 1Vorthington, 

has one child; Josephine is living at home: Clayon is 

training for a locomotive engineer. 

!Mr. and lUrs. Allen are active members of the 

Christian church. Mr. Allen has been an orclainecl min- 

ister of the Christian church for thirteen years. His 

wife has always taken an active part in church affairs. 

Mr. Allen is a member of the Grand Army of the Re- 

public, having had a short war record. He was a\ mem- 

ber of Company H, Seventy-first Regiment, Indiana Vol- 

unteer Infantry, which was changed to the Sixth Indiana 

Cavalry. He was in &e battle at Richmond, Kentucky, 

in 1S62. He was honorably discharged May I, I S63, 

on account of an injury received while in line of duty. 

He has never,recoverecl from the injury. The subject is 

a Republican in political belief and was township road 

supervisor for tlventy-six gears. 
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W-ILLIAM DRAYTOX RITTER. 

James Ritter, the grandfather of the subject of this 

sketch, -was a native of North Carolina and a true type 

Of the sterling pioneer. He married Violet Burcham, of - 

that state, and they raised twelve children, Elizabeth, 

Violet, Polly, Moses, John, Isabeilq Sallie, Nancy, Laza- 

rus, James and Lewis. Moses Ritter; father of the sub- 

ject, married Achsah O’Neil, of Sewberry-district, South 

Carolina. They lived in Surrey county, North Carolina.. 

But tiring of his native community, Noses Ritter came to 

1Vashington county, Indiana, on foot and alone in 1817, 

where he remained four years, and in ISZI moved to 

Greene county, Indiana, where he procured a large tract 

of land. Being a carpenter and wagon maker, he fol- 

lowed his trade togeth& with farming. He was given 

various commissions in the state by Governor Jennings. 

and was a justice of the peace. In politics he was a Whig 

and later a Republican. Coming to Bloomfield in 1827 he 

entered governments land, south of the ,city, and also 

\vorked at his trade. He was a Quaker and later a 

Methodist. He died in 1870, and his wife died in 1873. 

Moies Ritter’s mother came to Indiana in 1823 and lived 

with her son L&is, seventeen miles from Indianapolis, 

until her death. Lazarus lived and died in Greene county, 

Indiana; John lived in the same county, where he owned 

and conducted a mill, later going to Texas; Lewis lives 

near Indianapolis; Elizabeth lived and died in the north- 

ern part of Greene county; Isabella lived and died in Jas- 

per county, Illinois; Rosanna lived and died in Hendricks 

county, Tllinois ; Sallie lived in the same county; Violet 

-- - 
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lived and died in Greene county; Nancy and Polly lived 

and died in Morgan county, Indiana. Five children were 

born to >Ioses Ritter and wife, most of whom are still 

living. They are : Mary, who was the wife of William 

JIason; she lived and died iti Richland township, Greene 

county, Indiana; Annie, wife of George Grismore, lives 

in Bloomfield, Indiana; William D., subject; Eliza, the 

wife of 11’illiam TV. Gainey, retired merchant and post- 

master of Bloomfield; Emma is the widow of Henry Hill, 

who was an attorney of Bloomfielcl, where she still lives. 

\Villiam Drayton Ritter was born at Newberry, 

Greene county, Indiana, April 7, 1827, and although his 

early schooling was meagre, he gained a good education 

by close application, and taught many successful schools. 

He finally attended Depauw University, n-here he made 

a splendid record for two years, beginning in 1846. Since 

then he has held school offices for eleven years and con- 

tinued teaching. He lived with his parents until 1859. 

In October of that year he married Caroline Tebbutt, 

widow of Robert Tebbutt and a daughter of James 

and Ellen (Fricker) Sawford, of Hampton, Middle- 

sex county, England, n-here they lived and died. He was 

a blacksmith and for some time postmaster. Mrs. Saw- 

ford’s brother, Henry, came to America in 1870, and was 

killed by accident in Chicago, Illinois, in 1903. Mrs. 

Ritter’s first husband came to America in 1856, living 

in Bloomfield. My. Sawford died in 1857. In 1859 she 

and U~illiam Drayton Ritter were married, and they 

have sis children. They are, Claucle, who for the past. 

fourteen years has been employed in Chicago, in the 

postoffice, and he is also interested in the street railway 

47 
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business. He married Louise Rickart and they have 

t\vo children, Ruth and Drayton; their second son, Grant, 

also lives in Chicago, being engaged with a manufactur- 

ing concern. He married Anna Johnson and they have 

t\vo children, Herbert and Bernice. Ella lives at home; 

she has been a teacher and dress maker. Emma married 

Adam Bormuth, a tailor of Bloomfield, Indiana. They 

have two chiidren, Gerald and Dale. Annie is the wife of 

Das-id Soames, of Terre Haute, Indiana. They have 

one son, Merrell. William married Catherine Axe. He 

is in the dairy and farming business. They have three 

children, fiIorris, Mary and Paul. 

1T’illiam Drayton Ritter lived in Bloomfield for six 

years after he married. In 186; he moved to where he 

nox lives and bought two hundred acres of land, which 

I\-as only partly improved, but he made many changes on 

it and sooil had a fine farm as a result of his industry and 

~~LIIK~ business principles. He has many head of fine 

Jersey cattle and other blooded stock in which he takes 

a great interest, especially his horses, being a splendid 

judge of all kinds of live stock. He has always been in- 

terestecl in the clevelopn~ent of the county. He was a 

11’hig and is now a Republican. He is an active worker 

in the Methodist church, of xhich he has long been a 

member. He has been retired from active business for 

several years. The subject is known as a historical 

11-riter and n-as named after the Drayton family of South 

Carolina. Mr. Ritter has always stood high in the esteem 

of the people of Greene county. owing to the fact that he 

has maintained a high standard of integrity and has been 

faithful in the performance of his duty in every respect, 

both in private and public life. 
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CHARLES FRANKLIN JESSUP. 

One of the striking facts in connection with the 

growth of the Americari republic is the harmonious blend- 

ing of people of various nationalities and rank in life 

into one united whole, forming a product which is at 

once unique and unlike any to be found among the na- 

tions of the earth. Mingled with this civilization is a 

generous measure of those who were not only people of 

rank, but of high icleals and broad culture. 

Mere reference to the class that preceded our Revb- 

lutionary heroes is sufficient to illustrate the vi&v here 

advanced. Among others that left their foreign abodes 

to make their home in America were the ancestors of 

Frank Jessup, the subject of our biography, who was 

born March I I, 18~3. in this county. His father, Verlin 

Jessup, x-as a native of North Carolina, and was a cle- 

scenclant from an ancestry whose patriotism and merit 

are a just basis of pride on the part of all his descendants. 

The genealogy may be traced to Queen Anne, when 

Judge Jessup handed clowh many decisions that are 

extant. 

In America we find the records before 1611 showing 

a John Jessup, as, a landed proprietor at IVestfield, Con- 

necticut. He, with others, founded the town of Stan- 

ford, and later moved to Southampton, New York. 

Before 1619 Edwarcl Jessup was settled in New 

England. Anothkr of the family was Joseph Jessup, an 

intimate friend of William Penn. It was on the farm 

of another of these worthy ancestors, Thomas Jessup by 

name, IT-ho settled in Korth Carolina in 1722, that the 
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great battle of Guilford Court House, xith General 

Greene in command of the patriots and Lx-d Corn\vallis 

directing the movements of the British. Jonathan Jes- 

sup, son of Thomas Jessup, was at that time ten years 

old and assisted in taking care of the ~~ouiiclecl that were 

brought to the Jessup home. 

Ebenezer Jessup was a sergeant in the ;i;nerican 

army of the Revolution, and left his wife ancl family in 

the care of an old slave, “Governor Tom,” who, when 

clanger threatened, l.oacled the family into the U*agon and 

ll-.ith the ox team retired until all signs of hostility had 

disappeared. 

General Scott said of Sidney Jessup, a veteran of 

the \\-ar of 1812, “He deserves eveq~thing that conspic- 

uous skill and gallantry can win from a grateful coun- 

trp.?’ In the Seminole war he was regarded as a super- 

human being by the Indians, and was called the “Double- 

Eyed” on account of the glasses.he wore. 

Caleb Jessup. grandfather of our subject? was born 

in North Carolina, November 20~ 177s. and came to In- 

diana in ISIS. ending his clays in Greene county, Sep- 

tember 26, 1843. He was three times married and be- 

came the father of seventeen children. His first wife 

was Kanq~ Clark, and after hei- death her sister, Mary 

Clark, became Mr. Jessup’s second wife and ~-as the 

mother of Verlin Jessup, father of om- subject. 

Verlin \vas born in Xorth Carolina? June ~5. ISI 4, 

and cliecl at 11’orthington, Indiana, October 24, 1S7S. 

He was married on June q., rS~+r, to Charlotte O\ven, 

of Point Conner, Greene county. She was born Jan- 

uary 6, 1%~. and died February IS, 1S99. She was the 

mother of eleven children; all of whom reached maturity. 
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Our subject, Frank, received his early education in 

the public schools #of Greeie county, and r&nained at 

home on the farm until twenty-two years of age. Then 

.he went to farming for himself, and later purchased the 

tract upon which his present residence stands. He has 

put on high-grade improvements and has succeeded in 

obtaining first-class yields from the land. He now gets 

a better quality of crops and a greater yield t6 the acre 

than in former years, thus clemonstrating- his skill as a 

student of agriculture. On January 36, ISIS, he was 

married tlo Alice \Vilson, daughter of John \Vilson, and 

to this union were born three children-Burton, Novem- 

ber 5, 1S79; Maucle B., April 17, ISSI ; Josie, Uarch 5, 

IS&. Burton saw active service in the Spanish-Ameri- 

can war. Mr. Jessup is a member of the Order of Red 

Men and affiliates with the Methodist Episcopal clmrch. 

Many of the members of the same family, consisting of 

brothers, uncles and cousins, took conspicuous part in 

the Civil war. This family, as is thus shown, deserves 

a grateful remembrance on the part of posterity on ac- 

count of unselfishness and effective devotion to the na- 

tion’s cause. 

FRANK WILSON. 

One of the substantial farmers of Greene county, In- 

diana is this subject, living one and one-half miles east of 

1\‘orthington, and who was born in Rdoss county, Ohio, 

January IO, 1860, the son of John and Eliza (Ridg- 
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way) I\-ilson, the former a native of Guernsey county, 

Ohio, .\vhere he was born August 31, I&+ He did not 

start to school until he was fourteen years old, then he 

attended subscriptilon schools for a few months during 

the winter of two or three years. He xvorkecl on the 

old farm until he wis twenty-one years old, when he 

began learning the carpenter’s trade, which he followed 

for eight or ten years. He bought a water saw-mill and 

_ after running that for some time, purchased a steam saw- 

. mill in 1S6o at Farmersville, Ohio, n-hich he continuecl 

to operate until IS&+. In IS70 he moved his mill to 

Greene county, Indiana. The follc&ng year he bought 

the first steam threshing machine to be operated in this 

count\ and operated that in connection .with his Sal\;-mill 

up to 1s91, when he bought the farm which his son, 

Frank \\:ilson, the subject of this sketch, now owns, and 

which he managed for some time. -About thirty-five 

a&es of this land has been cleared silice he purchased the 

farm, which consists of one hundred and four ancl one- 

half acres. It lies about two miles east of Worthingtol~, 

is in first-clas? repair and in good productive condition, 

and a splendid residence has been built on it by Frank 

Jt’ilson. Most of the fencing- is smooth wire. He is dis- 

carding the barbed wire as fast as possible. Mr. Wilson 

turned his falm over to his son, our subject, in IS%, and 

moved to \Vorthington. He purchased a corn grinder 

and the power to run it, and furnished the poiver for. op- 

erating a planing mill, which he run for two years. He 

sold this property and bought another threshing machine, 

which he continued to run until 1902, when he turned 

it over to Frank, his son, subject of this sketch, and re- 

. 
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ject’s first \\-ife died ii1 1897. In ISgS Mr. ‘\1Ylson mar- 

ried Laura Dyer, a native of Olven county, Indiana. She 

is the daughter of Albert and Sarah (Sn~,clrr) Dyer. One 

child 11~2s been horn to this union, Elrtnche. S It-. Dyei-? 

father of T\lrs. 11’ilson. was a soldier in the Civil n-ar in 

the Sevenths-first Regiment, Indiana TTolunteer Infantry. 

He remained in xx-x-ice until the war closed. His fn- 

thet- and his only brother u-ere 31so in the var. 

Xi-. T’\-ilson is a member of the Masot1ic fraternit!-, 

the Iuclel~eiiclent Orclet ot’ Odd Fellnu-s, Rcbccca En- 

campment nncl Red Men. He is a Democrat. Both he 

and his wiie are church members1 tile. former of the 

Church of God and the latter of the Baptist church. The! 

are both considered escellent neighbors ntli! ha\-c ;t host 

of friends tlinx~g-hout their neigl~borl~~~otl. 

HEXRY C. H1L.L. 

L-lt~iong the men closely connected with the q-o\\-ing 

interests of Greene county was the one whose name Ileads 

this review. He was born December 13. IS~.J. ant1 xas 

the son of John and Jane (~nhnson) Hill. the former a 

native of Korth Carolina and the latter of Virgkin. 

They came to Greene county in quite an early clay nncl 

began life as farmers. 

John Hill xas a m;1n that inspired confidence ant? 

was prel-ailed upon at one time to take the oFice of county- 

treasurer, which appointment he accepted and filled n-it11 

singular success atid satisfaction. He passed to rest in 

IS72, and his wife was called hence in rS7-F. 
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The)- were devout Christian people, and wet-c lo>-al 

supporters of the Baptist church. Their family consist- 

ed of the fi_ilIO\\-illg children : Peter, of Sanborn, !<nos 

comty, Indiana ; Henry C.? our subject ; Lewis A.? of Cal- 

ifornia ; John I’\-esley, of Sanborll, Knos county : John- 

son, ;of Greene count)*, ant1 S2.lliq deceased. 

Henry C. was reared on the farm, receiving the 

usual common school eclucation, and Inter attended the 

private school at Ken- Lebanon. Indinm. I-Ie afterK1ril5 

(IS59) graduntecl from the law clcprtmet1t of :he State 

University at Bloon~ington. Follon-ing- this lit cat-ix2 to 

E!oomfield and entered into partnership with Mr. IT\-il- 

li3in Mad;. 117len Xi-. Ma& later i-emovecl to ‘Terre 

Haute IIt-. I-1111 continued the business for himself and 

practiced until his death. Xay 1. x$6,. 

He not onl> gained success professionally, but tack 

;tn a&\-c pnl-t in promoting the best interests of the ci>tl+ 
. 

inunity of whlcli he formed 3 part. He 1~3s n n~~~1~e.r 

of the l\Iethoclist church, being a steward in the locnl or- 

ganization at the time of his death, 2nd an interested 

worker in the Sunday school. He was also school es- 

aminer for Greene county for one term. 

On J me 25, r SGI. he was married t,o Emma Rit- 

ter. who is still living iu Elocmfield, m-here slle was 1xn-n 

'ad raised and has always resided. 

j JOHS OSCAR C\L1’lXT. 

John Oscar Cal\-ert. n farmer of Highland town- 

ship, was born in Kentucky. January- 53 18.37. where he 

attended subscription schools lvhen A hog- and I\-orkecl on 
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until he had six hundred acres, partly improved. Later 

he had most of it cleared. When he first bought the 

place the buildings on it were log and the fences were 

rail. He married. Celia A. Russell and they raised a 

family of four boys and three girls, all but one boy and 

one girl reaching maturity. The subject qf this .&etch 

was the second in order of birth. Robert TV. Calvert 

died in 1857 and his wife died a few years later. The 

former was a Democrat. The latter was a member of 

the Methodist church.’ 

T\VO brothers, Constantine Calvert and 1Villiam 0. 

Calvei-t, were also soldiers in the Civil xvar. Mr. and 

MI-S. Calvert are members of the Baptist church. He is 

a Demxrat and served five years as trustee of Highland 

township. Robert L., his son, is now a trustee of Hig!l- 

land township. 

JOHN 11’HITE CISKEY. 

-At this point lve enter a brief record concerning an- 

other of the representative farmers of Greene county. 

Interest is attached tlo the’resume of his career from the 

fact that he is a pioneer of the section where he now 

lives, having maintained his residence in this count); for 

a combined period of l>early half a century, which fact 

implies thjt he located here as one of the advance guard 

of lx-ogress and material ad<ancement. 

John T1’. Cisney was born in Guernsey county, Ohio, 

Xoven-tber 19, IS_CI> the son #of Stephen and Elizabeth 

(Gib!,ons) Cisney. His grandfather Gibbons n-as a na- 
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tive of Pennsylvania? u-ho moved to Ohio, working as 

a farmer, a blacksmith and later as a man;facturer of 

wagons. He n-as a poor boy and was “bound out.” 

Later, borrow-ing ‘money from his parents, he entered 

eighty acres of land, riding on horseback fifty miles to 

pa\- the money back; but his mother reloaned the money 

to him and he forth~~ith entered another eighty, and 

finally became u-e11 fixed financially, having had some of 

the sterling traits of his Pennsylvania ancestors, who 

were of Dutch descent, being ktlown as people of thrift. 

BNoth grandfather Gibbons and his wife were active mem- 

bers of the Rtethodist Episcopal church. They were the 

parents of five children. The former clikd in Iowa] where 

he u-as on a visit. 

The subject’s father, Stephen Cisney, was born Sep- 

tember I I, ISI I, and remained in Ohio until 1855, where 

he attended the common schools, which were of a veq 

primitive sort in his day. Having learned the tinner’s 

trade, he followed this while he remained in his native 

state. Coming to Indiana in 183; he settled on lone hun- 

dred and sixty acres of partly improved land in Greene 

county, for which he paid one thousand dollars. He 

cleared and improved this farm and lived there in com- 

fort the rest of his life, dying in August, 1867, at the 

age of fifty-sis years, leaving a widow and sis children, 

the mother dyin g in 1877, at sixty years of age. Both 

she and her husband \\-ere known t’o be’active members 

of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

John IV. Cisney, our subject, attended the public 

schools in Ohio until he was fourteen years old, when he 

was brought to Indiana by his parents, with whom he re- 
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mainecl until reaching- his majority, when he rented a 

farm and continued this manner of work for thirteen 

years, when he went to Illinois, remaining one year, after 

which he returned to Greene county ancl bought forty 

acres of good farming land, which was later joined by a 

t\\:enty-acre field which he purchased of a neighbor. In 

time he sold this farm and boqht another consistin,o of 

seventy-five acres. Then his wife inherited seventy-three 

acres adjoining it, all of which was sold and another 

farm purchased. In fact, the subject traded in farm 

lands for several years before he located 011 the farm 

where he now lives, having made a trip to Nebraska and 

bought an eighty-acre farm, which he mana,oecl for three 

y?ars, &hen he went to Kansas, bought a farm and there 

remained for three Jrears. Returnin,o to Greene county 

in 1904, he purchased the farm of two hundred and 

tn-enty acres where he EOW resides. 

Mr. Cisney was united in marriage to Kancy Ann 

Larue, August I, 1863, who was born in Greene county, 

of French extraction. Two children were born to this 

union, one now living, Joseph D., who was born No- 

vember 7, 1864, who is in Tennessee engaged in the 

lumber business. His first wife died in 1879 and the 

subject was again married October 30, 1880, to Margaret 

L. Crites. daughter of JVilliam and Mary Crites, natives 

of Pennsylvania, of German descent. One of the brothers 

of the wife of the subject was a soldier in the Union army 

from Indiana. Three children have been born to the sub- . 

ject and his second n-ife, namely: Zehns L., the u-ife of 

widely and favorably known for his industry and up- 

rightness at all times. 
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and the wife of Lee Harris, of this county; she also has 

one child, Rex Ruby Pearl, the youngest child, is living 

at home. 

The subject enlisted in Company I, Fifty-fourth In- 

diana Volunteer Infantry, in 1862, feeling that it was his 

duty to sacrifice the pleasures of home and his business 

to save his country, serving three months, and he came 

near losing the sight of one of his eyes from disease 
\ 

contracted while in line of duty. It has al\\-ays troubled 

him and he is now practically blind in it, but he does 

not regret his service to his country. His brother George 

was also a soldier in Company A, Ninety-seventh Indiana 

Volunteer Infantry, who served three years and was 

with Sherman on his march to the sea and in many bat- 

tles. Another brother, Joseph, was a private in Company 

I, Fifty-ninth Indiana Regiment, who served three years 

and t\vo months, when he was woulded before Vicks- 

burg May 23, 1863, after ~vhich he was never able to do 

soldier duty and was assignecl to the invalid corps, never 

fully recovering froql the n~o~11~c1. He was in fifteen 

battles and always accluittecl himself with honor. He 

cliecl in 1896. 

The subject is a’ member of the Inclepenclet~t Order 

of Odd Fello\\-s. For fourteen years he has preached. 

from time to time, havitig been licensed to the ministry 

in the Church of God, in which he has always taken an \ 
active part. He has also been Sunday school superin- 

tendent. His wife is also a member of the same church. 

as are also his chilclren except the oldest, who is a Meth- 

odist: Politically Mr. Cisney is a Republican. He is 

widely and favorably known fos his industry and. up- 

rightness aii’all times. 
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GEORGE DOUGLAS TAk-LOR. 
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The business-like management of the affairs at the 

postoffice at \\‘orthington is owing to the care and clis- 

cretion of the present postmaster, whose name initiates 

this sketch. This gentleman was born at \Vorthington, 

August ‘3, IS66. His father, Merritt C. TaJ-lor, was 

a native of Greene county, but his mother, Emily (Top- 

ping) Taylor, was born i!l Ohio. Merritt’ C. Taylor was 

a merchant of this city and died here September 24, 1899. 

His military record is worthy of being- preservecl. He 

enlistecl in the Fifty-ninth Indiana Volunteer Infantry in 

1861, and his sterling q ualities were soon recognized. 

for he was promoted to the rank of first lieutenant, and 

participated in the siege of Corinth, together with all of 

the other important campaigns up to 1862. Later he re- 

sumed the responsibility of raising another company, 

n~hich was mustered in. as the One Hundred and Fif- 

teenth Indiana V.olunteer Infantry, Company A, which 

\\vas to serve for six months, and Mr. Taylor was also 

given the rank of first lieutenant of the same, which 

saw active service in eastern Tennessee and elsewhere. 

George D. Taylor received his early education in the 

public schools of U’orthington and upon reaching ma- 

turity devoted himself to business and farming. As a 

merchant he managed his affairs with singular success, 

having the faculty of combinin, 0- strict business methods 

with a congenial temperament. It was owing largely to 

these qualifications that led his friends ‘to encollrag-e him 

to accept the appointment to the postoffice! where lie is 

now acceptably serving his first term. He is a Repub- 

I 
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lican in politics, but at no time does he place party above 

principle, preferring rather to win out on the line of 

square dealin g with every one. 

Mr. Taylor affiliates with the Episcopal church, in 

lvhicli he has’ for several years acted as warden. He is 

a good miser and finds not only a social welcome among 

his many friends, but quickly inspires confidence on the 

part )of newly formed acquaintances. He owns business 

and residence property in 1Vorthington. Fraternally he 

is a Mason, Blue Lodge! Ko. 577; also a member of the 

Benevolent Protective Orcler of Elks, Jeffersonville 

Lodge, No. 362 ; the Knights of Pythias, 1Vorthington 

Lodge, No. 253. He is past master of the Masonic 

lodge and has passed the chairs in the Knights of Pythias 

and is keeper of records and seal of the Knights of 

Pythias. He took the office February 30, 1906, and 

holds same for four years in the third class. 

LEVI J. FAUCETT. 

A dry recital of dates and events of a man’s career 

can convey no adequate notion of what manner of person 

he is in the flesh, of his methods, his ideals and influence 

among his fellows amid the busy scenes of daily life. 

Only those who come in contact with the subject of this re- 

view understand how thoroughly nature and training and 

habits of thought have developed his powers of mind and 

heart and made him what he has long been, a fit represent- 

ative of the large and respectable class of citizens to which 
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he belongs, and in no small degree a leader of thought 

and moulder of opinion in the various lines of business 

activity to which his energies have been devoted. 

Lel-i J. Faucett, for many years a leading business 

man and representative citizen of Bloomfield, is a scion 

of two of the oldest pioneer families of Greene county, td 

which part of the state his grandparents, both paternal 

and maternal, migrated in a very early day, the latter 

as long ago as 1819, settlin g originally on a tract of land 

in Taylor township, which is now in possession of the 

subject. 

Abel J. Faucett, father of Levi, was a North Carolin- 

. ian by birth, but grew to maturity in Orange county, 

where in his young manhood he married Almira Fellows, 

who \vas born in Greene county, and who bore him a 

family of nine chilclren, all except two sons and one 

daughter clyin g in early life. 

The subject’s maternal great-grandfather served 

five years in the Revolutionary war, going in at the age 

of fifteen years. 

On the paternal side he was English, and in an early 

day, on account of the religious wars, the family went to 

Ireland and there settled until they came to the United 

States and settled in Carolina until they located in 

Indiana. 

. 

The subject’s father served four years in the Civil 

war and was with Sherman on his march to the sea. 

’ The subject’s maternal grandfather, whose arrival 

in Greene county is noted above, served with distinction 

in the War of 1812, and shortly after moving to Indiana 

was made colonel of militia, which position he held for a 

48 
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number of years, doin g much the meanwhile to de+e<z 

the system and rencler efficient the comniand under hi:: 

immediate charge. By occupation he was a tiller of thii 
.4 

soil, cleared and brought to successful cultivation a fin&--;- 
-3g 

farm, and in addition to his efforts in promoting the ma- ;T 

terial development of the country wielded a wholesome*’ - 
;-i 

moral influence, among his fellow men and was long a = 
:.. 

recognized leader in’ all movements having for their object _ ’ 

the advancement and general welfare of the community 

in which he resided. He also was a millwright, and 
-3 

built and operated a mill for many years. The Faucetts -7 

were also among the substantial people of the county of 

Greene, and for a series of years the name has been 
3-4 
=.a 12 

inseparably connected with the material groivth of this --~” . = 
section of the state and closely interwoven with what- : 

ever tends to the intellectual and moral progress of the 

community. 

Few lives in recent history lilore clearly illustrate the 

possibilities of the great American republic and its insti- 

tutions than that of Levi J. Faucett, to a brief epitome of 

whose career the reader’s attention is here respectfully 

invited. Born near Blcoomfield, Indiana, on the 27th 

clay of July, I 843, with advantages in no wise superior to 

those of the maiority of youths reared amid the busv I w - 

scenes of rural life, by sheer force of character, indom- 

itable courage and industry, directed and controlled by 

sound discretion and well-balanced judgment, he .has sur- 

mounted obstacles and difficulties and steadily forged to 

the fl’ont in the business world until he now occupies a 

leading position amon, m his fellows and is recognized as 

one of the influential men of his day and generation in 

i 
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the community long honored by his citizenship. His 

early opportunities for an education were confined to 

the co&r)- schools, but feeling the need of higher mental 

discipline than could there be acquired, he subsequently 

entered Moore’s Hill College, where he prosecuted his 

studies until 1869, when he laid aside his books and began 

the struggle of life upon his own i-esponsibility as a part- 

ner of his father in the milling business. Tde firm then 

constituted, operated a mill which manufactured both 

lumber and flour, and, the volume of business continuing 

to increase under the joint management, the enterprise, 

after a fe\\- years, was removed to Mineral City, where 

a larger and much better equipped plant, operated by 

steam po\yer, n-as erected. The patronage now took a 

\~erj- I\-ide range, and in clue time the business grew to 

large proportions and became the most estensive of the 

kind in Greene county, the reputation of the firm for safe 

and conservatke methods and essentially honorable deal- 

ing, obtaining the meanwhile a wide publicity throughout 

a large section of south central Indiana. The better to 

find a still wider field and more enlarged facilities the 

plant I\-as subsequently transferred to Bloomfield, where 

the same line of business was conducted until 1905, at 

which time the mill was thoroughly remodeled and 

equipped with the latest improvecl machinery for the man- 

ufacture of chairs, which branch of industry, under the 

personal management of. the subject, has since been car- 

ried on, the factory at this time being the largest and most 

important industrial enterprise in the city. 

As may be inferred from the foregoing, Mr. Faucett 

is a business man of ripe experience and sound judgment, 
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whose enterprisin, v spirit nothing can discourage, and all 

of lvhose transactions. have been characterized by scru- 

.!’ . 

.: 

pulous integrity and gentlemanly demeanor. He stands 
. 

high in the esteem of his fellolv-citizens by reason of 

large success, unblemished character, just and liberal life 

and has nobly earned the eminent position he occupies 

’ in business circles and the universal respect with which he 

is regarded by the people of his city and county. 

In addition to his business career, Mr. Faucett has a 

military record which, though comparatively brief, is 

eminently honorable and replete with duty bravely and 

conscientiously performed. In February, 1865, he en- 

listed in Company C, One Hundred and Forty-seventh 

Indiana Infantry, with which he served until mustered out 

in the following August, his command,. in the meantime, 

; j being stationed in the Shenandoah Valley and near JVin- 

Chester, where it \vas variously employed. His brother, 
: ; 

George Faucett, was also a soldier, entering the service at 

the beginning of the rebellion, serving four years in the 

’ Fourteenth Indiana Infantry, Colonel Gavin’s regi- 

ment, ancl falling in the bloody battle of the 11’ilderness 

lvhile gallantly upholding the honor of the Union. 

In his political relations, Mr. Faucett supports the 

‘( principles of the Republican party in state and national 

:. affairs, but in matters purely local, gives his support to 

the candidates best qualified for the offices to which they 
8 

i’ 
aspire. He keeps in close touch with the trend of current 

thought on all matters relating to the public, is well in- 

formed on the leading questions and issues of the day, 

but has never asked official position at the hands of his 

fellow citizens. Interested in all that is calculated to 
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benefit the community, materially, educationally, morally 

and religiously, his influence has ever been exerted on 

the side of right and, from what he has accomplished in 

the various avenues to which his talents have been exert- 

ed, it is easy to see that the world has been made better by 

his presence. The Methodist church, of I\-hich he has 

long been an active and consistent member, holds his 

religious creed, and L. H. R. Post, No. 326, Grand Army 

of the Republic, represents his fraternal relations. 

Mr. Faucett’s domestic life dates from October 27, 

1871, at which time he was united in marriage with Susan 

_‘lshton, daughter of Joseph and Marinda (Prather) 

_khton, a union blessed with the following children : 

Joseph A. ; Charles W. ; John ill., deceased; Wendell H. ; 

Frank 17. ; Hattie, deceased ; Aldah; Mary, Read; the 

t\vo oldest being associated with their father in business. 

He owns seven hundred and fifty acres of land in 

Richland and Taylor townships. 

1VILLIAM DAVIDSON BOYD. 

Practical industry. wisely and vigorously applied, 

never fails of success, for it carries a man onward and 

upward, brings out his individual characteristics and 

acts as a powerful stimulus to others. The greatest re- 

sults in life are often attained by simple means and the 

exercise of ordinary qualities of common sense and per- 

severance. A man who has profited by the little things 

of life and tmnecl the seeming trivial opportunities to 
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splendid account, thereby reaping abundant success, is 

the gentleman whose honorable record we now call the 

attention of the reader to, JVilliam D. Boyd, whose name 

forms the caption of this sketch, for it will be seen upon 

perusing it that he is one of the most enterprising- agri- - 

culturists of Grant township. 

-Mr. Boycl was born in Highland county, Ohio, De- 

cember 19. ISj9, but he was twelve years old when he 

was brought to Greene county, Indiana, by his parents, 

where he attended the common schools, making good use 

of his tinlet and worked on his father’s farm during the 

months that the schools were not in session. preferring 

to remain \vith his parents until he reached manhood, 

when he engagecl in farming in the same neighborhood 

for some time. In 1894 he settled on his present valua- 

ble farm of two hundred ancl five acres, which his min- 

ute knowledge of agriculture has made one of the choice 

farms in this county. His success in this respect has en- 

abled him to erect comfortable buildings and purchase 

all necessary modern farmin, m implements to make his 

work lighter and more satisfactoq-. But Mr. Boy-d does 

not depend upon the fertile fields of his farm alone for a 

livelihood, dealing- extensively in all kinds of good stock. 

and his escellent judgment in the selection and care of 

stock, especially horses, cannot be questionecl. 

Mr. Boy-d was happily married to Ella Himebrook? 

a native of Grant township, and the claughter of Fred- 

erick and Mary Himebrook, the former a native of Ger- 

many, who came to America when he was twelve years 

old. The home of the subject and wife has been blessed 

with the follo,wing children Faith C., who is in high 
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school ( 1908) ; Margareith, Pearl and Helen. They are 

all apt in music and promise to become proficient in it. 

Their father has presented them with a high-grade piano. 

The parents of William D. Boyd were Eli B. and 

Elizabeth (Davidson) Boyd, the latter a native of Ohi. 

and the daughter of Thomas Davidson, a native of Kew 

Jersey, and in politics an old-line 1Vhig. He was a sol- 

dier in the Revolutionary war ancl fought at Brandywine. 

Eli B. Boyd was the son of Berryman Boycl, who was a 

native qf Ireland, having come to the United States in 

an early day and settled on a farm in Ohio. Eli lived 

on a farm in Highland county, Ohio, until 1876, when he 

came t’o Greene county, Indiana, settling in Smith to\vn- 

ship, where he farmed until his death. He was one of 

the first to respond to his country’s call in 1861, when 

he enlisted in Company A, Sixty-first Ohio Volunteer 

Infantry, remainin, v at the front until the cl,ose of the 

war. He was a Republican and cast his first ballot for 

John C. Fremont for President in 1856. He was a Bap- 

tist, while his wife remained in the Christian church. She 

died in 1899. 

Poli,tically l\rilliam D. Bo~xl, our subject. is a stanch 

Republican and an active worker in that party. He 

served sis- years as township trustee. Fraternally he is 

a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows? haI-- 

ing. filled all the chairs and represented his lodge at the 

meeting of the grancl lodge. He is also a member of the 

ktoclern 11’~ooclmen of America. Mrs. Boyd is a mem- 

ber of the Christian church. Mr. Boycl was for a num- 

ber of years a teacher in the common schools of Grant 

township. He is a member of the degree staff Rebekah 

lodge at Lyons. 
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The Boyd family is spoken of in the highest terms 

by all who are fortunate enough to be numbered among 

their friends and acquaintances. 

6 

BEN JAMIN B. MITTEK. 

A man of unblemished character and sterling worth, 

who has stamped his individuality upon the community 

and discharged worthily important trusts, Benjamin B. 

Mitten is distinctly one of the representative men of the 

day and generation in Greene county, and occupies 3 con- 

spicuous place among those who have contributed to the 

standing and stability of the section of Indiana, honorecl 

by his citizenship. The Mittens are ,of Irish lineage, the 

branch of the family in America springing from a single 

representative who settled in one of the eastern colonies 

a number of years prior to the War of Independence. 

Little is known of this ancestor beyond the fact of his 

having married and reared a family, descendants of which 

are now scattered over various parts of the United States. 

. It is fair to assume, however, that he was a man of good 

mind, consecutive energy and well defined purposes, as 

these attributes appear to be characteristic traits of all 

who bear the family name so far as known. Nimrocl 

Mitten, the subject’s father, a native of Maryland. was 

born November 22, 1819. and when a yo~mg man married 

Susan Beck, whose birth occurred on April 23, 1S23, in 

Pennsylvania. The former, who was eclucated at C‘\;est- 

minster, iMaryland, devoted the greater part of his life 
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to teaching, and he is remembered as a man of fine intel- 

lect and deeply religious, having long been a zealous 

member of the United Brethren church, ,of which his lvife 

. IL-as also an active and consistent communicant. De- 

prived of educational privileges in her youth, never hav- 

ing attended school more than three days in her life, Mrs. 

Mitten took advantage of every opportunity to improve 

her mind, and in clue time became not only a practical 

scholar, but by a wide range of reading in many subjects 

acquired a fund of valuable knowledge such as schools 

and colleges fail to impart. She was a diligent and crit- 

ical Bible student and many divines and others &ell versed 

in the Scriptures were wont to speak in high terms of her 

familiarity with the word of God and bear testimony to 

the clear, original and logical manner in which she in- 

terpreted the same. Profoundly pi,ous and esemplifying 

her family by a life devoted to good worcls,,it was a pleas- 

ure to hear this good woman discuss sacred subjects, as 

she possessed rare ability in the art of public discourse 

and by her expositions and practical deductions never 

failed to interest and edify her hearers. 

Nimrod Mitten died N,ovember 21, 1900, his wife 

following him to the unlcnown worlcl on December I I, 

1901. They reared a large family of fifteen children, the 

oldest of whom, Mary E., was born July II, 1811, mar- 

ried Charles Reed, who was killed in the ,Civil war, later - 

becoming the wife of Noah Fiscus, by whom she had 

five children, two children having been born t.0 her first - 

union. William .T., the second of the family, was born 

January 12, 1843, and departed this life August 14. IS;I. 

Sarah Ann, born July 13, 1844, is the wife of L. C. Ar- 
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lie]-, of Owen county, Indiana, and the mother of six 

daughters and three sons. All but one of the sons are liv- 

ing. J. P., born March 5, 1846, a farmer of Owen 

county, married Eliza Heaton, who died in 1890, the 

mother of nine children, five of whom are deceased. Eu- 

reth, the fifth in order of birth, b3rn &August 29. 15447, 

was married the first time to Lawrence Fiscus, by whom. 

she had seven children, one being deceased. Some time 

after the death of Mr. Fiscus she became the wife of 

Thomas Full<, with whom she is now living in the count> 

of Owen. Catherine, wife -of Alexander Chilclers, by 

whom she has two sons living, was born January 9. 1849. 

She is now a widow, her husband having died in Janu- 

ary, Igo8 Samuel J., born Xoyember ~3, ~Sjo, is a 

farmer in On-en county and has been twice married, both 

xi\-es deceased. To the first union txo children UW-~ born 

and one to the second, all lking. Martha, born 1Iay 12, 

IS 52, is the wife ,of Lawrence Currie, of Bloomington, 

this state, ancl the mother of sis children, one deceased. 

Amancla Jane, whose birth occurred 1Iay I, IS~+ mar- 

ried Solomon Arney, of Oxen county? alid has txo chil- 

dren. Margaret M., born Februarp 28, ISjG, is the wife 

of R. S. Bleclsoe and lives in Kansas, being the mother 

of sis children, txo of whom are deceased. ,iilbei-t A., 

a resident ,of Shelby county, Iowa, ~-110 was born Febru- 

ary 9: ISjS, is married and the father of three offspring. 

Benjamin B., the subject of this sketch, is the t\\-elfth 

in order of birth, after whom is George O., ~110 was born 

May 15, 1863. He lives in Spencer, Owen county, and 

has a family consisting of a I\-ife, two sons and three 

daughters. Jesse II’., the nest in succession, also a resi- 
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dent of the county of Owen, was born October 19, I%;. 

He married in that county and is the father of six chil- 

dren, four daughters and two sons. 

James, the youngest member of the large ancl inter- 

esting family u?der consideration, lives at New Castle, 

Indiana, and dates his birth from September 14, 1S67. 

He,, too, is married and the head of a family consisting 

of one son and two daughters. 

Benjamin B. Mitten, to a brief review of whose life 

the remainder of this article is devoted, was borli March 

16, 1860, in Owen county, Indiana, and spent his child- 

hood and youth on the family homestead, receiving his 

early educational training in the public schools, subse- 

quently pur&g the more advanced branches of study 

in a normal institution of higher grade. He was reared 

to agricultur’al pursuits and when a youth earned his first 

money working as a farm hand in the neighborhood of 

his home, later engagitig in tilling the soil upon his own 

responsibility. In due season he moved to a farm of his 

own, which he cultivated in connecti,on with stock rais- 

ing for a period of eight years, at the espiration of which 

time he turned his.attention to the manufacture of flour. 

-4fter operating a mill with fair success for three years 

he disposed of his interest in the same, and, returning to 

his falm, devoted the ensuing eleven years to agriculture, 

meeting with encouraging success the meanwhile. 

At the expiration of the time indicated Mr. Mitten 

discontinued the cultivation of the soil to become clerk 

and salesman with a hardware and furniture firm at 

Worthington. in which capacity he served until receiving 

the nomination for the office of county treasurer one year 

later. Severing his connection with his employers, he. 
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entered heartily and enthusiastically into the campaign 

and made a th,orough and vigorous canvass, not only to 

advance his own interests, but, if possible, to insure the 

success of the entire Republican ticket. Being quite pop- 

ular with the public, irrespective of political ties, he re- 

ceived the full strength of his own party and no little as- 

sistance from the opposition. His triumphant election to 

the position of treasurer was a compliment to his great 

personal popularity as well as a recognition of his peculiar 

fitness for the place, and the eminently satisfactory man- 

ner in which he discharged his official functions fully 

demonstrated the wisdom of the party in making llim a 

candidate, it being conceded by the Democrats and Re- 

publicans alike that the county has never been served by 

a more capable and popular public servant. Previous to 

his term as custodian of the public funds Mr. Mitten 

served four years as township trustee, in which office he 

displayed sound judgment, wise discretion and business 

ability of a high order, and the creditable record made 

while looking after the interests of his jurisdiction did 

much to recommend him t-o the favorable consideration 

of his party ivhen a candidate was needed for the more 

important trust to which he was afterwards chosen. 

Mr. MIitten has been identified with the Commercial 

State Bank of Worthington ever since its organization in 

1906, and as vice president of this institution he has con- 

tributed greatly to its success and popularity among t!le 

patrons and the public at large. His high standing as an 

able and judicious business man and his unblemished 

character in el-ery relation of life have won for him the 

confidence and esteem of his fell&v citizens of Greene 

county, and in view of the fact that he has heretofore dis- 



GREENE COUXTY, I~DIXN~~. 7% 

charged worthily his every duty and proved loyal t,o eveiy 

trust reposed in him it is eminently fitting that his numer- 

ous friends and admirers should predict a future in which 

he shall be called to larger sp!ieres of endeavor and more 

signal public honors. 

Mr. Mitten is a member of the Masonic Brotherhoocl, 

the Odd Fellolvs Orcler, Red Nen ancl I1700dmen of 

America, in the deliberations of which fraternities he is an 

active participant and in xhich he has at various times 

been elevated to positions of honor and trust. To all mat- 

ters relating to the well-being of fellow ‘men or the ad- 

vancement of the interests of the community he has con- 

tributed of his time and influence unsparing-ly and, being 

public-spirited in all the term implies, he is naturally 

looked to as a leader in measures and enterprises for the 

c011ll11011 good. 

On March 31, 1881, Mr. Mitten I\-as happily mar- 

ried to Martha. ht. Niller, of Owen countyt daughter of 

David ancl Catherine Miller, four children resulting from 

this union, namely : Mari,on E., born January 16, ISSZ, 

is married and lives in Worthington ; James Ralph was 

born December 22, 1886, and is still under the parental 

roof; ‘Rhoda J. was born August 21, 1888, and is still a 

member of the home circle; Floyd WI., a student in the 

schools of IVorthington, was born September I 3, I 898. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mitten have a pleasant home, which is a 

favorite rendezvous of the best social circles of II’orth- 

ington, and their popularity is bounded only by the limits 

of their acquaintance. They are members of the Meth- 
\ 

oclist Episcopal church, as is also the older son and sis- 

ter, and active in all benevolences and .other laudable work 

under the auspices of the same. 
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JOHN CRITES. 

The ancestors of the subject were farmers and he 

has preferred to follow in their steps rather than choos- 

ing any other line of work, and owing to the fact that 

he has devoted his life to the study of agriculture he has 

made farniing successful in nearly all its diversified 

phases. His farm in Highlancl township contains about 

three hundred acres. 

The subject was born in T\rayne county, Ohio, in 

October, 1843, the son of \Villiam and Mary (Dorroug-11) 

Crites. George Crites, grandfather of the subject, was a 

native of Pennsylvania, jvlio moved to Ohio in the earl! 

thirties and bought a farm there, I\-hich he worked until 

he mo\.ecl to Indiana in 1860 and bought a farlm in 

Greene county, I\-here he nlacle his home up to. the time 

of his death in 1870, when he died in the Union station 

at Incliai?apolis froin heart failure, grandniotlier Crites 

having passed on to the nest existence before him. There 

were eight children in that family who grew to maturity. 

one of \vhonl, Eli! Crites, was a soldier in the Civil war. 

Grandfather Dorrough died about 1850 in Ohio, where 

he had come from his native state, Pennsylvania. His 

wiclon- came to Indiana in 1857, where she lived until 

her death iii the early sixties. They had fourteen chil- 

cl i-en . 1Villiani Crites, father of the subject, spent his 

early life in Ohio, having been h-ought to that state 

by his parents when he was but a child. He was cle- 

privecl of early educational advantag-es. He owned 3 

farni of one hundred and sixty acres in Ohio, which he 

conducted until he came to Indiana in May, 1856, hal-ing 
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tradecl his Ohio farm for a farm consisting -of three hun- 

clred and sixty acres in Greene county. The farm on 

which the subject of this sketch now ‘lives, consisting of 

one hundred and sixty acres, is a part of his father’s old 

farm. About one-half of the original tract has been 

cleared. X11 the present buildings on the place have been 

erected by the subject, escept the dwelling house, n-hich 

is the one in which his father lived. John Crites has 

never lived more than one and one-fourth miles from 

that place. His father also spent all his clays lvhile in 

Indiana on that farm, dying there in 1886, at the age of 

se\-enty-one. His wiclox survived until 1S9.5, dying at 

the age of seventy-five. Sl ie was a member of the Church 

of God. 

John Crites, the subject of this sketch, attended 

three terms of school in Ohio. After he came to Incliana 

he worked on his father’s farm ~111 to 1S63. In IS& 

shortly after the first of the year, he began his career as 

a soldier, enlisting in Company A, One Hundred and 

Forty-ninth Indiana Volunteer Infantry. He spent most 

of the time of his enlistment in garrison duty at Nash- 

ville, Tennessee, and Decatur, Alabama. He was mus- 

tered out in September, 1S65. He was disabled by con- 

tracting a disease while in the line of duty and he was 

not able to work for a year after returning home. Then 

he began work ,011 his father’s farm on the “shares,” 

where he continued to xork until ISTO, when he Ivent 

to Kansas, where he remained for nearly a year, working 

as a farm hand. Then he came back to the home farm ” 

and conducted that until ISS I, when he moved onto a 

farm n:hich he had previously bought, remaining on this 
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until 1893, when he sold it and purchased a part of -the 

old homestead, on which he has since resided. He has 

added sisty acres’ to the one hundred and sixty he origi- 

nally purchased. His farm is now in an excellent concli- 

tion, being well improved, and it is now producing as 

much as it did when first cleared, and is underlaid with 

about two thousand rods of tiling. 

Mr. Crites, while he managed the farm, dealt in 

stock and cattle, handling a good grade. He fed about 

all the corn that the place produced to hogs. He is now 

fei%%g altogether with wire. He has since bought 

eighty acres, principally of \Vhite River bottom land, 

which is rich, the soil needing no fertilizers, having de- 

lxxits of silt spread over it occasionally by high waters. 

The subject was married in 1871 to Julia Hodges, 

a native of Greene county and a daughter of \Villiam and 
I 

Mary J. (Turley) H oc o-es, natives of North Carolina. 1, ,+- 
! Her father was a soldier in the Civil war, having enlisted 

I from Indiana. They had six children who grew to ma- 

turity, namely : Alma A., wife of Reuben Devilbiss, to 

whom four children have been born ; Alice is the wife 

of Clarence Chipman. They have four children. Charles 

E. is the third child of the subject. He is married and 

has three children. George, the nest son, has been twice 

married. He had one child by his first wife. Sarah, the 

fifth child, is the wife of John M. R,ose. She has one 

child. Julia, the last child, is single and living at home. 

Her twin sister died in infancy. The subject’s wife died 

March 4, 1883. 

Mr. Crites was married a second time to Mrs. Fran- 

ces M. Long, December 23, 1833. She had three chi!- 

& 
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dren by a former husband, one of these Byron F. Long, 

ser\-ing in the United States regular army, and remained 

with the subject for some time. He is now in Sew Mes- 

ice; as is also George Crites, who served in the Spanish- 

American war and later three years in the United States 

regular army. The subject had no children by his last 

wife. He never affiliates with any political party, but 

he and his wife are members <of the Baptis.t church and 

they are regarded as hospitable and upright people by 

all who know them. 

HENRY THONPSON JEWELL. 

Henry T. Jewel], a well known agricult&-ist living 

near \Vorthington, has spent his life in Greene county1 
I 

ha\-ing been born in Highland township, September IS, 

1841. His father was J1’illiam P. Jewel1 ancl his moth- 

er’s maiden name n-as Maria11 Miller. Grandfather Jex- 

ell was a native of Ireland, having been born there in 

1776. who came to America when young and settled in 

Ohio, moving from there to Kentucky and then to Indi- 

ana in 1836, settlin g in Highland township, where he 

worked both as a farmer and a miller, having established 

the first mill to be run by horsepower in Greene county. 

It ground both corn and wheat, the latter being bolted 

by hand power, the bolt having been turned with a crank. 

The grandfather of the subject continued in the milling 

business during the remaining years of his life, then one 

of his sons managed the mill until other mills of a more 

19 
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modern type were established in the county. The com- 
: 
; pensation for grinding the corn and bolting it was a 

part of the corn. His grandfather also owned a farm 

which is supposed to have been entered from the govern- 

ment. He died about 1843. Grandmother Miller lived 
. and died in Kentucky. William p. Jewell, the subject’s 
.i x ! father, got what education he could from the Kentucky 

public schools. He worked on his father’s farm during 

his boyhood days and later entered one hundred and 

sisty acres of land in Greene county, Indiana, which he 

cleared and improved. He lived there the balance of his 

life and was assisted in improving the place by his sons. 

He and his wife were members of what was then called 

the Regular Baptist church. He died March I I, ISgo, 

at the age of seventy-eight years, and she died September 

29, 1845, at thirty-six years. 

Henry T. Jewell, the subject of this sketch, was edu- 

cated in the district schools of Greene county, working in 

the meantime on his father’s farm, on which he remained 

until 1860, when he began working out as a farm hand, 

which he continued to do for two years, when he enlisted 

as a private in Company E, Fifty-ninth Indiana Volun- 

teer Regiment, on August 12, 1862. He was drilled at 

New Albany, Indiana. The regiment was moved a month 

later into Mississippi and took part in the battle of Cor- 

inth, October 3~1 and 4th of that year. The subject was 

in the battles around Vicksburg and Port Hudson and 

Jackson. ‘?he colors of this regiment were the first to 

be hoisted on the state house there. It then engaged in 

tlie battle of Champi,on Hill, Mississippi, after which it 

was sent to Vicksburg and remained during the remain- 

. 
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der of the siege until that city surrendG;z’ on July 4th. 

The regiment was next in the battle of Missionary Ridge 

and was sent to Knoxville with General Thomas’ com- 

mand and wintered at Huntsvile, Alabama. In Febru- 

ary, 1864, the subject came home with his regiment on 

veteran furlough, return’ing to the front in thirty days. 

The regiment assisted in the Atlanta campaign and 

joined Sherman’s army there and went with it to the sea. 

The subject was in the battle of Savannah, after which 

he went through the Carolinas with the regiment, visit- 

ing Raleigh, Richmond and Washington, participating in 

the grand review, and where he was mustered out May 

30, 186j. c 

After the war the subject went to work as a farm 

hand at one dollar per day, which work he continued’ for 

one yea!-. Then, he rented a farm, which he worked for 

twelve years, then bought it and has since lived on the 

place continuously. It was an improved farm, consisting 

of fifty-five acres. There are now one hundred and 

twenty-one acres in the farm, comprising both bottom 

and upland. He now rents the farm out, but superin- 

tends it. 

The subject was married December 13, 1866, to 

Laura S. Allen. (A cdmplete history of the Allen fam- 

ily is to be found under the sketch of John D. Allen in 

this work.) 

Fifteen children were born to this union, namely: 

Italy, living at Worthington; Mary R., deceased; Hugh 

E., living at Devil’s Lake, North Dakota ; William, who 

is married and has one child, lives at Champaignt Illi- 

nois; Daisy, living at home; Malcolm H. is married and 

. 
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lives on a farm near Vermillion, Kansas; the seventh 

child died unnamed; Henry, living at Evansville, Indi- 

ana; Laura Adella is the wife of Edward Reed and the 

mother of one child, living on a farm near Jason\-ille, In- 

cliana; James A, deceased; Xewtaon L. is also deceased; 

Sarah J. is the wife of Lee Hisson, of Linton? and the 

mother of one son; Louisa Edith, wife of Charles Bloom, 

of Indianapolis; Jessie L. died in chilcll1ood; the last 

child died in infancy. 

The subject’s wife is a inember of the Baptist church. 

Mr. Je\\-ell is a member of the Grand Army of the Re- 

public, Post X.0. 91, at \Vorthington. Indiana. For many 

years he has been senior vice commander. He is a Re- 

publjcan and has served as tolvnship trustee and super-. 

visor. Mr. Jewel1 and his family are highly respected 

people and are regarded as ti ~00~1 farmers anti good neigh- 

bors. 

It is always pleasant and profitable to contemplate 

the careel- of a man \\-ho has made a success of life ancl 

\vcii the l1onor and respect of his fellow citizens. Such is 

the record of the well known gentleman whose name 

heads this brief article and who is now occupying a high 

standing among the progressive agriculturists of Grant 

townsliip. James A. Deckard was born in Sulli\van coun- 

I ty? this state, October ~4~. IS;O, the son of John and lIa- 

hala (Butcher) Deckarcl, the former a native of Vir- 

ginia and the latter of Monroe county, Indiana, where 

the subject’s father came with his parents when a child, 
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having been among the early settlers there. John De&- 

arc1 was raised in Monroe county, and after his marriage 

moved to Sullivan county, Ivhere he lived on a well cul- 

tivated farm until his death. His wife died at the home 

of the subject. The former was a Presbyterian and the 

later a hlethoclist. Mr. De&arc1 was a Democrat and a 

member of the Masonic fraternity. They had born to 

them the following children : James, the subject of this 

biography : George, ~vho lives in Sulli\-an county ; Ma- 

tilda also lives in that county; \\‘illiam, a resident of 

l3loomfield ; Kizzie Xrbell is deceased ; Martha lilres in 

Georgia : John lives in Grant township on a farm : Samp- 

son. Andy. Jane and Daniel V. are deceased. 

I James A. De&arc1 \yas reared on a farm in Cass 

to\\-nship, Sullivan county, and received what education 

he could iii the common schools, remaining at’home until 

he married Elizabeth \Valters, a native of his own com- 

munity. She is the claughter of Sampson and Elizabeth 

II’al ters. Sampson \\‘alters was a nati\:e of Kentucky 

and an early settler in Sullivan county. They had the 

following children : Coatney, deceased ; John, ~110 lives 

. iii Sullivan county , Frances, deceased ; Elizabeth, xife 

of the subject; Xary Ann, living in Sullivan county, and 

Sampson also resides in Sullivan county. 

To the subject and wife the following children were 

born : Laura, the wife of ~Villiam JVinter, a farmer of 

Grant to\\-nship : John, 1~1101 marriecl Ella Courter, living 

in Grant tow-nship ; William Ezra, who lives with t!le 

subject: Clara, the wife of Roy Frakes, who lives in 

Sullivan county ; James G., Elizabeth, Fanny Jane, 

Charles. Rosa May, all live at home ; four children died in 

infancy. . 
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l\lr. Deckarcl’s life has been one of close application, 

but it has yielded rich results. He came to the farm in 

Grant township on which he now lives in 1890. It con- 

sists of one hundred and forty acres of highly improved 

land. He also owns sixty acres in another tract. Bitt 

fen- farmers in that community seem to understand how 

to successfully manage a general farm better than t!le 

subject, since he always reaps splendid harvests from his 

fertile fields and is able, year by year, to raise some stock, 

usually ‘of an excellent quality. 

Mr. and Mrs. Deckarcl are members of the Chris- 

tian church at Lyons, Indiana. Fraternally the former is 

a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 

the Knights of Pythias lodges at Lyons. being a charter 

member of the latter. 

THOMAS ALDERSON, 

4 faimer and stock raiser, living near 1Vortliington, 

Incliana, u-as boln in the county lof Durham, England, 

April I 1 IS j4. His father lx-as George Alderson. xho 

was acciclently killed in IS61. His motherT \vho was 

Margaret (Scott) Alderso~n, died in Clay county, Indiana, 

in 1901, in her ninty-fifth year. The parents 

of OUT subject had eight children. 1Villiam died 

just as he Al-as preparing to emigrate to America. 

He u-as married and left two chilclren; Eliza- 

beth married a S~otchman and died in England, ‘leaving 

seven sons : Charles came to the United States : he lived 

in different states and died \vhile working in 1903 : John 
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still resides in his native country; Jane married and re- 

sides in Shamokin, Pennsylvania ; Mary -4nn died. in 

England, leaving ‘one child; Sarah married and is liv- 

ing in England ; George was’ accidently killed in 

a coal shaft in Parke county, Indiana; Thomas, our sub- 

ject, and Ralph reside in Shamokin, Pennsylvania. 

Our subject came to the United States in 1879 anil 

settled first in Brazil, Clay county, Indiana, where he 

xorkecl as a statiolnary engineer in the coal mines. He 

was with the Brazil Block C,oal Company for twenty-two 

years. Then he came t,o Greene county, Indiana, w:here 

he bought a small farm, and since Igo3 he has been the 

manager of his brother Charles’ farm, which is near his 

O\Vll. Charles is deceased. Thomas spends most of his 

time managing the ,aflairs of the two farms and rents 

most of the tillable ground. Having begun working in 

the mines in his native country when but nine years old, 

he hacl but little opportunity tlo attend school. He also 

\vorkecl at the blacksmith’s trade in England for four 

years ; then he was a fireman for t\vo years, and was. an 

engineer on a railway train for an eclual number of year?, 

Later he was a boiler tender for sisteeti boilers for two 

years. 

Mr. Alderson married Sadie Triplet in 1897, the 

daughter of John and Esther (Underwo~od) Triplet, na- 

tives of Clay county, Indiana. Bush Triplet, an uncle of 

Mrs. Alderson, was a soldier ill the Civil war, who after 

receiving an honorable discharge, returned to Indiana, 

and is now living in Nebraska. Mr. Alclerson is a 

Mason and a Republican. He and his wife are members 

of ‘the Methodist church, and are highly respected and 

influential citizens in their community. 
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JOSIAH D. MYERS. 

A broad-minded man of affairs, whose enterprising 

spirit and large business experience have contributed 

much to the material advancement of Worthington and 

given his name wide publicity throughout the greater part 

of Indiana, is the well known gentleman of \vliom the 

biographer writes ‘in this connection. Josiah D. Myers 

is a native of Ohio and dates his birth from December 7, 

of the year 1834, bein, u the second of two children that 

constituted the family of George and Anna (Delp) Myers, 

both parents born in Pennsylvania. George Myers Jvas 

reared in the state of his nativity, where he carried on 

business for a number of years and in 1~66 came to Indi- 

ana, where he has s~lce lived, being at this time a resident 

of 1Vorthington. His wife is the daughter of a Pennsyl- 

vania Quaker who migrated to Ohio in al! early clay, 

thence at a later date to O\ven county, Indiana, xhere he 

spent the remainder of his life, dying a number of years 

ago, leaving a family of six children, of whom. Mrs. 

Myers was the second in order of birth. 

Jacob H. Myers, the older of the two sons of George 

and Ann Myers, was born in ISj2, and is now connected 

with a manufacturing irkitution where wagons and car- 

riages, automobiles and other vehicles are macle, operat-- 

ing quite an extensive establishment in Cleveland, Ohio. 

He is a married man and the father of tlil:ee children. 

Josiah D. Myers, who name furnishes the caption of 

this article, was about twelve years old when brought 

by his parents to Indiana, since which time he has 

been very closely interwoven with the history of Greene 

county. After devotin g his early years to study in the 
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public schools, he took a ‘high-sch,ool course and lvhile 

prosecuting the same, worked at intervals in a printing 

office. After two years at the printing business he took 

~111 the study of telegraphy, in which he soon acquired 

proficiency and for seven consecutive years this constitut- 

ed his principal line of lvork. 

Discontinuing telegraphy in April, 1875, Mr. Myers 

accepted the position of bookkeeper for J. E. Miller, 

of Worthington, who was engaged in the grain ancl wool 

business, in which capacity he continued until the death 

of his employer, in 1899, when he purchased the estab- 

lishment, and in due time built up a large and steadily 

growing business, which he now conducts. To say that 

the enterprise under his able and judicious management 

has been more than ordinarily successful is but a conserv- 

ative statement, as all cognizant ,of the facts freely admit. 

Beginning on a modest scale he has steadily estencled 

the scope and vo’lume of the grain business until it now 

extends +roughout four counties and has nine agencies, 

and the wool business extends nearly over nine counties, 

requiring twenty-two agencies, the two representing over 

half a million d,ollars annually, and in 1902 lacked but 

very little of one million bushels of grain. In addition to 

the buying and shipping of grain Mr. Myers deals very 

extensively in all kinds of field seeds. His career 

throughout presents a series of successes, such as fe\v 

achieve and the prominent place in business circles which 

he has reached is due to sound judgment, wise discretion 

and rare foresight, together with the strict integrity and 

high sense iof honor which have ever been among his pre- 

dominant characteristics 

In his political relations Mr. Myers is a Republican 
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and as such has rendered valuable service to his party 

in recognition of which he has been honored at different 

times with positions of trust, including four years’ ser: 

l-ice as president of the city council, ,one term as city 

clerk, eight years’ membership on the school board and 

co&ilman at large for the county, which office he still 

1~01~1s. He has long been an Odd Fellow, having joined 

that fraternity in 1880, and besides filling all the chairs 

in the local lodge to which he belongs, he has twice been 

electecl a member of the grand lodge. In matters religious 

he has fir& belief and well founded convictions, being 

identihed with the Christian church of 1Vorthington, to 

I\-hich his wife also belonged. 

Emma 11. Sanders, who became the I\-ife of Nr. hiy- 

ers on the 4th clay of May, 1875. was born October 12, 

Is-- 33, in Greelie county, the daughter of ,Aclclison G. and 

Louisa (Keecly) Sanders. She bxe her husband three 

children, and after a happy wedded experience of twenty- 

five years’ duration, departed this life July 16, 1900, es- 

teemed by all who knew her for her beautiful Christian 

character ancl man)- estimable qualities of mind and heart. 

Louie Edith. the $clest of the children born to this couple, 

\\-hose date of birth n-as -April 9, 1878, is deceased; Ma- 

rien ,A., born December 3, 1883, is the n-ife.of George C. 

Ellis, of Louisville, Kentucky ; Charles i%: \\vhose birth 

occurred on March 14, 1883, is associated with his fat!ier 

in business. 

HOS. ROB.E:RT F. UrEEMS. 

The subject of this sketch belongs to that class of 

newspaper men whose motto is, “He never fails who 
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never gives up,” and with that bit of old-time homely 

philosophy constantly before him he has become one of 

the leading citizens of Greene county. 

Mr. 11’eems was borri in Bartholomew county, In- 

diana, and when a child came to Vincennes with his par- 

ents, James A. and iMartha V. (Prather) Weems. both 

of ~~hom have lqng b,een dead. The subject of .this 

sketch was rearecl on a farm within sight of that his- 

toric olck town, where he attended the common schools. 

Later he attended Hanover College, at Hanover, Indiana, 

after I\-hich he taught school in Knos county for ,se\:eral 

years, beginning with a common district school and clos- 

ing as principal of a town graded school. Ill h’rarch, 

IS&+, hlr. 11’eems accepted a position on the stafi of “The 

Daily Commercial” in Vincennes, Indiana, and remained 

with that paper continuously for eighteen years, filling 

acceptably iii succession positions as collector, solicitor, 

reporter, city editor ancl editor. His long service and 

devotion to his labors while in the journalistic field gave 

him a wide acquaintance. He has been correspondent for 

several large metropolitan papers, besides doing consicl- 

erable magazine writing.’ 

In the spring- of 1902 Mr. JVeenis resigned his po- 

sition on “The Daily Commercial” to take up the prac- 

tice of law, ha\-& devoted his spare time to the study 

,of law while doing regular newspaper work, and he was 

admitted to the bar in Knos county a month after he 

left hi-s editorial post. He formed a partnership with 

his brother, Jam& P. L. Weems. Shortly afterward 

Robert 117. Jl’eems was elected secretary of the Knos 

County Bar Association. Although busy in the exac- 

, 
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tions of his career as a lawyer, Mr. Weems foilnd time to 

continue some journalistic work. He has allvays taken 

an active part in political affairs, being a l,oyal Repub- 

lican. He served as secretary of the Knox county Re- 

publican central committee for two terms and was a well 

known figure in all of the gatherings of Republicans for 

many years. 

The subject n-as appointed deputy oil inspector for 

the second congressional district of Indiana and four 

years later he n-as reappointed for another term of four 

years. iit the Republican county convention in 1902 he 

was renominated for the legislature, and he made an ac- 

tive canvass of the county. Although he was defeated, 

he made a splendid race, and reduced the Democratic 

majoritv from one thousand to two hundred. 

The subject is a well kqown secret order man. He 

belongs to the Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias. 

Royal Arcanum, Modern 1Voodmeli and the Noble Order 

of Buffaloes. He filled two terms as national recorder 

of the last named order &ncl was the first editor-in-chief 

of “The Buffalo,” the official organ Iof the order. 

Robert F. ‘IVeems was married June 16, I&!$, to 

Minnie Cassady, a teacher at Oaktown, Knox county, 

Indiana. Two’ children have been born to this union- 
‘.‘ 

Chester F. andi Caroline L. The former is a sophomore 

(190s) in the University of Indiana and the latter is a 

teacher in the city schools at Linton, Indiana. Both are 

graduates of the high school at Vincennes. 

At present the subject of this sketch is devoting most 

6;‘ 

.> . 
of his time and attention to “The ltrorthington Times,” &. 
of which he is editor and proprietor. It is a semi-weekly, 

-..f+ 
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established in 1853, and it has a large job printing de- 

partment. Nr. 11’eems purchased this paper in July, 

1903, at once becoming eclitor and manager. There 

were t\va papers in that town then, but the other left 

the field t\\-o years later, lea\?ng “The Times” the en- 

tire field. Yr. 1Veems has greatly improved both the 

mechanical appearance and the editorial quality of this 

paper since he assumed its management, ancl its circu- 

lation has rapidly increaskcl. 

The subject and his wife are both members of the 

Presbyterian church, and they are among the most fa- 

vorably knowi people in \1’orthington and vicinity. 

Mr. \\‘eems is recognized as a local historian at 

Vincennes. He wrote a history ‘of Vincennes which was 

published bp Harclacre & Company which has been pro- 

nounced both authentic and entertaining. This histoq , 
leas adopted by the board of education and a copy was 

placecl in el-cry school room in Knos county. 

This well known physician and surgeon, who prac- 

tices his profession at 1Vorthington and throughout the 

northern section of Greene county, has achieved honor- 

able distinction in the line of his calling, and by com- 

mon consent is accorded a high place among the suc- 

cessful medical men of the part of the state in which 

he resides. having gained the confidence of the public 

as to build up a large patronage and gained for himself 
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more than local repute in a section of Indiana noted ,for 

the high order of its medical talent. Dr. Gray comes of 

good old colonial stock, and traces his lineage back to a 

remote period in the history of New Engiand, where his 

paternal ancestors lived a number of years prior to the 

War of Independence. The great-grandfather Gray 

joined the patriot army at the beginning of that struggle, 

was in Washington’s command at Boston n-hen the hos- 

tilities commenced, and fell in the battle of Bunker Hill. 

Ephraim Gray, the cloctlor’s father, was a native of Or- 

ange county, and when a young: man married Phoebe 

Scott, of Shelby county, Kentucky, a near relative of Gen- 

eral Winfield Scott, and a lady of many sterling qualities 

of head and heart. Epl lraim Gray was born while his 

parents were en route to Indiana. The family settled in 

Lawrence county, where he was reared a farmer, which 

occupation he followed until his death at the ,age of fifty- 

three. Mrs. Gray survived her husband and departed 

this life at Bloomfield at the ripe old age of seventy-six 

years. Of the .ten children born to this estimable couple. 

the doctor is the fourth in order of birth and the only one 

, living in the town of Worthington. 

Dr. Simeon Gray is a native of Indiana and was 

horn in Springville, Lawrence county, April 20, 1817. 

His early life, under the wholesome influences and active 

duties of the farm, was conducive to healthful moral clis- 

cipline and well rounded physical development. and in the 

clistrict schools, which he entered at the proper age, he 

laid the foundation of the substantial intellectual train- 

ing which he subsequently acquired while preparing for 

his professional career. Having decided to make the 
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healing art his life work, he began his preliminary course 

of reading at the age lof eighteen, and after spending 

three years under the direction of a competent preceptor 

he entered the medical department of the University of 

Michigan at Ann Arbor, where he prosecuted his studies 

and researches with commendable zeal for two years and 

then began the practice of his profession at Hobbieville, 

Greene county, Indiana. After spending tn-o years at 

that place and winning well merited success as a general 

practitioner, he sought a wider field Bar the esercise of 

his talents in southern Kansas, where for a period of 

eight years he devoted his attention very closely to his 

chosen calling, with the result that he soon acquired a 

good patronage. . . 

Dispxing of his interests in the \l’est he returned 

to Indiana and located at \Vorthington, \\-here during 

the past twenty-nine years he has ministered to the ills 

of suffering humanity, his name being known in nearl) 

every family circle within a radius of many miles from 

his place of residence. 

His career since engaging in the practice of medi- 

cine> has been steadily progressive and, as previously 

stated, his series of continued advancement ha\Te been re- 

warded, not only with professional success of a verv 

high order, but also with financial emolument that has 

made him independent and one of the solid men of the 

community in which he lives. 

Politically Dr. Gray supports the principles of the 

Democratic party, being a student and thinker. His 

I\-ide range of reading has macle him familiar with the 

leading questions and issues of the day, on all of \vhich 
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his opinions carry weight .ancl command respect. He has 

ser\wl as secretary cf the county board of health, of the 

town board, and for a period of three years was president 

of the local pension board, besides serving for some time 

as Indian agent at Colville, IVashington, prior to t!le ad- 

missi-xl of that territory to statehood. In matters reli- 

gious he is a Methodist. He is one of the leading spirits 

of the Greene County Mec!ical Society, in u$icll from 

time to time lie has been honored with important offices. 

Xay 16, 1S66, the cloctor was happily married to 

Jane Louder, of Lawrence county, Indiana, daughter of 

Hiram and Sallie Louder, the union being blessed 

u-ith children, as follows : \Yalter E., born September 

23. 1S67, is in the railway service and resides at Terre 

Haute, having a \vife. ancl two children; Maggie, born 

Nay 17, IST I, is deceased ; Earl E., also deceased, was 

born October z4? 1S74; Everett H., born April 4. rS76, 

is engaged in the coal business as Sturgis, Kentucky, be- 

ing unmarried ; Lizzie, whose birth occurred on the 17th 

of ;iugust, 1S7S, married John H. Griffith, of 1Vorth- 

ingtoii, and died in ISgg, leaving a husband and ,one child 

to mourn her loss. Edith, the you@est member of the 

family circle, born March 30, 1SS6, is still an inmate of 

the household and her mother’s assistant in the manage- 

ment of the home. In addition to his own children the 

cloctor and I\-ife have taken to their home their little 

granclson, Lyle Gray Griffith, whose mother died when 

he was three and one-half years old, being at this time. 

(190s) nine years of age, an intelligent lad with a prom- 

ising future. Tl le upliftin,o influence of this worthy sub- 

ject is far reaching. 
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ED \VXRD E. MILLER. 

The present is essentially a utilitarian age and in 

every avenue of activity the young man of practical ideas 

is very much in evidence. To his thorough training and 

wisely directed energy are the leading industries of the 

country largely indebted for their continuous success and 

solid financial standing, and in this connection it is a 

compliment honora6ly earned to give fitting recognition 

to a young man of the type suggested, whose abilities 

have achieved commendable results, and whose influence 

in business circles has clone much to advance the varied 

interests of his town. 

Edward E. Miller, cashier of the Commercial State 

Bank, df 1Vorthington, was born December 6, 1576, at 

Point Commerce, Greene county, Indiana,. being the old- . . 

est of three children, whose parents, Fred N. and Flor- 
- . . 

ence (Brown) Miller, were also natives of the Hoosier 

state. The former was born in the county of Greene, the 

latter at Spencer, Indiana, The subject’s paternal an-, 

cestors were Carolinans. His Grandfather Miller left 

the south when a young man and located at Point Corn- 

merce, Indiana, where he engaged in the milling busi- 

ness, having learned the miller’s trade in his native state. 

He was a man of industrious habits and sterling worth, 

contributed largely to the material development of the 

community in which he resided, and after a long and use- 

ful life was called to his reward in the year 1873. The 

maternal antecedents of the subject were natives of Indi- 

ana. The grandfather, Fred T. Brown, was judge of the 

common pleas court in Owen and Greene counties for a 

50 
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number of years, and among its most highly respected cit- 

izens. In addition to the subject, Fred N. and Florence 

Miller had a son by the name of Carl F., now a resident 

of Urbana, Illinois, where he holds a’ position in the lab- 

oratory department of the University of Illinois, and a 

daughter by the name of Jessie, whlo married J. T. Molt, 

also a resident of that state. , 

Edward E. -Miller was reared in the county of his 

birth and enjoyed liberal educatioilal advantages, at- 

tending the public schools until .completing the prescribed 

c&rse’of study, graduating from the high school at a 

comparatively early age, after which he obtained his first 

experience in practical affairs by accepting a position 

with’ his uncle, James E. Miller, who was engaged in the 

grain business at Worthington. After five years in this 

capacity and after the death of his uncle, he became book- 

keeper in the Commercial Bank of that city, which place 

lie held for one year, when he was promoted to the more 

responsible position of cashier, the duties of which he 

has discharged in an able and eminently satisfactory 

manner for a period of seven years, during which time 

he has achieved marked prestige as a financier, being not 

only familiar with the variecl details of the banking busi- 

ness, but also manifesting a lively interest in whatever 

tends to the advancement and general prosperity of the 

community. 

Mr. Miller possesses sound discretion and well-bal- 

anced. judgment, has borne an influential part in shaping 

the policies of the institution with which he is connected 

and to him, as much as to any other, is due its undimin- 

. ished credit, and continuous growth in public favor. He 



- 

- 

: I 

. 

GREESE COUNTY, INDIANA. 787 

is also secretary for the Greene County Building, Savings 

and Loan Association and the Greene County Telephone 

Company. An accomplished accountant and able finan- 

cier, his manifold duties are so systematically arranged 

as to cause him little inconvenience, while as head of one 

of the m’ost important departments of the bank, his rec- 

ord has ever been honorable and upright. While making 

every other consideration secondary to hi’s business af- 

fairs, Mr. Miller has not been unmindful of the duties 

‘of citizenship, as is manifested by the interest he has ever 

taken in the public welfare; all enterprises having for 

their object the good of his fellow men finding in him an 

earnest advocate and liberal patron. 1Vhile not a politi- 

cian in the strict sense of the term, he is well informed 

on the leading questions of the times, and as a Repub- 

lican has contributed not a little to the success of his 

party. Fraternally he holds membership with the Inde- 

pendent Order of Odd Fellows, and since becoming iden- 

tified with the same has passed all the chairs in the local , 

lodge to which he belongs, besides adding mucl~ to its 

~~umerical strength and making his influence a tangible 

gotod in the community. Mr. Miller is a believer in re- 

vealecl religion and makes his life conform to the faith 

which he professes, for a number of years having been an 

influential member of the Episcopal church, and at the 

present time holcls the position of treasurer in the Worth- 

ington parish. 

The Commercial Bank of Worthington, with which 

Mr. Miller is identified, was ‘organized in the year 1892 

‘as a private enterprise with a capital of eight thousand 

dollars, the following well-known business men being the 

promoters : James E. Bull, Otto F. Herolcl, Thomas C. 
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Owen’ and C. C. Ballard. Later Messrs. Bull and Owen 

purchased the interests of Messrs. Herolcl and Bal!ard 

and became exclusive proprietors of the enterprise, which, 

under their joint management, grew steadily in public 

favor and in clue time took high rank among the leacl- 

ing local institutions of the kind in the southern part of 

the state. Still later Mr. Owen disposed of his interests 

to Isaac Bilclerback, who subsequently, on the death of 

1Ir. Bull in 1901, sold out to Xrs. Bull and daughters, 

following \vliicli, in 1906, it n-as reorganized as a state. 

bank, with an increased capital of twenty-five thousand 

dollars, with Joseph &Ioss, of Linton, as president, and 

B. B. Mitten, vice president, since which time the bank 
. 

has become one of the leading institutions of the kind not 

only in T1’orthington, but in Greene county, its standing 

being second to no other local bank in the state, and its 

management under the capable and conservative business 

tmen who now constitute the official board and directorate 

affording the best evidence of its contiiluecl success and 

prosperity. 

Following are the officials in 1908: Joseph 110s~; 

presiclent; B. B. Mitten, vice president; E. E. i\Iiller, 

cashier; directors, Julia A. Bull, Vernie I. Bull, Joseph 

Moss, B. B. Mitten and E. E. Miller. 

The following is self-explanatory : 

BANK STATEtiIENT.. 

Report of the condition of the Commercial State 

Bank at Worthington in the state of Indiana, at the close 

of its business on May 14, 1908: 
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RESOURCES. 

Loans and discounts ................... $8g,Ig2.80 

Overdrafts ............................. 2,328. Ig 

Other bonds and securities. .............. 6,1’82.08 

Furniture and fixtures .................. I ,ooo.oo 
Due from banks ....................... 21t632.37 
Cash on hand ......................... 6,gI I.27 

Cash items ............................ 792.54 
Current expense ....................... 148.34 

Total ..................... .I .... .$128,187.59 

LIABILITIES. 

Capital stock-paid in .................. $2j,OOo.oo 

Surplus .............................. 1,;00.00 

Undivided profits ...................... 1,212.91 

Exchange, discounts, etc ................ 594.22 

Demand deposits ....................... 99,880.46 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $128,187.59 

ST-ATE OF INDIAX'A, COUXTY OF GREEKE, ss: 

I, E. E. Miller, cashier of the Commercial State 

Bank, do solemnly swear that the above statement is 

true. E. E. MILLER, Cashier. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 2Ist day of 

May, 1908. FRED E. DYER, Nofnry Pl~blic. 

My commission expires January 24, 1912. 

. 
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JOSEPH’WRIGHT GREEX. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Greene 

county, Indiana, May 5, 1875. His father, 1Villiam L. 

Green, was born in Washington county, Indiana, in 1834, 

but his mother, Elizabeth (Grimm) Green, was born in 

Ohio. .On the paternal side our subject’s grandfather 

was a native of ,Xorth Carolina, while the grandmother 

hailed from Delaware. \Villiam L. Green, Joseph’s fa- 

ther, was a graduate from the Cincinnati Eclectic Col- 

lege of hiIeclicine, and began the practice of his profes- 

sion at Graysville, Illinois, continuing there flor six years. 

He then followed his profession for eighteen years, there 

purchasing in the meantime a farm of two hundred and 

forty acres, upon which he made his home in 1869, con- 

tinuing in active work at medicine for twelve years 

longer. At this time he met with an accident which pre- 

vented further professional work. He remained on the 

farm until 1905, whereupon he remo\vecl to his residence 

at Worthington, and where he died in 1908, at the age of 

seventy-four. His worthy companion in life, Elizabeth 

(Grimm) Green, bore him six children, five of whom are 

still living. 

Illlice, burn in 1869, is deceased, leaving two chil- 

dren; Alonzo was born in 1872, and now resides at Lin- 

ton, Indiana. Our subject was the third child in the 

order of birth; Oren B. was born in 1878 and has his 

home in 1Vorthington ; Byron was born in 1880 and is 

the father of one child; Sophrona, born in 1883, who is 

at Redlands, California, having charge of the local tele- 

phone eschange. 
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Two uncles of our subject, Lewis. Green and John 

A. Green, saw much active service in the Civil war, hav- 

ing taken part in ‘many of the hard fought contests. 

Joseph IV. Greene, whose name introduces this bi- 

ography, was educated in the public schools of Worthing- 

ton. For two years he attended the State Normal at 

Terre Haute, and taught for five years in Greene county 

and four years in Edgar county, Illinois; also attended 

one year at State Normal at Normal, Illinois, and one 

year at State Normal at Charleston, Illinois. He then en- 

tered mercantile work at Linton, Indiana, remaining 

there for one year, after which he conducted a similar 

business for two years at Elnora, Indiana. He then be- 

came a traveling salesman and after one year of life on 

the road he came to Worthington. Here, in conjunc- 

tion with his brother Byron, he opened LIP a grocery incl 

meat market, and this they are engaged in at the present 

time. The firm has built LIP a splendid trade, having es- 

tablished a good reputation for fair and honest dealing, 

as well as progressive business methods. 

In 1895 Mr. Green was united in marriage to Ethel 

Coke, who was born in Worthington, being the daughter 

of William and Sarah (Hatfield) Coke. She is a mem- 

ber of the Christian church, and takes an active interest 

in the advancement of the best interests of the community. 

Mr. Green is an Odd Fellow, and his quiet tempera- 

! ment and unassuming manner have given aclcled force to 

his effectiveness as a force in the lodge. He is also a 

member of the iModern Woodmen of America, having 

served as venerable counsel. In politics Mr. Green is a 

believer in the fundamental principles of Jeffersonian 

Democracy. 

,i_-.-- _--. 
_:____.- 
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THADDEUS HOMER DUGGER. 

The worthy and enterprising subject of this brief 

review was born in Jackson township, Greene county, 

September 2, 1853. He worked on the home place and 

attended the rural schools until he was twenty years old. 

In 1877 he’married Lucy 111. Landis, who was born Octc+ 

ber 6, 1861,‘a native of Ohio and a daughter of Dr. B. F. 

Landis, who came to Greene county, Indiana, and settled 

in Jonesboro, where he practiced medicine for several 

years and where he and his wife both died. They were 

the parents of six children - Sarah Elizabeth, -de- 

ceased; John D., living in, Linton, a merchant; Charles 

L., of Linton; Joseph, deceased; Lucy M., wife of subject; 

Anna Belle, deceased. After his marriage the subject 

lived in his native community until 1888, when he came 

to Richland township, and bought a half interest in eight 

hundred and twenty acres of land. He now has seven 

hundred and twenty acres of land and there are one bun- 

dred and fifty acres in Jackson township. He carries on 

general farming on an extensive plan. He raises large 

numbers of Polled Angus cattle and deals extensively 

in mules, horses and Poland China hogs, Barred Plym- 

outh Rock, Buff and White Plymouth Rock chickens, 

and a fine variety of turkeys. He is regarded as one of 

the most successful farmers in his community. He is a 

staunch Republican and a member of the Christian church. 

Mr. and Nrs. Dugger had eight children, namely: 

Bertie and William Everett, both deceased; Marion Gar- 

field, who married Lulu Cox. He is a farmer living in 

Richland township, Greene county, Indiana. They have 
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one child, Helen. Roscoe L., who married Clone Lutz. 

They have one daughter, Mina. He is a farmer and in the 

telephone business. Thomas is a student in the Univer- 

sity at Valparaiso. Benjamin Harrison is farming at 

home. Curtis MxKinley died in infancy. Eunice is at 

home. 

Thomas Dugger was the father of the subject of this 

sketch. He married Sabra Floyd, a native of East Ten- 

nessee, and came to Jackson township, Greene county, in 

an early day, and engaged in farming. He was a Repub- 

lican and a member of the Christian church. He passed 

away in 1872, his widsow surviving until 1905. They had 

the following children : Sarah Ann, living at Bloomfield, 

Indiana; she married J. L. Oliphant, now deceased ; Hes- 

ter who married Ambrose Meredith, deceased; she now 

lives at Dugger, Indiana; F. M., of Bloomfield, Indiana ; 

Elizabeth J., who married 0. B. Richardson, of Bloom- 

fielcl ; Nancy, livin, o- at the same town, the wife of J. T. 

Lamb; Mary and Susan, twins, both -died in infancy; 

William works in the mines at Dugger ; Thaddeus 

Homer, the subject of this sketch. 

They are members of the Christian church and 

esteemed throughout the community for their personal 

traits, I\-hich are of a high order. 

DAVID WETNIGHT.. 

The large measure of success achieved by the well- 

kno\vn subject of this review and tlie influential and 

honorable position to which he has risen among his fel- 
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low men inclicate the strong mentality and well-balanced 

judgment with which he is endowed. Few in a much 

longer life have accomplished such signal results or so 

impressed their personality on the public and, it is a 

compliment worthily bestowed to class him with the 

strong, virile and far-sighted men who have given char- 

acter and stability to Greene county and high moral 

standing to the populace. 

The I\‘etnight family had its origin in Germany and 

was first represented in the United States by Jacob IVet- 

night, the subject’s grandfather, who settled in Mary- 

land many years ago. He n-as a potter by trade and 

followed the calling to the tid of his adoption. Of his 

family of eight child,ren, Samuel IVetnight, father of 

David, was the first born. Samuel Wetnight married 

Lydia Selsman, whose parents came from Germany and 

settled in Xarylancl, where the father of Mrs. Wetnight 

workecl at the trade of shoemaking. Samuel and Lydia 

\\‘etnight had a family of fourteen children, eight sons 

and six daughters, all but two of whom are living, David 

being the first in order of birth. The father, a man of 

high character and, sterling worth, was a zealous worker 

in the Gelmanl Reformed church, and for years held the 

office of deadon in the local congregation, to which he and 

his wife belonged. Ha spent his entire life in Maryland 

and died there March 20, 1876, at an advanced age. 

David IVetnight was born in the above state Sep- 

tember 16, 1851, and remained under the parental roof 

until attaining his majority, attending school at inter- 

vals during his childhoqd and youth, and when old 

enough to turn his labor to account worked as a farm 
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hand among his neighbors. In 1872 he came to Indiana, 

and during the four years ensuing found employment as 

a farm laborer near Cambridge City, at the expiration of 

which time he rented a farm not far from Indianapolis, 

where he lived for a peri,od of eight years. He next em- 

barked in general merchandising at Erazil, which, not 

proving successful, he discontinued at the end of four 

years and in 18gS opened a general store in Jasonville, 

Greene county. Disposing of his stock about eighteen 

months later he again turned his attention to agriculture, 

which he has since pursued with success and financial 

profit, owning at the present time a farm in Greene coun- 

ty, 4one in Daviess county and two in the county of Owen, 

his real estate in the aggregate amounting to one thou- 

sand’ acres, the greater part under cultivation and highly 

improved and all under his personal management. 

Mr. IVetnight is a farmer of advanced ideas and 

modern methods, familiar with the soils, the procluctive- 

ness of which he maintains by judicious rotation of crops 

and in addition to agriculture he is also quite extensively 

engaged in the raising and selling of live stock. The im- 

provements on his farms are f&t class in every particular 

and he spares no expense in keeping his land up to the 

higest standard of fertility, expending every year large 

sums for artificial fertilizers, besides clovering quite ex- 

tensively. Recently he has given considerable attention 

to horticulture, and now has a number of acres in fruit, 

making a special of apples, pears and peaches, which he 

raises in large quantities and of the finest varieties. Ill 

all of his undertakings he displays clear judgment and 

rare forethought, and his success has been such as to 
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place him in a condition of independence and give him 

a place among the financially solid and reliable men of 

the county in which he lives. In addition to his large 

hold,ings in the county he also owns much valuable city 

and town property, having at this time thirty houses, 

which he rents, and s&era1 others in the course of con- 

struction. He does business on an extensive scale, is 

careful in forming his plans and when matured he sel- 

dom fails in carrying them to successful conclusion. 

Mr. Wetnight supports the principles of the Repub- 

lican party, but aside from serving two years in the city 

council has never sought office nor aspired to leadership 

at the hands of his party. In his church relations he is 

a Presbyterian and for a number of years has been active 

in the discharge of his religious duties and obligations, 

having served as deacon, besides holding the position of 

assistant superintendent of the Sunday school and teach- 

ing a class in the same. 

Mr. Wetnight was married on February 16, 1876, 

to Ellen Woodfield, of Marion couniy, Indiana, claugh- 

ter of Jackson and Rachel Woodfield, who bore him 

three children, namely : Pearl Ardella, born February 

2, 1877, now the wife of Lee Tarvin, of Daviess county ; 

Catheryne, born in 1870, married. Homer Freman and 

lives in Terre Haute, and Robert J., of Jasonville, whose 

birth occurred May 23, 1882. The mother of the chil- 

dren dying, Mr. Wetnight afterwards entered the mar- 

riage relation with Isabella, .claughter of Reed ancl Isa- 

bella (1Viley) Hison, who has since been the presiding 

spirit of his home and judicious councilor in many of his 

business affairs. Mrs. TVetnight was left motherless in 



GREEKE COUXTY, ISDIAN.4. 797 

infancy and was reared by an aunt, in whose home she 

lived until her marriage. Her father lived until a good 

old age, dying March 7, 1908, in his eighty-third year. 

A4rs. ll’etnight, too, is a member of the Presbyterian 

church, a zealous Sunday school teacher and worker in 

all lines of religion and philanthropic ‘enterpise. She is 

a lady of many noble qualities and has a large circle of 

friends among the people of the town in n-hich she lives. 

ST-WLEY DEE DEMPSEY. 

Although a youiig man, Mr. Dempsey has forged 

to the front. as a party leader, and by his clear, concise 

and logical editorials has earned wide repute as a writer 

of vigorous English and an honorable place among the 

leading nen-spaper men of this part of the state. He was 

bol’n May 31, 1574, in Ohio county, Kentucky, the son 

of Thomas and Eliz\abeth Dempsey, both parents natives 

of the Blue Grass state and of Irish extraction. 

After receiving a preliminary training in the com- 

mon schools of his native county, Dr. Dempsey became 

a student of Haforcl College, where he was graduated 

with the class of 1895, following which he finished a 

commercial course in the Lexington Business College, 

and then accepted a clerical position with a law firm, his 

professional life datin, m from October, 1899. He was em- 

ployed as stenographer by various law firms, later taught 

several terms of school and in May, Igod, embarked in 

journalism at Jasonville, Indiana, which calling he has 
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since followed with most encouraging success. As already 

indicated, Mr. Dempsey. displays distinctive ability as a 

newspaper man, wielding an elegant and trenchant pen, 

is eminently fair in discussing the leading questions and 

issues of the times and his influence in strengthening the 

local Democracy and shapin g the policies of the party has 

been fruitful in salutary results. His career thus far 

has been eminently honorable and praiseworthy and the 

conspicuous place to which he has risen in his chosen field 

of endeavor may be taken as an earnest of still greater 

achievements and a more estended sphere of usefuln&s 

in years to come. 

r? 

On the 12th clay of February, 1905, Mr. Dempsey 

was married to Emma Stine, of Jasotlville, Indiana, 

daughter of John and Sarah Stine, and their union has 

been blessed by the birth of two children, a son named 

Leon and a daughter who answers to the name of Olga. 

Mrs. Dempsey is a member of the Christian church and 

a lady lof many estimable qualities, who moves in the best 

social circles of the town in which she resides. Although 

not identified with any church, Mr. ‘Dempsey has pro- 

found respect for religion and morality and gives his in- 

fluenck and material support to all legitimate means for 

their advancement. His public spirit also manifests an 

abiding interest in the material prosperity of Jasonville 

and Greene county, and he takes great pride in the hon- 

orable reputati80n which this section of Indiana enjoys. 

AiLFRED FRAIWLIN M:4RSHz4LL, RI. D. 

This gentleman, whose life and energies are being 

devoted to the noble ancl humane wxk of alleviating hu- 
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man, suffering, has achieved success in his chosen sphere 

of endeavor and occupies a prominent place among his 

professional brethren of Greene county. His ancestors 

on both sides of the family were among the sterling pio- 

neers of North Carolina, from which state in an earlv 

day they migrated to Kentucky, and as long ago as 182s 

his paternal grandfather, Ambrose Marshall, moved to 

Washington1 county, Indiana, where he entered land and 

improved a farm. Grandfather Marshall was a typical 

pioneer of the period in which he lived-sturdy, brave, 

fearle’ss and industrious, and the possess’or of.those home- 

ly but sterling virtues that made so many of the early 

settlers noted in their day and generation. He died some 

time in the sixties, leaving a family of nine children, of 

~+om Singleton Marshall, the Doctor’s father, was the 

oldest. Singleton Marshall accompanied his parents 

upon their arrival in Indiana, spent all of his life as a 

tiller 4of the soil and, reared a family of nine children, sis 

of whom are living at the present time (1908). His wife, 

who bore the maiden name of Mary Allen, was born in 

Washington county, Indiana, and, as above indicated, 

sprang from one of the pioneer families of Xorth Caro- 

lina, her father and grandfather both moving to Indiana 

many years ago. 

Alfred F. Marshall, a native ‘of JVashington, Indi- 

ana, was born February II, 1855, and spent his child- 

hbod and youth with his parents on the home farm. He 

early learned to appreciate the dignity of toil7 and in the 

public schools laid the foundation of the mental training 

which, subsequently strengthened and increased by a 

course in the seminary at Farmersburg. enabled him to 
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prosecute successfully his preparation for the profession 

which later became his life work. -4fter teaching two 

temx of school in his native county he entered the In- 

diana Medical College at Indianapolis, where he pur- 

sued his studies and researches until completing the pre- 

scribed course, being graduated from that insiitution in 

1880 with the degree of M. D. 

Dr. hlIarshal1 commenced the practice of his pro- 

fession at Jasonville immediately after graduating, and 

in due time overcame the dificulties and embarrassments 

which young physicians usually encounter and built up 

quite an extensive and lucrative patronage. After four- 

teen years of continued successful practice at that place 

he removed to Hymera, where he remained until March, 

1903, when he returned to Jasonville, where he now 

enjoys a large and remunerative professional business. 

The Doctor keeps fully abreast of the times in all mat- 

ters relating $0 his profession, being a close and critical 

student, familiar with the leading auth,orities on the heal- 

ing art and ready at all times to take advantage of mod- 

ern researches and discoveries which, of recent years, 

have done so much to modify and change methods of 

practice long in vogue. Entering in his efforts to ad- 

vance the welfare of his patients and ever ready to re- 

spond to the call of suffering, he .has won an abiding 

place in the heart9 of the people and his future is bright 

with promise. 
0 

Dr. Marshall in the year of 1890 was united in mar- 

riage with Alice Rogers, of Greene county, daughter of 

Oliver and Martha (Shepherd) Rogers, the union being 

blessed with one child, Lucile, a bright and promising 
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young lady, now (1908) attending DePauw University. 

The Doctor is a Democrat in politics and fraternally be- 

llongs to the Masonic and Pythian brotherhoods. iMrs. 

Marshall was a member of the Christian church and a 

lady of high social standing. She died in Septem- 

ber, ISg;. 

WILLIAM ORVILLE NASH. 

An enterprising business man of Greene county and 

postmaster of Jasonville, is a representative of two of 

the oldest pioneer families of southwestern Indiana and in- 

herits many of the sterling qualities for lvhich his ancestry 

was long distinguished. On the father’s side, Mr. Nash 

people were Tennesseans. His grandfather, Obadiah 

Nash, of thab state, migrated to Greene county, Indiana, 

as early as 1S24 and after following various kinds of in- 

dustry during the fifteen or twenty succeeding years, 

entered forty acres of land which he cleared and improved 

2nd on which he spent the remainder of his life. He left 

a family of seven children, the fourth of whom, George 

IV., father of the subject, was born in Beech Creek town- 

ship, and when a youn g man, married Phidelia Gaston, 

whose parents, also pioneers, came to this state some time 

in the early twenties, from Kentucky. According to the 

most reliable data bbtainable, Mrs, Nash’s grandfather, 

Hugh Gaston, entered land in Greene county about the 

year I&O and was one of the first settlers of the commun- 

ity in which he located his home. He reared a family of 

children, one of whom, the subject’s grandfather, James 

51 
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31. Gaston, taught school during the pioneer period, 

teaching the first school in his native township, served as 

township trustee and justice of the peace for many years, 

~vas l’ong a man of influence and local prominence in the 

community and departed this life at the ripe old age of 

eighty-four. George l;Cr. Nash. was a farmer by occupy- 

tion and a man of excellent parts and honorable repute. 

He was a soldier in the Civil war, serving from the begin- 

ning of the struggle to its close and took part in a number 

of campaigns and battles which nlade that period historic. 

His brothers, ~Villiam and Jeremiah, were also in the 

army, as were his brothers-in-law, Hugh and James Q. 

Gastoa, in addition to whom he hacl five cousins who did 

noble service in defense of the Union. &?illiam Nash 

was killed in the battle of Stone River and Jeremiah djed 

at Lagrange, Tennessee, while in the discharge of his 

duty. 

George W. Nash was mustered into service as pri- 

vate ,of Company C, Twenty-first Indiana Volunteer In- 

fantry, which \vas later transferred to the First Heavy 

Artillery and at the end of his three years’ service veteran- 

ized and served until discharged on account of physical 

disability. 

William 0. Nash, son of George W. and Phidelia 

(Gaston) Nash, was born August 25, 1867, in Greene 

county, and has spent the greater part of his life near the 

place of his birth. After attending the public schools un- 

til finishing the prescribed course of study, he devoted 

three years to teaching and at the expiration of that time, 

embarked in merchandising at Newark, where he re- 

mained ten years in the enjoyment of a successful business. 
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In ISgg he disposed of his interests at that place and 

removed to Jasonville, where he continued merchandising 

two and a half years and then turned his attention to real 

estate and insurance in which he built LIP quite a lucrative 

patronage. April, IgoT, he withdrew from these business 

interests to take charge of the postoffice at Jasonville, 

which position he has since held and the duties of which 

he has discharged in a very able and acceptable manner, 

proving an efficient and accommodating official, one of 

the most popular, indeed, that Jasonville has ever known. 

Mr. Nash exercises a commanding influence in pub- 

lic and political affairs and for a numbei- of years, has 

been one of the Republican leaders in Greene county. He 

is also active in fraternal and benevolent work, being 

prominent in Odd Fellowship, having filled all the chairs 

of the lodge with which identified, besides contributing to 

its growth and success in various other capacities. 

Eva Robertson, who became Mrs. T\‘illiam 0. Nash 

in 1890, is a native of Owen county, Indiana, and daugh- 

ter of George TV. and Sarah (Lovas) Robertson. She 

has borne her husba!lcl four children whose names are as 

follows: Fern, Wayne, Doretha and Helen. Mr. Kash 

is a methodist in his religious belief; his wife being identi- 

fied with the Baptist denomination. 

i 

ABRAHAl4 LINCOLN MILAM. 

Success comes from practical industry wisely and 

vig-orously applied which leads a man forwarcl, bringing 
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out his individual character, at the same time acting as a 

stimulant to the efforts of others, and the greatest results 

in life are often attained by simple means and the exercise 

of the ordinary qualities of sound sense and persevering 

industry. The everyday life with its duties, cares and ne- 

cessities affords ample means for acquiring experience of 

the best kind and its most beaten paths provide the true 

worker with abundant scope for effort and self-improve- 

ment. 

Abraham Lincoln Milam, the subject of this brief 

biographical mention, is a leading business man of Worth- 

ington, to the material advancement of which place he 

has contributed largely o-f his time and energies. His 

ancest,ors on the paternal side were natives of Tennessee, 

and his mother’s people were among the early settlers 

of Kentucky. John Milam, the subject’s father, was born 

in Indiana, and some time in the early fifties married Mrs. 

Kancy Owen, who was formerly Nancy Miller, later be- 

came ow of the leaa.ling farmers and stock raisers of 

Greene county. ‘The family of this excellent couple c<in- 

sistecl of two children, the older of whom, a daughter by 

the name of Mary, is the wife of Andrew Bucher, of 

Greene county, the other being the subject of this sketch, 

n-hose birth occurred September 30, 1S60, and who was 

reared on the farm where he early developed a strong and 

vigorous physique and the independence of mind which 

have since enabled him to take advantage of opportunities 

and discharge successfully the duties of a very active 

business life. His preliminary mental discipline acquired 

in the public schools was supplemented by a course 

in Franklin College, after which he engaged in the pursuit 
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of agriculture on the family homestead which in due time 

came to him by inheritance. This place consisted of orig- 

inally two hundred acres of highly improved land, forty 

acres of which he sold but later made other purchases 

until the area was increased to three hundred and twenty 

acres, making it one of the best and most valuable grain 

and stock farms in the county. On this place Mr. Milam 

lived and prospered for a period of twenty yea& when 

he disposed of it and purchased a half interest in a furni- 

ture and undertaking business at Worthington, becoming 

a partner of Arthur Lowe, with whom he is still asso- 

ciated with. 

The firm of Lowe & Milam have the only establish- 

ment of the kind in Worthington, and do a large and lu- 

crative business, which under the management of the 

subject, has steadily grown in magnitude and importance 

until it is now one Gf the leading commercial enterprises 

of Greene county. They handle a full line of furniture 

and a finely equipped undertaking department sup- 

plied with the latest and most approved appliances used, 

owning a commodious two-story building, the ground 

floor devoted to the business of the firm and the second 

story consisting of an Opera Hall of ample dimensions, 

furnished with fine scenery and otherwise well equipped. 

This is also under the immediate direction of Mr. Milam, 

who has spared no pains to provide a first class place of 

‘entertainment, and like his other enterprises, it too, has 

proven a very remunerative investment. 

Politically Mr. Milam gives his allegiance to no par- 

ticular party, being independent in all the term implies, 

and casting his ballot for candidates best qualified for the 
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positions to which they aspire. Fraternally Mr. Ulam 

is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 

and is active in the work of the lodge which meets at 

l\‘orthington. The domestic life of XI-. Milan1 dates 

from November, 1880, when he was joined in the holy 

bonds of wedlock with Avis L. Sanders, daughter of 

Leroy and Frances (Vest) Sanders, their home being 

blessed Ijy the presence iof three children, Hazel, born 

March 4, 1888, was graduated from the J~*orthing-ton 

high sc1~ools with the class of IgoT, John S., a 

student of the city schools, and Pat; the two younger 

n-ere born in the years of 1895 and 1903, respectively. ITI-. 

Nilam and his wife are esteemecl members of the Baptist 

church at Worthington, in which he l~olcls the office of 

trustee, the daughter being an efficient and popular teach- 

er of the Sunday school. 

. 

GUY GEORGE OSBOK, ?\‘I. D. 
. 

Although one of the youngest professional men in 

Greene county, the subject has achieved marked success 

in his responsible and exacting calling and today there 

are few physicians and surgeons in his place of residence 

as widely known and as universally esteemed. The pa- 

ternal branch of his family came from Pennsylvania and 

settled at Bloomfield a number of years ago, where his 

grandfather, George W. Osbon, grew to maturity and fol- 

lowed the trade of harness making. This ancestor served 

twenty consecutive years as justice of peace, lived to a 

good old age, dying in Igo3 and leaving, a family of six 

children, of whom Emmett L., the D&tor’s father, was 

the fourth in order of birth. 
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Emmett L. Osbon was born and reared in Bloomfield, 

learned saddle and harness making in his father’s shop 

when a youth, and later became a telegraph operator, 

which calling he followecl until engaging in the mercan- 

tile business at Indianapolis, where he now resides. Mary 

IVines, who became the wife of Emmett Osbon, was also 

born in Bloomfield, where her father was quite a promi- 

nent resident and an influential man of affairs, having 

served as clerk of the circuit court, besides holding at 

various times other important trusts. 

Guy G. Osbon, the only child of his parents, was 

born N,ovember 13, 1578, in Bloomfield and received his 

education in the city schools, ‘graduating from the high 

school at quite an early age. During the five years ensu- 

ing he clerked for a mercantile firm of the town and in 

1896 entered the State University, where he prosecuted 

his studies with the object in view of preparing himself 

for a professional life. Having early manifested decided 

predilection for medicine, he took up the study of the 

same in clue time, and the better to fit himself for its ar- 

duous and exacting duties, became in 1899 a student of 

the Barnes Medical College, St. Louis, Missouri, which 

he attendecl foui- years, graduating with the degree of M. 

D. in 1903. 

The same year in which he finished his professional 

course, the Doctor opened an office in Blo,omfield, but after 

eight mlonths removed to Jasonville, where he has since 

pra&iced with a large measure of success, having at this 

time his share of professional patronage with encourag- 

ing prospects of greater achievements and larger sphere of 

usefulness as the years go by. A critical student, keeping 
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in close touch with professional thought ‘and abreast of 

the times concerning modern discoveries in the domain of 

medical science, Dr. Osbon has won the confidence of 

the public and, bein g enthusiastic in his efforts to alle- 

viate suffering and minister to the comfort of afflicted 

- humanity, his friends feel justified in predicting for him 

a future fraught with great good to his fellow men. 

Although making every other consideration subor- 

dinate to his professional work, the Doctor has not been 

remiss in the duties of citizenship, or to the debt which 

every intelligent man owes to the public. He is deeply 

,interested in the material growth of Jasonville and the 

welfare of its populace, and as a Republicaa wields ati 

influence for his party, but has never aspired to official 

honors at the hands of his fellow citizens. He is- prom- 

inent in various lines of fraternal work, being identified 

with the Masonic, Red Men and Eagle orders, and a 

leader in the Sons of Veterans at Bloomfield, which he 

has served as captain, besides filling other official stations. 

The Doctor is a married man and has a beautiful 

home, the presiding spirit of which is a lady of culture 

and refinement, who formerly went by the name of Lily 

Lowder, but who since April 30, 1901, has been known to 

the world as Mrs. Osborn. n/11-s. Osborn was born 

* 
near Springville, Indiana, and is the daughter of James 

and Mary (Holmes) Lowder. 

Mr. and Mrs. Osborn’s home is often the mecca of 

numerous admiring friends and acquaintances, and their 

hospitality is never stinted, which fact renders them 

among the most popular residents of Jasonville. 
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REV. GEORGE S. HENNINGER. 

Rev. George S. Henninger, the subject, is pastor of 

the First Methodist Episcopal church, of Linton; which 

forms an important link in the religious prosperity of 

this city and Greene county. It is the largest and most 

progressive religious organization, with a membership of 

about seven hundred, and a Sunday school numbering 

in excess of four hundred pupils and seventeen teachers. 

The church edifice was erected in 1903 at .a cost of 

thirty-five thousand dollars and is the handsomest church 

building in the city. A beautiful parsonage costing three 

thousand dollars adjoins the church property, but the Rev. 

Mr. Henninger is worthy of all these advantages in his 

religious work. Before coming to Linton he was never 

transferred to another field without its being an advance- 

ment and also against the protest of each circuit or sta- 

tion in which he formerly labored. 

&Ir. Henninger was born in Vernon, Indiana, Jen- 

nings county, September 22, 1871. His father and 

mother were both born in Germany and are now living 

in Vernon, and they are both. unstinted in the praise of 

*their youngest child, the subject of this sketcl;. Mr. 

Henninger had two brothers, who each died in infancy. 

He has two sisters, each of whom is married and now 

living in Vernon. His education deserves no little hon- 

orable mention, which, in addition to his superior natural 

endlowments, has been a great aid to him in his profes- 

sional career. He graduated as the valedictorian of his 

class in the Vernon high school in 1888, after which 

he took a ‘five years’ course preparing for the ministry, 
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as provided by the Indiana conference, and in a cIass of 

fifteen, he carried off the honors as second. 

In 1897 he was ordained as deacon and two’ years 

later he was advanced to the elclership. His first charge 

was New Washington, where he remained one year. 

Every change from this one was made with a view of 

advancement. His next place was Cr~othersville, xvhere he 

stayed for two years. From here he \<-ent to Port Ful- 

ton, Jeffersonville, remaining there three years ; thence 

to the Indianapolis Trinity church, staying there, too, for 

three years, and Hall Place 1Methoclist Episcopal church, 

also of Indianapolis, for two years, going from there 

to Lin ton. 

He is beloved by every member of his congregation 

and wields an influence for civic righteousness that is 

felt in all circles. 

On June 21, 1894, he was married to Miss Carrie 

Nelson, daughter of Dr. H. G. Nelson, a prominent 

physician, of Vernon. Mrs. Henninger received a su- 

perior education at Butler high school and at Moore’s 

Hill College, which eminently aided her as a fit helpmate . 

for her husband. She also.possesses by nature these rare 

graces that make her attractive and belo,ved by all. Each‘ 

one of this couple bein g thus endowed by both nature 

and education for their work reveals the secret of their 

success. This, coupled with the spirit of earnest conse- 

cration, ca&lot fail to ally them to every laudable effort 

to uplift humanity. They have no children. In fraternal --* Gi 
affiliations Mr. Henninger is a Royal Arch Mason, and 

also a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

These affiliations aid him greatly in his work, as it brings 
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him in touch with the men who so greatly need spiritual 

‘guidance and comfort. In politics he is an independent 

voter, leaning to the Republican national politics. 

- - 

DAVID M. DICKISSOS. 
. 

David 11. Dickinson, a farmer and stockman of 

Taylor township, was born June 8, 1549, in Tuscarawas 

county, Ohio. He had ‘but little opportunity to become 

educated. He remained on his father’s farm until he 

enlisted, October I, 1863, in Company H, Twenty-first 

Regiment, Indiana Heavy Artillery, at Indianapolis. He 

u-as sent ot Xew Orleans and was in the battle of Fort 

Spaniard, Fort Blakeley and many skirmishes. He also 

served in Kentucky and Tennessee and was in the Aliq 

of the Gulf. He was incapacitated through an attack of 

fever at Dolphin, Alabama, and he also colltracted sore 

eyes, which have given him trouble ever since. He was 

discharged at Mobile, Alabama. After the war he came 

home and later went td Martin county, Indiana, where 

he lived until 1877, then he married Viola Hannah, who 

was born in Greene county, the daughter of Ales and 

Rachel (Mathews) Hannah, the former of Pennsylvania 

and the latter of Jefferson county, Indiana. They came 

to Greene county in 1850, locating in Taylor township, 

where he conducted a farm. They were members of the 

United Presbyterian church. They had the following 

children : James, deceased, who was in the Fifty-ninth 

Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry; -4gnes, living at 

Oglanta, Nebraska ; Elizabeth, deceased ; William, who 
/ i 
jl 
’ i 
;:I 

: 
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lives in Owen county,’ Indiana ; Anna, deceased; Viola, 

wife of the subject of this sketch. 1Mr. and Mrs. David 

M. Dickinson are the parents of the following children : 

James, living in Daviess county, Indiana, who married 

iMaude Woodrow; Clyde, a barber in Scotland, Indiana ; 

Elsie, who lives at home; Jennie, the wife of A. Laugh- 

lin, of Linton, Indiana ; Carl, who lives at home; Lulu 

also lives with her parents. 

Mr. Dickinson moved to Martin county, ,Indiana, in 

1877, where he remained one year. Then he went to 

Daviess county, Indiana, and farmed there for five years. 

He then moved to Chase county, Nebraska, where he 

lived for six years. He returned to Scotland, Indiana, in 

1893, where he has since resided. He is a Republican and 

a member of the United Presbyterian church. 

David b!t. Dickinson was the son of George and 

Mary (Watson) Dickinson, both natives of Pennsylvania. 

They moved to Ohio when children. They grew up and 

married in Indiana. George Dickinson was a farmer, 

locating in iMartin county, Indiana, in 1853, where he 

bought a farm of two hundred acres, partly improved, 

where he lived for twenty-five years. He then moved to 

Crawford county, Illinois, where he died in 1875. His 

widow returned to Martin county, Indiana, and died 

there in February, 189;. They were members of the 

Methodist church. He was a Republican, They were 

each twice married. To their union was born the follow- 

ing children : David, subject of this sketch; Emanuel, 

living in Port Orchard, Washington, working in the 

government navy yard ; Samantha, the wife of Robert 

Stiles, living in Martin county, Indiana; . James, who is 

living in Sidney, Washington. 
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PHILBERT FRY. 

March ~j> 1857, our subject was born in Greene 

county, the son of John R. and Lucy (Bunton) Fry, the 

fomxr a native of North Carolina, and the latter of West 

Virginia. Philbert’s paternal grandfather, Bryant Fry, 

moved from North Carolina to Tennessee, and from 

there to Greene county, Indiana, in 1825, and here ended 

his days near the city of Worthington. Mr. Bunton, 

maternal great-grandfather of our subject, was a man of 

high patriotic ideals, and took an active part in the Revo- 

lutionary war. He passed to rest while residing in what 

is now West Virginia. 

John R. Fry, father of our subject, was born in I&O, 

and was left an orphan when nine years of age. When 

a little older he made his living by working on a canal, 

and later took up fanning. He entered the Civil war, 

serving in the Eleventh Indiana Volunteer Infantry and 

continued in the service until the close of the struggle, 

after which he operatecl a saw mill in Vigo county, In- 

diana, continuing at that until 1877, when he returned 

tlo his farm in Greene county which is now partly included 

within the corporate limits of Jasonville, having been 

sold by the heirs. Here he passed to rest in 1898. He 

and his companion were active workers in the Christian 

church, and contributed materially to the welfare of the 

community in which they lived. 

Their family consisted of eleven children, Philbert 

being the eighth in the order of birth. He was educated 

in the public schlools of Vigo county, and as a lad worked 
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I 

in his father’s mill, continued at that until he reached his i, 
i majority. He finally devoted his attention to farming, 

! 
i. and has followed that to a greater or less extent ever !% .I/ I!‘ 

1’ 
since. In a.ddition to the managing of the farm, how- 

i’: 
ever, he has taken LIP insurance and still writes fire insur- 

I 
ante as opportunity offers. Being a registered pharmacist 

:i 
i: he conductecl a drug store for a time in Jasoaville, con- 

k< ducting it on a clean and successful basis. He was also 
?( 
1’ 

the first assessor elected under the new tax law and serv- 
n 

in this capacity fo,r six years. In 190~ he took up the 
I handling of real estate and began leasing properties for 
1’ 

mining purposes, and through his activity in this par- 

i ticu1a.r fielcl the discovery and development of the coal 
P. lands in this vicinity were begun. In 1901 he sank the 

Fry mine, practically the first coal mine established here, 

and this venture was followecl by the activities of suc11 

corporations as the Lattice Creek and the Green Valley 

Coal companies, the result being a great advance in the 

property value of this section. In 1907 &!Ir. Fry pur- 

chased a stock of ge&s’ furnishings and has since con- 

ducted the business with abundant success. Although a 

busy man Mr. Fry has not been indifferent t’o his duties 

as a citizen, and is now serving as treasurer of the school 

board, his service on the board having been marked by a 

progressive and straightforward policy. 

In 1880 Mr. Fry was united in marriage to Jennie 

Love, of Clay county, Indiana, daughter of James and 

Harriet (Wright) Love. Philbert and J&nie Fry have 

eight children, here enumerated in the order of birth : 

Lura H. ; Lena, wife of Everett M. Ingleman and the 

mother of one child ; Clippenger, the second child, is living 
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at Jasonville and has two children; the third child died 

in infancy; Robert J. was born March 5, 18%; Grace, 

born in August, 1888, is the wife of Ira Rogers; John A. 

was born in September, 1890; Paul P. was born Judy 18, 

1892, and Madge H., born June 1S94. Mr. Fry has 

traveled extensively throughout the United States and 

has tried all means and methods of getting over the 

country, varying from the parlor car to the bos car, pro- 

fiting by, as well as enjoying his experiences. He is an 

active Mason and is also a member of the Tribe of Ben 

Hur. He and his wife are members of the Christian 

church. 

GEORGE R. AKTHOSY. 

Great Britain has ever been the home of a sturdy 

and independent people, strong in their convictions and 

fearless in their undertakings and among the various clas- 

ses that have made this island their home and have there 

forged their nationality from the fires of war and conflict, 

none have emerged with a more creditable record than 

the inhabitants of Wales, where may yet be found the 

old-time loyalty to conviction and the valour that would 

not down before ioppression or defeat. It is from such 

an ancestry that we have among our citizens one whose 

name fomis the caption of the present review. 

George R. Anthon); was born in Maryland in 1861, 

son of Reuben and Ann L1nthony, both natil-es of IVales. 

George’s paternal grandfather, a shoemaker by trade, 

came to America in 1816, leaving- his native hills to try 
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for himself the realities of a land reputed to be 

second to none o,n the globe. He settled in the state of 

%laryland, and there he lived out his .alIotted years, 

passing to his reward at the age of seventy-six. Our sub- 

ject’s maternal grandfather, Mr. Llewellyn, belonged to 

the mining class, plying his occupation in the busy coal 

fields of 1VaIes, and after coming to America in 1848, 

continued in that work in the state of tifaryland, later 

removing to Wyomin g, where he finished his clays. He 

was the father of four children. 

Reuben Anthony, father of our subject, was reared 

and educated in the state of Maryland and became en- 

gaged as a bookkeeper, following that work until his 

death at the age lof seventy-one. Eight children were 

born into the family, of which George was the third in 

order of birth, and the only son. He received his educa- 

tion in that state, and after reaching maturity became 

engaged in mining also. In time he arose to the position 

of superintendent of mines, and fo’r twenty years was 

employed in that capacity. 

In 1883 he emigrated to Indiana, and after a time be- 

came engaged in mercantile work. He soon went into 
business for himself and at once demonstrated his broad 

grasp of affairs by the successful issue of his under- 

taking. He established at Farmersburg, and commanded 

not only success, but also the deepest respect among his 

associates as a man of the highest business integrity. He 

closed up his affairs at Farmersburg in August, IgoT, 

and came to Jasonville, and became the manager of the 

corporation known as the Jasonville Mercantile Company. 

His previous’ successful experience was a guarantee of his 
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fitness for the responsible duties there -devolving upon 

him, and the subsequent business prosperity of the com- 

pany has demonstrated the wisdom of the arrangement. 

In 1884 George Anthony was joined in marriage to 

Ramsay Scott, who was bom in California, and is the 

daughter of Robert and Jennie (Robb) Scott. This home 

has been adorned with a family of five children, who have 

found the family hearthstone a most precious heritage, 

and the cradle of no’ble ideals and lofy aspirations.. Wil- 

iam, born in X88,, is a commercial school graduate; Eula, 

born in 1887, is the wife of Carl Baxter, and is the mother 

of two children: Leroy and Lavinia, twins, born in 1893, 

are at home in Igo8 and attending school; the fifth child, 

Margaret, is of recent birth. 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony were also keenly alive to their 

opportunities and obligations as members of society ancl 

are active participants in Christian work, being members 

of the Methodist church, and have been a great help in all 

the phases of church wo,rk. In politics Mr. Anthony is 

5 Repub!ican and maintains that the first duty of every 

office.holder is to have an eye single only for the impar- 

tial and honorable discharge of the duties entrusted to. 

him. 

CLARENCE CLARKE BARNETT. 

In 167s there was born at Londonderry, Ireland, 

John Bamett, ancestor lof our subject, who, with his fam- 

iIy, emigrated to America prior to 1730, settling in Han- 

over township, at that time Lancaster county, Pennsyl- 

vania, being among the first settlers in that section. One 
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of the descendants of this family was a major in the 

Revolutionary war. 

Allen Barnett, father of our subject, was born at 

Hanover, Pennsylvania, in 1799. 

ber of the family _that came to Indiana in 1340, settling 

in Clarke’ county, where he remained until his death in 

1879, attaining the age of ,eighty years. He was a copper- 

smith by trade and possessed considerable skill as a me- 

chanic, being the inventor and constructor of the first 

cooking stove put into use west of the Alleghany moun- 

tains. This was patented in Louisville, Kentucky, in 

1827. In 1838 he associated himself with Judge Read, 

purchased a steamboat and entered into the Arkansas 

river trade. Later he became a goNod land speculator, 

operating in several of the western states. Later he was 

made the managing officer of the First National Bank at 

Jeffersonville, Indiana. His farm at Charleston, Indiana, 

was kaown as the Elk Park farm, and this was his home 

at the time of his death. This land was a part of a patent 

grant to one of the soldiers of George Rogers Clark., It 

was left to the mother of our subject and is now in pos- 

session of Barton Barnett, the youngest son of the family 

and the brother of Clarence. 

Allen Barnett’s first marriage was to Elizabeth 

Shaffer, of Louisville,’ Kentucky, by whom he had six 

ch’ildren. His second companion was Edith Jacob, to 

whom he was married on October 21, 1847. Nine chil- 

dren were born to this union, Clarence, our subject, being 

the fourth in the order of birth. He was born in Clark 

county, Indiana, August I 5, 1855. Receiving his early 

education at Barnett Academy he followed it with a 

course in the College of Pharmacy, Louisville, Kentucky. 
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He then went to Illinois, buying a portion of land that 

his father had previously entered, and remained there 

four years, and then returned to Clark county, pur- 

chasing farming interests and f,or the next nineteen years 

was engaged in the managing ,of agricultural affairs, also 

becoming connected with the Louisville Cement Company, 

and still retains that relationship. .In order to secure 

better educational facilities for his children he removed to 

Hanover, Indiana, where the. opportunities of Hanover 

College were available. This purpos; being realized he ‘-. 
moved on a sixty-three acre farm near Worthington, and 

put upon it almost all of the present improvemerits. 

I 

In January, 1877, he was joined in marriage to Mary 

Foster, of Owen county, Indiana, ‘daughter of Orlando 

E. and Louisa (Archer) Foster, natives of Kentucky, who 

after coming to Indiana, ended their clays at 1Vorthing- 

ton. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barnett have been the parents of two 

children, Edith, the first born, was called hence in 1902. 

She was a junior in Hanover College. The second 

daughter, Mary, is a junior (1908) in DePauw Univer- 

sity, where she is held in high esteem by both students 

and faculty. Mr. and i+$rs. Bamett are active workers 

in the Methodist church. Mr. Bamett is a Republican in 

politics, but places principle above party, standing first 

of all for an honest and impartial discharge of public. 

duties. A half brother lof Mr, Barnett’s was a soldier 

during the Civil war, bein, p a member of the Thirty- 

ninth Indiana Volunteer Artillery. He was wounded at 

the battle of Stone River, and on this account was honor- 

ably discharged. Tn-o years later he succumbed to the 

. 

effects of the m-0~111c1 thus received. , 
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JACOB BGCHER. 

By Mrs. Hugh A. Owen. 

The history of the Bucher family, as far back 2s in- 

formation can be obtained, begins with Henry Bucher, 

born 1775 and n-ho lived to be seventy-six years old. He 

married ,Catharine Hickman, who was born in 1776 and 

lived eighty-eight years. 

To Henry and Cathtirine (Hickman) Bucher were 

born Michael ( ISOO-1SS3), John (1802-1883), Elizabeth 

(Danner) (ISo.q-IS&+)‘, Henry ( 1806I&), David 

(1809-1898), iitlckew ( ISIP-1S69). John Bucher, 

second son of Henry and Catharine Bucher, married Eda 

Ann LITinkIer. The earliest information obtainable% the 

history of this branch of the Bucher family is that of 

Law-exe IVinkler and his wife, Fanny Payne. Law- 

rence I~iinl~ler was born near Morgantown .’ Burk county, 

Korth Carolina, January 15, 1771. He was married to 

Fanny Payne in the year 1795, who was born in J\-ape 

county, Virginia, November IS! 1775. To this union were 

born the following children : Rebecca (Moller) ( I79j- 

1SS7), John (1799-rSS6), George ( ISOI-1S76), James I 
(1So4-1S44), Lydia (Hudsan) ( 1806-187S), Mary 

( 1So9-1S26), Eda A nn (Bucher) (1S12-1S93), Jacob 
1 

(18151890), Enoch (1819-1871). The average of this 

generation reached sisty-six years. 

To. John Bucher and Eda Ann (IITinkler) Bucher 

were born Elizabeth (Crail) 1837 -), Jacob (IS~O- 

-), John B. ( 18~ -), Adrew M. (1849 -), 

Mary Ellen (Owen) ( 1S54 -). Kot a death has 

(occurred in a family of five children, the eldest aged 

:* I 
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seventy-one years, a remarkable thing to be able to say. 

The native state of this family of children is Ohio. The 

family moved from that state to Indiana in 1857 and 

settled at the old Bucher home near Liberty church in 

Highland township, Greene county. 

Jacob Bucher, eldest son of John and Eda Ann Buch- 

er, married Mary Clay Stalcup, December 24, 1865. The 

earliest record of this branch of the Bucher family is that 

of William Stalcup, the name of whose wife is not known. 

To them were born six sons; Peter, William, Isaac, Hon. 

John, Samuel and Eli. Isaac, the third son married Miss 

Osborn. To them were born twelve children, James, Al- 

fred, Isaac, Benjamin, John, L., Susan, Rebecca, 

Elizabeth, Nancy, Polly and Margaret. James, the eld- 

est child, was born August 22, 1786. He married Mar- 

garet Marlin, born December 17, 1795, on the 6th day 

of September, 1812. James was of German descent and 

his wife was Scotch-Irish. She came across the ocean 

when seven years old and settled in North Carolina. They 

moved to Indiana at an early date and settled in Greene 

county. To them were born George B. ( 1814-ISSO), 

Catharine (Ballard) (ISIS-1897), Isaac (1818-1895)~ 

Elizabeth (Dixon) (1822:1869), Rebecca (Short) (1825- 

1861), 1Villiam ( 1828-ISSS), Maria Louisa (Burnam) 

( 1832-1864), Elvira Josephine (Andrews) ( 1835 -). 

George B., eldest son, was married to Maly Buckner, 

_ August 28, 1834. The earliest histsory of this branch of 

the Bucher family, is that of Edward Bucher (1784- 

1&61) and his wife, Elizabeth (178%1854). To them 

were born; Jeremiah, Mary, James, Nancy, Louisa and 

. 

Jonathan. 
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To George B. Stalcup and Mary (Buckner) Stalcup 

were born; Nancy (1S4o-1845), Elizabeth ( IS~,-IS~~); 

3largaret (IS37-IS44), &lary Clay (1844 -), Ecl- 

ward (1&o-1854), Louisa (rS4S-ISso), and Josephine 

(ISjj -). 

To Jacob Bucher and i\lary Clay (Stalcup) Bucher 

were born eight children : George B. (1S67 -), Al-a- 

bella (Owen) ( 1868 -);John (1S70-1S72), 1Villiard 

l,I. and IqTalter G. (18~3-1873), Edn-ard P. (1875 -), 

Jacob Guy ( 1577 -), Blanch May (Hays) ( 1SS3 -), 

George B. married Thursia Heaton (IST2-Igoo), in rS92. 

To them were born a daughter, 31abel H. ( 1S95 -), 

-Arabella married Hugh A. Owen (1S62 -) in 1902. 

To them was born a son, George B. in 1903. Edward P. 

married Lola Newsom ( rSS0 -) in 1903. To them 

{\-as bo,rn a daughter, Helen Frances, in 1906. Jacob Guy 

married Arle Owen ( ISSI -) in 190j. To them was 

born a SOII, Jacob David, in 1907. Blanch &lay married 

I\-ilbur Hays ( 1S8a -) in 1903. To them a daughter, 

Mary Louise, was born in 1905. 

Jacob Bucher enlisted in Company E, Fifty-ninth 

Indiana Volunteer Infantry, November 15, 1S61, at the 

age of twenty-one. He was in the engagement at New 

Madrid, Missouri, and at Island Ko. IO, Shiloh, Corinth, 

Holly Springs, and Jackson, Mississippi. His regiment 

had the honor of! planting the first United States flag on 

the state house at Jackson after the war begun. His 

brother, John B., was wounded in the battle at Jackson. 

The subject was also in the siege of Vicksburg and in all 

the battles in ivhich his regiment was engaged. From 

this place he marched with his regiment to Cha.ttanooga 
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and Lookout Mountain, taking part in all these engage- 

ments. From there he went to Missionary Ridge and 

Atlanta, Georgia, later making the noted march to the 

sea, thence marched to Raleigh, North Carolina, and was 

relieved from duty at Wilmington, that state, which closed 

his active service of three years and five months. He. 

was honorably discharged April 22, 1865, at Indianapolis, 

Indiana. 

After the war he rented a farm for a number of years 

and finally bought it, living there until the present time 

(.1908), in Highland township, Greene county, Indiana, 

where he is influential and highly respected by all. 

HOiCIER OLIVER HART. 

This exemplary and popular young business man of 

Linton, Indiana, was born in Newark, Greene county, 

August 20,. 1879, the’ son of Jo,seph and Bertha (Lyons) 

Hart, the former born in Noble county, Ohio, June 4, 

1850, and the latter was born in Stanford, Greene county, 

Indiana, February 18, 1861. The father of the subject 

was a mechanic and a flour mill workman of more than 

ordinary skill. To this union was born dour children- 

Homer O.? the subject of this sketch; Opal is the wife 

of Aaron ,4rthur, a farmer in Daviess county; Indiana; 

Lloyd, a farmer in the same county; Oscar is in school. 

Joseph Hart died in Greene county, February 18, 1893, 

after a useful and busy life, which was crowned with _ 

success. 
. 
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The subject was educated in the common schools 

at Newark and began his business career as a clerk in 

a dry goods store at Bloomfield, where he remained one 

year. He was similarly employed at Spencer, then he 

clerked in the same kind of a store in Linton for three 

years, having developed into an unusually fine salesman, 

On July I, 1904, he was appointed assistant post- 

master at Linton under Oscar Fitzpatrick, and he is 

still in the office under C. T. Sherwood, the present post- 

master. LMr. Hart is a Republican in political belief, 

and he is a member of the Knights of Pythias; also the 

Elks, holding in Igo one of the leading offices in thte 

former and taking an active interest in the same. 

Mr. Hart has preferred to travel life’s pathway 

alone, enjoying single blessedness. 

- The Lyons family as represented by the mother of 

the subject is one of the pionee? families of Greene coun- 

ty, having been well established there for many decades, 

where they were well and favorably known. 

Although youn g in years, Mr. Hart has shown what 

persistent individuality, coupled with honesty of purpose, 

can accomplish when ?ightly directed. 

CAPTAIN JOSEPH T. OLIPHANT. 

Distinguished as possessing a most unselfis f loyalty 

in the service of his country, we have in the character 

of Captain Joseph T. Oliphant a true type of the ,4merican 

patriot. ’ He was born March 31, 1833, in Monroe county, 
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Indiana, being the son of Lawson and Ruth (Penning- 

ton) Oliphant, emigrants to Indiana from North Car- 

olina, having settled in Monroe county in I&O. Here 

Lawson Oliphant entered a one hundred and sixty acre 

tract of government land and addressed himself assidu- 

ously to its cultivation. The timber was heavy and the 

wild animals of the forests were still in evidence. Mr. 

Oliphant killed many bears, as well as other wild game 

that was in abundance, while his wife often shot wild 

turkeys from their cabin door. Their first home was the 

usual log structure common to the times. In 1835 the 

family removed to Lawrence county, remaining there 

. 
upon a farm until 1846, at which time they came to Greene 

aounty, findin g here conditions for farming similar to 

what they were elsewhere. Here they cleared and im- 

proved some land and spent the remainder ofl their days. 

Mr. Oliphant departed this life in 1881, and was followed 

by his companion in 1886. They were active workers in 

the Old School Baptist church, and were regarded as mod- 

els of uprightness by all who knew them. They were 

the parents of nine children, five of whom are still surviv- 

ing: Francis M., a merchant of Bloomington, died in 

Igoj ; Louisa departed this life while in Texas ; Nancy, 

deceased, had her home in Dubois county; Jefferson L., 

a fariner, died in Bloomfield in 1907; Joseph T., our sub- 

ject; Parthena D., now living at Lincoln, iNebraska; 

Sarah has her home at Dugger, Indiana; Mary Ann, now 

living at Linton, Indiana; Belinda, residing at Dugger, 

Indiana. 

The Reverend Thomas Oliphant, grandfather of our 

.subject, was a minister of the Old School Baptist faith, 

-- 

..-.--- . 
_.-. 
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and formed what is known as the 1Vhite River Baptist 

Association. He was thrice married, and completed his 

days in ZIonroe county. 

Joseph Pennington, maternal grandfather of our 

subject, a native of North Carolina, emigratecl to Mon- 

roe county, Indiana, in 18.20. He married a Miss. Martin- 

dale, and followed farming, rounding out his days at 

that occupation, and was gathered to rest in the above 

rnentfonecl county. 

Joseph T. ,Oliphant received but a limited schooling, 

but managed to broaden his outlook upon life by means 

of reading and observation, and in this way acquired a 

training that was both practical and effective. He re- 

mained upon the home farm until he acquired his major- 

ity, and was married July 6, 1853, to Mary LM. Alexander, 

of Bloomington, Indiana, a daughter of Williamson and 

Elizabeth Sherley Alexander, the former a native of 

Kentucky and the latter of Indiana. Williamson Alex- 

ander’s parents, William D. and Martha (Dunn) Alex- 

ander, settled in Monroe county in 1817, and were closely 

connected with the early history of the county. William 

D. Alexander assisted in laying out the city of Bloom- 

ington, and was made the first treasurer of that county. 

-4 Whig and later a Republican, he proved a leader and 

moulder of public thought. He was also a licensed physi- 

cian and practiced medicine in Greene county, coming 

later to Bloomfield, lvhere he 

$ 

parted this life in 1871, 

followed by his companion in I 86. They were members 

of the old Presbyterian deuomination. Seven children 

were born into this family, three of whom still survive. 

They are Mary E. ; Martha of Bloomington, Indiana, and. 

1T7illiam, of Chicago. 
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3Ir. Oliphant and wife became the pare& of seven 

children, six of whom reached maturity: Elizabeth, de- 

ceased, married Joseph Armstrong, and to this union 

were born seven children: Harrison, a farmer and rear 

estate dealer in Harrison county, Missouri; Francis, a 

lumber dealer, at Harrisburg, Indiana; Darwin, a post- -. - 
master at Cain&&, in Harrfson county, ‘Missouri ; &Mary 

A., lvife of E. M. C - almichael, of Bloon$ielcl ; Bertha, wife 

of Grant~Vils;>n, also of Blloomfield;. the seventh Child, 

Mary Di; died at the age of three years. 

, 

In 1862 Nr. Oliphant responded to the call of his 

country and enlisted in Company E, Ninety-seventh Indi- . 

ana Volunteer Infantry, and was speedily promoted from 

the rank of private to the lieutenancy, and then to the rank 

of captain of the company. Soon after going into camp 

at Terre Haute, the troops were sent to Louisville, Ken- 

tucky, and later to Bardstown and Memphis, Tennessee. 

They took part in the siege of Vicksburg, and later in the 

xar marched with Sherman to the sea. 

On June 27, r8G 4, Mr. Oliphant was wounded at 

Kenesaw Mountain, a bullet passing through the left 

ankle bone, making it necessary for him to return to his 

home inhere he xvas confined to his house for over twelve 

months. 4 
He later established a general store at Jonesboro, 

Greene county, from where he was elected county record- 

er. He was subsequently engaged in.business in Law- 

rence county at Harrisburg, and in 1890 came to Bloom- 

field, serving since that time at pension attorney. For 

ten successive years he was treasurer of the State Grange. 
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He is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, 

and was commander of the post at Hobbyville. He has 

taken an active part in the Grand Army of the Republic 

work and has assisted materially in the organization of 

the work in the surrounding country. He is an active 

Mason, is a member of excellent reputation in the county 

for straightforwardness and integrity. 

. c 

REV. WILLIAM NELSON DARNELL: 

William Nelson Darnell was born in North 

Carolina, October 27, 1830. His father was 

John Dame11 and his mother’s maiden name was 

Martha Fields. The family came from England in 

1664, part of them settling in Maryland and part in Vir- 

ginia and North Carolina. Grandfather Fields was born 

in England and came to America when a young man, 

settling in Maryland. Afterwards he came to North 

Carolina. Several members. of the family were soldiers 

in the early American wars. The subject’s great grand- 

father Fields was a whale fisherman and the grandfather 

of the subject, John Damell, was a mechanic and farmer 

and he spent his life on the place he settled in North Caro- 

lina. John P. Damell, the father of the subject, grew to 

manhood in that state, working on a faml and at the shoe- 

maker’s trade. In 1834 he moved to Lawrence county, 

Indiana, and took up government land, where he lived 

during the balance of his life. The well known Dame11 

cave is adjoining this farm. The father of the subject 

had four children, all of whom grew to maturity, three 



GREENE COUNTY, INDIANA. 

of them now (1908) living. One of the Darnells and one 

of the Fields were Confederate soldiers, while others 

fought for the Uni,on. One of the Fields, a Confederate 

soldier, was killed in the battle of Gettysburg. Mary Dar- 

nell was the wife of Charles Carroll, of Charrolton, the 

last survivor of the signers of the Decl,aration of Inde- 

pendence. ’ 

JVilliam Dame11 received his education in the com- 

mon schools of his native township. He was taught by 

his mother and did not enter school until he was eight 

years old. He remained on his father’s fame, going to 

school and teaching until he was twenty-one years old; 

having taught his first school when but sixteen years old 

and he taught two terms after he was twenty-one. He 

learned the carpenter’s trade which he worked at three 

years. He attended the Bedford Academy when seven- 

teen years old, then he attended school at the old Bedford 

Academy and county seminary. In 1854 he entered the 

ministry of the Methodist Episcopal church, remaining 

in the Indiana conference for two and one-half years, then 

he went to Minnesota where he joined the conference and 

was a pastor for five years. Then he enlisted in Company 

I, Seventh Regiment Xlinnesota Volunteer Infantry, in 

August, 1862, and was in the wars against the Sioux 

Indians. His first service was guarding the Chippewa 

Indians on the frontier. He was burned out by Sioux 

Indians at Painsville? hlinnesotaj in which fire he lost his 

library and household goods and although his family es- 

caped, the death of two children which fodlowed were no 

doubt clue to exposure. He went to Mankato and guard- 

ed the Indians during the winter of 1862. He was present 
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at the hangin g of thirty-eight braves. In the summer of 

1863 he was in the Sibley expedition in Dakota. He had 

charge of the sick men and the field hospital for a short 

time. He then went overland to Fort Snelling, Minne- 

sota, and from there to St. Louis and remained at Scho- 

field’s barracks for a short time, here he was promoted to 

First Lientenant of Company F, Sixty-fifth United 

States colored troops, and was sent to Louisiana under 

Generals Banks and Canby. ee was engaged in garri- 

son duty there for some time. After hostilities ceased he 

was on garrison duty at Baton Rouge. The regiment was 

one of fine discipline and drill. Only one other was said to 

be as good. He continued in service from the day he en- 

listed until January IO, 1867, when the regiment was 

mustered out. He was pro,moted to captain a year and a 

half before he was discharged. 

After closing his military career Mr. Darnell entered 

the Mississippi Mission conference. His professional 

work was looking after the freed men of the South. He 

was stationed at Jackson, Mississippi. He traveled, Iook- 

ing after the interests of the church and organizing 

churches, in which work he was very successful. In his 

district he increased the membership from two to six 

thousand and added $10,000 in value to the church 

property. During all this time his family remained in 

Minnesota. He was .then transferred to the Missouri 

oonference and was pastor for three years at De Soto and 

for two years at Lebanon, Missouri. He finished the 

work of one church \vhile there and paid it entirely 

out of debt. He was then appointed presiding elder of 

the Kansas City district in which work he continued for I 

C 
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two years. During this time the farmers were cursed 

with grasshoppers. In order to do what he could to re- 

lieve the situation, the Reverend Darnell came to Indiana 

and got four hundred bushels of seed corn and distributed 

it among the farmers whose early corn crops had been 

destroyed by the insects. He considered this one of the 

best acts of his life as to results. 

Reverend Dame11 resigned ftlom his work in 1875 

on account of the pople being too impoverished to stand 

the expenses of his services and came to Indiana, settling 

in Smith township, Greene county, near TYorthington, 

where he has since resided. He settled on wild land, 

which he had cleared and improved until it is now an 

excellent farm. 

He has given much attention to horticulture. His 

orchard contains all kinds of fruit that this &mate will 

grow. He has three hundred acres of land. 

The subject was married July 4, 1855, to Marl, 

Adams, a native of Tennessee, and was, brought to In- 

diana by her parents when young, living in Morgan and 

Putnam counties. She had a brother who was a soldier 

in General Harrison’s regiment. Four children have been 

born to this union, namely: Alice, who was born in 1866, 

died when six years old; Martha, who was born in 1839, 

died within a fern days of her sister; John, who was born 

in 1862 is living on his father’s farm. He is married and 

has one son. Edward, the subject’s fourth child, was born 

-in 1868, is living in Kansas City, engaged in the rail- 

road business. He is married and has three sons. The 

wife of the subject has always been an active worker in 

the church. The oldest son belongs to the Methodist 

church. 

3--. 
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Reverend Darnell is a member of the Grand Army 

of the Republic, post at Worthington, Indiana. He is a 

Republican, and was representative in the legislature the 

year General Harrison was elected President. He was 

nominated by the Republican party for congress, but was 

defeated by his opponent on ,the Democratic ticket, and 

he was a member of the county council for four years. 

The subject ‘is holding two coSmmissions signed by Presi- 

sident Lincoln, which he prizes very highly. The colored 

regiment whicn ne served, had the largest list of mortanry 

of any regiment. There were eight hundred twenty 

deaths in three years from disease. 

The life of the subject of this sketch has been one 

of unusual activity and is worthy of emulation and com- 

mendation. He is a remarkable man. in many respects and 

a valuable citizen. 

-- 

HENRY ADAM WOLF. 

Sot a few of the most interesting citizens, especially 

agriculturists of Greene county, are either natives of Ger- 

many or direct descendants of the thrifty sons of that 

country, and of this class our subject, who was born in 

Clay county, Indiana, February 12, 1861, is a worthy rep- 

resentative, having been born of German parents, Henry 

and Elizabeth (Croft) Wolf, the former being brought 

from that country to Ohio in his youth where he received 

his education. He finally came to Clay county, Indiana, 

when he entered eighty acres of land and in 1885 came to 

.-. I 

1 
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Greene county, and purchased one hundred and sixty 

acres \vhich has since been divided among his heirs. He 

is now ( 1908) livin g at the age of seventy-six, his wife 

having died July 7, 1907, at the age of seventy-six years. 

In his early life he was a shoemaker, later a farmer. 

Grandfather Henry Jiolf, who was born in Germany, 

came to America, settling on a farm in Otven county, 

this state, and spent the balance of his life there, dying in 

1838, at the age ‘of sixty-seven years, having been surviv- 

ed several years by his wife who was seventy years old 

when she joined her husband on the “undiscovered 

bourne.” Grandfather George Croft was a German who 

settled in Owen county among the first settlers who en- 

tered land there. He was in Pennsylvania and later in 

Ohio, having spent his last days on a farm in the last 

named state. Adam Wolf, the subject’s uncle, vvas an 

Indian soldier in the Union army and \vas killed in battle. 

The subject of this sketch was no less industrious 

from the first than his ancestors and he spent his youth 

lvorking on his father’s farm and attending the common 

schools until he was twenty-one years old when he rented 

a farm qvhich he managed a few years, then he bought 

eighty acres which has been his home to the present day. 

having added forty acres, all of which is in cultivation 

with the exception of fifteen acres. The subject carries 

on a general farming, raises cattle and hogs and feeds all 

his grain toi his stock in preparing it for the market. He 

exercises splendid judgment in the rotation of crops, us- 

ing clover as a fertilizer, and in’ the general management 

of his fann which is well improved and a valuable place. 

Mr. JVolf nras married in 1883 to Rozena Yegerleh- 

53 
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,ner, daughter of Christian and Elizabeth (Swartz) Yeger- 

lehner, both natives of Switzerland, who settled first in 

Ohio, later in Owen county, Indiana, then in Clay county, 

where they owned a farm and where the father died, be- 

ing yet survived by his widow. Eight children have 

been born to the subject and wife, as follows: 

Emma was born in 1884 ; Anna was born in 

1886 ; Ella, born in 1888 ; Minnie, born in ISgo ; 

William Henry, born 1892; Samuel, born in 1894; Pearl, 

born in 1896 ; Grace, born in 1898. ‘All the children of 

the subject are at home most of the time. Mr. 1Volf is a 

Democrat politically, and while he does not find time to 

devote his attention to local political affairs, yet he is al- 

ways ready to lend his aid in furthering any cause that 

will benefit the county in which he resides. 

RALEIGH MORTON BUSKIRK. 

Metaphorically speaking, we are told that success 

treads on the heels of every right effort, and amid all 

the theorizing as to the cause of success, there can be 

no doubt that this aphorism has its. origin in the fact 

that character is the real basis in any fieId of thought or 

action. He of whom the biographer now writes is a 

successful farmer of Greene county, where he was born 

February 14, 1863, the son of Philander A. Buskirk, and 

a man whom his fellow citizens have honored with their 

fullest confidence and esteem. The subject’s grandpar- 

ents were Alfred and Lithia (Dayhoff) Buskirk, natives 

. 
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of Spencer county, Kentucky, wh,o came to Greene 

county, Indiana, in 1823, settleing in Highland township, 

among the first pioneers. Later they moved to Smith 

a number of years. He died in Highland township in 

1829 and in i835 his widow married Joseph Myers, with 

whom she removed to Butler county, Kentucky, where 

she died in 1845. Philander A. Buskirk, the subject’s fa- 

ther, went to his mother in Kentucky, but when eighteen 

years old returned to his native community in Greene 

county, Indiana, living with an uncle until 1848, when he 

began farming in Smith township, soon owning a good 

farm of one hundred and sixty acres which he divided up 

among his children, having moved to Worthington in 

Igo and retiring from business. In. August, 1862, the 

subject’s father responded to the President’s call for 

troops to suppress the great rebellion that was threatening 

the Union enlisting in Company H, Seventy-first In- 

diana Infantry, but shortly afterward he was transferred 

to the Sixth Indiana Cavalry. At the battle 

of Richmond, Kentucky, M?. Buskirk was captured 

and paroled. His parole having expired while 

he was at Terre Haute, he again enlisted and was 

sent to the front, but was soon -afterward captured 

a second time in Kentucky. However, he was ex- 

changed and when his parole had expired went to Tennes- 

see, later returning to Kentucky, thence to Georgia, where 

he took part in the campaign around Atlanta, and on De- 

cember 15 and 16, 1861, was in the battle of Nashville 

against Hood’s forces. He was honorably discharged June 

21, x86;.The subject’s father was first married to Nancy 

- 
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Elgin, April g, 1848. Alfred D. was the only child born 

to this union. His second wife was Martha Godfty, 

daughter of Elijah ancl Theodosia (Clark) Godfry. Six 

children were born to this union, R. M. Buskirk, our sub- 

ject, being the youngest in the order of b&h, having been 

raised 1011 the same faml where he has evei since residecl 

ahcl from \vhich he walked some distance to the neighbor- 

hood school during the winter months. His social busi- 

ness and religious life have always been livecl in perfect 

harmony with the strict teachings of his just and wise 

parents. Mr. Buskirk is now the owner of a well im- 

proved farm o,f one hundred and sixty acres, all but eight 

acres of which are in cultivation. Although the superin- 

dence of the work in his fields requires a great deal of - 

thought and attention, his time is taken LIP very largely 

with the breeding of ancl ‘raising live stock, principally 

hlorses and mules for the market, raising both draft and 

road horses, the former being Percherons. He not only 

feeds all the corn that the place produces, which is a very 

large amount, but he buys large quantities o’f corn which 

he also feeds, and as a consequence of his SOLIIIC~ business . 

principles and his judgment in the rotation of crops, to- 

gether with systematic methods of tile drainage, the soil 

on his land is now in higher state of productiveness than 

when it came into his possession many years ago. It ii -. 
interesting to note that his first tax receipts were only ” 

: :;.,. 

thirty-four cents; those for rgo8 were for $163.50 cents. 

Kane other than a man of extraordinary ability could 

have made the great success that has attended the efforts 

of hlr. Buskirk. Besides his farm of one hundred and 

sisty acres he owns valuable property in Linton. 
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The subject was united in marriage in 1894 to Har- 

riet Inman, daughter of Robert and Rhoda (Wines) In- 

man, natives of Ireland, the former having come to 

America when twenty-one years of age and settled in 

Greene county, Indiana, having spent his life on a farm 

and dying in 1864, at the age of sixty-one years, leaving a 

wife and seven children, one of whom, John, was a sol- 

dier in the Union army, a member of the Sixty-seventh 

Indiana V.olunteer Infantry, having died of disease in a 

St, Louis hospital while in the army. Mrs. Buskirk was 

for thirteen years a teacher in the public schools, five 

years of that time having been spent in Nebraska. There 

has not been any issue from this union, but the subject and 

wife are raising an orphan boy. Mr. Buskirk is a Repub- 

lican and a member of the Baptist church, while his wife 

is affiliated with the Presbyterian church. No people liv- 

ing in the vicinity of Linton, Indiana, are spoken of in 

any higher terms than they, everyone admiring their up- 

right lives and their congenial dispositions. 

\ 
WILLI ALVEX’ MURRAY. 

The popular and efficient proprietor of “Murray’s 

.Annes,” the finest confectionery store in Linton, Indiana, 

is regarded as one of the prominent young business men 

of this vicinity and is well entitled to representation in 

this wqrk, for a biographer delights to write a sketch that 

shows the worthy traits in a man’s nature, shows how 

the subject has overcome obstacles that beset his early 
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life and at last landed in a pleasant and well paying busi- - 

ness and established a comfortable home. Tl!ese are 

some of the things that Mr. Murray has accomplished in 

his youth and early manhood years, all of which augurs 

a prosperous and bright future. ’ 

William A. Murry was. born in Rockport, Spencer 

county, Indiana, December 27, 1870, the son of John S. 

and Sarah C. (Ebright) Murray, the former having been 

born in Western Tennessee, April 17, 1840, and the latter 

in Ohio, ‘April 12, 1811. Both are living at Boonville, 

11’arrick county, Indiana, where the father held many 

political offices lof minor importaqce. He also held several 

important offices in the gift of the people in Spencer 

county. He has a family of seven sons and five daughters ; 

three of the sons having died in infancy: James N. is a 

miner at Boonville, Indiana; Joseph is a farmer in Okla- 

homa; William A., the subject of this sketch; Felix P. is 

a first sergeant in the United States army, One Hundred 

Forty-eighth Coast Artillery, at present stationed at Fort 

Baker, California. He has spent the past fifteen years in 

the army, having been in Cuba and the Philippines during 

the Spanish-American war. The following daughters 

were born after the seven sons : Sarah and .Clara, twins ; 

the former having married William Collins, and the lat- 

ter, ,Xalcomb Strain, a tobacco merchant. Both sisters 

live in Boonville. Ida, the third daughter, is the wife of 

James Hemenway, a. miner. Ada, the fourth daughter, 

is single and living at home. Laura is the fifth daughter. 

William A. Murray lived in Spencer county, Indiana, 

until he was fourteen years lold. He felt the “call of the 

wild” early in life and permitted himself to be led out by 

-_. 

. 



A-.. 

c 

- 

GREENE COUNTY, INDIANA. 839 

the wanderlust until he visited nearly every state in the 

Union. He talks fluently and interestingly of his travels 

and he has become broad minded and generally educated 

by reason of his contact with the world. After returning 

from his tour of the United States, Mr. Murray located in 

Daviess county, in 1895, engaging in mining for a period 

of eight years, during which time he accumulated consid- 

erable money by habits of industry. 

The subject was marriecl Junie 32, 1897,. to -4nna I% 

Brown, the accomplished daughter of George B. and Anna 

Brown, of Montgomery, Daviess county. Mrs. Murray 

is a native of Illinois. Her parents were born in Scotland, 

where two of their six children were born. Mr. and Mrs. 

Murray have five children, namely : Maucle, Avery, 

Jessie, Johnny and Russell. 

In Igoz the subject of this sketch came to Linton, 

Indiana, where he was employed in the mines for three 

years. Finding that his business ability and opportunity 

lay in a more profitable and pleasanter field, he abandoned 

the mines and engaged in the confectionery business on 

Main street for a year. Then he moved $0 his present lo- 

cation, which is an annex to the Grand Opera House, a 

conveniently’ situated business point, in fact, one of the 

best locations‘in the city, on A street, northeast. It opens 

into the lobby of the opera house, and a crowd of custo- 

mers is to be found gathered at the place most of the time. 

He serves ice cream, fruits and confectionery of his own 

ex,cellent manufacture; also carries a choice line of cigars 

and tobacco, and he has a fine trade in his line, in fact, the 

largest in Linton-everybody knows where “Murray’s 

Annex” is, and it has long ago become generally popular. 
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Fraternally Mr. Murray is a member of the Free 

and Accepted Masons, Independent Order of Odd Fel- 

lows encampment, and also a member of the Rebekahs. 

His wife is also a member of the latter. He is indepen- 

dent in politics, always voting for the best man, regard- 

less of party prejudice. Both he and his wife are mem- 

bers of the First Presbyterian church, and no members 

in that congregation stand higher than they. 

- 

WILLIAM AXE. 

William Axe, the -worthy subject of this sketch, is 

a prosperous farmer living in Bloomfield, Indiana, who 

was born in WTayne county, Ohio, April 22, x837, and 

who traces his ancestors back to Germany, from which 

country his grandfather, Jacob Axe, came to America 

before the Revolutionary war ‘and settled in Pennsylvania, 

where .he followed the profession of charcoal burner. He s 

spent his life in the Keystone state and raised the follow- 

ing children : Jacob, father of the subject of this sketch; 

Isaac, John, IVilliam, Reuben, Sarah and Katherine. The 

subject’s father, Jacob Axe, married Eliza Darrough, both 

natives of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, but they were 

married in Wayne county, Ohio. About 1855 they moved 

to Greene county, Indiana, and settled in Richland town- 

ship, where they bought one hundred and thirty acres *of 

land, mostly unimproved, from Jacob Moore, but the 

father and son soon cleared the land and had a comfort- 

. able home. He and his wife were members of the Church 

\ 
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of God and were good Christians. Jacob was a Demo- 

crat. They had the following children: Catherine, Mar- 

garet, William, Thomas, John, Daniel, all living; Jacob, 

Elizabeth, Reuben and Almeda, all deceased. The sub- 

ject’s father died in 1866. His wife died in 1871. 

The subject of this sketch was seventeen years old 

when the family came to Greene county, Indiana. Hav- 

ing remained at home until he was twenty-one years old, 

he was able to obtain a limited education in subscription 

schools, taught in log school houses with puncheon floors 

and seats. In 1858 he married Mary Henry, and soon 

afterwards hired out, working by the day for fifty cents. 

He split rails for fifty cents per hundred, splitting five 

thousand five hundred in one spring at fifty cents per day 

!for Alfred Cutch in Richland ‘township. He finally 

bought a team and rented ground until 1878, when he 

bought a twenty acre farm in Fair Play town- 

ship, Greene county, Indiana, which he still owns. 

In 188~ he bought another forty acre farm in the same 

township, which he still owns. He also owns thirty acres 

in the White River bottom in Washington township ancl 

his home place in Bloomfield, Indiana. In 1896 he retired 

and moved to town, to enjoy the rest he had so well 

earned by an unusually active career. 

The wife of the subject is a native of Richland 

county, Ohio. She is the daughter of Lewis and Susie 

Henry, who came to Greene county, Indiana, about 1851, 

where they farmed and spent the remainder of their lives. 

The Henry family was highly respected, and took great 

interest in the work in the Church of God. Mary (Henry) 

A&e, wife of the subject, was called to her reward March 

l 
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27, 1908. The subject and wife had the foilowing chiI- 

dren: ,Elizabeth, deceased, who was the wife of William 

Briles. She had five children, namely; the first, died in 

infancy, Everet, Oscar, Walter, Lela. Lewis was the 

subject’s second child, who died in early life; William 

lives in Kansas. He is a farmer-and married Rachel 

Terrell. They have four children. Jacob, the fourth 

child of the subject, has been deceased for some time. He 
married Mary Bond, They had one child, Mary E. 

John, the fifth son of the subject, lives on his father’s 

farm in Fair Play township, Greene county, Indiana. He 

first married Rettie Sheppard, who died, leaving one child, 

Harold. He married the second time, his last wife being 

Znnie Rusher. They have three children, Naoma, Her- 

bert and Esther. Thomas, the sixth son of the subject, 

is living in Grant township, Greene county, Indiana, on 

a farm, having married Catherine Muterspaugh. They 
have seven children. Rettie, the seventh child of the sub- 

ject, is the wife of William Daily, who lives in Richland 

township on a farm, He has three children, Mary, 

Robert and Renie. Catherine is the eighth child. She is 

the wife bf William Retter, a dairyman, who lives in Rich- 

land township. They have three children, Morris; Mary 

and Paul. The subject’s wife was a member of the Pres- 

byterian church. 

The subject of this sketch gladly offered his services 

in the defense of his country, and enlisted in August, 

1862, as a recruit to the Sixty-ninth Indiana Volunteer 

Infantry, Company C, and participated in the following 

battles : Corinth, Raymond, Mississippi ; Jackson, Cham- 

pion Hill, Vicksburg, where he was wounded in the right 
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arm from which 0% six inches of bone had to be re- 

moved. He was sent to B hospital where he remained 

until the close of the war, having been discharged at 

8 Madison, Indiana, in June, 1865. 

The subject is a member of the Independent Order 

of Foresters and of the Grand Army of the Republic, 

and he is a loyal Republican. He was coroner of Greene 

county, Indiana, for twelve years, having performed the 

duties of this important office with the greatest satisfac- 

tion. iMr. Axe is not only well but favorably known for 

his honesty and sound business principles. 

THOMAS FRANKLIX BALLARD. 

Among the prominent and successful citizens of 

Greene county may be mentioned the subject, who is a 

prosperous farmer and a respected and useful member of 

society. His valuable estate, which is located in Smith 

township, attracts attention and favorable comment, His- 

entire life has been, spent on the same farm, in the same 

house, of which fact he is justly proud, for many and 

obvious reasons. 

Thomas ‘Franklin Ball&-d was born Aupst 29, - 

1865, the son of James F. and Mahulda (Danley) Bal- 

lard. The great-grandfather of the subject spent his life 

in Kentucky. His grandfather was born in that state 

but later moved to Greene county, Indiana, settling on a 

farm which his father had given him and where he spent 

the remainder of his life, raising four children by his first 
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wife of which the father of the subject was the second 

in order-of birth, having been born in Kentucky but was 

brought to Greene county, Indiana, and spent part of 

his life on a farm which is now owned by John J. Ballard. 

Three children were born to the subject’s grandfather by 

his second wife. The subject’s father was always a farm- 

er, remaining in Greene county after he first took up his 

residence there until his death, which occurred in ~880, 

when he w-as fifty years old. Five children were born to 

this union, three of whom are now living,namely : Benja- 

min, deceased ; Columbus, connected with the Citizens’ 

State Bank at Blootield; he has been county treasurer 

for two ierms. William was the third son; he is in the 

elevator business at 1Vorthington, Indiana. Ella, the 
fourth child, is deceased; T. F., our subject, was the 

youngest. 

The subject spent his youth working on the farm 

and attending the country schools. Inheriting his fa- 

ther’s homestead of two hundred acres, he has added 

eighty acres, all of which comprises one o,f the most cle- 

sirable farms in the county. Much of this large farm 

IVXS 

batt 

in I 

lard 

Chr- 

Poli 

ity 2 

fider 

and 

was cleared and put uncler the plow by Mr. Ballard; in 

fact, his unexcelled judgment as an agriculturist has 

transformed this naturally- excellent tract of land into a 

model farm that would bring a high figure if thrown on 

the market. It is nox practically all in grass and pasture, 

tlent; \ 
seti ta 

he is 

as th 
over which range large herds of cattle, droves of sheep, 

and hogs, all of good quality. His sheep are sold for 

mutton and he also sells much wool, while he is prepar- 

ing his other stock for market. All of this farm is nat- 

urally drained, being rolling for the most part, and the 

blind 

er so 

gigat 

also 

missi 

soil 

iiig 



GREESE COUNTY, INDIXNA. 

ing mostly of wire. 

soil not only rich but in perfect order, the fencing be- 

Mr. Ballard was united in marriage to Laura Sim- 

mers in 1892, a native of Greene county and the daughter 

. of ~Villiam and Mary (Gamble) Simmers, the former 

having been a soldier in the Union army, as was also his 

brother John. Thomas Ballard, an uncle o,f the subject, 

was a member of an Indiana regiment! and was lost in : 
battle. .The wife of the subject was called to her reward 

in IgoT. There was no issue from this union. &Xl-s. Bal- 

lard was a consecrated Christian, being a member of the 

Christian church, of which the subject is also a member. 

Politically he is a stanch Republican. His probity, ficlel- 

ity and sterling worth have won him the unqualified con- 

fidence of his fellow citizens and he receives the respect 

and esteem which ever follolw an upright career. 

PROF. L. H. MARTIN. 

JVhile Professor Louis H. Martin, the worthy gen- 

\ tleman wh,ose brief life history we are glad to give repre- 

sentation in this. volume, is not skilled in versification, yet 

. he is, in a way, a representative of the same class of men 

as the great poet, John Milton, who, because he became 

blind, did not despair and curse his fate, as many a weak- 

er soul has done; similarly afflicted, but he accomplished 

gigantic things and wrote regarding himself that “they 

also serve who only stand and wait.” He fulfilled the 

mission of the strange God “who moves often in mys- 
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terious ways,” as William Cowper, a lesser genius, but no 

less a consecrated man wrote after recovering from a 

temporary attack of mental aberration. And our own 

Fannie Crosby, the noted American hymn writer, who 

went blind in early youth as the result of an attack of 

scarlet fever, said only recentIy that she regarded it as the 

most fortunate thing that could have happened to her, 

owing to the fact that she saw in it the workings of a 

Divine force which resulted in her being able to do an 

incalculable amount of good through her inspirations giv- 

en to the world in the form of songs. So the subject of 

this sketch is doing &hat good he can with his music, 

teaching the young and inspiring them to develop the es- 

thetic. . He soothes the aged and comforts them ~hrr~ng11 

his splendid interpretations, and all those who hear him 

can certainly attest to the ancient saying that “music 

hath power to charm.” He did not let his mistortune dis- 

courage him, but rather help him to higher achievement, 

and today he is loved and admired by+ a large proportion 

of the inhabitants of Linton, Indiana, where he resides. 

Professor Louis H. Martin was born March 4. 1880, 

near Washington, Indiana. When a small child he was 

afflicted with a disease which deprived him of his sight. 

He was educated at the state insitution for the blind at 

Indianapolis, havin, m mad,e a remarkable record there, 

from which institution he graduated with honor in rgoq. 

since which time he has been engaged in teaching music 

in Linton. He is proficient both on the piano and the or- 

gan, especially the pipe organ, and he has been very SLIC- 

cessful with his work, instructing large classes in music. 

He is organist at the First Methodist church, a position 
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he has held since the installation of the pipe organ there. 

He is considered one of the most proficient as well as one 

of the most popular music teachers in Linton. He has 

developed wonderful skill with his hands, his technique 

being beyond criticism, and he can operate a typewriter 

with ease, accuracy and dexterity. Professor Martin is 

a favorite with all classes in Linton. 

. 

SAMUEL R. JACKSON. 

Prominently identified with the industrial, business 

and civic affairs of Greene county is the subject of this 

sketch, who is a well known and highly respected citi- 

zen of Bloo.mfield. He was born December 13, 1861, at 

Madison, Indiana, while his mother and sqme friends 

were on their way to Indianapolis, where Mrs. Jackson 

later made her home with a family that had been resid- 

ing there for some time, having remained with them sev- 

eral years until she was married a second time. When 

the subject was five months old he was placed in an or- 

phans’ home, where he remained four months, when he 

was taken by a family in Greene county, with whom he 

made his home until eighteen years old, on a farm in . 

Richland township, two miles north of Bloomfield. Hav- - 

-ing been ambitious to become a skilled workman he ap- 

prenticed himself at the stone cutter’s trade for three 

years, showing from the first that he had unusual nat- 

ural talent-in fact, an artistic bent-that \\;ould eventu- 

ally lead to great success if properly drawn out. After 
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he had thoroughly mastered the rudiments of this trade 

and became fairly skillful he engaged in general work, 

following this trade for t&n years, when he began busi- 

ness for himself in Bloomfield uncler the firm name of 

Jackson 81 Neidigh, which continuecl with marked suc- 

cess until 1903. when the subject sold his interest and 

engaged in the restaurant and bakery business, which 

he&as since conducted with a pronounced degree of SLIC- 

cess as the result of careful and straightfonvarcl business 

methods which he has employed in the management of 

his establishment. 

On October 7, 1883, in Bloomfield, Mr. Jackson 

was united in marriage with Carrie B. Neicligh, daugh- 

ter of Levi and Maria Neidigh, old settlers of this county. 

By this union one child was born, Floyd R., who mar- 

ried Lou Ham-nun, of IVorthington, and who has one 

child, born May 26, 1908. 

The Jackson family affiliates with the Methodist 

Episcopal church. The subject is a member of the 

Knights of Pythias, Accolade Lodge, No. 63. He has 

held all the chairs in ihis organization. He is also a 

member of the Court of Honor, District Court, No. 336, 

and he bears out the teachings of these orders and those 

of the church to which he belongs in his daily life, as 

all lvho know him can attest. 

Mr. Jackson owns a comfortable home on M&hanic 

street in Bloomfield and he is, otherwise well fixed, while 

yet scarcely past the age when one is called a young man. 

He is a collector of curios and old coins, having a very 

beautiful and valuable collection. He has found time 

duriilg his busy life to travel, and, being a man who sees 
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things as they are, he has become broad-minded and gen- 

erally educated in the things of the world. He enjoys 

sports of all kinds, believing that there is much good in 

the present-day recreations to both body and mind. 

He can write fluently with either hand in opposite 

directions at the same time, a feat seldom accomplished. 

He is a pen and ink artist of no mean ability and he does 

a very high grade of artistic carving on stone, being nat- 

urally gifted by nature, having received only a common 

school education in Greene county. He is enjoying the 

esteem and respect of a wide circle of friends as well as 

a good patronage. 

MADISON MILLER. 

F??e now take under review the career of one of the 

sterling citizens of Greene county, where he has resided 

upwards of half a century, or the major part of his ac- 

tive and useful life, and where he has ever commanded 

unequivocal confidence and esteem, being one of the suc- 

cessful and influential farmers of Smith township, where 

he owns one of the most attractive and productive farms 

in this favored section of the state. Mr. Miller was born in 

Owen county, Indiana, April 5, 1860, but before proceed- 

ing to recount a few of the important facts connected 

with his life it will be well to study the characters of 

some of his ancestors and immediate relatives in order to 

obtain a more comprehensive understanding of the prin- 

ciples that have been dominating factors in his career. 

54 
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His grandfather, Samuel Miller, was born in Somerset 

county, Pennsylvania, March 3, 1798, but was raised 

in Westmoreland county; where he worked at the sh,oe- 

maker’s trade, devoting the latter part of his life to fati- 

ing, coming to Owen county, Indiana, in 1853~ where he 

spent the remainder of his life. He married his first wife 

in 1822, and after her death he married again in Co- 

shocton county, Ohio, July 4, 1833, his last wife being 

Anna Richey, who was a native of Switzerland, where 

she was born May 18, 1809, and who came with her par- 

ents (her father bein g Samuel Richey) to America when 

seven years old. Samuel Miller died in 1874, having 

been, regarded in Owen county as a man worthy of the 

highest esteem. Adam Miller was the father of the sub- 

ject and the son of Samuel Miller by his second marriage, 

his birth occurring in Coshocton county, Ohio, July 8, 

1834, being the eldest of ten children. When four years 

old he was taken by his parents to Holmes county, Ohio, 

and from there to Indiana. About 1853 he entered forty 

acres of canal land, which he dis.posed of in 1864 and 

moved to Greene county, where, by diligence and econ- 

omy, he secured a valuable tract of six hundred acres, 

which he improved. Adam Miller and six brothers were 

in service at one time. His brother Samuel is described 

as a man sf unusual physical strength, being almost a 

giant, measuring six feet and six inches, and many feats 

of strength and endurance are told of him: Responding 

to his oountry’s call for loyal citizens to save the flag he 

enlisted in the Nineteenth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, 

and after three years of service he re-enlisted and 

served in Company F, One Hundred and Forty-ninth 

i 
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Indiana Volunteer Infantry until mustered out early in 

1865, and was detailed on garrison duty at Decatur, Ala- 

bama. He had many holes shot in his clothing, being a 

fine target for the enemy owing to his great size, but he 

was never seriously wounded. He was mustered out at 

Nashville, Tennessee, and was finally discharged at In- 

dianapolis. Peter Miller served in an Ohio regiment; 

Jacob Miller was in the One Hundred and Forty-ninth 

Indiana Regiment, and died of smallpox while a soldier; 

John W. Miller served through three enlistments, receiv- 

ing an honorable discharge each time; Samuel. Miller 

served three years in the Nineteenth Indiana Infantry and 

then in the One Hundrecl and Forty-ninth Regiment; 

Henry H. Miller also enlistecl from Indiana and was 

with Sherman’s amly on its march to the sea and -in all 

his campaigns, and is now living in the state of 1Vash- 

ington ; Noah ‘Miller enlisted from Owen county in the 

One Hundred and Forty-ninth Infantry. He received an 

honorable discharge before his enlistment expired owing 

to the.fact that he contracted a disease while in line of 

duty, which finally caused his death. Adam Miller,, the 

subject’s father, was married in Owen county February 

14, 1856, to Sarah A. Hubbel, daughter of Oliver and 

Delilah (Middleton) Hubble, natives of Ohio and North 

Carolina, respectively, Mrs. Miller having been born in 

Owen county, Indiana, September 14, 1834, and to her 

union with Mr. Miller nine children were born, as fol- 

lows : Marion, Maclison, our subject; Marilda, Julia A., 

Amanda, &Ierinda, Anna, Samuel 0. and Delilah; the 

sis last named are deceased. Adam Miller was a prac- 

tical and progressive man, an active member of the Chris- 

. . 
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tian church, for many years being an ordained elder, and 

also served as pastor of his church. 

Madison Miller’s boyhood was spent on his father’s 

farm and in the district school, having remained with 

his father until he was twenty-one years old, after which 

he still associated with his father in farming and stock 

raising. which association continued for fifteen years. 

Then he and his father bought a farm together, which 

the subject moved ,to and managed, needless to .say in a 

most satisfactory manner. It was later divided up and 

our subject managed a farm of his own, khich he still 

owns. In 1906 he moved to his present fine farm in 

Smith township, which is owned jointly by his mother 

and himself. It consists of one hundred and sixty acres, 

under an excellent state of cultivation, being at present 

largely in meadow and pasture. It is naturally drained 

and well fenced with wood and wire. Mr. Miller feeds 

all the grain that the place produces, preparing cattle for 

the market, also raising and feeding hogs. He uses es- 

cellent judgment in the selection o,f his stock, keeping 

fine Hereford cattle, which are eligible for register; also 

Poland China hogs, crossed with thoroughbred Chester 

1Vhite. 

In October, 1882, our subject was united in mar- 

riage with Margaret E. Fry, haughter of Samuel A. and 

Lucinda (Pigg) Fry, the former a native of Greene 

county and the latter a native of Sullivan county. Mrs. 

Miller’s brothers and sisters are: Sarah, Elizabeth. wife 

of our subject; Lydia Ann, Hannah, Benjamin, William, 

Effie Alice, Rosa, Ephraim, Nolten and Stella. 

Eleven children have been born to our subject and 
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r wife, as follows : Salina M., born June 18, 1884, is liy- 

ing at home; Galen G., born in 1887, is also at home; 

Marion D., born October 2.7, 1888, and died January 23, 

1889; Eva A., born October 26, 1889; Franklin Clifford, 

born July 14, 1891; Nellie E., born June 22, 1893 ; Sam- 

uel A., born .February 20, 1895; William C., born Jan- 

uary 23, 1896; Jesse W., born December 13, 1897; Paris 

R., born August 7, 1901; Oma Marie, born October 

19, 1903. 
Mr. and Mrs. &filler and their oldest daughter are 

members of the Church of Christ, in which the former 

was a deacon for several years. The church organization. 

was discontinued in his neighborhood. Politically Mr. 

Miller is a Republican. He is honored by all who know 

h,im for his honesty and integrity and admired for his 

businesi ability, and his entire family is well spoken of by’ 

every one in the vicinity where the3 live. 

- 

THOMAS FLEMING SECREST. 

Admired and respected for his general intelligence 

and his progressive spirit, as well as for his sterling qual- 

ities as a neighbor and citizen, no man in the township of 

Grant, Greene county, Indiana, stands higher in public 

esteem than the worthy individual, the salient facts in 

whose life and characteristics are herein set forth. He 

has by patient effort and persistent endeavor worked his 

way from an humb_le beginning to a comfortable exist- 
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ence, at the same time always retaining the utmost re- - 

spect 05 his neighbors. . 

Thomas F. Secrest was born in Grayson county, 

Kentucky, July 30, 1848, but he had occasion to migrate 

to Sullivan county, Indiana, early in life and later to 

Greene county, in each of which he availed himself of the 

opportunities to train his mind in various studies, which 

has greatly aided him in his after career, causing !lim to 

avoid mistakes in the formulation and carrying out of 

plans necessary in carrying on life’s work. 

By. his industry and good management the subject 

was soon able to purchase a farm, which he selected in 

Greene county, in the southwest corner of Grant town- 

ship. It consisted of fifty-three acres. Finding it to his 

advantage in 1892 to dispose o,f this farm and purchase 

another consisting of seventy-nine acres, in a be&- sec- 

tion of this township, the transfer was made, and Mr. 

Secrest m9vecl on the splendid farm which he ;low owns. 

It is considered excellent land and is always-kept .in first- 

class condition. 

On February 14, 1868, MY-. Secrest was united in 

marriage with Polly A. McPeak, who was born near 

Dugger, Sullivan county. She is the daughter of Wil- 

liam and Sally McPeak, natives of Sullivan county, and 

the parents of three children, namely : Nancy Jane, Wil- 

liam and Polly, the last named being the subject’s wife. 

Eight children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Secrest. 

as follows : Jane, wife of Daniel Templeton, of Linton, 

Indiana; James, a farmer, who married Flossie Hime- 

brook, living in Grant township; John W., who died in 

early infancy; Marvil, a barber residing in Linton ; Rosa, 

the 

tea. 

riec 

ly ’ 

CllU 

ag 

Set 
the1 

4 
COLl 

tun 

he ; 

SCllC 

so0 

pal- 

SUC( 

182 

hut 

and 

se17 

Ma 

the 

dial 

w, 

sub. 

mei 

thei 

UP 
gail 



. 

GREENE COUNTY, INDXANA. 855 

the wife of Harley Smith, of Linton; ‘Julia, who is de- 

ceased; George, a farmer in Grant township, who mar- 

ried Laurd IMOSS; Ida, who lives at home. . . 

The well ofrdered life of the subject is doubtless large- 

ly due to the fa.ct that he united with the Methodist 

church when eighteen years old and has ever since taken 

a great pleasure in living up to its creeds. Politically Mr. 

Secrest is a Socialist and is well informed on socialistic 

themes. 

The subject’s,parents we&e David and Polly’ (Thom- 

as) Secrest, natives of Kentucky. David came to Greene 

county, Indiana, in 1824, remaining one year. He re- 

turned to Kentucky, where he remained until 1851, when 

he returned to Greene oounty: making the trip in “prairie 

schooners” together with eight other families, but they 

soon aftenvard went on to Sullivan county, where the 

parents of our subject purchased a farm, where he worked 

successfully. During his first visit to Greene county in 

1824 he had the honor of helping to erect the first log 

‘hut in the now thriving city of Linton. David Secrest 

and wife had eleven children, namely: Jacob, deceased, 

served as a soldier in the Union army; Rebecca, Lucy, 

&l’artha, George and Wesley, all deceased; Mary Ann, 

the wife of Lester Burris, lives in Sullivan county, In- . 

diana; Elizabeth is deceased; Caroline is the widow of 

IVyatt Johnson and resides in Missouri; Tho,mas, the 

subject of this sketch, and Sarah. The parents were both 

members of the Methodist church and highly respected by 

their neighbors. Our subject has always tried to live 

up to the high ideals he set his children, and he has 

gained many loyal friends by virtue of this fact. 

. 

-.- . -- 
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CHARLES WESLEY JELN. 

A clearly-defined purpose, consecutive and persistent 

effort in the affairs of life, will almost surely result in the 

attainment of a due measure of success, such as the sub- 

ject of this sketch, whose photograph accompanies this 

review, has achieved, without ostentation or display, be- 

ing now regarded by his fellow countrymen as a leading 

and representative citizen of Greene county, where his 

life work has been confined for many years, and it is a 

pleasure as well as profitable to contemplate the career 

of a man who, by his own unaided efforts, has started 

from humble beginnings and none too favorable environ- 

ment, and by sheer force of his .personality, will power, 

courage and soundness of judgment, forged his way to 

the front, building up a splendid business by the most 

honorable methods, as our subject has done, until today 

he stands as one of the foremdst business men of this 

county, in fact, the business he is at the head of is of 

such magnitude that few in the vicinity of Worthington, 

his place of residence, have an adequate conception of 

its importance and far-reaching influence, a business into 

which he has put his best thlought, painstaking care and 

energy, until his splendid system is now well nigh perfect 

and growing rapidly from year to year-all due to the 

unexcelled executive genius of Mr. Jean. 

. Charles Wesley Jean, who was born September 11, 

1866, in Owen county, this state, is the son of George 

Jean, who was born in North Carolina, where he fol- 

lowed farming, and married in October, 1864; after com- 

ing to this state, Julia Bartholomew, daughter of Ed- 
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ward and Susan (Heaton) Bartholomew, natives of 

Connecticut, who later moved to Georgia. They 

later- moved with their seven children to Owen county, 

Indiana, where they resumed agricultural pursuits, and 

from which state Mr. Jean enlisted as a soldier in the 

Civil war. The subject’s maternal grandfather, Edward 

Bartholomew, a farmer and minister, came to Indian- 

apolis, later removing to Owen county, where he reared 

his family of seven children, one of whom, Addison, 

joined the ranks in the war between the states and was 

made captain. Edward Jean was the grandfather of our 

subject and the father of George Jean. He was a native 

of North Carolina wh:o moved to Greene county, In- 

diana, and entered a section of land in Jefferson township 

when this state was yet a territory. 

Our subject received his education in the public 

schools of Greene county and wdrked on his father’s 

farm until his marriage, when he bought an unimproved 

farm, which he soon brought up tlo the standard in pro- 

ductiveness hnd general improvements, but having a 

longing to try his f&tune in the mercantile field, he con- 

ducted a hardware store in Freedom, Indiana, with fair- 

ly good success for two years, at the end of which time he 

returned to farming. However, he again returned to 

the mercantile business, spending two successful years 

at Farmer, this state, and then removed to Worthington 
. 

and engaged in general merchandising, which was a fail- 

ure. He later became engaged in the poultry and produce 

business, beginning with but fifty dollars, in which he is 

still interested, having demonstrated his unusual business 

insight and sagacity, building up an immellse trade, having 

I 
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established profitable branch houses in surrounding coun- 

ties, Daviess, Knox, Owen and others, at present do- 

ing a business of half a million dollars annually. He 

managed his business alone for four years. He then 
\\:ent in partnership with James N. Xorris, of New York 

City; and while thus engaged the business was built up 

t,o three hundred thousand dollars per year. Then the 

subject purchased Mr. Norris’s interest, since which time 

he has managecl the business alone, increasing it by two 

hundred thousand dollars annually. He buys poultry.. 

butter, eggs, hides and junk, his market being principal- 

ly in the east. The piople of Greene county doubtless 

do not fully realize the magnitude of Mr. Jean’s business 

through the home office, alone, but the branch offices 

which he controls form no small part of his income. 

On November 7, ISSS, Mr. Jean was happily mar- 

ried to Elizabeth Nelson, who was born in Owen county, 

this state, July 6, 1869, the daughter of John and Sarah 

Ann (Kelsey) Nelson. Henry Kelsey and Esther Sanford 

Edwards were married March 4, 1827, in Saratoga coun- 

ty, New York, to whom were born the following chil- 

dren : S&-ah Ann, Palius, Charles,. Mary. Henry Kel- 

sey migrated to Plainfield, Incliana, in 1836, where he 

died ten years afterward. Then, in a few years, his 
widow became the wife of Stephen Lockwood and re- 

moved t,o Worthington, Indiana, where he resided until 

his death. Sarah Ann Kelsey was married to Carlos R. 

Kelsey, October 3, 1854, and the following children were 

born to them: Esther Edwards, Mary, Kate and Carlos 

L. Mr. Kelsey practiced law in Mount Vernon, this 

state, where he died, leaving a widow and four small 
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children. After the death of her husband, Mrs. Iielsey 

came to the old home in Worthington, where she re- 

sided five years previous to her marriage to John Nelsod, . 

who was born in Ohio April 13, 1820. His father, John 

Nelson, moved to Floyd county, Indiana, near New Al- 

bany, when John, Jr., was very young, remaining there 

until the former’s death, when Mrs.. Nelson, with her 

family of fire children, William, Nancy, Elizabeth, John, 

Junius and Isabel, moved from Floyd county to Owen 

county, where--John spent the major part of his life, hav- 

ing been tnarriecl to Mary Cockran February 16, 1843, 

and rearing the following children : Louisa, Andersbn 

J., Hannah, Leonard and Isabel Nelson. Mr. Nelson lost 

his life June 3, 1863. 

John Nelson and Sarah Ann Iielsey were married 

September I, 1868, and to this union these children were 

bqrn : Elizabeth, on July 6, 1869 ; Frederick, on March 

j 

24, 1870; Harriet died in infancy. Mr. Nelson was a 

successful farmer. The home which he owned at the 
I I 

time of his death, which lies a’ few miles noi-theast of 

TVorthingtlon, comprised a large tract of valuable river- \ 

bottom land, and also his residence was a commodious 

. one, which is now owned by Charles Arthur. Mr. Nel- 

son is described as a man of excellent mental attainments, 

a kind husband, good father and respected citizen. 

Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. C. 

W. Jean, Ralph and Charles Arthur. They are all sub- 

scribers to the Methodist church, to which they make 

liberal contributions for its support. &Ir. Jean takes a 

great pride in his home, which is, indeed, a very attract- 

ive place, being one of the handsomest residences in this 
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part of the state, modern in every detail and the most 

imposing on Jefferson street, or in all Worthington. He 

is t&tee of the town board, being prksident of the 

same, which office he fills with his usual careful delibera- 

tion and foresight. He is taking a great interest in the , 

education of his two children, who are very promis- 

ing. He is a Republican in his political beliefs, and fra- 

ternally hi is identified with the Masonic order and the 

Odd Fellows, also the Modern Woodmen of America; 

Mr. Jean is a man of handsome presence, splendid 

physique and engaging personality. He is pleasant to 

meet, being courteous, genteel and kind to all, and he has 

won the undivided esteem of the citizens of Greene 

county for his honest business methods, upright and clean 

principles, and he justly stands in the front rank of the 

patriotic and worthy citizens of the Hoosier state. 

JACOB A. HALE. 

i-. 
> Jacob A. Hale, a well known citizen of Grant town- 

ship, owns and operates a valuable farm, whose neat . 

, 
and thrifty appearance well indicates his careful super- 

vision. Substantial improvements are surrounded with 

well tilled fields, and all of the accessories and conve- 

niences of a model farm are there found. Mi. Hale 
was born in Stockton township, this county, March IS, 

1S41, the son of Jonathan and Mary (Walker) Hale, 

both natives of Virginia, who came to Greene county, 

Indiana, in a very early day, when they were young in 
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years, having married here and settled in Stockton town- 

ship, where they lived in coNmfort and compara- 

tive affluence until the death of Jonathan Hale in 

1848. His widow survived until 1894, when she 

died in Edwardsport, Knos county? Indiana. Both 

were members of the Meth,odist Episcopal church. 

-They raised eight children, namely: Richard M., who 

lives in Arizona ; Charlotte and Celia, both deceased; 

Debra lives in Newberry, Indiana; John lives in Illi- 

nois; Lafayette is deceased ; Mary lives in Knox county; 

Jacob, our subject. After the death of Jonathan Hale 

the widow managed the farm and raised the children 

with the exception of the subject, who went to live with 

an uncle, T. B. Walker, in Scott county, Missouri, re- 

maining on Mr. Walker’s farm for a period of six years. 

Then he went to Colorado and was a prospector, later rei 

turning to Missouri and working at the potter’s trade, 

later learning the plasterer’s trade, having served an ap- 

prenticeship. Then the Civil war broke out and an ef- 

fort was made to force the subject into the Confederate 

army, but he left the state and returned to Greene county. 

His sympathies being with the Union, he enlisted in its 

defense in Company D, Fourteenth Indiana Volunteer 

Infantry, at Linton, in March, 1864, and served until 

the close of the war, having fought gallantly in the bat- 

tle of the Wilderness and the siege of Petersburg, after 

which his regiment was under fire every day until Lee 

surrendered. Aftr the war he returned to Greene county 

and worked at the plasterer’s trade, later operating a 

threshing machine until he bought a farm of forty-three 

acres in 1882. 

- 
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, 

M.r. Hale was married in 1864 to Rebecca Hime- 

brook, a native of Grant township, and the daughter of 

Frederick and Mary Jane (Harrah) Himebrook. No 

children were born to this union, but the subject and wife 

took Robert Carpenter when he was nearly two years 

old and kept him until he reached rmanhood, when he 

married Eliza Howell. They have the following chil- 

dren : May, John, Mray and James. Mr. Carpenter lives 

on a farm in Grant township. 

The subject has always been a hard worker and he 

has succeeded reasonably well at whatever he has under- 

taken. He tells maliy interesting stories of the pioneer 

days in Missouri and of his experiences later in life, for 

Mr. Hale is a close observer and the ludicrous side of 

life always appeals to him. But few men in his township 

are better liked or regarded with any greater respect than 

he. 1Mr. -2nd Mrs. Hale are members of the Christian 

church, and the subject il a Republican, taking a great 

interest in national politics, but is not active in local 

affairs. 

5 
- 

FREDERICK X71LLIAM HIMEBROOK. 
I 

. 
!, 
\ 

The office of biography is not to give voice of a 

man’s modest estimate of himself and his accomplish- 

ments, but rather to leave upon the record the verdict 

establishing his character by the consensus of opinion on 

the part of his neighbors and fellow citizens. In touch- 

ing upon the life history of the subject of this sketch, the 

memory of whom is cherished by a wide circle of ac- 
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quaintances who are yet traveling life’s pathway of shad- 

ows and sunshine, the writer aims to avoid fulsome en- 

comium and extravagant praise. Yet he desires to hold 

up for consideration those facts which have shown the 

distinction of a true, useful and honorable life-a life 

that was characterized by perseverance, ener,T, broad 

charity and well defined purpose. To do this will be 

but to reiterate the ‘dictum pronounced upon the man by 

the people who knew ‘hi& long and well. iL 

Frederick -William Himebrook was born in Ger- 

many in 1830 and he-was called from his labors here to 

a higher life in August, -1906, after an unusually active 

career in Grant township, Greene county, Indiana. He 

was the son of William and Elizabeth (Kreuger) Hime- 

brook, both natives of Germany, who came to America 

about 1844, settling in. Greene aounty, where they re- 

mained the rest of their useful and active lives, rearing 

the follo&ng children : Frederick, the subject of this 

sketch; Charles, Minnie, William, Milton and Sarah. 

The subject was fourteen years of age when the 

He was an industrious family came to the United States. 

boy and worked on his father’s farm, attending the com- 

mon schools during the winter months until he reached 

his majority. He naturally took to farming, having been 

trained in agriculture, and consequently followed this 

pursuit all his life, remail&g in Greene county. He also 

owned and operated a threshing machine for many years, 

which was a successful undertaking. This, in connec- 

tion with his farm, kept him busy, but both were remu- 

nerative to a high degree, owing to the careful and hon- 

orable methods which he always employed in all his 

business affairs. 
. 
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In 1848 our subject was united in marriage with 

Mrs. Polly Harrah, the widow of William! Harrah. (A 

history of the Harrah family is to be found elsewhere 

in this work in the Dr. Harrah sketch.) To this union 

six children were born, as follows: Rebecca, wife of 

Jacob Hale; Joseph, who lives in Midland, Indiana; Ste- 

phen, who lives in Grant township, Greene county; Mary.. 

now deceased, was the wife of John Carpenter;.Marshall. 

the youngest son; El1 en is the wife of William Boyd, liv- 

ing in this township. The wife of the subject passed to 

her rest in 1896. Both Mr. and illIrs. Hitiebrook were 

members of the Christian church. The subject was a Re- 

publican. He served two terms as trustee of Grant town- 

ship. He was highly esteemed by his many acquaint- 

ances, who regarded him as a thoroughly honest and con- 

scientious man. / 

Marshall Himebnook lives on the old home place in 

&-ant township, which he successfully conducts. He 

was born April 8, 1860, and has remained single. He is 

a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Bee i 
i 

Hunter Lodge, No. 507, at Switz City. He is also a 

member of the Rebekahs, and politically a Republican. 

. . 
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